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Peace resolution heads to UN 
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fighting in Ukraine. 3A

The Downtown Belmont Develop-
ment Association received a $25,000
grant from the Duke Energy Founda-
tion, and they are using the money to
give part of downtown Belmont’s River
District a facelift. 

The buildings, located on East Ca-
tawba Street across from an antique
mall, were encased in a metal cover in
the 1970s to make them look more like a
strip mall, said Amy Bossard, the chair
of the design committee.

The grant funds paid for the removal
of that cover, and now contractors are 

Part of downtown Belmont
is getting a makeover

A restoration project is underway Feb. 6 on East Catawaba Street in Belmont. PHOTOS BY MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

$25K grant from Duke Energy Foundation funds River District facelift 

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette
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Gaston Aquatics is leading a cam-
paign to raise funds for a center at 642
W. Carpenter St. in Dallas, behind the
Ingles supermarket and beside Carr
Elementary School.

Donna Taylor, president of Gaston
Aquatics, and treasurer Britton Tabor,
who also heads the building commit-
tee, spoke about the project recently at
a Belmont Rotary Club meeting. They
said when the center opens, Gaston
County will have the only public 50-
meter pool west of Charlotte in North
Carolina. That’s important because
swim teams from other counties will
then be coming here for competitions
instead of local swimmers going to
other counties.

According to the presentation, the
benefits of the proposed 34,000-
square-foot aquatics center to be built
in Dallas include:

h Saving lives by teaching children
and adults to swim

h Providing for aquatic rehabilita-
tion therapy 

h Water rescue training for emer-
gency personnel

h Adaptive aquatics for exceptional
students

h Providing a local venue for com-
petitive swimmers

h Boosting the local economy by
bringing swimmers and their families
here for competitions 

Tourism officials say a swim meet,
which usually takes place from Thurs-
day through Sunday, results in
$465,000 to $625,000 in direct spend-
ing per event for hotel stays, food and
other expenses for hundreds of swim-
mers and their families, resulting in a
major boost for local businesses.

Without a 50-meter pool in the
county, the Gaston Gators Swim Club
has been forced to take two major 

Dallas will be
home to new
aquatics center
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

Gaston Aquatics President Donna
Taylor and Treasurer Britton Tabor,
center, are seen with Rotarian Ken
Pahon holding schematics of the
future aquatics center. PHOTO PROVIDED

BY TED HALL

See AQUATICS, Page 2A

The recent takedown of a spy bal-
loon further exacerbated tensions be-
tween China and the U.S. as lawmakers
look to ban TikTok, the popular social
media platform, from U.S. devices,

such as phones and tablets. 
Given TikTok’s ties to China, the so-

cial media app is among the national
security concerns some U.S. lawmakers
harbor against Beijing and its aggres-
sive surveillance tactics.

Legislation, introduced last month
by Sen. Josh Hawley, R-Missouri, and

Rep. Ken Buck, R-Colorado, would ban
the app from being downloaded on any
U.S. device as well as any commercial
activity with the app’s parent company,
ByteDance.

The No TikTok on United States De-
vices Act follows Congress’ decision to
ban the app from government devices 

Ban on TikTok is proposed amid tensions with China

Scheyer has shot at rare record
in his first season at Duke
SPORTS, 1B
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Jennifer Church and Amy Bossard pose in front of the restoration project on
East Catawaba Street in Belmont. See RENOVATION, Page 2A

Bill would keep popular platform off US devices
Sarah Elbeshbishi
USA TODAY

See TIKTOK, Page 5A



Gaston Gazette - 02/17/2023 Page : A02

February 17, 2023 11:39 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

2A | FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2023 | THE GAZETTE

Customer service
To view our most recent disclosures and important information
regarding your subscription, please visit
aboutyoursubscription.gastongazette.com. Contact The Gaston
Gazette for questions or to report issues at 877-383-7395.
Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Full access print and digital subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting gastongazette.com. 

The print Newspaper in Education program has been discontinued.
Funds supporting this program are being redirected to the College
Readership Program. If you have any questions, please contact
877-383-7395.

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at
kellis@gastongazette.com to report a mistake or call 704-869-1823.
Describe the error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ............................................................................. 877-383-7395
Newsroom ............................................................................................ 704-869-1823
Advertising .......................................................................................... 864-562-7351
Obituaries ............................................................ gastongazette.com/obituaries
Classifieds ............................................................ classifieds.gastongazette.com

Postal information
The Gaston Gazette, is published 6 days per week excluding Saturday,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving (observed),
Christmas Day (observed) and New Year’s Day (observed) by Gannett
Media Corp, 1893 Remount Road, Gastonia, NC, 28054. Periodicals
postage paid at Gastonia, NC and additional mailing offices. Postmaster:
Please send address changes to The Gazette, P.O. Box 1538, Gastonia,
NC 28053.

