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Marsha Bradley looked at the Supe-
rior Court judge and cried. 

Bradley, 38, of Belmont, pleaded
guilty to five charges, two of them felo-

nies. That, and her history of previous
convictions, would have been enough
to send her to prison for nearly a dec-
ade. 

Instead, she received a much shorter
sentence, one that could have her out
of prison in less than a year. 

“To me, the spirit of Christmas is

one where we receive a little mercy
that maybe we didn’t deserve, and so
when I look at Ms. Bradley’s record, I
see 20 years of breaking the law,” Dis-
trict Attorney Travis Page said in
court. “And so she doesn’t really 

Clients find holiday cheer,
mercy in Christmas Court

Marsha Bradley wipes away tears during Christmas Court held Dec. 14 at the Gaston County Courthouse.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE 

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See COURT, Page 2A

Here are the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Health’s restaurant and food
stand inspection scores for Gaston
County conducted Nov. 1 through Nov.
12, 2023. 

The North Carolina Department of
Public Health, Environmental Health
Section conducts regular restaurant
inspections to help keep residents and
visitors safe. 

Disclaimer: On any given day, an es-
tablishment may have fewer or more
violations than noted in their most re-
cent inspection. An inspection con-
ducted on any given day may not be
representative of the overall, long-
term conditions at the establishment.
A few more recent, follow-up inspec-
tions may not be included here. 

The latest inspections include: 
h Bojangles, 400 E. Garrison Blvd.,

Gastonia, 98 
h Booja Restaurant, 1825 S. New

Hope Road, Gastonia, 95.5 
h Burger King, 1104 E. Church St.,

Cherryville, 97 
h Chicken King, 501 Woodlawn St.,

Belmont, 96.5 
h China King, 117 N. Myrtle School

Road, Gastonia, 92.5 
h Dairy Queen, 3128 Union Road,

Gastonia, 96 
h Hickory Tavern, 1925 Hoffman

Road, Gastonia, 94 
h KFC, 1690 Neal Hawkins Road,

Gastonia, 99 
h KFC, 503 N. New Hope Road, 98 
h La Ca Sa De Juli, 1003 Union

Road, Gastonia, 98 

How local
restaurants
rated in
November
Diane Turbyfill
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See RATED, Page 2A

When dropping off clothing or
household items at a local Goodwill or
getting a deal on a purchase, you’re
helping provide employment and train-
ing for job seekers in Gaston County and
boosting the local economy. This was

the message Goodwill Industries of the
Southern Piedmont officials shared
with Belmont Rotarians at a recent
meeting.

Chief Operating Officer Jose Luis
spoke about the growth and develop-
ment of Goodwill Industries and the
economic impact Goodwill has on com-
munities, while Liz Romero, director of

regional career services, talked about
the job training services Goodwill pro-
vides. 

After recently opening a large dona-
tion and sales center in Belmont at 6507
Wilkinson Boulevard in the former Bi-
Lo Supermarket location, Goodwill now
has three in Gaston County employing
140 workers and providing an economic

impact in 2022 of $30.6 million. The
other two Gaston centers are in Lowell
at Franklin Square at 1004 S. Church St.
and in Gastonia at 2204 Union Road.

There’s also a Goodwill career center
at 116 Armstrong St. in Gastonia, provid-
ing services such as computer access, 

A look at Goodwill’s contribution to Gaston County
Ted Hall 
Special to The Gazette

See CONTRIBUTION, Page 2A
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them?
Monday’s answer: A famine of the

word of God (Amos 8:11).

Tuesday’s question: How long did
Jonah say God would give the people
of Ninevah to repent before He judged

THE BIBLE SAYS | HUGH BRITTAIN

Today is Tuesday, Dec. 19, the 353rd
day of 2023. There are 12 days left in
the year. On this date in:

1777: During the American Revolu-
tionary War, Gen. George Washington
led his army of about 11,000 men to
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, to camp
for the winter.

1907: Two hundred thirty-nine
workers died in a coal mine explosion
in Jacobs Creek, Pennsylvania.

1946: War broke out in Indochina as
troops under Ho Chi Minh launched
widespread attacks against the
French.

1950: Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower
was named commander of the military
forces of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization.

1960: Fire broke out on the hangar
deck of the nearly completed aircraft
carrier USS Constellation at the New
York Naval Shipyard; 50 civilian work-
ers were killed.

1972: Apollo 17 splashed down in the
Pacific, winding up the Apollo program
of manned lunar landings.

1998: President Bill Clinton was im-
peached by the Republican-controlled
House for perjury and obstruction of
justice. (Clinton was subsequently ac-
quitted by the Senate.)

2001: The fires that had burned be-
neath the ruins of the World Trade Cen-
ter in New York City for the previous
three months were declared extin-
guished except for a few scattered hot
spots.

2003: Design plans were unveiled for
the signature skyscraper – a 1,776-foot
glass tower – at the site of the World
Trade Center in New York City. 

2008: Citing imminent danger to the
national economy, President George W.
Bush ordered an emergency bailout of
the U.S. auto industry.

2011: North Korea announced the
death two days earlier of leader Kim
Jong Il; North Koreans marched by the
thousands to mourn their “Dear Leader”
while state media proclaimed his
youngest son, Kim Jong Un, a “Great
Successor.”

2016: A truck rammed into a crowded
Christmas market in central Berlin, kill-
ing 12 people in an attack claimed by Is-
lamic State. (The suspected attacker
was killed in a police shootout four days
later.) 

2022: The House Jan. 6 committee
urged the Justice Department to bring
criminal charges against former Presi-
dent Donald Trump for the violent 2021
Capitol insurrection, calling for ac-
countability for the former president
and “a time of reflection and reckoning.”

TODAY IN HISTORY

deserve the sentence that she’s get-
ting… However, just like me and every-
one else in this courthouse is given an
opportunity to have a new life, a better
life, she’s being given one today, and I
hope Ms. Bradley will take advantage
of that.”

Bradley was arrested July 24 after
someone called the police and reported
that she was behaving strangely near a
park in Mount Holly. When police ar-
rived, they found her with several
drugs, including cocaine and marijua-
na. She pleaded guilty Thursday to
possession of a Schedule III controlled
substance, possession of cocaine, pos-
session of marijuana, possession of
drug paraphernalia, and resisting a
public officer. 

Senior Resident Superior Court
Judge David Phillips sentenced Bradley
to nine to 20 months in prison.

Bradley accepted the plea as part of
Gaston County’s annual Christmas
Court, the final court session of the
year, in which prosecutors and defense
attorneys work to bring inmates to
court in hopes of sending them home
for Christmas.

The inmates involved are typically
people whose sentences would be ei-
ther the time they’ve already spent in
jail, or probation, but Bradley’s case
was more unusual in that she received
a reduced prison sentence in a case
where she could have spent many more
years incarcerated because of her pre-
vious criminal record. 

“I hope that you will see this as an
opportunity to change your life, just
like all your lives were changed on
Christmas day,” Page said.

Bradley wiped away tears. 
Defense attorney Thomas Taylor

said that Bradley, at the time of her ar-
rest, had “reached the end of her rope.”

She’s now sober from drugs, Taylor
added.

“She’s used her time well in the jail,”
he said. “She is very grateful to the
state. I would like to acknowledge that I
believe Mr. Page did a deeper dive into
this case than normally cases like this
demand.”

“Thank y’all, and Merry Christmas,”
Bradley said. 

“Even though you’re going to prison,
you could be going to prison for just
about a decade, so Mr. Page, who is our
DA, is showing you grace,” Phillips told
Bradley.

Several other inmates pleaded guilty

as part of Christmas Court and re-
ceived probation instead of prison
time. 

Jonathan Mitchell, 38, of Gastonia,
pleaded guilty to possession of a fire-
arm by a felon, a charge he received
after police pulled him over in August
and saw a rifle in his passenger seat,
according to prosecutors. 

Phillips sentenced him to two years
of probation.

Marcus Phillips, 38, pleaded guilty
to two counts of possession of a fire-
arm by a felon. Phillips was arrested
twice, once in August and again in
October. During his first arrest, police
pulled him over and found a gun in
his car, according to prosecutors. He
was arrested again after employees
from a local pawn shop called the po-
lice after he tried to pawn a stolen
gun. 

Phillips sentenced him to two years
of probation. 

Page said in an interview that the
importance of the Christmas Court is
“also really about the Christmas sea-
son.”

“For me, the Christmas season is,
Christmas was a gift that humanity
and myself, we didn’t really deserve,
but we were still gifted anyways.
Christmas is also a new beginning. It
was a new beginning for the world.
We hope it’s a new beginning for the
folks that we’re showing mercy to,” he
said. “We hope that’s the case for
these folks that are receiving a second
opportunity to reboot or restart their
lives like we’re going to do in the up-
coming new year.”

He said that prosecutors work sim-
ilarly to expedite cases like the ones
on Thursday throughout the year. 

“The only difference… that we do is
we put the word ‘Christmas’ on this
calendar,” he said. 

Defense attorney Larry Hoyle said
that when he goes to the jail to inform
clients that they’ll be getting out in
time for Christmas, “it’s normally just
a big sigh of relief and tears.”

“They are so excited to have the
opportunity to either spend time with
their parents, or if they have children,
to be there for their children Christ-
mas morning,” he said. 

He said that the vast majority of
the people he works with “are good
people.”

“It’s just a set of circumstances
where maybe they had a bad reaction
to an event, but most people I deal
with have good hearts. They’re mostly
kind people, and most of the time
there’s a regret: ‘I shouldn’t have act-
ed that way,’” he said. 

Court
Continued from Page 1A

h Las Palmas Bakery & Restaurant,
2688 S. New Hope Road, Gastonia, 96 

h Little Caesar’s, 613 Highland St.,
Mount Holly, 92.5 

h Lotus, 1941 Hoffman Road, Gasto-
nia, 96 

h Noodles and Company, 2230 E.
Franklin Blvd., Gastonia, 98 

h Pizza Hut, 832 S. Chester St., Gas-
tonia, 98 

h Pizza Hut, 685 Park St., Belmont,
98 

h Qdoba’s Mexican Restaurant, 401
Cox Road, Gastonia, 97 

h Scooter’s Coffee, 2507 Lincolnton
Hwy., Cherryville, 98 

h Shrimp Boat, 120 S. Broad St.,
Gastonia, 99 

h Soul Towne Kitchen, 3206 Union
Road, Gastonia, 97 

h Sprouts Cafe, 1012 Springwood Dr.,
Stanley, 98.5 

h Starbucks Coffee, 630 Park St., Bel-
mont, 99 

h Subway, 701 Hawley Ave., Belmont,
98.5 

h Taco Bell, 1110 E. Hudson Blvd.,
Gastonia, 98.5 

h Taco Bell, 1840 W. Franklin Blvd.,
Gastonia, 98.5 

h Taco Bell, 1329 E. Franklin Blvd.,
Gastonia, 99 

h Terra Mia, 129 Main St., McAden-
ville, 97 

h Tony’s Ice Cream, 604 E. Franklin
Blvd., Gastonia, 98.5 

h Waffle House, 2010 W. Franklin
Blvd., Gastonia, 97 

h Waffle House, 1729 Bessemer City
Road, Gastonia, 95 

h Whiskey Mill, 199 S. New Hope
Road, Gastonia, 98.5 

h Will’s Doggn’ It Deli and Dogs, 1301
Spencer Mountain Road, Ranlo, 100 

Rated
Continued from Page 1A

resume review, job search support,
course enrollment and more.

Founded in Boston in 1902, Good-
will is one of the world’s largest private
providers of employment and training
services and one of the largest non-
profits in America, Jose Luis said. The
network includes more than 150 inde-
pendent, community-based Goodwills
in the United States and Canada and 12
other countries.

