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A Pennsylvania man who moved to
the Charlotte area just over a month
ago to be with a man he met online has
been reported missing, and the man
his family says he met is dead. 

Samuel Haugh, 21, originally from
York, Pennsylvania, was reported
missing May 5. His mother, Jennifer
Haugh, said Samuel Haugh last spoke
with his grandmother April 27, and
April 28, he stopped communicating
all together. His phone was apparently
turned off May 1, she said. 

"I want him found. We're just now
getting the police to do something,"
she said. 

Pa. man is
missing, his
family still
looking for
answers
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Samuel Haugh was reported missing
May 5. He is at least the second
queer man to go missing in the
Charlotte area in just over a month.
MARTIN HAUGH

See MISSING, Page 2A

Combating domestic violence has
been Bea Cote's life for 25 years. She
works in five counties in the Charlotte
region, and she told Belmont Rotarians
recently that she "feels most welcomed
and best heard in Gaston County." 

Unfortunately, Gaston County is also
where she is most needed, because she
has more domestic abuser clients here
than in either of her other counties,
which include Mecklenburg, Cleveland,
Lincoln and Union. 

"You guys have a lot of domestic vio-
lence here," she said, pointing out two
domestic violence murders have oc-

curred here in recent weeks. 
While most domestic violence ser-

vices are directed at helping victims,
Cote's program, which she calls IM-
PACT+ Abuse Prevention Services, fo-
cuses on male abusers. Speaking at a
Belmont Rotary luncheon program,
she explained why by saying, "Only
abusers can stop abuse. If we don't

provide them an effective way to do
that, they are going to continue to
abuse." 

She went on to say, "Victims are our
hidden clients. We work with the abus-
ers for the victims. If you want to help
victims, you must help abusers." 

A look at combatting domestic violence in Gaston County
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

See VIOLENCE, Page 2A

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE

828-624-0141

Deadline To File: 

August 10, 2024

If you’ve been rejected before, 
your injury may qualify under 
new criteria.

- Call before 

the deadline expires.

WERE YOU OR 
A LOVED ONE 

AT CAMP LEJEUNE 
BETWEEN 1953 

AND 1987?

Blossom into  
Better Hearing

AFFORDABLE FINANCING OPTIONS • MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED • BENEFITS TO FEDERAL WORKERS*

*See stores for details on available financing and benefit options. CODE: EO462650

$595
FULLY DIGITAL HEARING AIDS

Valid on MEMINI Solution 1, one aid only. Expires 05/31/2024.

980-448-1300
BELMONT

South Point Family Practice
1220 Spruce St.

MANDY DAVIS, BC-HIS

Call today for an appointment in the Belmont office with 
Mandy Davis, Board Certified in Hearing Instrument Sciences. 
Mandy has 12 years of experience and an unwavering 
commitment to improving lives through better hearing. 

Call

Lightening, thunder, hail and poten-
tial tornadoes came through Gaston
and Cleveland counties Wednesday af-
ternoon.

Jake Wimberley, meteorologist with
the National Weather Service, said a
survey team was in Cleveland County

Thursday morning making an assess-
ment on whether there was a tornado.

“There was a consistent enough path
of damage, it was likely enough that
there was a tornado, that we sent the
team to do a survey," he said. "It will
probably take much of the day to do
that. We expect there will be an answer
whether there was a tornado by the end
of the day.”

He said the damage was along a

track with a number of trees down
around Shelby, Bessemer City and into
Gastonia and widespread wind damage
in both counties.

Wimberley said up to two and half
inches of rain fell along the track of the
heaviest rain.

He said he was not aware of any re-
ports of tornado sightings. 

A large tree fell after a powerful storm moved through the area Wednesday. PHOTO PROVIDED BY MICHELLE N JON MCCONNELL

Storm slams Cleveland
and Gaston counties
Rebecca Sitzes
Shelby Star

USA TODAY NETWORK

See STORM, Page 2A
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Smart Solutions 
reach both passive 

and active job 
seekers!

Do You Have 
the Right Hiring 
Solutions in Place?
Let LocaliQ help you create a 
Smart Recruitment Solution 
for all your hire needs.

Contact your local Recruitment Specialist, today:

localiqrecruitment.com/letstalk

1-833-516-0229recruitads@localiq.com

Smart Solutions Include: 
Targeting the right 
candidates through the right 
channels, using our local and 
dedicate niche networks 

Leveraging the most current 
local job-market data

Working with you to 
reach your goals

A multi-media approach 
where needed, like targeted 
banner ads, social media,  
job boards and much more 

Samuel Haugh, who goes by Sam, is
"generally speaking a quiet and re-
served person, at least as we know him.
He worked a full-time job as a janitor.
He never missed work. He saved every
penny he ever made. Just a careful, qui-
et kid," his mother said. 

