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Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news,
area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at gastongazette.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper
and updated news and sports Extra sections.

Halloween is just around the corner
which means spooky season is here.

Each October, fright seekers head out
for some scary fun. Get lost in a spooky
corn maze, go through a eerie carwash
or brave one of several haunted houses
or trails. 

Check out these nine area haunted
attractions in Cleveland and Gaston
counties and just across the border in

neighboring South Carolina.

Shelby Haunted Corn Maze

120 Broadway Drive, Shelby
The spooky attraction will be running

every Friday and Saturday in October.
Tickets are $15 for the maze and for

those wanting to do the farm activities
as well as the maze, combo tickets are
available for $22. Tickets can be pur-
chased online or onsite.

SPOOKY SEASON

Lake Hickory Haunts is open through the beginning of November. PROVIDED BY LAKE HICKORY HAUNTS

Haunted attractions within an hour
of Cleveland and Gaston Counties
Rebecca Sitzes and Chloe Collins
Shelby Star

USA TODAY NETWORK

See HAUNTED, Page 7A

Candidates for mayor and city
council in Belmont made their pitches
to a full house of voters when Belmont
Rotary Club hosted a meet-the-candi-
dates event at TechWorks Gaston on
Thursday, Sept. 28.

Four candidates are running for
mayor following the recent resignation
for health reasons of long-time mayor
Charlie Martin. The winner will serve
the remaining two years of Martin’s
term. All of the mayoral candidates
participated in the Rotary Club event,
including Martha Stowe, Rick Jordan,
Richard Turner and Amanda Wall.
Stowe and Turner currently serve on
the Belmont City Council.

Eight candidates are seeking three
seats on the Belmont City Council, and
seven participated in the Rotary event.
They are: George (Buck) Altice, Peg Ar-
gent, Jim Hefferan, Cynthia Hegler,
Charlie Hill, Cory Miller and Jason P.
Rumfelt. Council candidate Barry
Flynn did not attend. Jim Hefferan and
Jason Rumfelt currently serve on the
council. Rumfelt was appointed in July
to fill the unexpired term of Marc Seel-
inger, who was named interim mayor
after Charlie Martin’s resignation.

The candidate meet and greet
opened with a reception during which
voters had an opportunity to talk indi-
vidually with candidates. The second
segment of the program featured
three-minute presentations by each
candidate, and the evening concluded
with more time for voters to engage
with candidates asking follow-up
questions or making comments. 

Belmont Rotary Club President
Thomas Hunter III was host for the
event and introduced the candidates.
Voters will have another opportunity 

See ROTARY, Page 2A

BELMONT

Rotary
hosts meet
and greet
reception
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

Here are the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Health’s restaurant and food
stand inspection scores for Gaston

County conducted Aug. 18 through Aug.
31, 2023.

The North Carolina Department of
Public Health, Environmental Health
Section conducts regular restaurant in-
spections to help keep residents and
visitors safe. 

Disclaimer: On any given day, an es-
tablishment may have fewer or more vi-
olations than noted in their most recent
inspection. An inspection conducted on
any given day may not be representative
of the overall, long-term conditions at
the establishment. A few more recent,

follow-up inspections may not be in-
cluded here. 

The latest inspections include: 
h Amberjack Seafood and Steak-

house, 4253 S. New Hope Road, 

See how Gaston County restaurants ranked recently
Diane Turbyfill
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See RANKINGS, Page 2A

Observations from UNC football’s
shellacking of Syracuse
SPORTS, 1B

BATH REMODEL 

OF THE CAROLINAS
1-DAY BATH AND 

SHOWER REMODEL

50% OFF 
INSTALLATION

— PLUS —
NO INTEREST AND NO PAYMENTS FOR 1 YEAR 980.448.3097

Call Now!

LOVE WHAT YOU’VE DONE 

TO YOUR BATHROOM
Fits Existing Space • Certified 

Installers • Amazing Style 

Selection • Safety Features Available

*One day completion of  remodel will not be possible in some instances. Offers valid on purchase and installation of  qualifying complete bath/shower system from participating third-party licensed Jacuzzi Bath Remodel dealer in your area (“Dealer”). Timing of  work, available options, and products will vary 

by dealer and project. Offers not available everywhere or combinable with other offers. Offers subject to change. **Financing offer available through third-party lenders under terms of  applicable loan program. No interest or payment for 12 months if  paid in full within 12 months. Interest will be charged 

to you from purchase date if  purchase balance is not paid in full within 12 months. Subject to credit approval - not all buyers will qualify. Terms and conditions apply. See Dealer or call the provided toll free number for details. Not actual before and after depictions. AZ ROC 327283, AZ ROC 327956.

