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Gaston County commissioners
approved a rezoning request that
paves the way for a development of
more than 700 homes near N.C. 16
and Killian Road, just south of Lo-
wesville.

The development will be put on
part of a more than 900-acre plot of
land that is split between Gaston
and Lincoln counties, said Donny
Hicks, executive director of Gaston 

700+ house
development
planned for
Killian Road
area
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

The intersection of Killian Road and
Lucia Riverbend Highway Friday
afternoon, March 31, 2023.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

See HOUSES, Page 3A

Predicting the top
contenders, players
SPORTS, 1B

704-833-8795
Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 

Receive a $50 Visa gift 
card with your FREE 

in-home estimate

Say goodbye to
gutter cleaning for 
good
No clogging, No cleaning

No leaking, No water damage

No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been 
awarded the Good 

Housekeeping
Seal of Approval

for 16 straight years. *All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. 
Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life 
partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID 
and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or 
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,or 
substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be 
mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice 
prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires       .4/30/2023

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home or we will clean your gutters for free.

20% off total purchase**
**Offer valid from 4/1/2023 until 4/30/2023. Minimum purchase required. This offer is valid for homeowners 
over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Leafguard or affiliated 
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchases are not 
eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be 
combined with any other sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon, and/or offer. This promotion has no cash value. 

Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any time without notice.
Does not include cost of material.

NEW YORK – Donald Trump con-
spired to illegally influence the 2016 elec-
tion through a series of hush money pay-
ments designed to stifle claims that could
be harmful to his candidacy, prosecutors
said Tuesday in unsealing a historic 34-
count felony indictment against the for-
mer president.

The payments, said Assistant District
Attorney Christopher Conroy, were part
of “an unlawful plan to identify and sup-
press negative information that could
have undermined his campaign for presi-
dent.”

Trump, stone-faced and silent as he
entered and exited the Manhattan court-
room, said “not guilty” in a firm voice
while facing a judge who warned him to
refrain from rhetoric that could inflame or
cause civil unrest.

The next court date is Dec. 4, though it
is not clear if he will be required to appear.

Manhattan District Attorney Alvin
Bragg says his office’s historic case
against the former president seeks to “en-
sure that everyone stands equal before
the law.”

“No amount of money and no amount
of power changes that enduring Ameri-
can principle,” Bragg said.

The broad contours of the case have
long been known, but indictment con-
tains new details about a scheme that
prosecutors say involved payoffs to two
women, including a porn star, who said
they had extramarital sexual encounters
with him years earlier, as well as to a
Trump Tower doorman who claimed to
have a story about a child he alleged the
former president had fathered out of
wedlock.

The arraignment, though largely pro-
cedural in nature, amounts to a remark-
able reckoning for Trump after years of
investigations into his personal, busi-
ness and political dealings. The case is
unfolding against the backdrop not only
of his third campaign for the White
House but also against other investiga-
tions in Washington and Atlanta that
might produce more charges.

Trump, his lips pursed in apparent 

Former President Donald Trump sits at the defense table Tuesday. Trump is facing charges related to falsifying business
records in a hush money investigation, the first former president ever charged with a crime. SETH WENIG/AP 

FORMER PRESIDENT TRUMP PLEADS NOT GUILTY IN MANHATTAN COURT

DA: Trump directed
illegal conspiracy
The charges: 34 felony counts of falsifying business records
Trump’s response: ‘Can’t believe this is happening in America’ 
Michael R. Sisak, Eric Tucker, 
Jennifer Peltz and Will Weissert
ASSOCIATED PRESS Get the latest news

Find more coverage about former
President Donald Trump’s indictment as
well as coverage of his address to the
nation Tuesday evening in the
subscriber-only Nation & World Extra
section in your Wednesday
eNewspaper, available with your login
through your paper’s website.

See TRUMP, Page 4A

On the summer evening young Fred
Glenn sat on a bench watching a
movie projected on a screen outside
Baltimore Village School in Cramer-
ton, he could not in his wildest dreams
have imagined he one day would own
the school building and the land on
which it sits and lead a movement to
preserve and restore the historic site. 

In the intervening years, Glenn
graduated from Reid High School in
Belmont, studied mechanical engi-
neering at North Carolina A&T, served 

One-room
school could
become
community
center 
Ted Hall
Special To The Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See CENTER, Page 5A
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SUPPORT YOUR FAVORITE 
BUSINESSES IN THE OFFICIAL 

COMMUNITY’S CHOICE AWARDS

YOU COULD WIN $250!
OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. To vote and be eligible for the $250 

prize, at least 25 categories must be filled in.  $250 prize is a Gift Card. 
For complete official rules go to: gastongazette.com/contests.

2023

NOMINATION PERIOD: FEBRUARY 6 - 27
VOTING PERIOD: APRIL 14 - 29

FIND THE WINNERS IN THE JULY SPECIAL SECTION!

VISIT GASTONGAZETTE.COM/CONTESTS  
TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT!

The program polls the local community to select the best businesses 
and organizations in the area. Learn more about the program and 

participate by visiting the website below.

So glad we called A1. Super fast service, 

came out right away. Thomas was an 

amazing technician and very knowledgeable, 

super friendly. A+++, highly recommended.

 - Will, Charlotte NC

* With purchase and install of new garage 
door. Call for details. Must present this 
ad to redeem offer. Cannot be combined 
with any other offers or past purchases.  
Exp.

5 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$

2. Tighter door security keeps you safe

3. Weather & critter protection

4. Upgraded curb appeal

5. Increase home value

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends – No Extra Charge • Emergency Services Available  
• Military, AAA, Senior, AARP Discounts • Residential • Doing Business Since 1998 • Family 
Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  
or prior purchases. Expires

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  
or prior purchases. Expires

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  
or prior purchases. Expires

*Trip Charge Not Included with this 
coupon. Not valid with other offers  or prior 
purchases. Expires

SERVING GREATER GASTONIA AREA

ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR

*$200 OFF

704-741-1098

04/30/202304/30/202304/30/202304/30/2023

04/30/2023

SPRING
REPLACEMENT

$75 OFF
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!

GARAGE DOOR 
TUNE UP SPECIAL

REPLACE AN
EXISTING OPENER

ANY NEW GARAGE 
DOOR OFFER

$100 OFF$200 OFF

BEST SERVICE    BEST PARTS    BEST WARRANTY

A1 FROM DAY 1

SCAN TO SCHEDULE SERVICE

$5999*

FINANCING AVAILABLE
* Subject to credit approval, restrictions apply call for details.

in the U.S. Army in Vietnam and
worked as a certified tool and die mak-
er. After years of watching the one-
room school his mother had attended
deteriorate in the village where he grew
up. Glenn bought the building and the
land around it, with, as he puts it, "no
idea what I'd do with it."

He has an idea now. It's a big one.
And he came to a recent meeting of the
Belmont Rotary Club to talk about it.
Glenn now serves as president of the
nonprofit Baltimore Village School Inc.
Joining him in the Rotary Club presen-
tation was John Howard, vice presi-
dent. Also attending were organization
secretary Wendy Cauthen and board
member Ernestine Glenn, who is Fred
Glenn's wife. 

The 17 homes still remaining in Bal-
timore village are on a hillside along
the South Fork River off Cramer Moun-
tain Road between downtown Cramer-
ton and New Hope Road. The school
was built in 1925 by mill owner Stuart
W. Cramer to be used by the African

American residents of Cramerton. Chil-
dren from kindergarten through eighth
grade attended, often bringing with
them brothers and sisters too young to
attend school. 

Baltimore Village School was one of
seven one-room schools built in Gaston
County, and it is the only one remain-
ing. It ceased operation as a school in
the 1950s, but continued to serve as a
community center for many years.

"We couldn't go to the community
center in town or the theater," Glenn
said.

He also recounted stories from his

childhood of Charlotte's WBTV person-
ality cowboy Fred Kirby and his horse
entertaining residents at neighborhood
get-togethers. 

The building, which is about 900
square feet, has been vacant for dec-
ades and narrowly escaped being
burned in a fire department training
exercise in the late 1990s. That's about
when Glenn began considering how to
save the building and finally decided to
purchase it in 2003 and put protective
measures in place to prevent further
damage.

Ten years later the school was
placed on the National Registry of His-
toric Places Study List, and in 2020, it
was designated as a historic structure
by the Gaston County Historic Preser-
vation Commission, the first in Cra-
merton. 

Baltimore Village School Inc. was
formed in 2022 and obtained 501(c)(3)
tax-exempt status. The organization's
goal is to restore the school and con-
tinue using it as a community center
and a museum displaying the history of
the Baltimore Village neighborhood
and the African American community's
contribution to Cramerton and Gaston
County. 

To make that dream come true will
require raising $500,000 for construc-
tion, grading and parking, furnishings,

exhibits, landscaping and operating
costs. A major HUD grant has been
awarded to the town of Cramerton, and
from that $210,000 has been allocated
to the school preservation project. Sev-
eral smaller grants have also been re-
ceived. But much more will be needed
to restore Baltimore Village School and
make it once again a community center
and a museum devoted to educating
future generations. 

How you can help

Tax-deductible contributions can be
sent to Baltimore Village School Inc.,
PO Box 195, Cramerton, NC 28032. For
more information and how to volunteer
or donate online, go to www.historic-
baltimoreschool.org.

About Rotary

Belmont Rotary Club meets for
lunch and a program on local topics
each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30 p.m., at
the Home2 Suites by Hilton in Belmont.
Guests interested in learning more
about local businesses and issues and
how Rotary serves the community are
welcome. For more information, visit
www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Ted Hall is a member of Belmont Ro-
tary.

Fred Glenn (second from left), president of the Baltimore Village School, Inc.
Board of Directors, told Belmont Rotarians recently about efforts to preserve
and restore the historic one-room school building attended by African American
students in Cramerton until the 1950s. With him, from left, are board vice
president John Howard, board member, and Fred's wife, Ernestine Glenn, board
secretary Wendy Cauthen and Rotarian Alex Price of Edward Jones Investments
in Belmont, who arranged the program

A young Fred Glenn is the boy in a striped shirt sitting on a bench outside
Baltimore Village School while watching a movie.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BELMONT ROTARY CLUB

Baltimore Village School as it looks
today.
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