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Elon Musk wants to turn Twitter into
a “digital town square,” but his much-
publicized Twitter Spaces kickoff event,
with Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis an-
nouncing his run for president, strug-
gled with technical glitches and a near
half-hour delay Tuesday.

The billionaire Twitter owner said
the problems were due to “straining”
servers because so many people were
trying to listen to the audio-only event.
But even at their highest, the number of
listeners listed topped out at around
420,000, far from the millions of view-
ers that televised presidential an-
nouncements attract.

“There’s so many people,” said host

David Sacks amid the disruptions.
“We’ve got so many people here that
we are kind of melting the servers,
which is a good sign.”

After it concluded without further
disruptions, Musk, DeSantis and
Sacks played off the event as a suc-
cess, with Sacks quipping “it’s not how

Musk’s live debut for
DeSantis a bumpy ride

Republican Ron DeSantis kicked off his 2024 presidential campaign Wednesday with a live event opposite Twitter boss
Elon Musk that descended into farce as it was beset by technical bugs. CHRIS DELMAS/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES

Twitter ‘digital town square’ work in progress
Barbara Ortutay
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See DESANTIS, Page 2A

The city of Mount Holly plans to
hire a dozen new firefighters and has
raised the starting pay for firefighters
who complete the probationary peri-
od.

The Mount Holly Fire Department
currently has 25 full-time positions
and 16 part-time positions. 

According to minutes from a town
meeting, Fire Chief Ryan Baker told
city officials that he wanted to add an
additional firefighter to each shift at
each station. 

Baker told the Mount Holly City
Council that the current levels of
staffing could cause employee burn-
out and fatigue, and employees have
found it difficult to plan vacations
around their shifts. 

He also said that Mount Holly has
the lowest starting pay for firefighters
in Gaston County, making it hard to
recruit. 

The Mount Holly City Council vot-
ed to add the new positions and raise
the starting pay to $50,016.75 for fire-
fighters who complete the probation-
ary period. 

After hiring 12 firefighters, the
three Mount Holly fire stations will
have four firefighters, 24 hours a day,
at each station.

The Mount Holly City Council also
approved the purchase of two fire en-
gines to replace two older engines
with a price tag of more than $1.7 mil-
lion.

Reporter Kara Fohner can be
reached at 704-869-1850 or at kfohn-
er@gannett.com.

City of
Mount
Holly needs
12 more
firefighters
Department will also 
get 2 more fire engines

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Belmont has all of the qualities to at-
tract film production crews, movie stars
and the jobs and dollars that come with
them, film location scout and produc-
tion manager Wende Whitus told Bel-
mont Rotarians recently.

“Downtown Belmont has that All-
American feel, people are friendly, there
are many beautiful homes and a lot of
variety,” she said. “You may be seeing
more filming in Belmont.”

Whitus has worked on two recent
film projects in Belmont. Scenes were
shot for the film “Gigi & Nate” at Stowe
Manor and downtown last year, and just
a few weeks ago, actors and production

crews were shooting for a television se-
ries called “Blue Ridge” on downtown
streets, at the City Hall building, the for-
mer middle school and nearby at a
house on Hill Street. 

Rotarian Sam Stowe, who owned
Stowe Manor at the time of the filming
there, invited Whitus to speak at the Ro-
tary club meeting.

She showed a trailer for the “Gigi &

Nate” film, which had a short run in
theaters and now is available on stream-
ing services. Based on a true story, it
tells of a young man, who tragically be-
comes a quadriplegic, and the small ser-
vice monkey that makes a major differ-
ence in his life. 

A highlight of the filming here was 

Film scout: Belmont is prime backdrop for the big, little screen
Ted Hall
Special to Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See FILM, Page 2A
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Friday’s question: Who hid two spies under flax
stalks on a roof?
Thursday’s answer: Elijah (1 Kings 17: 2-6).

THE BIBLE SAYS | HUGH BRITTAIN

shooting a large party scene at Stowe Manor involving
about 200 local teens as extras. Whitus said scenes
for “Gigi & Nate” were shot in many North Carolina
locations including Charlotte, Saluda, Raleigh,
Statesville and others. 

Whitus works as a freelancer in conjunction locally
with the Charlotte Regional Film Commission. She
says movie and television production is growing again
in North Carolina since the state partially restored
some tax incentives that were eliminated several
years ago resulting in most of the business going to
other states. 

“The film industry creates jobs and brings a lot of
dollars into the state,” she said. She encouraged Ro-
tarians to contact the Charlotte Regional Film Com-
mission if they have homes, buildings or other loca-
tions that might be used for a film. Owners are com-
pensated for use of their property.

For more information on the subject, and to list
your property for consideration, go to www.charlot-
tefilm.com.

Film
Continued from Page 1A

Freelance film scout and production manager
Wende Whitus, shown with Rotarian Sam Stowe,
says Belmont has all of the qualities necessary to
attract more filmmakers to bring jobs and dollars
here. PHOTO PROVIDED BY TED HALL.

you start, it’s how you finish – and we finished really
strong.”