CAROLINA GUTTER HELMET NOW 
OFFERING JACUZZI BATH REMODEL

YOUR DREAM BATHROOM IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

The Fear Farm is just a jump over the
state line. PROVIDED BY THE FEAR FARM
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Customer service
To view our most recent disclosures and important information
regarding your subscription, please visit
aboutyoursubscription.gastongazette.com. Contact The Gaston
Gazette for questions or to report issues at 877-383-7395.
Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Full access print and digital subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting gastongazette.com. 

The print Newspaper in Education program has been discontinued.
Funds supporting this program are being redirected to the College
Readership Program. If you have any questions, please contact
877-383-7395.

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at
dturbyfill@gastongazette.com to report a mistake or call
704-669-3334. Describe the error, where you saw it, the date, page
number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ............................................................................. 877-383-7395
Newsroom ............................................................................................ 704-669-3334
Advertising .......................................................................................... 910-343-2337
Obituaries ............................................................ gastongazette.com/obituaries
Classifieds ............................................................ classifieds.gastongazette.com

Postal information
The Gaston Gazette, is published 6 days per week excluding Saturday,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving (observed),
Christmas Day (observed) and New Year’s Day (observed) by Gannett
Media Corp, 1893 Remount Road, Gastonia, NC, 28054. Periodicals
postage paid at Gastonia, NC and additional mailing offices. Postmaster:
Please send address changes to The Gazette, P.O. Box 1538, Gastonia,
NC 28053.

A special tribute.  
For all those who
protect us!

Please visit 
celebrations.gastongazette.com

to place your Veterans Day greeting or send it to 
GastonGazetteClass@gannett.com 

and we will help place your greeting.
When submitting your email request, please include your 

address and phone number.
If you need assistance, please call 888-508-9353.

SFC John Smith
U.S. Army

Daleville, Indiana

Thank you for your service!

$2000
ONLY

Hurry! Deadline is Friday, November 3rd by 5 p.m. CST
Friday, November 10, 2023

The point is 

journalism 
that gets right 
to the point of 
the story and 
why it matters 
to you.

Today is Monday, Oct. 9, the 282nd
day of 2023. There are 83 days left in the
year. On this date in: 

1888: The public was first admitted to
the Washington Monument. 

1910: A coal dust explosion at the
Starkville Mine in Colorado left 56 min-
ers dead. 

1936: The first generator at Boulder
(later Hoover) Dam began transmitting
electricity to Los Angeles. 

1946: The Eugene O’Neill drama “The
Iceman Cometh” opened at the Martin

Beck Theater in New York. 
1962: Uganda won autonomy from

British rule.
1967: Marxist revolutionary guerrilla

leader Che Guevara, 39, was summarily
executed by the Bolivian army a day af-
ter his capture.

1975: Soviet scientist Andrei Sakha-
rov was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

1985: The hijackers of the Achille
Lauro cruise liner surrendered two days
after seizing the vessel in the Mediterra-
nean and killing passenger Leon Kling-

hoffer.
2001: In the first daylight raids since

the start of U.S.-led attacks on Afghani-
stan, jets bombed the Taliban strong-
hold of Kandahar.

2004: A tour bus from the Chicago
area flipped in Arkansas, killing 15 peo-
ple headed to a Mississippi casino. 

2009: President Barack Obama won
the Nobel Peace Prize for what the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee called “his ex-
traordinary efforts to strengthen inter-
national diplomacy and cooperation be-

tween peoples.” 
2010: Chile’s 33 trapped miners

cheered and embraced each other as a
drill punched into their underground
chamber where they had been stuck for
an agonizing 66 days. 

2012: Former Penn State assistant
football coach Jerry Sandusky was sen-
tenced in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, to
30 to 60 years in prison following his
conviction on 45 counts of sexual abuse
of boys. 

TODAY IN HISTORY FROM WIRE REPORTS

Monday’s question: The Book of
Psalms says, “The _ has said in his heart,
There is no God.”

Sunday’s answer: “Wisdom.” (Prov-
erbs 9:10).

BIBLE DIGEST

Gastonia, 96
h Arby’s, 1009 Dallas Cherryville

Hwy., Dallas, 99.5 
h C-Mart, 2333 South Point Road, Bel-

mont, 97 
h Cheddar’s Scratch Kitchen, 2051 E.

Franklin Blvd., Gastonia, 97 
h Chick-fil-A, 925 South Point Road,

Belmont, 100 
h China, 1933 Hoffman Road, Gasto-

nia, 97 
h China II, 595 Highland St., Mount

Holly, 97 
h Chipotle Mexican Grill, 2501 E.

Franklin Blvd., 99 
h Dan’s, 615 A Gastonia Hwy., Besse-

mer City, 98.5 
h Dino’s Italian Pizzeria, 610 Gastonia

Hwy., Bessemer City, 95 
h Don Pedro Mexican Restaurant,

3272 Union Road, Gastonia, 97 
h Dunkin Donuts, 2302 S. New Hope

Road, Gastonia, 98 
h Hickory Tavern, 1925 Hoffman

Road, Gastonia, 94.5 
h Jackson’s Cafeteria, 1453 E. Franklin

Blvd., Gastonia, 97 

h Jekyll and Hyde Taphouse, 10 E. Ca-
tawba Ave., Belmont, 97.5 

h Jia Asian Fusion and Sushi, 3418 S.
New Hope Road, Gastonia, 97.5 

h JP’s House, 3320 Robinwood Road,
Gastonia, 97.5 

h KFC, 1101 E. Church St., Cherryville,
97 

h Los Arcos, 1525 N. Chester St., Gas-
tonia, 97.5 

h Marco’s Pizza, 1933 Hoffman Road,
Gastonia, 98 

h McDonald’s, 1927 W. Franklin Blvd.,
Gastonia, 96 

h Noodles and Company, 2230 E.
Franklin Blvd., Gastonia, 97 

h Outback Steakhouse, 501 N. New
Hope Road, Gastonia, 97.5 u

h Pete’s Grill on Main, 124 N. Main St.,
Stanley, 95 

h Pital Wheel 2, 110 S. York St., Gasto-
nia, 93.5 

h Pita Wheel, 55 Glenway St., Bel-
mont, 98.5 

h Sammy’s Pub, 25 S. Main St., Bel-
mont, 96.5 

h Sam’s Club Café, 3540 E. Franklin
Blvd., Gastonia, 98

h Simonetti’s Italian, 6432 Wilkinson
Blvd., Belmont, 98 

h Subway, 519 N.C. 27 South, Stanley,
97.5 

h Subway, 3826-6 S. New Hope Road,
Gastonia, 96 

h Terra Mia, 129 Main St., McAden-
ville, 97 

h Tokyo Japanese Restaurant, 120 N.
Cherry St., Cherryville, 97.5 

h Top Taste Grill, 5945 Wilkinson
Blvd., Belmont, 96.5 

h Traust Brewing Co., 128 S. Main St.,
Mount Holly, 98.5 

h Two Chicks Sandwiches and
Scoops, 102 S. Main St., Belmont, 97 

h Viva Tequis, 238 W. Main Ave., Gas-
tonia, 98.5 

h Webb Custom Kitchen, 182 S. South
St., Gastonia, 96 

Rankings
Continued from Page 1A

Ashley Ruhl works in the kitchen area at Webb Custom Kitchen on South South
Street during lunch in 2022.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

to hear from Belmont candidates at fo-
rum on October 19, 5 - 9 p.m., at The
Pointe Church, 6700 W. Wilkinson Bou-
levard in Belmont.

Election dates to remember:
Oct. 13, (5 p.m.) - Last day to register

to vote in the 2023 municipal election. 
Oct. 19 - One-stop absentee (early

voting) begins.
Oct. 31, (5 p.m.) - Last day to apply

for an absentee ballot.
Nov. 4 - One-stop absentee voting

(early voting) ends.
Nov. 6, (5 p.m.) - Last day to apply for

an absentee ballot for voters who expect
to be unable to vote on Election Day due
to sickness or physical disability.

Nov. 7, (5 p.m.) - Deadline for receipt
of mail-out absentee ballots. 

Nov. 7 - Municipal Election Day.
(Polls open at 6:30 a.m. and close at 7:30
p.m.)

Rotary is an international service or-
ganization with 1.4 million members in
more than 200 countries. “Service
Above Self” is the Rotary motto. Rotari-
ans work together to promote peace,
fight disease, support education, grow
local economies and protect the envi-
ronment. Belmont Rotary Club, which
will celebrate its 100th anniversary in
2025, meets for lunch and a program on
local topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning

more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information, vis-

it www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Rotary
Continued from Page 1A

From left are Belmont mayor candidates Martha Stowe, Amanda Wall, Richard
Turner and Rick Jordan; and city council candidates Jason P. Rumfelt, Jim
Hefferan, Belmont Rotary Club President and host for the event Thomas Hunter,
city council candidates Peg Argent, George (Buck) Altice, Cory Miller, Charlie Hill
and Cynthia Hegler. PROVIDED BY TED HALL.


