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1993 bombing remembered

Ceremonies mark anniversary of attack,
honor victims. 8A

At Victory Farm, the horses and their
riders help each other. 

Among them are Manly, who was
used for years by Amish people before
being consigned to slaughter, and Bella,
who was found with a herd of feral hors-
es, trapped and starving after a flood in
Kentucky. 

There are others who were rescued
from slaughter, and a mare who has re-
covered from abuse. The horses, many
of them senior citizens, are survivors.
And they are exactly what their riders
need.

Victory Farm serves children and
adults with disabilities, offering thera-
peutic horseback riding that comes with
a host of benefits, said Dory Pell, pro-
gram director at Victory Farm.

Pell comes from “a horse family,” and
she worked with other therapeutic rid-
ing programs before she decided to open
Victory Farm. 

Therapeutic riding, she said, “carries
over into every aspect of their lives.” 

Her riders, some of whom struggle to
walk or sit up, approach the task as an
athletic endeavor, “so it’s not another
therapy for them. It’s much more excit-
ing and challenging.”

Julia Walsh, 24, who was born with
cerebral palsy, said she has been riding
at Victory Farm since she was 13. 

“In the beginning stages, it really
helped with my balance, my sense of
balance. I started to notice that I didn’t
fall as much. I had better strength in my
legs,” Walsh said.

Walsh said that before she began
horseback riding, she was falling almost
every day. 

“I would just trip on air, honestly. I
was very clumsy. I didn’t realize how
much it was happening until I started
riding,” she said. 

After she began horseback riding,
she fell “not even once a week.”

She said that when she’s riding her 

Therapeutic horseback
riding opens doors

Eight-year-old Sam Moody-Musick gives a thumbs up during a riding session at
Victory Farm on Feb. 18. MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette
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See HORSE RIDING, Page 9A

Making a decision to leave the city
where his parents started Certified
Lawn Mowers in their backyard almost
50 years ago was not easy for Efren Ro-
mero. But just weeks after closing in
South Charlotte and reopening in Bel-
mont, Romero and his partner, Chelo
Delgado, are confident they made the
right choice.

Certified Lawn Mowers is located at
124 Hubbard St., just off Wilkinson
Boulevard, in Belmont, selling a varie-
ty of outdoor power equipment and
also servicing equipment for their cus-
tomers. 

Romero and Delgado put a lot of
emphasis on the service side of their
business.

“What you get with us that you
don’t get from the large chain stores is
you also get the service,” Romero said.

Certified Lawn Mowers is at 124
Hubbard Street in Belmont. PHOTO

PROVIDED BY TED HALL. 

Charlotte
lawn
business
moves to
Belmont
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

See LAWN CARE, Page 2A

LGBTQ advocates are becoming in-
creasingly alarmed as municipalities
and school districts across the country
take measures prohibiting displays of
the rainbow Pride flag on public proper-

ty and in classrooms.
Some say the moves reflect a broader

wave of GOP-endorsed reform and pol-
icy efforts that include book bans,
changes to school curricula, attacks on
the use of pronouns and restriction of
reproductive rights.

“We’re in the middle of an avalanche

of anti-trans and anti-LGBTQ bills,” said
Dara Adkison, board secretary for Tran-
sOhio, a trans equality organization in
Columbus, Ohio. “They’re playing that
numbers game of, ‘What can we squeak
through?’ ”

Such restrictions have been ap-
proved in Delaware, Ohio, and in Cold

Spring, New York, as well as in school
districts from Davis County, Utah, to
Wales, Wisconsin. In Green Bay, Wis-
consin, an effort to push a similar city-
wide measure there was narrowly de-
feated this month.

LGBTQ advocates alarmed by attacks on rainbow flag
Marc Ramirez
USA TODAY

See LGBTQ, Page 2A

Crest defeat South Point to move
ahead in 3A West playoffs
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* Discounts vary by merchant, location and offer; subject to availability. Offers may change without notice.          
   Total savings vary based on the number of discounts and coupons redeemed and value of offers.

1) Register and enter codes at: www.diningdealsusa.com

2) Enter today’s code before Wednesday, March 1, 2023 at 11:59 p.m.

3) Redeem today’s bonus code for coupon redemptions that interest you.  
 Coupons cover restaurants, travel, family fun, automotive, shopping  
 and more!

VG2HL85

SUPPORT YOUR FAVORITE 
BUSINESSES IN THE OFFICIAL 

COMMUNITY’S CHOICE AWARDS

YOU COULD WIN $250!
OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. To vote and be eligible for the $250 

prize, at least 25 categories must be filled in.  $250 prize is a Gift Card. 
For complete official rules go to: gastongazette.com/contests.

2023

NOMINATION PERIOD: FEBRUARY 6 - 27
VOTING PERIOD: APRIL 14 - 29

FIND THE WINNERS IN THE JULY SPECIAL SECTION!

VISIT GASTONGAZETTE.COM/CONTESTS  
TO SHOW YOUR SUPPORT!

The program polls the local community to select the best businesses 
and organizations in the area. Learn more about the program and 

participate by visiting the website below.

Speaking at a recent Belmont Rotary
Club meeting, Romero proudly intro-
duced Chelo Delgado as a young man
who began work at Certified Lawn
Mowers part-time while still a high
school student. He later became man-
ager of the company and now is a part-
ner. 

The business provides products and

services for commercial and residen-
tial customers. Products include riding
and push mowers, leaf and snow blow-
ers, weed eaters and brush cutters, till-
ers, chainsaws, hedge clippers and
edgers, aerators and more. Services
include small engine repair, blade
sharpening and warranty work.

Major brands offered include Husq-
varna, Briggs & Stratton, Kawasaki,
Gravely, Honda engine and others. 

For more information on Certified
Lawn Mowers, call 704.527.2765, or
visit certifiedlawnmowers.com. 

Lawn care
Continued from Page 1A

Monday’s question: Who, after
stealing battle spoils, confessed to his
theft and was stoned to death?

Sunday’s answer: Balaam (Num-
bers 22:27-34).

THE BIBLE SAYS

Today is Monday, Feb. 27, the 58th
day of 2023. There are 307 days left in
the year. On this date in:

1807: Poet Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow was born in Portland, Maine.

1922: The Supreme Court, in Leser
v. Garnett, unanimously upheld the
19th Amendment to the Constitution,
which guaranteed the right of women
to vote. 

1933: Germany’s parliament build-
ing, the Reichstag, was gutted by fire;
Chancellor Adolf Hitler, blaming the
Communists, used the fire to justify
suspending civil liberties. 

1939: The Supreme Court, in Na-
tional Labor Relations Board v. Fan-
steel Metallurgical Corp., effectively
outlawed sit-down strikes. 

1942: The Battle of the Java Sea be-
gan during World War II; Imperial Jap-
anese naval forces scored a decisive
victory over the Allies. 

1951: The 22nd Amendment to the
Constitution, limiting a president to
two terms of office, was ratified. 

1973: Members of the American In-
dian Movement occupied the hamlet
of Wounded Knee in South Dakota, the
site of the 1890 massacre of Sioux men,
women and children. (The occupation
lasted until the following May.) 

1991: Operation Desert Storm came
to a conclusion as President George
H.W. Bush declared that “Kuwait is lib-
erated, Iraq’s army is defeated,” and
announced that the allies would sus-
pend combat operations at midnight,
Eastern time. 

1997: Divorce became legal in Ire-
land.

1998: With the approval of Queen
Elizabeth II, Britain’s House of Lords
agreed to end 1,000 years of male pref-
erence by giving a monarch’s first-
born daughter the same claim to the
throne as any first-born son. 

2006: Former Newark Eagles co-
owner Effa Manley became the first
woman elected to the Baseball Hall of
Fame.

TODAY IN HISTORY

And in Florida, Republican state Rep.
David Borrero has introduced a bill that
would similarly limit flag displays at all
governmental and public school build-
ings statewide.

How do these measures ban Pride
flags?

The municipal measures that prohib-
it rainbow flags aren’t explicitly ex-
pressed as such. Presented as a means
to avoid favoring any one group over an-
other, they limit flag displays to govern-
ment and military flags – but the effect
is the same.

In the measure in Delaware, Ohio,
city manager Thomas Homan in May
2022 informed flag and banner appli-
cants that the city was pausing its pro-
gram for review in light of a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision that month ruling
that Boston city officials had violated a
Christian group’s free speech rights
when they denied a request to fly a
Christian flag over city hall. Delaware’s
program allowed organizations to re-
quest their flags be displayed on city
street poles.

“While unfortunate for our local non-
profit organizations who use the banner
and flag program to support cultural and
community events, it is reasonable and
prudent to take this step to protect the
interests of our city,” he wrote.

A city spokesman told USA TODAY
the review was ongoing.

On March 7, City Council members in
Huntington Beach, California, are set to
take their final vote on a similar mea-
sure.

At the council’s meeting last week,
board member Dan Kalmick criticized

the proposal as cloaked in language hid-
ing its true intentions.

“This is a poor and cowardly ordi-
nance couched in ‘equality,’ ” Kalmick
said. “It’s, of course, a ban on the city
flying the Pride flag. Call it what it is. ... If
it walks like a ban and quacks like a ban,
it’s a ban.”

Two previous council votes have fa-
vored the ordinance 4-3. The proposed
measure notes that businesses and in-
dividuals can still display flags of their
choice on private property.

Last week, Debbie Chang, president
and CEO of the private foundation fund-
ed by nonprofit health plan Blue Shield
of California, informed Huntington
Beach officials that given the situation,
the group had canceled plans to conduct
a two-day retreat for trustees and senior
management in the city in June.

“We decided that we could no long-
er in good conscience meet in your city
until the uncertainty of this situation
is resolved,” Chang wrote in a letter.

Given the LGBTQ community’s high
rates of health inequities and domestic
violence, she said, the city’s move to
ban the Pride flag “puts a vulnerable
population at risk of further harm.”

In response, Huntington Beach
council member Casey McKeon said at
last week’s meeting: “I don’t know why
they are trying to blackmail us eco-
nomically when we are drafting our
government flag policy to only fly gov-
ernment flags that represent every in-
dividual equally.”

Why is the rainbow flag
important?

Gilbert Baker, a Kansas-born artist
who spent much of his life in San Fran-
cisco, created the iconic six-striped
rainbow flag at the behest of LGBTQ
activist and lawmaker Harvey Milk in
1978, according to the New York-based
Gilbert Baker Foundation. He died in
2017.

The symbol has since become an
icon of LGBTQ inclusion.

“It’s that age-old visibility, of know-
ing where you’re welcome,” said Adki-
son, of TransOhio. “The Pride flag is an
easy way of knowing you have some
allies there.”

LGBTQ
Continued from Page 1A

Municipalities and school districts across the country are taking measures
prohibiting displays of the rainbow Pride flag on public property and in
classrooms. Presented as a means to avoid favoring any one group over
another, the language limits flag displays to government and military flags –
but the effect is the same. ANGELA WEISS, AFP/GETTY IMAGES