Haugh, who is autistic, met 31-year-
old Michael Olarte online and moved to
North Carolina in April to be with him,
Jennifer Haugh said. Olarte, according
to the North Carolina Department of
Public Safety, was convicted on a
charge of assault with a deadly weapon
with intent to kill in 2019. He was arrest-
ed in Dallas the year before and accused
of using a switchblade to stab a man 15
times in the back, right eye, left hand,
back of the head and right arm. He was
released from prison in October 2023
after serving around four and a half
years behind bars.

It was a shock, Jennifer Haugh said,
when Haugh moved to North Carolina
to be with Olarte.

"It was an abrupt departure. This is a
boy who didn't really ever travel or leave
home," she said. "When we would go on
vacations, and we love to travel, we
would always say, 'you can come with
us...' He never wanted to go or even
leave home, never. Wouldn't get on an
airplane. Didn't have a smart phone."

Jennifer Haugh said she found out
about Olarte's past after filing a missing
person's report. 

"And then we started, like I found his
FB page, I'm contacting everyone on his
FB page. His mother called us and told
us Michael was dead," she said.

Olarte died May 5 by suicide, accord-
ing to a police report. 

Sam Haugh's car was found empty
outside a Hampton Inn in Salisbury.

Now, Haugh's family just wants an-
swers.

"That's all we want, is an answer. We
need to know what happened. Whatever
happened, we just need to know what
happened," Jennifer Haugh said. 

The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police De-
partment is investigating Haugh's disap-
pearance. The department declined to
comment further.

The disappearance of Samuel Haugh is

eerily similar to that of Andy Tench, a 31-
year-old Belmont man who who was re-
ported missing March 26 after he did not
return home from a night out in Charlotte.

Tench went out in the early morning
hours of March 25 to celebrate his birthday
at The Bar at 316, an LGBTQ-friendly bar,
according to his family. When he didn't re-
turn home and stopped responding to calls
or texts, his family reported him missing.
His car was found abandoned in Monroe.

D'Shaun Montrell Robinson, 26, was
seen on surveillance footage making pur-
chases at Dick's Sporting Goods and Tar-
get in Matthews using Tench's bank card,
according to an affidavit from the Char-
lotte-Mecklenburg Police Department.
Surveillance footage from Target also
shows Robinson using Tench's car. 

Robinson told police that Tench died
during sex, and that he disposed of Tench's
body in a garbage can, but the waste man-
agement company said Tench's body
would have been found when the trash
was sorted. 

Tench's body still has not been found.
Robinson was arrested on a variety

of charges, including identity theft, lar-
ceny of a motor vehicle and concealing
a death. 

Missing
Continued from Page 1A

Cote, who takes no salary, said she
has been working in Gaston County
since 2007, and Queen of the Apostles
Catholic Church in Belmont provides
space to host her group sessions here. 

Most of the abusers she serves are
referred to her program by judges, and
she laments that Gaston County has
not established a dedicated domestic
violence court. Each of the other four
counties where she works has a special
court for domestic violence cases.

"Domestic violence costs the county
a lot of money," Cote said, "in lost
wages, healthcare and education." 

IMPACT+ Abuse Prevention Ser-
vices is a nationally recognized non-
profit program that cannot bill insur-
ance and depends mainly on donations

for support. While abuser clients par-
ticipating in the program are required to
pay a modest fee, many can't afford it
and contributions are mainly used to
provide scholarships, so abusers can
get the help they need to change their
behavior. 

In her many years of doing this work,
Cote has seen lots of successes, but also
some failures.

"Many of my guys become so much
better after finishing the program," she
said. "Some even come back as mentors
to help other abusers."

But the failures can be hard to bear.
"The only abuser to complete the

program and go on to kill someone was
in Gaston County," she said. 

To support IMPACT+ Abuse Preven-
tion Services financially, or to talk with
Bea Cote about getting help to change
your behavior or that of someone you
know, call 980-721-7268, or visit
www.impactdv.org/#impact. 

Violence
Continued from Page 1A

Bea Cote (left), founder of IMPACT+
Abuse Prevention Services, told the
Belmont Rotary Club recently about her
work to stop domestic violence by
helping abusers change their behavior.
Hosting the program was Rotarian
Kathy Gauger, CEO of Catherine's
House in Belmont, which serves
homeless women with children. PHOTO

PROVIDED BY THE BELMONT ROTARY CLUB.

Both Cleveland and Gaston county
schools were closed Thursday as a re-
sult of the damage, and a woman was
killed in Gastonia.

Jacqueline Morrison-Donald of
York, South Carolina, was driving south
on South New Hope Road when the tree
fell from the westbound shoulder of the

road at about 4:30 p.m., N.C. Highway
Patrol said. She was pronounced dead
at the scene.

A passenger, Tyrone Edward Lee of
New York, New York, was taken to Car-
omont Regional Medical Center with
non-life threatening injuries. 

An emergency shelter was opened
for Gaston County residents at the
Adult Recreation Center located at 519
W. Franklin Blvd., Gastonia, read a re-
lease Wednesday night. 

“We’re working as quickly as we can

to make sure our residents are safe and
downed trees and debris is moved out
of roadways so power crews can work
on getting power restored,” Gaston
County Board of Commissioners Chair-
man Brown said in a press release. 

Over 1,300 911 calls came in during a
brief period compared to 600 during a
24-hour period on a busy day, accord-
ing to Gaston County Emergency Man-
agement Deputy Director Scott Hunter. 

Diane Turbyfill and Kara Fohner
contributed to this report.

Storm
Continued from Page 1A

A large tree fell across powerlines blocking South York at West Twelfth Street in South Gastonia after a powerful storm
moved through the area Wednesday afternoon.

Friday’s question: When Jesus
healed the deaf man who also had a
speech impediment, He said an Ara-
maic word, “Ephphatha,” What does it
mean?

Thursday’s answer: The disciples
(Mark 6:41).

HUGH BRITTAIN|
THE BIBLE SAYS

Today is Friday, May 10, the 131st day
of 2024. There are 235 days left in the
year. On this date in:

1773: Britain’s Parliament passed the
Tea Act in an effort to save the East In-
dia Company from its financial woes.
Later that year, fallout from the mea-
sure led American colonists in Boston
to organize the Boston Tea Party.

1775: During the Revolutionary War,
Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold led
the Green Mountain Boys in the cap-
ture of Fort Ticonderoga from the Brit-
ish. Cannons and more were taken
from the fort to Boston to bolster the
colonists there.

1865: Confederate President Jeffer-
son Davis was captured by Union Troops
near Irwinville, Georgia. Davis had
planned to escape to Texas and build a
new Confederacy, but he was captured by
Union forces despite wearing a disguise,
his wife’s cloak and shawl.

1869: The United States was con-
nected from coast to coast by the first
transcontinental railroad. The cere-
monial Golden Spike was driven dur-
ing a ceremony on Promontory Sum-
mit in Utah Territory to mark the join-
ing of the Union Pacific and Central
Pacific railways.

1872: Victoria Woodhull was nomi-
nated by the Equal Rights Party, which
she had helped establish, as a candi-
date for president. She is considered
the first woman to run for president in
the U.S., though women had not yet
been allowed to vote. The suffragist
aimed to change that. The party nomi-
nated Fredrick Douglas for vice presi-
dent, but he did not acknowledge the
nomination.

1924: J. Edgar Hoover began his 48-
year tenure leading the FBI when he was
appointed acting director of the Bureau
of Investigation, which was later re-
named. He was promoted to director lat-
er in the year.

1940: Winston Churchill became
prime minister of the United Kingdom
after the resignation of Neville Cham-
berlain.

1962: Marvel Comics published its
first issue of “The Incredible Hulk.”

1975: Sony released its Betamax
video cassette recorder in Japan.

1994: South Africa inaugurated its
first Black president, Nelson Mandela,
the anti-apartheid activist had been im-
prisoned 27 years until his release in
1990.

1994: Serial killer John Wayne Gacy,
convicted of 33 counts of murder, was
executed by lethal injection.

1996: Eight climbers died on Mount
Everest when they were caught in a bliz-
zard while descending from the summit.

2002: Former FBI agent Robert
Hanssen, who had admitted to spying
for the Soviet Union and Russia, was
sentenced to life in prison without the
possibility of parole.

2005: A grenade was thrown but
failed to detonate during a speech by
U.S. President George W. Bush in Tbilisi
in the Eastern European nation of Geor-
gia. Vladimir Arutinian, a Georgia citi-
zen, was convicted of trying to assassi-
nate Bush and Georgian President Mik-
heil Saakashvili. Arutinian was sen-
tenced to life in prison.

TODAY IN HISTORY
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