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Garrett, Haley Mitchell
are a diamond duo

SPORTS, 1B

Danielle Webb was packed and ready to move, but she
had no place to go. 

It was 2013, and Webb, who worked at a pharmacy, had
plans to buy a house.

“We were looking at a house in Charlotte to buy. And
we were so far along in the process, like I even had the
keys to the place,” she said. “It was just like, we’re just
waiting for this one date, and we’ll be good.”

Then, suddenly, she was told she didn’t qualify for the
loan she expected, and it was too late to get her deposit
back.

“I hadn’t renewed my lease. We were packed up. We
were expecting to move and then all of that fell through,”
she said. “And because I cleared out my savings, I did not
have enough for a security deposit and first month’s rent.”

She and her young son stayed in extended stay motels
and her car. For a while, they rented a room, but left due to
gun violence. 

Webb eventually moved into Catherine’s House, tran-
sitional housing in Belmont for women, and from there,
she was eventually able to find a home again, but the ex-
perience left an indelible impact on her. 

‘It could happen to anyone’

Danielle Webb, the founder of the nonprofit Displaced
Roses, poses on the Highland Rail Trail near Broad St. in
Gastonia on March 10.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Nonprofit created to help those
experiencing homelessness
Kara Fohner Gaston Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See NONPROFIT, Page 3A
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Two days before Christmas in 2021,
Susan Mosk met for the first time a
homeless mother and her five children
who desperately needed a friend. 

Mosk, who is a member of the Bel-
mont Rotary Club, became that friend
and has been the family’s advocate, ad-
visor, confidant and supporter for the
past 15 months. In recognition of her
real-life example of Rotary’s motto to put
“Service Above Self,” Belmont Rotary
Club has named her Rotarian of the Year
for 2022-23. 

The award was announced and pre-
sented by Rotary District Governor Kam-
lesh Chandan at a recent Belmont Rotary
Club meeting.

“I was truly inspired listening to Su-
san’s story,” Chandan said. “Thank you
for making a difference and creating
hope in the world. We are proud to have
you in Rotary.” 

Mosk’s involvement in the crisis be-
gan when Hope United Survivor Net-

work arranged for the family to live tem-
porarily at the Home2 Suites by Hilton,
an extended stay hotel in Belmont,
where a few months earlier Mosk had
been hired as director of sales. 

The family had endured years of se-
clusion enforced by a father who had
died from COVID. Not knowing how to
cope, the mother and children continued
to live in isolation in a house without
electricity or running water until foreclo-
sure forced them out and social services
workers arranged for their move to the
hotel. 

Mosk, herself a mother of three grown
children, could not bear the family
spending Christmas in a hotel room with
no gifts. So, she reached out to her large
network of friends. In her previous em-
ployment, she worked 15 years in leader-
ship positions for the Gaston County
Family YMCA, where she became dis-
trict executive director responsible for
all YMCA facilities and programs in Gas-
ton County. 

She turned first to a fellow Rotarian in 

Rotarian honored for helping homeless mother get back on her feet
Ted Hall
Special To The Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

Susan Mosk holds the Belmont Rotarian of The Year Award, which was presented
by Rotary District Governor Kamlesh Chandan, left, with Belmont Rotary
President Whitney Norton. PROVIDED BY TED HALL See HONORED, Page 2A
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Dr. Lee has a strong background in 
ophthalmology and specializes in 

. He is now seeing 
patients at our Gastonia location.

2325 Aberdeen Blvd  
Suite A 

Gastonia, NC 28054 

704-853-3937
www.gastoneye.com

“I’m looking forward to caring for you and your  
 eye health needs” - Dr. Daniel Lee

Gaston Eye is proud to announce the newest 
addition to our caring team of physicians

Daniel Lee, DO
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Sunday, May 14th, 2023
Hurry! Deadline is Monday, May 8th, 2023

Please visit celebrations.gastongazette.com
to place your Mother’s Day greeting or send it to

GastonGazetteClass@gannett.com and we will help place your greeting. 
When submitting your email request, please include your address and phone number.

If you need assistance, please call 888-508-9353

ONLY
$2000

Congratulate 
A Graduate!

2023
Announcing the Graduation of

JANE WHITE
Jane White earned a 

bachelor of science degree 

in psychology from State 

University. Congratulations!

ONLY

$2000

Please visit
 celebrations.gastongazette.com

to place your Graduation greeting or send it to
GastonGazetteClass@gannett.com
and we will help place your greeting. 

When submitting your email request, please include 
your address and phone number.

If you need assistance, please call 888-508-9353.

Sunday, May 21st, 2023
Hurry! Deadline is Monday, May 15th

Today is Sunday, April 16, the 106th
day of 2023. There are 259 days left in
the year. 
On this date in:
1789: President-elect George Wash-
ington left Mount Vernon, Virginia,
for his inauguration in New York. 
1889: Comedian and movie director
Charles Chaplin was born in London.
1945: In his first speech to Congress,
President Harry S. Truman pledged to
carry out the war and peace policies
of his late predecessor, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt. A Soviet sub-
marine in the Baltic Sea torpedoed
and sank the MV Goya, which Germa-
ny was using to transport civilian ref-
ugees and wounded soldiers; it’s es-
timated that up to 7,000 people died. 
1947: The cargo ship Grandcamp,
carrying ammonium nitrate, blew up
in the harbor in Texas City, Texas; a
nearby ship, the High Flyer, which
was carrying ammonium nitrate and
sulfur, caught fire and exploded the
following day; the blasts and fires
killed nearly 600 people. 
1963: Martin Luther King Jr. wrote his
“Letter from Birmingham Jail” in
which the civil rights activist respon-
ded to a group of local clergymen

who had criticized him for leading
street protests; King defended his tac-
tics, writing, “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.” 
1972: Apollo 16 blasted off on a voyage
to the moon with astronauts John W.
Young, Charles M. Duke Jr. and Ken
Mattingly on board. 
1977: Alex Haley, author of the best-
seller “Roots,” visited the Gambian vil-
lage of Juffure, where, he believed, his
ancestor Kunte Kinte was captured as
a slave in 1767. 
1996: Britain’s Prince Andrew and his
wife, Sarah, the Duchess of York, an-
nounced they were in the process of
divorcing. 
2003: Michael Jordan played his last
NBA game with the Washington Wiz-
ards, who lost to the Philadelphia
76ers, 107-87.
2007: In one of America’s worst school
attacks, a college senior killed 32 peo-
ple on the campus of Virginia Tech be-
fore taking his own life. 
2018: The New York Times and The
New Yorker won the Pulitzer Prize for
public service for breaking the Harvey
Weinstein scandal with reporting that
galvanized the #MeToo movement. 
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the Belmont club and asked if he would
be a secret Santa for the family. He im-
mediately agreed and brought her gift
cards totaling hundreds of dollars, with
which Mosk purchased gifts of clothing
and toys for every member of the family. 

On Christmas Eve, Mosk and the ho-
tel manager wrapped the presents and
hid them in a housekeeping closet until
delivering them to the family on Christ-
mas morning. 

The Christmas miracle was joyful,
but Mosk knew the clock was ticking,
because the hotel costs were covered for
only a month. She turned again to her
network, enlisting a dozen or more in
the search for an apartment and a way
to pay the rent. 

Just before time ran out at the hotel, a
suitable apartment was found, and a
Belmont church Mosk had contacted
used its crisis fund to pay the security
deposit and first month’s rent. 

Another church welcomed the family
into their congregation and began pro-
viding educational programs to help
them with managing their finances and
other living skills. 

The Gaston County Soccer Associa-
tion, of which Mosk was president, ar-
ranged a scholarship that allowed one of
the children to play. 

Belmont Rotary Club members orga-
nized a campaign to solicit, collect and
deliver furniture, household products
and supplies and everything else the
family needed to furnish and occupy
their apartment. Those unable to con-

tribute items gave gift cards and other
financial contributions. 

Mosk’s husband, Doug Mosk, drove
his truck and trailer to collect donated
items and with the help of several Ro-
tarians delivered and placed in the
apartment beds, mattresses, tables,
chairs and much more. 

Soon after the mother of the family
attended a Belmont Rotary Club meet-
ing to express her appreciation, the
club learned she was in danger of los-
ing her new job because her car had
broken down, and she had no money
to have it repaired. Members reached
for their wallets and in minutes put
more than $900 on a table to cover the
repair costs.

Now, more than a year after their
first meeting, Mosk remains in daily
contact with the family. She’s been in-
strumental in helping the mother find
employment, assisting her with ob-
taining her late husband’s benefits to
which the family is entitled, and solv-
ing many other problems that arise in
a family still learning how to cope on
their own. 

“Many people see a need and take
action by writing a check or making a
phone call,” said Belmont Rotary Club
President Whitney Norton. “But what
Susan Mosk has done for this family is
extraordinary because she follows
through and goes, not just the extra
mile, but all the way to get done what-
ever she sees that needs doing. Her de-
dication to this family is the embodi-
ment of the Service Above Self motto
to which all Rotarians adhere. And that
is why Belmont Rotary Club chose her
to receive the Rotarian of The Year
Award.” 

Honored
Continued from Page 1A

Sunday’s question: What grandmother was commended by Paul for her great
faith in Christ?

Saturday’s answer: Joseph (Genesis 42:6-12).

HUGH BRITTAIN THE BIBLE SAYS