Musk a day earlier dubbed the event a historic first
for Twitter, saying it would be “the first time some-
thing like this is happening on social media.” The
webcast was scheduled to start at 6 p.m. ET but near-
ly 30 minutes passed with users getting kicked off,
hearing microphone feedback and enduring other
technical problems before it finally began. The audi-
ence remained under 500,000.

DeSantis opponents had a field day with the de-
layed announcement.

“Glitchy. Tech issues. Uncomfortable silences. A
complete failure to launch. And that’s just the candi-
date!” said Steven Cheung, a spokesperson for former
President and current candidate Donald Trump.

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a Democrat from
New York, tweeted, “We had more people join when I
played Among Us,” referencing the popular video
game.

Twitter has suffered a host of technical issues-
since Musk took over and fired or laid off roughly
80% of its staff – including engineers tasked with
keeping the site running. A day before the DeSantis
event, speaking at The Wall Street Journal’s CEO
Council Summit in London, Musk expressed confi-
dence about Twitter’s future and said he is “going to
start adding people to the company” but gave no fur-
ther details.

Musk bought Twitter last fall for $44 billion. Since
then, he has upended the platform’s verification sys-
tem, loosened its content moderation policies in line
with his views as a “free speech absolutist,” spread
misinformation and engaged with far-right figures,
all the while working to attract jittery advertisers
back to the platform to turn it profitable. His grand
vision, he has said repeatedly, is to eventually turn
Twitter into an “ everything app” for everyone – a
digital town square where people can hear from
world leaders and politicians without the need for
traditional media as a go-between.

But he seems to mainly be courting conservatives
and Republicans lately, referring to Democrats and
liberals as infected by the “woke mind virus” and
reinstating extremist accounts that were banned by
Twitter’s previous administration.

Wednesday’s campaign launch event with DeSan-
tis continued the trend – though it remains to be seen
whether the platform can become a go-to destination
for mainstream politicians when it continues to show
evidence of instability. For instance, the word “De-
Saster” was trending on Twitter Wednesday evening
as users mocked the botched campaign launch.

In the world of traditional media and politics, a
glitchy half-hour delay and an audience in the hun-
dreds of thousands rather than millions, Wednes-
day’s Twitter Spaces event might look like a failure.
But in Silicon Valley, failure is often spun as positive,
even essential in developing new products and im-
proving existing ones. Twitter Spaces – which Twit-
ter launched in 2020 to compete with the then-pop-
ular audio chat site Clubhouse – is generally not used
for audiences in the hundreds of thousands, so in
some ways it was not a surprise that the event was
marred with technical problems.

“It’s much worse for DeSantis than it is for Musk,”
said Jo-Ellen Pozner, a business professor at Santa
Clara University, noting that just a month ago Musk’s
SpaceX launched a rocket that exploded minutes af-
ter its launch from Texas. After the explosion, Musk
called it “an exciting test launch of Starship! Learned
a lot for next test launch in a few months” in a tweet.

“It is clearly a difficult situation for DeSantis, who
wants to project competence, who wants to forestall
criticism,” she said. “Musk has an easier out by just
saying that ‘this was the first time we tried it, it didn’t
work out perfectly, but next time we’ll do much bet-
ter,’ in the classic Silicon Valley approach to failing
fast and learning more.”

Pozner said it remains an “open question” how
Twitter is going to be valued as a broad digital plat-
form down the line.

“I think will depend on, you know, how he and the
top management react to this and how they spin it,”
she said.

After DeSantis logged off, Musk and Sacks ex-
tended an open invitation to any other presidential
candidate who wants to do a Twitter Spaces event.
Whether or not they get any takers could signal what
the future holds for Twitter as a “public square.”

DeSantis
Continued from Page 1A

A day before the DeSantis event, speaking at The
Wall Street Journal’s CEO Council Summit in
London, Musk expressed confidence about
Twitter’s future and said he is “going to start
adding people to the company” but gave no
further details.

Today is Friday, May 26, the 146th day of 2023.
There are 219 days left in the year. On this date in:
1864: President Abraham Lincoln signed a measure
creating the Montana Territory. 
1865: Confederate forces west of the Mississippi
surrendered in New Orleans.
1938: The House Un-American Activities Committee
was established by Congress.
1940: Operation Dynamo, the evacuation of some
338,000 Allied troops from Dunkirk, France, began
during World War II. 
1954: Explosions rocked the aircraft carrier USS
Bennington off Rhode Island, killing 103 sailors. (The
initial blast was blamed on leaking catapult fluid
ignited by the flames of a jet.) 
1971: Don McLean recorded his song “American Pie”
at The Record Plant in New York City (it was re-
leased the following November by United Artists
Records).
1972: President Richard M. Nixon and Soviet leader
Leonid Brezhnev signed the Anti-Ballistic Missile
Treaty in Moscow. (The U.S. withdrew from the trea-
ty in 2002.) 
1981: Fourteen people were killed when a Marine jet
crashed onto the flight deck of the aircraft carrier
USS Nimitz off Florida.
1994: Michael Jackson and Lisa Marie Presley were
married in the Dominican Republic. (The marriage
ended in 1996.) 