Goodwill Industries of the Southern
Piedmont was founded in 1965 and
serves 18 counties, 13 in North Carolina
and five in South Carolina, and has
more than 1,200 employees. Its head-
quarters are in Charlotte near the air-
port on Wilkinson Boulevard. 

“The purpose of Goodwill is to help
people see possibilities, seize opportu-
nities and prosper,” said Liz Romero,
director of Regional Career Services.

Among ways Goodwill helps job
seekers are:

h To uncover their talents and pas-
sions

h To acquire new skills or change

careers 
h To find work, or find better work 
h To re-enter society 
h To achieve stability in health, fi-

nances or housing
h To advance professional career 
Belmont Rotarians also learned that

more than 95% of all items donated to
Goodwill are resold through the Good-
will system, making a significant impact
by reducing landfill waste.

To learn more about Goodwill, visit:
goodwillsp.org.

Rotary is an international service or-
ganization with 1.4 million members in
more than 200 countries. “Service
Above Self” is the Rotary motto. Rotari-
ans work together to promote peace,
fight disease, support education, grow
local economies and protect the envi-
ronment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information, vis-
it www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Contribution
Continued from Page 1A

Bialik says she’s out as a host of
TV quiz show ‘Jeopardy!’

Mayim Bialik won’t be giving an-
swers as a host of “Jeopardy!” any-
more.

“Sony has informed me that I will
no longer be hosting the syndicated
version of Jeopardy!” “The Big Bang
Theory” actor wrote on Instagram. “I
am incredibly honored to have been
nominated for a primetime Emmy for
hosting this year and I am deeply
grateful for the opportunity to have
been a part of the Jeopardy! family.”

Former show champion Ken Jen-
nings has been hosting season 40 of
the syndicated show by himself.

“We made the decision to have one
host for the syndicated show next sea-
son to maintain continuity for our
viewers, and Ken Jennings will be the
sole host for syndicated Jeopardy!”
Sony Pictures Television said in a
statement. “We are truly grateful for
all of Mayim’s contributions to Jeopar-
dy!, and we hope to continue to work
with her on primetime specials.”

Bialik and Jennings had split host-
ing duties on “Jeopardy!,” but Bialik
was the solo host for season 1 of “Ce-
lebrity Jeopardy!” In May, Bialik de-
clared her support for the Hollywood
writers’ strike and declined to appear
on the game show.

Povich receives lifetime
achievement award from wife

Maury Povich received the Daytime
Emmys Lifetime Achievement Honor
on Saturday from his wife, journalist
Connie Chung.

The 84-year-old talk show host,
who retired last year, was honored
during the creative arts ceremony at
the Westin Bonaventure Hotel in

downtown Los Angeles.
“I know that you think he’s been

determining the paternity of every
child in America all his life,” Chung
said in her introduction. “But no, in
his 67 freaking years in television,
he’s been a news reporter and a
news anchor and old fashion talk-
show host interviewing world lead-
ers, politicians, members of Con-
gress, authors, movie stars and even
Julia Child.”

Among those paying tribute in
videos were Whoopi Goldberg, Kelly
Clarkson, Lewis Black, Karamo
Brown and sports broadcasters Mi-
chael Wilbon and Tony Kornheiser.

Povich took the stage to chants of
“Maury, Maury, Maury!” He ended
his tabloid-style show, which began
in 1991, last year. He hosted “A Cur-
rent Affair” from 1986-90 for then-
Fox Television owner Rupert Mur-
doch.

LeBron James-produced special
wins Daytime Emmy award

A show produced by Los Angeles
Lakers superstar LeBron James has
won a Daytime Emmy.

“Recipe for Change: Standing Up
to Antisemitism” won for outstand-
ing daytime special at the Creative
Arts and Lifestyle ceremony Satur-
day in Los Angeles.

The YouTube Originals special
was executive produced by James
and his business partner Maverick
Carter as well as three others. It was
hosted by Ilana Glazer, Moshe Kash-
er and Idina Menzel.

James has previously won three
Sports Emmy awards, including one
this year for “The Redeem Team”
about the 2008 U.S. Olympic men’s
basketball team.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS


