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S
eventy-two Highland School

of Technology students will

have their art show at Daniel

Stowe Botanical Garden this

spring. h The students painted both

sides of wooden doors as part of the

“Opening Doors to Spring” exhibit,

which will run through June 18 at the

botanical garden. h “I’m beyond proud.

I’m filled with beautifulness,” said

freshman Sasha Kellogg as she stood

next to a door she painted with pansies.

She said she hoped her her art delivered

a message to people who see it. “I want

people to be full with joy.”

At the threshold

Highland School of Techology ninth-grader Sasha Kellogg poses next to the door she
painted, now on display at Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden. SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Students ‘Opening Doors to Spring’ with
their art at Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden

Gaston Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See DOORS, Page 2A

Highland School of Technology
students painted doors for a
display at Daniel Stowe Botanical
Garden. SEAN CORCORAN/GASTON

COUNTY SCHOOLS

Billy Brinson wants to go to trial. 
Brinson has been in jail since 2018

on a first-degree murder charge, and
he is frustrated because he has not
been allowed a bond and hasn’t re-
cently appeared in court. 

“I know it’s getting ridiculous. I’ve
been here five years. No court date, no
bond, nothing. I’ve wrote Raleigh. I’ve
tried to call my lawyers. I tried to write
the DA myself… Nobody’s doing any-
thing. I have nothing to hide. I’m ready
to go to court,” he said. 

Brinson is among five people ac-
cused of killing Kenneth A. Pilgrim,
who was also known as Kenneth
Black. Pilgrim, 44, was killed some-
time in early August 2018 in the View
Heights Court area, just north of the
South Carolina line west of Gastonia.

Pilgrim died of blunt force trauma,
and he was a resident of the Cleveland
County town of Grover. A state Depart-
ment of Transportation worker found
his body, which had been there for sev-
eral days, and family members identi-
fied him using his tattoos.

Man jailed
for five years
on murder
charge asks
for trial
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TRIAL, Page 2A

More than 150 Gaston County sen-
ior citizens who qualify for the Meals
on Wheels program can't be served
now because of a shortage of volun-
teers to make deliveries, and Rotary
clubs in Belmont, Mount Holly and
Gastonia are teaming up to help.

Belmont Rotary President Whitney
Norton made addressing the needs of
senior citizens one of the club's objec-
tives for the year and contacted other
clubs to seek their support. After two
combined meetings of the Belmont 

See ROTARY CLUBS, Page 3A

Can Boston Bruins, Connor
McDavid hit major milestones?
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Rotary clubs to
help Meals on
Wheels serve
more Gaston
seniors
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and Mount Holly clubs, Meals on
Wheels was identified as the program
where Rotarian volunteers could be
most effective.

Today, more than 750 volunteers are
delivering meals to more than 360 senior
citizens five days a week, but many more
qualified seniors are on a waiting list be-
cause of a shortage of volunteers.

Selina Pate, who directs Meals on
Wheels in her role as adult nutrition pro-
gram supervisor at Gaston County social
services, spoke at a Belmont Rotary Club
meeting recently to provide more specif-
ics on the role of delivery volunteers and
to encourage Rotarians to complete a
registration form available online. Sev-
eral members already have volunteered,
and more sign-ups are anticipated fol-
lowing the presentation.

Delivery volunteers dedicate at least
one lunch hour each month to the pro-
gram. In addition to helping meet sen-
iors' nutrition needs, Meals on Wheels
volunteers provide a brief visit and a
safety check on those who may not see
or speak to another person that day.

Pate said the main requirements for
being a Meals on Wheels volunteer is "to
have a big smile and a desire to care for
those who once cared for us." Other re-
quirements are to have a reliable vehicle,
a driver's license and to pass a screening
process that includes a criminal back-
ground check.

Meals are delivered every weekday
from eight sites in Gaston County.
Queen of the Apostles Catholic Church is
the Belmont area meal pick-up site, also
serving Cramerton, McAdenville and
Lowell. Routes are established so meals

can be delivered within one hour. Vol-
unteers pick up meals between 10:45
and 11:30 a.m., so routes can be com-
pleted by 12:30 p.m. Volunteers sign up
to deliver at least one day per month.

