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According to Molly Hemstreet, a
Burke County fiber professional who is
also part of the Engine, “We’re thinking
about creative disruption, not negative
disruption.”

“Not just domestically, but globally
this has been a really important indus-
try. It’s important that we keep this in-
dustry here, that we stabilize it, and that
we create new pathways for workers to
be in the industry,” Hemstreet said.
“Also more sustainable materials and
sustainability is one of the real corner-
stones of the industry.”

Using a $15 million grant from the Na-
tional Science Foundation, which was
split among five organizations, the En-

Gaston College was recently named
as one part of the North Carolina Textile
Innovation and Sustainability Engine.

Becoming part of the engine means
the college’s textile departments will
work closely with other colleges and or-
ganizations across the Southeast to se-
cure a sustainable future for the textile
industry. 

In a press release, Gaston College de-
scribed the goal of the engine. 

“The Engine aims to disrupt the $96
billion textile industry,” the release said.

gine will focus on three core goals.
Those goals include research and

development, workforce develop-
ment and translation to impact or
commercialization. 

“So in each of those pillars or
functions of the engine… We have
kind of a long-term goal. So, for re-
search and development, it’s really
increasing sustainable products
that are in the supply chain and also
creating new businesses. We want
to create new businesses that are
driven by innovation, at least 50
new businesses.”

See TEXTILE, Page 2A

A mother was arrested when two
young children tested positive for opi-
ates at the hospital after nearly dying,
according to prosecutors.

Katrina Annette Lynch, 35, was
charged with two counts of severe
child abuse inflicting serious bodily
injury after two children in her care, a
2 year old and an 18 month old, were
found unresponsive and taken to the
hospital, Assistant District Attorney
Bill Stevenson said during Lynch’s
court appearance Wednesday.

One of the children tested positive
for fentanyl, while the other child
tested positive for an unknown opi-
ate, Stevenson said. 

Lynch admitted to police that she
delayed taking the children to the
hospital because she was scared,
Stevenson said. She also told police
the children had accessed prescrip-
tion medication that they shouldn’t
have. 

Judge John Greenlee set Lynch’s
bond at $500,000.

Woman
charged
with severe
child abuse
Children hospitalized 
for suspected overdoses

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

The District Attorney says a disturbing
trend is happening in Gaston County.
MIKE CARDEW/USA TODAY NETWORK

See ABUSE, Page 2A

Some low-level offenders at risk of
arrest in Gaston County are being giv-
en a chance to avoid prosecution and
jail by voluntarily participating in a
program to help them address the be-
havioral health concerns that led to

the interaction with police.
The program is called LEAD (Law

Enforcement Assisted Diversion), and
program coordinator Adrien Sanders
told members of the Belmont Rotary
Club about the effort when she spoke
at a recent meeting. 

Substance use disorder, sex work
activity, homelessness, poverty and

mental health concerns are some of
the most likely reasons people come
in contact with the LEAD program,
Sanders said.

“The program is designed for people
who keep encountering law enforce-
ment and have barriers to receiving
the help they need to move their lives
in a different direction,” she added.

LEAD originated in Seattle, Wash-
ington, in 2011, and began in Gaston
County on Aug. 31, 2023, after the
county received a $1.2 million grant
from the Bureau of Justice Admini-
stration. The program now has a staff
of three, with 14 active cases. 

Program aims to help rather than incarcerate certain offenders
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

See PROGRAM, Page 2A

Shelby basketball is on a roll. How
selflessness has keyed its surge
SPORTS, 1B

An example of the Vortex 870 that will be used by Gaston College students who study textile technology.
SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

Working to secure
future of textile industry
Chloe Collins
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK
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Friday’s question: Which Jewish
sect did not believe that people will be
resurrected from the dead?

Thursday’s answer: They were
fishermen (Matthew 4:18-20).

HUGH BRITTAIN|
THE BIBLE SAYS

Today is Friday, Feb. 16, the 47th
day of 2024. There are 319 days left in
the year. On this date in:

1862: The Civil War Battle of Fort
Donelson in Tennessee ended as
some 12,000 Confederate soldiers
surrendered; Union Gen. Ulysses S.
Grant’s victory earned him the moni-
ker “Unconditional Surrender Grant.”

1918: Lithuania proclaimed its in-
dependence from the Russian Em-
pire. (Lithuania, which was occupied
by the Soviet Union, then Nazi Ger-
many, then the Soviet Union again
during World War II, renewed its in-
dependence in 1990).

1923: The burial chamber of King
Tutankhamen’s recently unearthed
tomb was unsealed in Egypt by Eng-
lish archaeologist Howard Carter.

1945: American troops landed on
the island of Corregidor in the Philip-
pines during World War II.

1959: Fidel Castro became premier
of Cuba a month and a-half after the
overthrow of Fulgencio Batista.

1960: The nuclear-powered radar
picket submarine USS Triton depart-
ed New London, Connecticut, on the
first submerged circumnavigation by
a vessel.

1961: The United States launched
the Explorer 9 satellite.

1996: Eleven people were killed in a
fiery collision between an Amtrak
passenger train and a Maryland com-
muter train in Silver Spring, Mary-
land.

1998: A China Airlines Airbus
A300 trying to land in fog near Tai-
pei, Taiwan, crashed, killing all 196
people on board, plus seven on the
ground.

2001: The United States and Brit-
ain staged air strikes against radar
stations and air defense command
centers in Iraq.

2009: In Stamford, Connecticut,
a 200-pound chimpanzee named
Travis went berserk, severely maul-
ing its owner’s friend, Charla Nash;
Travis was shot dead by police.

2011: Bookstore chain Borders
filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy pro-
tection and said it would close near-
ly a third of its stores. (Borders
closed all of its remaining stores in
September 2011.)

2012: New York Times correspon-
dent and former Associated Press
reporter Anthony Shadid, a two-
time Pulitzer Prize winner, died of an
apparent asthma attack in Syria
while reporting on the uprising
against its president; he was 43.

2017: In the first full-length news
conference of his presidency, Don-
ald Trump denounced what he
called the “criminal” leaks that took
down his top national security advis-
er, Michael Flynn.

2018: In an indictment, special
counsel Robert Mueller accused 13
Russians of an elaborate plot to
disrupt the 2016 U.S. presidential
election with a huge but hidden so-
cial media trolling campaign aimed
in part at helping Donald Trump.

2023: Tim McCarver, the All-
Star catcher and Hall of Fame
broadcaster who during 60 years in
baseball won two World Series ti-
tles with the St. Louis Cardinals,
died at age 81.

Today’s birthdays: Jazz/pop sing-
er-actor Peggy King is 94. Actor Wil-
liam Katt is 73. Actor LeVar Burton is
67. Actor-rapper Ice-T is 66. Interna-
tional Tennis Hall of Famer John
McEnroe is 65. Rock musician Andy
Taylor is 63. Rock musician Dave
Lombardo (Slayer) is 59. Actor Sarah
Clarke is 53. Olympic gold medal run-
ner Cathy Freeman is 51. Actor Maher-
shala Ali is 50. Rapper Lupe Fiasco is
42. Actor Chloe Wepper is 38. Pop-
rock singer Ryan Follese (Hot Chelle
Rae) is 37. Sen. John Ossoff, D-Ga., is
37. Rock musician Danielle Haim is
35. Actor Elizabeth Olsen is 35.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Lynch’s husband, Raymond John-
son, said in an interview that the allega-
tions are false. 

"My wife is not guilty of these. It's
just kids being kids, grabbing some-
thing they shouldn't have been. Basi-
cally, they took the wrong pills, and
they had a reaction from it," he said.
"It's just an accident."

He said that he was at work when it
happened, but Lynch told him that the
children accessed prescription sleeping
pills that belonged to an older child, and
that it was an accident.

The two children were taken to the
hospital.

"They took both kids to the hospital,
ran more tests there. It all just went
downhill from there," he said. "A misun-
derstanding basically is what it is."

The couple's four children are in DSS
custody, he said.

The children were hospitalized in
January. Lynch was arrested Tuesday
when she went to family court to try to
get her children back. 

"You can't even find alcohol in my
house. There's nothing besides pre-

scriptions my daughter is supposed to
be taking," Johnson added.

District Attorney Travis Page said that
the District Attorney's Office has seen
five cases of parents allegedly exposing
children to fentanyl in the last year,
enough that he feels there is a trend.

"One of the things that we're seeing
countywide, we're seeing some parents
exposing their kids to fentanyl through
their own drug use," Page said. "We've
seen multiple circumstances of that."

Children being exposed to drugs is
not a new problem, Page said. What is
new is the potency of the drugs. Fenta-
nyl is a powerful opiate that can be
deadly in small quantities. Prosecutors
are focusing their energies on using ex-
isting child protection laws in creative
ways to incarcerate these people.

"I'm a father. I've got a 6 year old and
a 5 year old myself," Page said. "I feel
like parents have an obligation to pro-
tect their kids, and we take that obliga-
tion seriously. We're going to aggres-
sively prosecute them. What we mean
by that is, we're looking to send folks to
prison for exposing kids to fentanyl."

There have been several recent con-
victions in instances where children
were exposed to drugs.

In December of 2023, a woman was
convicted of felony negligent child

abuse inflicting serious bodily injury in
a case where an 8-month-old baby
overdosed on drugs. The baby was
treated with Narcan, an overdose rever-
sal drug, and multiple drugs, including
fentanyl, were found on the bed where
the baby was sleeping, according to
prosecutors. The woman, Kayla San-
ford, was sentenced to 23-40 months in
prison.

On Jan. 24, 2024, two parents plead-
ed guilty to the same charge in a case in
which their 1-year-old child was
brought to the hospital. The child did
not have a pulse, but medical workers
were able to resuscitate the child. Toxi-
cology results showed that the child
was exposed to multiple drugs, includ-
ing fentanyl and methamphetamine. 

The parents, Jeffery Pickler and
Heather Carver, were both imprisoned.
Pickler was sentenced to 17-33 months
and Carver was sentenced to 20-33
months. In November, a 24-year-old
Gastonia woman was charged with sec-
ond-degree murder and felony child
abuse inflicting serious injury in the
death of her 21-month-old daughter,
Reign Marie Nelson, according to court
records. Reign was found dead, lying on
top of approximately 50 pressed fenta-
nyl pills, Assistant District Attorney
Kristen Northrup said.

Abuse
Continued from Page 1A

The program operates through the
Gaston County Police Department
now, but Sanders said she hopes it will
be expanded to include municipal law
enforcement departments. 

Most cases are referred to LEAD by
a police officer who could arrest some-
one who needs help and is willing to
cooperate to get it. But other commu-
nity organizations can also make re-
ferrals. 

"We are out and about meeting peo-
ple where they are, not sitting in an of-
fice," Sanders said.

When an offender accepts being re-
ferred to the LEAD program, charges

are not filed but are put on hold.
"If there's a baby step being taken,

we're working with them," she said.
"We don't remove anyone from the
program, but we can change their sta-
tus to inactive, if they are not partici-
pating."

To help case managers meet the im-
mediate needs of program partici-
pants, the LEAD program welcomes
donations of bottled water, sports
drinks, packs of crackers/trail mix,
and non-perishable, microwaveable,
individual-serving sized foods such
as soup and macaroni. Donations of
gift cards to fast food restaurants, gro-
cery stores and big-box retailers are
also appreciated.

For more information on the LEAD
program, go to gastongov.com/1182/
Law-Enforcement-Assisted-Diver-

sion-LEAD.
About Rotary: Rotary is an inter-

national service organization with 1.4
million members in more than 200
countries. "Service Above Self " is the
Rotary motto. Rotarians work together
to promote peace, fight disease, sup-
port education, grow local economies
and protect the environment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will
celebrate its 100th anniversary in
2025, meets for lunch and a program
on local topics each Wednesday, 12:30
- 1:30 p.m., at the First Presbyterian
Church in Belmont. Guests interested
in learning more about local business-
es and issues and how Rotary serves
the community are welcome. For more
information, visit belmontrotaryclub-
.com.

Program
Continued from Page 1A

(From left) LEAD Program Coordinator Adrien Sanders stands with Rotarian Mike Giang, who hosted the program, special
guest Belmont Abbey College Rotaract Club Vice President Anthony Ruttler, and Belmont Rotary Immediate Past
President Whitney Norton. PHOTO PROVIDED BY TED HALL.

“For commercialization, we want to
really work on converting a lot of the
waste in the region, over 200 million
pounds of the region’s waste into sus-
tainable products,” she added. “For
workforce development we really want
to stabilize a lot of the textile jobs here
and create growth in that sector as
well... So, our hope is like, if you’re in a
job in a mill that’s the more secure job or
you’re making a product that’s really
sustainable for the future of our com-
munities and our planet.” 

Gaston College has been named as
part of the leadership team for the En-
gine, and will begin working with oth-
ers in the program after its official kick-
off in March. 

The Engine has been approved for a
minimum of two years of funding with
the possibility of more in the future.

Textile
Continued from Page 1A

A Vortex Spinning III 870, recently donated to Gaston College’s Textile
Technology Center. The machinery is one of the newest staple yarn spinning
technology that utilizes an air vortex to form yarn. Gaston College is one of the
156 places to house this type of machines. PHOTO PROVIDED BY GASTON COLLEGE