2004: Nearly a decade after the Oklahoma City
bombing, Terry Nichols was found guilty of 161 state
murder charges for helping carry out the attack.
(Nichols later received 161 consecutive life sen-
tences.) 
2009: President Barack Obama nominated federal
appeals judge Sonia Sotomayor to the U.S. Supreme
Court. California’s Supreme Court upheld the Propo-
sition 8 gay marriage ban but said the 18,000 same-
sex weddings that had taken place before the prohi-
bition passed were still valid. 
2011: Ratko Mladic, the brutal Bosnian Serb general
suspected of leading the massacre of 8,000 Muslim
men and boys, was arrested after a 16-year man-
hunt. (Mladic was extradited to face trial in The
Hague, Netherlands; he was convicted in 2017 on
genocide and war crimes charges and is serving a
life sentence.) 
2018: The leaders of North and South Korea met for
the second time in a month in a surprise summit at
a border village to discuss Kim Jong Un’s potential
meeting with President Donald Trump.
2020: Minneapolis police issued a statement saying
George Floyd had died after a “medical incident,”
and that he had physically resisted officers and
appeared to be in medical distress; minutes after
the statement was released, bystander video was
posted online. Protests over Floyd’s death began,
with tense skirmishes developing between pro-
testers and Minneapolis police. Four police officers
who were involved in Floyd’s arrest were fired.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Millions of American adults take daily multivitamins,
even though the pills have not been shown to prevent ail-
ments like heart disease or cancer and experts say it’s bet-
ter to get nutrients from food. 

The latest research looks at whether taking a daily vi-
tamin can have an effect on memory. The study found
multivitamins may boost memory function in some peo-
ple, by the equivalent of three years of normal, age-relat-
ed memory loss. 

While the study isn’t comprehensive enough to war-
rant broad recommendations to take vitamins, it provides
important information about their use, said Adam Brick-
man, the Columbia University professor of neuropsychol-
ogy who led the study.

“Well-designed research studies are showing that
there might indeed be some benefits” to taking multivita-
mins, he said.

Further study is needed to determine exactly which
nutrients might make a difference. 

Here’s what to know about the new research published
Wednesday in the American Journal of Clinical Nutrition. 

About the study

Researchers at New York’s Columbia University and
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston tracked more
than 3,500 people over age 60 for three years.

The participants were randomly assigned to take a
daily multivitamin or a dummy pill. They were evaluated
annually for three years with internet-based exams that
measure memory function.

One test gave participants a list of 20 words, one at a
time, for 3 seconds each, then asked them to type all of the
words they remembered immediately and after 15 min-
utes. The exam measured the function of the hippocam-
pus, an area in the brain that controls learning and memo-
ry, Brickman said.

After one year, participants who took daily vitamins
had better memory function, moving from correctly re-
calling 7.10 words at the start to 7.81 words. Participants
who got dummy pills went from recalling 7.21 words to
7.65 words. The researchers calculated that the difference

amounted to an improvement in memory equal to about
three years of normal, age-related change. That improve-
ment was maintained for at least the remaining two years
of the study and was more pronounced in people with
heart disease, the study found. 

The multivitamins may work by providing micronu-
trients that enhance function of the hippocampus, Brick-
man said. This is the second large study conducted by the
researchers to show that memory improved in older
adults who took daily multivitamins. 

The study was funded by the National Institutes of
Health and also by Mars Edge, a division of Mars, which
makes candy, pet food and other products; and Pfizer and
Haleon, both makers of multivitamins. 

About multivitamin use

About 60% of U.S. adults and about 35% of children
take daily vitamins, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. The pills are part of nearly $56
billion Americans spend each year on dietary supple-
ments.

U.S. dietary guidelines recommend that Americans
should get their nutrients from food, unless they have
specific needs or are advised to take vitamins by a health
care provider. Vitamins can provide missing nutrients in
the diet, but taking high amounts can result in side effects
ranging from stomach upset to serious heart and liver
problems.

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force, a national ad-
visory group, said last year that current evidence is “in-
sufficient” to assess the risks and benefits of multivita-
min supplements to prevent heart disease and cancer.
The group recommended against beta carotene and vita-
min E for that purpose.

What it means

The new study shows that vitamin pills may provide
missing micronutrients, especially in the diets of older
adults, said Robert Hackman, a research nutritionist with
the University of California, Davis, who was not involved
in the research. About a third of adults older than 60 fail to
get adequate vitamins, minerals and fiber from food
alone.

Could a daily multivitamin boost memory?
Jonel Aleccia
ASSOCIATED PRESS