How to become a volunteer

Join the network of more than 750
volunteers who are making a differ-
ence in the lives of seniors across Gas-
ton County. By donating your lunch
break at least once a month, you can
help the Meals on Wheels program
reach the 1 in 6 seniors who might not
know where their next meal is coming
from. Find out more about volunteer-
ing on the Meals on Wheels website at:
www.gastongov.com/466/Meals-on-
Wheels, or you can call 704.862.7540,
or send an email to: volunteer@gas-
tongov.com.

About Rotary

Rotary is an international service
organization with 1.4 million members
in more than 200 countries. "Service
Above Self" is the Rotary motto. Rotari-
ans work together to promote peace,
fight disease, support education, grow
local economies and protect the envi-
ronment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the Home2 Suites by Hilton in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information,
visit www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Ted Hall is a member of Belmont Ro-
tary Club.

Gaston adult nutrition
supervisor Selina Pate, left,
spoke to Belmont Rotarians
about volunteer
requirements for the Meals
on Wheels program at the
invitation of club President
Whitney Norton, who is
working to provide
additional volunteers for
the program from Rotary
clubs in Belmont, Mount
Holly and Gastonia.
PROVIDED BY BELMONT ROTARY

CLUB

Rotary clubs
Continued from Page 1A

WASHINGTON – The Senate voted
overwhelmingly Wednesday to con-
tinue congressional authorization for
the use of military force in the global
fight against terror, turning back an ef-
fort by Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul to re-
peal the 2001 measure. 

Senators rejected the amendment
86-9 as they are debating a separate re-
peal of two authorizations of military
force in Iraq. There is broad bipartisan
support to withdraw that congression-
al approval granted in 1991 and 2002 for
military strikes against Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime. 

While those two authorizations are
rarely used and are focused on just one
country, Iraq, the 2001 measure gave
President George W. Bush broad au-
thority for the invasion of Afghanistan
and the fight against terrorism, approv-
ing force “against those nations, or-
ganizations, or persons” that planned
or aided the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on
the United States. 

Passed in September 2001, it is still
used to this day to justify U.S. military
action against terror groups that are
deemed a threat against America. 

The 2002 measure that launched the
invasion of Iraq 20 years ago this week
has been used much less frequently,
and supporters of repealing it say it is
vulnerable to abuse. President Joe Bi-
den has said he supports that repeal. 

Senators in both parties said they
might be open to eventually replacing
the 2001 authorization for the war on
terror and narrowing its authority, but
they argued that it should not be fully
repealed. “We have not yet had that
substantive discussion,” said Senate
Foreign Relations Committee Chair-
man Bob Menendez, D-N.J., ahead of
the amendment vote. 

Paul said that by repealing only the
Iraq authorizations, Congress is “miss-
ing the point” since Saddam’s regime
no longer exists. By leaving the 2001
measure in place, Congress is keeping
the authorization that approves “war
everywhere, all the time,” he said.

The Senate is expected to vote next
week to repeal the two Iraq measures. 

It’s unclear whether leaders in the
Republican-controlled House will bring
the bill up for a vote, even if it passes
the Senate. Forty-nine House Republi-
cans supported the legislation repeal-
ing the Iraq authorities when then-ma-
jority Democrats held a vote two years
ago, but current House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif., opposed it then.

McCarthy signaled this week that he
is open to supporting the measure, but
it’s unclear whether House Republi-
cans will move the Senate bill without
any changes. House Foreign Affairs
Committee Chairman Michael McCaul,
R-Texas, said he is interested in replac-
ing the two Iraq authorizations instead
of just repealing them.

McCaul met with Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., on
Wednesday on the authorizations of
military force and other issues.

Virginia Sen. Tim Kaine, the lead
Democratic author of the Senate bill to
repeal the Iraq authorizations, said he
believes bipartisan support in the
House could move votes. 

Kaine and Sen. Todd Young, the In-
diana Republican who is also leading
the push, have argued that repeal will
help the United States’ strategic part-
nership with Iraq.

Senate votes to keep 2001
war-on-terror authority
Mary Clare Jalonick
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Sens. Tim Kaine, D-Va., center, and
Todd Young, R-Ind., behind him, are
joined by representatives of the
American Legion Thursday at the
Capitol. The two are leading the push
to repeal the 1991 and 2002 Iraq war
authorizations. J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP


