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Study ranks countries’ corruption,
finds little progress. 7A

A Gastonia man is headed to federal
prison for fraud for the second time.

Joseph A. DiBruno Jr., 54, was sen-
tenced Wednesday to two years in
prison followed by two years of super-
vised release for bank fraud, according
to Dena J. King, U.S. Attorney for the
Western District of North Carolina. 

U.S. District Judge Frank D. Whit-
ney ordered this sentence to be served
consecutive to the remaining term of
DiBruno’s federal prison sentence
stemming from his 2008 federal fraud
conviction. 

According to filed documents and
statements made in court, in 2008, Di-
Bruno was sentenced to more than 21
years in prison after pleading guilty in
the Western District of North Carolina
to conspiracy to defraud the United
States, money laundering conspiracy
and concealment of assets. 

On April 8, 2020, DiBruno was ap-
proved for placement on home con-
finement due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. At that time, the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons calculated DiBruno’s
estimated release date as June 2025.
Court records show that, after his re-
lease to home confinement in May
2020, DiBruno obtained or attempted
to obtain loans from at least two finan-
cial institutions, based on fraudulent
statements and false information he
submitted on loan applications. 

For example, on one loan applica-
tion, DiBruno falsely claimed that he
had been employed as director of Data
Analytics by a company listed as
M.R.S., that he earned an average
monthly salary of up to $8,000, and
that he had lived at the residential ad-
dress listed on the application for over
four years, all of which was untrue. Ac-
cording to court documents, between 

Gastonia man
sentenced to
prison for
fraud, again
Diane Turbyfill
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See FRAUD, Page 5A

A recreation center has been on the
city of Belmont’s future projects wish
list for many years, and the wait could
be over this spring. June is the current
target for opening a new 45,000-
square-foot facility, appropriately
named CityRec Center, with three bas-
ketball courts and lots more.

Belmont Parks & Recreation Director

Zip Stowe updated Belmont Rotarians
recently on progress at the CityRec Cen-
ter, which is being built at a cost of more
than $13 million on Catawba Street in
front of the Belmont CityWorks admini-
stration and public works building and
across the street from Kevin Loftin Riv-
erfront Park.

“We have more than 250 kids in bas-
ketball now and more than 600 in soc-
cer,” Stowe said. “This recreation center
has been needed for years.”

The CityRec Center is expected to
provide an economic boost for area ho-
tels, shops and restaurants by attracting
families to visit for weekend basketball,
volleyball and other tournaments. 

In addition to basketball courts, the
CityRec Center will include pickleball
courts, indoor soccer, a play unit for
children, a gaming room, a walking
track, a concessions café, a large meet-
ing room for up to 90, a balcony over-
looking the Catawba River for up to 50

and a smaller meeting room for up to 20.
The meeting spaces will be available for
rent.

Belmont residents will have free ac-
cess to the CityRec Center, but there will
be a fee for programs and events for all
who register. A membership fee sched-
ule is being developed for non-resi-
dents. 

A large, colorful mural will be one of 

Spring opening planned for Belmont’s CityRec Center
Ted Hall
For Gaston Gazette

See REC CENTER, Page 5A
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NC State at home
SPORTS, 1B

704-833-8795
Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 

Receive a $50 Visa gift 
card with your FREE 

in-home estimate

02/28/2023Offer expires
*Does not include cost of material.20% off total purchase*

Say goodbye to
gutter cleaning for 
good
No clogging, No cleaning

No leaking, No water damage

No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been 
awarded the Good 

Housekeeping
Seal of Approval

for 16 straight years. *All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. 
Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life 
partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID 
and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or 
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,or 
substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be 
mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice 
prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires       .02/28/2023

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home or we will clean your gutters for free.

Joey Flowers wanted to escape the
cold for the night. 

It was Dec. 2, 2022, and Flowers,
who is blind, was temporarily home-
less. A home he was planning to rent
didn’t work out, so when he pulled up to
Express Inn and Suites, a motel near
Bessemer City, he had the money to
spend on a room.

But when he got there, he says he
was told he couldn’t rent one.

In a video of the incident, a staff
member tells Flowers that there were
no downstairs rooms available, and she
would not rent an upstairs room to a
blind person. 

“We don’t have any rooms down-
stairs for him,” she said. 

“He’s blind and disabled. He’s home-
less,” said Daniel Williams, a friend of
Flowers who does the talking in the
video.

“And he can’t go upstairs,” the wom-
an says.

Williams said that Flowers can climb
stairs.

The woman tells them that her policy
is not to put mothers with children and
people in wheelchairs upstairs.

“He’s not in a wheelchair. He can
walk up stairs and do everything that
me and you can do,” the man said. 

The woman shakes her head. 
“His safety is more important to me,”

she said. 
Flowers said in an interview that he

had asked Williams to record to show
what it was like as a blind person to rent
a motel room, but what happened next
was unexpected. 

He called a social worker, Audra Ellis,
who works for the Division of Services
for the Blind. He told her what hap-
pened, and she called up the motel. Mo-
tel staff told her too that they would not
accommodate Flowers, he said.

The exterior of Express Inn & Suites on Bessemer City Road, Jan. 26. PHOTOS BY MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Gaston County motel
refuses blind man room
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette
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Joey Flowers said that a Bessemer
City area motel refused to rent him a
room because he was blind.See REFUSAL, Page 8A
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†Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the 

purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Payment plans require a fixed APR 

during the life of the loan. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, 

equal opportunity lender banks. From Forbes.com/home-improvement, 3/2/2022 © Forbes Marketplace 

Operations, Inc. 2022. NMLS #1416362. See website for state licenses and more details. PA #010099 - NJ HIC 

Reg.#13VH04341800 Licensed, Bonded, Insured. © 2023 Lednor Corporation
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 Rollback!*
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12 Months Same As Cash†

OR

Family Owned & Operated For 41 Years

A 20-year-old was shot outside a
gym in Lowell on Monday evening, ac-
cording to the Lowell Police Depart-
ment. 

The shooting occurred at Ultimate
Fitness at 1609 Westover Street at 9:03
p.m., according to a police report. Police
found Jalen Williams, 20, of Gastonia,
inside the gym with multiple gunshot
wounds.

Multiple people ran from the area af-
ter the shooting, and police were unable
to find any of them. Police believe they
ran to a vehicle and drove off. 

Williams was hospitalized. He was
reported to be in stable condition Mon-
day morning.

No further information was released.
The gym where the shooting oc-

curred sits next to Iconz Bar. Five people
were arrested last summer after a
shooting outside the bar in May that
damaged several buildings and vehi-
cles.

Man shot outside gym in Lowell
Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

May 2020 and June 2021, DiBruno sub-
mitted at least five fraudulent loan ap-
plications to two financial institutions
seeking funds totaling more than
$120,000. 

In pronouncing the sentence, Judge

Whitney stated that DiBruno received a
“windfall” under the CARES Act but got
“right back in the game” and had “a se-
rious history of committing fraud” and
“never learned his lesson.” 

On April 6, 2022, DiBruno pleaded
guilty to making false statements to a
credit union. He is currently in custody
and will be transferred to a federal facil-
ity. 

Fraud
Continued from Page 1A

the first things visitors see in the lobby,
and tables and comfortable chairs will
be provided along with some free-

standing exercise equipment.
A new skate park completed last

year is located behind the new center in
an area that’s becoming known as the
city of Belmont Recreation Campus. 

Ted Hall is a member of Belmont Ro-
tary.

Illustration shows how the entrance will look at Belmont’s new CityRec Center.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BELMONT ROTARY CLUB

Rec center
Continued from Page 1A

WASHINGTON – Former Twitter
employees are expected to testify next
week before the House Oversight Com-
mittee about the social media plat-
form’s handling of reporting on Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s son Hunter Biden.

The scheduled testimony, confirmed
by the committee Monday, will be the
first time the three former executives
will appear before Congress to discuss
the company’s decision to initially
block from Twitter a New York Post ar-
ticle on Hunter Biden’s laptop in the
weeks before the 2020 election. 

Republicans have said the story was
suppressed for political reasons,
though no evidence has been released
to support that claim. The witnesses for
the Feb. 8 hearing are expected to be Vi-
jaya Gadde, former chief legal officer;
James Baker, former deputy general
counsel; and Yoel Roth, former head of
safety and integrity.

The hearing is among the first of
many in a GOP-controlled House to be
focused on Biden and his family, as Re-
publicans wield the power of their new,
albeit slim, majority. 

The New York Post first reported in
October 2020 that it had received from
former President Donald Trump’s per-
sonal attorney, Rudy Giuliani, a copy of
a hard drive of a laptop that Hunter Bi-
den had dropped off 18 months earlier
at a Delaware computer repair shop
and never retrieved. Twitter initially
blocked people from sharing links to
the story for several days. 

Months later, Twitter’s then-CEO
Jack Dorsey called the company’s com-
munications around the Post article
“not great.” He added that blocking the
article’s URL with “zero context”
around why it was blocked was “unac-
ceptable.”

The Post article at the time was
greeted with skepticism due to ques-
tions about the laptop’s origins, includ-
ing Giuliani’s involvement, and be-
cause top officials in the Trump ad-
ministration had already warned that
Russia was working to denigrate Joe Bi-
den ahead of the 2020 election. The

Kremlin had interfered in the 2016 race
by hacking Democratic emails that
were subsequently leaked, and fears
that Russia would meddle again in the
2020 race were widespread across
Washington.

“This is why we’re investigating the
Biden family for influence peddling,”
Rep. James Comer, chairman of the
Oversight committee, said at a press
event Monday morning. “We want to
make sure that our national security is
not compromised.” 

The White House has sought to dis-
credit the Republican probes into
Hunter Biden, calling them “divorced-
from-reality political stunts.”

Nonetheless, Republicans now hold
subpoena power in the House, giving
them the authority to compel testimo-
ny and conduct an aggressive investi-
gation.

GOP staff has spent the past year an-
alyzing messages and financial trans-
actions found on the laptop that be-
longed to the president’s younger son.
Comer has previously said the evi-
dence they have compiled is “over-
whelming” but did not offer specifics.

Comer has pledged there won’t be
hearings regarding the Biden family
until the committee has the evidence to
back up any claims of alleged wrong-
doing. 

Ex-Twitter execs to testify
on Hunter Biden article
By Farnoush Amiri
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Former Twitter executives will appear
before Congress to discuss the
company’s handling of an article on
Hunter Biden’s laptop. JEFF CHIU/AP FILE