TO
D

AY
’S BO

N
U

S CO
D

E

BONUS CODE

* Discounts vary by merchant, location and offer; subject to availability. Offers may change without notice.          
   Total savings vary based on the number of discounts and coupons redeemed and value of offers.

1) Register and enter codes at: www.diningdealsusa.com

2) Enter today’s code before Sunday, February 19, 2023 at 11:59 p.m.

3) Redeem today’s bonus code for coupon redemptions that interest you.  
 Coupons cover restaurants, travel, family fun, automotive, shopping  
 and more!

VC23YEW

Friday’s question: What Jewish leader banned the sale of goods on the Sab-
bath?

Thursday’s answer: Esau (Genesis 25:31-33).

HUGH BRITTAIN | THE BIBLE SAYS

Today is Friday, Feb. 17, the 48th day of
2023. There are 317 days left in the
year. On this date in:
1801: The U.S. House of Representa-
tives broke an electoral tie between
Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr,
electing Jefferson president; Burr be-
came vice president.
1815: The United States and Britain
exchanged the instruments of rat-
ification for the Treaty of Ghent, end-
ing the War of 1812.
1863: The International Red Cross was
founded in Geneva.
1864: During the Civil War, the Union
ship USS Housatonic was rammed and
sunk in Charleston Harbor, South Caro-
lina, by the Confederate hand-cranked
submarine HL Hunley in the first naval
attack of its kind; the Hunley also sank.
1897: The forerunner of the National
PTA, the National Congress of Mothers,
convened its first meeting in Washing-
ton.
1944: During World War II, U.S. forces
invaded Eniwetok Atoll, encountering
little initial resistance from Imperial
Japanese troops. (The Americans se-
cured the atoll less than a week later.)
1959: The United States launched Van-

guard 2, a satellite that carried meteo-
rological equipment.
1964: The Supreme Court, in Wesberry
v. Sanders, ruled that congressional
districts within each state had to be
roughly equal in population.
1972: President Richard M. Nixon de-
parted the White House with his wife,
Pat, on a historic trip to China.
1988: Lt. Col. William Higgins, a Marine
Corps officer serving with a United
Nations truce monitoring group, was
kidnapped in southern Lebanon by
Iranian-backed terrorists (he was later
slain by his captors).
1995: Colin Ferguson was convicted of
six counts of murder in the December
1993 Long Island Rail Road shootings
(he was later sentenced to a minimum
of 200 years in prison).
2014: Jimmy Fallon made his debut as
host of NBC’s “Tonight Show.”
2015: Vice President Joe Biden opened
a White House summit on countering
extremism and radicalization, saying
the United States needed to ensure
that immigrants were fully included in
the fabric of American society to pre-
vent violent ideologies from taking
root at home.

TODAY IN HISTORY

A motorcyclist was killed in a wreck
on Thursday afternoon in Gastonia, the
Gastonia Police Department said. 

The motorcyclist, who has not been
identified, collided with a car shortly
after 1 p.m. at Chestnut Street. No in-

formation was released about the occu-
pants of the car or their injuries. Police
did not yet have information about
what exactly caused the wreck early
Thursday afternoon.

Franklin Boulevard was closed at
South Avon Street. 

This is a developing story. Check the
Gaston Gazette at www.gastonga-
zette.com/news for updates.

Gastonia police, fire and rescue on the scene of a fatal wreck Thursday at the
intersection of East Franklin Boulevard and South Chestnut Street. MIKE HENSDILL/

THE GASTON GAZETTE

Motorcyclist killed 
in wreck in Gastonia
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

working to repaint the buildings, which
are around 100 years old, and restore
them to their former glory. While most
of them were already occupied by local

businesses, two new tenants, an insur-
ance office and a Cuban restaurant are
moving in. 

Board Chair Jennifer Church said
that she wants downtown Belmont to
feel welcoming.

“Just freshening up the facades of
the buildings will add so much,” she
said.

Renovation
Continued from Page 1A

meets it hosts each year to the Lake
Norman area.

“We must stop this leakage to our
friends north of us and direct it where it
belongs – benefitting our own,” said
Gaston County Director of Travel and
Tourism Michael Applegate in a Gaston
Aquatics campaign brochure.

Gaston County Director of Economic
Development Donny Hicks agreed.

“The proposed aquatics center will
be a key asset for business recruitment
in Gaston County,” he said.

In addition to the large competition
pool, the center also will have a smaller,
warm-water programming pool, said
Taylor.

That pool will have a zero-degree en-
try for swim classes, therapy and
aquatics safety instruction, in addition
to submersible treadmills and bicycles.
Other features of the aquatics center
include elevated seating for 1,200 spec-
tators, clinical rooms, a weight room
and a hospitality suite.

Taylor concluded her presentation

in tears of joy as she showed a video in
which 57-year-old Pastor Rodney Free-
man gave his testimony to the positive
impacts of recently graduating from
the adult learn-to-swim program after
having been afraid all of his life of put-
ting his head under water.

Naming rights and other sponsor-
ship opportunities are available to sup-
port the aquatics center.

For more information, go to gasto-
naquatics.org or send an email to gas-
tonaquatics@gmail.com.

About Rotary: Rotary is an interna-
tional service organization with 1.4 mil-
lion members in more than 200 coun-
tries. “Service Above Self” is the Rotary
motto. Rotarians work together to pro-
mote peace, fight disease, support edu-
cation, grow local economies and pro-
tect the environment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the Home2 Suites by Hilton in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information,
visit www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Aquatics
Continued from Page 1A

RALEIGH, N.C. – With North Caroli-
na’s two legislative chambers at odds
over details of a comprehensive plan
for health care access, the House gave
tentative approval on Wednesday to a
linchpin of any agreement with the
Senate by voting to expand Medicaid to
more low-income adults.

With robust bipartisan support, the
chamber voted 96-23 to accept more
Medicaid coverage available under the
2010 Affordable Care Act. It could cover
potentially 600,000 people who usual-
ly make too much to qualify for conven-
tional Medicaid but too little to benefit
from subsidized private health insur-
ance. The bill still faces one more
House vote on Thursday before going to
the Senate.

North Carolina is among 11 states
that haven’t adopted Medicaid expan-
sion.

“I’m asking for you to support Medi-
caid expansion because it is a smart
and necessary investment in our state,”
Rep. Donny Lambeth, a Forsyth County
Republican and the bill’s chief sponsor,
said during the debate. “Think about
the people you represent who will actu-
ally benefit from this,” he told col-
leagues. 

Republican Senate leaders also want
to expand Medicaid, but with changes
such as loosening “certificate of need”
laws to offer medical equipment or add
hospital beds, and empowering ad-
vanced-practice nurses to treat pa-
tients without a doctor’s supervision.
House Republicans said they’re willing
to consider the changes separately, as
well as others to boost the supply of
medical services and providers. 

The House and Senate passed com-
peting bills in 2022, but couldn’t ham-
mer out a compromise. Lambeth has
expressed optimism that something
can get worked out this year, and that
voting early may jumpstart negotia-
tions. 

All Democrats joined two-thirds of
the Republicans present Wednesday to
back the House measure. Democratic
Gov. Roy Cooper, who would be asked
to sign any final compromise, strongly
supports expanding Medicaid. 

Republicans in charge of the legisla-
ture for years argued that expanding

Medicaid was risky for the state’s fiscal
picture and would widen the federal
government’s influence in people’s
lives. But GOP leaders have come
around to the idea recently, saying the
state’s current Medicaid program is
sound, there were no signs that Con-
gress would stop covering 90% of the
expansion expenses, and that the
working poor need medical insurance. 

The House measure would allow ex-
pansion applicants ages 18-64 to re-
ceive the coverage starting next Janu-
ary. The state would pay its 10% share –
several hundred million dollars annual-
ly – using revenue from assessments
paid by hospitals, which in turn benefit
from getting reimbursed as they cover
patients with Medicaid.

The state also could get an extra $1.5
billion over two years through a finan-
cial sweetener in a COVID-19 federal re-
lief package. House Republicans aim to
use a good bit of the bonus for mental
health services and other needs. 

The House bill also contains a provi-
sion sought by the Senate and the
state’s hospitals that would yield an ex-
tra $3 billion more annually for hospital
systems that treat Medicaid patients. 

An amendment approved during
Wednesday’s floor debate would direct
state health officials to attempt to ne-
gotiate with the federal regulators to re-
quire some Medicaid enrollees to work
if they want to keep receiving coverage. 

North Carolina has 2.9 million peo-
ple on Medicaid. Up to 300,000 could
lose coverage as COVID-19-era protec-
tions end. Many could re-qualify if the
state expands Medicaid.

NC could expand Medicaid
for as many as 600,000
Gary D. Robertson
ASSOCIATED PRESS

North Carolina state Rep. Donny
Lambeth, R-Forsyth, is a primary
sponsor of a bill that the House
Health Committee approved that
would expand Medicaid to hundreds
of thousands of low-income adults
through the 2010 Affordable Care Act.
GARY D. ROBERTSON/AP


