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At silent book clubs, there is no as-
signed reading. Everyone has their own
book and talking isn’t required. 

Instead, readers gather together to
read silently, enjoying their book while
surrounded by other literary enthusi-
asts. 

Belmont Bookshop, located at 7 N.
Main St., has started a silent book club,
and its next meeting will be Monday,
April 29, said bookstore co-owner Kris-
tina Bulovic.

“We will meet at 6-7 for the silent
reading time, but the shop opens at 4 to
have people if they want to come in and
browse around for a new book if they
finished theirs. If they want to grab a
beverage, we’ve got beer and wine and
nonalcoholic beverages and mocktails,”
she said. “Hopefully most people go to
the park, which is what they did last
month, that was cool. But some people
can also stay here in the shop if they
prefer.”

After silent reading time, there will
be a social hour from 7-8 p.m., in which
readers can chat about the books they
are reading, Bulovic said.

“Silent book club is really just a way
for people to come together, but not
have to read something that maybe
they’re reading in another book club,
or it’s a genre that they don’t want to
read, or something like that,” she add-
ed. “They get to read whatever it is
they’re currently reading, so it’s a good
way to gather people for that commu-
nity building but still kind of be in your
own space and your own time.” 

Participants are not required to buy
a book at the bookstore to participate. 

Belmont Bookshop has also started 

Belmont Bookshop
starts silent book club

Brian Frederick waits on a customer at the Belmont Bookshop. MIKE HENSDILL/USA TODAY NETWORK

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See CLUB, Page 6A

Model and actor Brooklyn Decker
will be the featured speaker when Gas-
ton County Rotary clubs, Rotary Inter-
national and the Belmont-based
Promise for Haiti organization host a
gala evening at Daniel Stowe Botanical
Garden raising funds to complete and
equip a children’s wing at a hospital in
Haiti. 

Impoverished children in one of the
poorest regions of Haiti will be the
beneficiaries of the event, which will
kick off a campaign to raise $206,000
for the hospital project. 

The date for the dinner and program
is May 9, 2024, 7 - 9 p.m. Tickets are
$100, and table sponsorships are
$1,000. Donations also are being ac-
cepted. 

Decker, who grew up in Matthews,
is known for her modeling career and
for her roles in films and on television.
She also is an ardent supporter of pro-
jects to help the people of Haiti. She
will be joined at the local event by Dr.
Guy Theodore, who is the founder of
Hospital Bienfaisance, where the chil-
dren’s wing is being built. 

Hospital Bienfaisance is in the city
of Pignon in Haiti’s northern Central
Plateau, far from where violence is be-
ing reported in the capital city of Port-
Au-Prince. 

Under the leadership of Past Presi-
dent Whitney Norton, Belmont Rotary
Club formed an alliance with the Ro-
tary Club of Pignon, Haiti, in 2022,
when Norton began working to sup-
port the pediatric wing project at Hos-
pital Bienfaisance. 

The 65-bed hospital serves a region
of more than 300,000 people. It has
two operating rooms, a lab, endoscopy,

Gala to help
Haitian
children 
is May 9
Ted Hall 
Special to The Gazette

See GALA, Page 6A

Interested in local lore and history?
Check out this upcoming Kings

Mountain historic walking tour that will
take participants around town and into
the past. 

Mauney Memorial Library is hosting
the tour, which will be held at 10 a.m. on
May 4, beginning at Old Southern Rail-
way Depot, located at 301 N. Piedmont
Ave. 

Registration is required.
Find more information on the tour

and register on the Mauney Memorial
Library website, mauneylibrary.org or

check out the library’s Facebook page.
Former mayor, Scott Neisler, will be

leading and narrating the inaugural
tour.

Christina Martin, director of Mauney
Memorial Library, said there are 24
stops for those who want to do the full
tour, and an abbreviated option that en-
compasses stops one through 15, all on

one side of King Street.
She said Healthy Together Cleveland

County gave the library a grant, which
paid for signs to be printed and assisted
in promoting “getting out and exercising
in a fun and educational opportunity,
creating a healthy, connected 

New walking tour shows Kings Mountain history 
Rebecca Sitzes
Shelby Star

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TOUR, Page 6A

CALL TODAY TO SEE IF YOU ARE ELIGIBLE

828-624-0141

Deadline To File: 

August 10, 2024

If you’ve been rejected before, 
your injury may qualify under 
new criteria.

- Call before 

the deadline expires.

WERE YOU OR 
A LOVED ONE 

AT CAMP LEJEUNE 
BETWEEN 1953 

AND 1987?

FREE HEARING EVALUATIONS
Miracle-Ear is proud to offer FREE* Hearing 
Evaluations for members of our community!

COMMUNITY NOTICE

EXCLUSIVE SAVINGS

$595
Prescription Hearing Aids

Valid on MEMINI Solution 1, one aid only.  
Expires  04/30/2024.

SPECIAL OFFER

100%
No Money Down, No Obligation

FREE TRIAL**

Call 980-448-1300

BELMONT
South Point 

Family Practice
1220 Spruce St.

*Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only, not a medical 
exam. **100% free trial available at participating locations for up to 30 days. If you are not completely satisfied, the aids may be 
returned to the store of trial within trial period in satisfactory condition as determined by Miracle-Ear. See store for additional details. EO456983CODE:

MANDY DAVIS, BC-HIS

Call today for an appointment in the Belmont office with Mandy Davis, Board Certified in Hearing Instrument Sciences. Mandy has 12 
years of experience and an unwavering commitment to improving lives through better hearing. 
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To include your church or update 
your weekly ad please contact 
churchdirectory@localiq.com or 

call 800-293-4709

WO-SPAD0913101909

Community 
Worship

BAPTIST 

CATHOLIC 

 

320 Catawba Street 
704-825-8845 

Danny Peterson, Pastor 
 Sunday Worship.….…..10:30am 
 Children’s Worship….. 11:00am 
 Wed. Morning Bible....11:00am 

Nursery Available 

1310 Cherryville Hwy, Dallas NC 
Pastor Andy Nicolson 

Associate Pastor Ted Smith 
Sunday School..............10:00am 
Morning Worship ........11:00am 
Sunday Night.................6:00pm 
Wed. Night Service .......7.00pm 

GI-36459004

LUTHERAN 

A North American  
Lutheran Church 

725 Gastonia Technology Pkwy 
Dallas, NC   704-922-4648 

www.oslc-nc.org 
Pastor:  Peter Feige 

Join us Sunday! 
Sunday School………..…..9:45am 
Sunday Worship…….….11:00am 
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RESERVE
YOUR 
SPOT

TODAY!

To include your business 
please contact churchdirectory@localiq.com 

or call Meta at 800-293-4709
AU-33494215

Brought to you by these  
community minded businesses

WO-SPAD0909095431

321
Equipment Co.

Family Owned & Operated
704-867-2317

www.321Equipment.com

Celebrating 40 Years Of Service

New & Used ContainersG
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BLACK’S

BARBECUE
In Memory of 

Jim & Margaret Black

2902 South York Rd., Gastonia

704-867-0941

For more Information or to Schedule a Transport: 
24 Hours-a-day

(704)824-2455
www.CarolinaSpecialtyTransport.comG

I-2
80

16
97

1

MECA REALTY 

Serving 
Gaston County
704-867-2376

Costner 
Funeral 

Home, Inc.

2425 W. Franklin Blvd.

704-864-6787

Service of Distinction Since 1939
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RESERVE
YOUR
SPOT
TODAY!

WO-SPAD0818164731
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Certified Public Accountant
1536 A Union Rd.

Gastonia, NC 28054
704-865-3461
Fax: 704-861-0310

Visit us at: www.Mark-CPA.com G
I-2
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766 Friday Park Rd.
(across from Gaston College)

Dallas, NC

704-922-8471

GRANITE MAN
801 N. Main Street 

Clover, SC 
704-913-1771
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GI-28016956

Badcock
H O M E           F U R N I T U R E &more®

"Hometown Furniture For You"
1392 E. Franklin Blvd.

Gastonia, NC

704-862-6022 GI-28016979

Jewelry Studio  
www.facetfoundryjewelry.com  

530 S. New Hope Rd., Gastonia, NC  
704-867-5332 
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191 E. Franklin Blvd.
704-864-5464 G
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www.strawberrymotor.com
5604 Dallas High Shoals Hwy

Dallas, NC

FREE HOTLINE  
SERVICE

DAILY SHIPPING
& DELIVERY

704.922.5791

• Engines
• Transmissions
• Starters
• Alternators
• Body Pieces GI-28017043

& EMPLOYEES
2230 E FRANKLIN BLVD., SUIT 100 

704-853-0802
KENDRICK CROSSING 3340
ROBINWOOD RD., SUITE 100

704-853-3900

The UPS Store
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PRECISION 
MACHINE PRODUCTS
2347N.Chester St., Gastonia, NC

704-865-8507
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Spencer-Pettus
Machine Co.

Management & Employees

1312 Ramseur Road
Bessemer City, NC

704-629-4327
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Stamey-Cherryville
Funeral Home

Providing Service With Dignity
Cherryville’s Only Family Owned Funeral Home

Phone (704) 445-8144

405 North 
Dixie Street

Cherryville,
NC 28021

Hometown Service Since 1955
Family owned and operated

704-827-3421
www.mounthollyheatingandair.com

107 Madora St. • Mt. Holly

G
I-2

80
17

04
4

GOOD SAFE DRIVERS

• Low Monthly Premiums
• Good Rates for Parents w/Teen Driver
• Homeowner/Auto Discounts

www.whitesidesinsurance.com
704-865-3455

1355 E Garrison Blvd • Gastonia, NC
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Woodlawn
Funeral Home

Family Owned and Operated Since 2000
375 Woodlawn Ave., Mount Hol ly

704-820-0608
www.woodlawnfuneral.org

RESERVE
YOUR
SPOT
TODAY!

RESERVE
YOUR
SPOT
TODAY!

GI-28017051

www.dallaselectric.com

704-867-4404

914 North Main St. • Stanley

704-263-4747
www.clippards.com

50
Years!

Clippard’s
FURNITURE & INTERIORS
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BARRETT FLOOR
COVERING

150 DIXON SCHOOL ROAD  
KINGS MOUNTAIN, NC

704-739-4581
M-F 8am - 5pm | Sat 8am - 12noon
“See Us For All Your Flooring Needs”
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• Most Insurance Accepted • Fast, Friendly Service 

• Vitamins, Herbs, & Nutritional Supplements 

• Rx Compounding

Free Delivery 704-865-3411

GI-38613850

Daily Bible Readings

©2024 Keister-Williams Newspaper Services, P.O. Box 8187, Charlottesville, VA 22906, www.kwnews.com

Scriptures Selected by the American Bible Society  z  Daily Devotional at DailyBible.AmericanBible.org

Once upon a time a boy wandered deep into 

the woods. As the sun sank behind the trees, 

the boy panicked, not knowing which direction 

to go. Discouraged, he began to lose hope until 

suddenly he remembered…on his keychain was a 

small glowing compass his father had given him. 

Never used, it was nearly forgotten…always there, 

it was a guide to safety. Our Heavenly Father has 

given us a guide to safety…the light of His Word 

can be our guide as we wander through forest of 

life. Visit your house of worship each week and let 

God help you find your way out of darkness.Ph
ot

o C
re

dit
.is

to
ck

ph
ot

o.m
ad

ig 

ALWAYS THERE

Isaiah 
25:1-9

Isaiah
26:1-19

Isaiah
33:17-24

Isaiah
35:1-10

Isaiah
40:1-17

Isaiah
40:18-31

Isaiah
42:1-17

a different book club, called The Novel
Experience Book Club, and that club
does require a purchase to participate.
The Novel Experience Book Club part-
ners with community businesses, and
business owners choose the books and
host the club. 

In May, the club is reading Wherever
You Go, There You Are: Mindfulness
Meditation in Everyday Life, by Jon Ka-
bat-Zinn, and Michelle Miller, the owner
of Belmont Yoga, will lead the discus-
sion.

Brian Frederick, who co-owns Bel-
mont Bookshop with Bulovic, said that
the idea behind the club is to help read-
ers get to know local businesses.

“There might be some folks who are
more comfortable reading about some-
thing than jumping right in to experi-
ence it, so we hope this is a nice hybrid,
that one, lets the community know

about some of the businesses they may
or may not visit, and two, brings people
together the same way that book clubs
do,” he said.

Participants that sign up for one
meeting don’t have to sign up for every
single one, Bulovic said.

“You can kind of pick and choose.
There may be some people who don’t
read a lot of fiction, so they may not sign
up for the next one that’s going to be a
fiction novel,” she said. “It’s just a
unique way… to engage the community
and something that’s just a little bit dif-
ferent.”

To participate, readers must buy the
book from the shop or purchase a copy
from libro.fm, an audiobook service that
supports independent bookstores.
Readers who purchase from Libro need
to let the shop know that they are com-
ing, Bulovic said. The club will partner
with a local coffee shop, The Wandering
Cup, in June, and they will read Before
the Coffee Gets Cold, a novel by Toshi-
kazu Kawaguchi.

Club
Continued from Page 1A

community.”
The tour will take between an hour

and an hour and a half.
“The oldest known house in Kings

Mountain will be on the tour, as well as
the depot, overhead bridges, Central
School and more peppered with lots of
stories of yesteryear,” Martin said.

Tour
Continued from Page 1A

X-ray and pharmacy, and it also trains
doctors and nurses. The hospital pro-
vides care for all who walk in the door,
whether or not one can pay. Now it is
trying to complete construction of a
special wing where children can receive
treatment separated from adult pa-
tients. 

“Since the inception of the hospital in
1981, there has been a need for the chil-
dren to have a wing dedicated to their
healthcare,” said Promise for Haiti
President Dr. Omer Shedd of Cramer-
ton. “Currently, children are placed in
wards with adults. With the pediatric
wing and medical equipment, we will be
able to provide dedicated and safe space
for the children in the hospital.” 

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets and sponsorships, or to
make a donation, go to promiseforhai-
ti.org/gala.

Gala
Continued from Page 1A

Brooklyn Decker, wearing a dress
from the Brock Collection, attends
the red carpet for the annual Andy
Roddick Foundation Gala at ACL Live
on Nov. 17, 2019. AUSTIN 360


