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technology company located at 251 W.
Main Ave., was notified of an attempt to
enter his building around 2 a.m. Sunday
morning.

LaBrec says he would come to find
out that his business was not the only
one to receive a security alert that
morning.

After arriving at their buildings, busi-
ness owners along West Main Avenue
from York Street to South South Street
found utility damages like gas pipes
ripped apart and leaking, electrical

Gastonia Police arrested 46-year-old
James Earl Weaver Sunday after the un-
housed man allegedly caused hundreds
of dollars in damage to several busi-
nesses on West Main Avenue. 

The vandalism has business owners
downtown questioning how to move
forward with safety concerns.

Jim LaBrec, owner of DTEL, a digital

wires torn, security cameras ripped
down, and more, according to LaBrec. 

Gastonia Police took statements
from several businesses.

Pita Wheel, DTEL, and Stewart and
McSpadden Law Firm, have all formal-
ly reported hundreds each in damage.

LaBrec’s building along with a few
others did not have access to gas Sun-
day and Monday while repairs were
made, he said.

See VANDALIZED, Page 2A

Kings Mountain resident Ashley
Helms and her fiancé are preparing
for the birth of their second child and
a $394,216 Cash 5 jackpot win came
‘at the perfect time.’

“We are expecting our second baby
in about three months,” Helms said.
“This will definitely help us prepare for
that.”

Helms bought her lucky Quick Pick
using Online Play. Her ticket matched all
five numbers to win the jackpot in Tues-
day’s drawing. Two other tickets also
matched all five numbers in the $1.18
million drawing so each winner received
$394,216.

“When I first looked and I saw I won, I
just put my phone down in disbelief,”
Helms recalled. “Then I started crying.”

Helms said she immediately
called out to her fiancé to tell him the
news.

“I yelled, ‘Babe, babe, come look at
the phone,’” she said.

Helms claimed her prize Friday at
lottery headquarters in Raleigh. After
required federal and state tax with-
holdings, she took home $280,880.

In addition to preparing for her
second child, Helms said she will in-
vest some of the money.

Cash 5 is one of six lottery games
in North Carolina where players have
the option of buying their tickets at a
retail location or with Online Play
through the lottery’s website or
with the NC Lottery Official Mobile 

Kings
Mountain
woman
celebrates
lottery win
The Star

See LOTTERY, Page 2A

For the first time, voters here are re-
quired to show a valid photo ID before
casting ballots in the municipal elec-
tions under way now, Gaston County
Elections Director Adam Ragan told Bel-
mont Rotarians on Oct. 18, 2023.

A driver's license is the most com-

mon form of ID voters may use, but
many other IDs also qualify, Ragan said.
A few examples include: A U.S. pass-
port, a state ID from the N.C. Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles, a college or uni-
versity student ID, a state or local gov-
ernment employee ID, and a military or
veteran ID card.

Registered voters who do not have a

photo ID can obtain one free at their lo-
cal Board of Elections office. 

Early voting in Gaston County's
municipal elections began on Oct. 19
and will end on Nov. 4. The Board of
Elections at 410 W. Franklin Blvd., in
Gastonia, is the only site open for early
voting in the municipal elections. It is
open on weekdays from 8 a.m. until 6

p.m. and will be open on Saturday, Oct.
28 and Saturday, Nov. 4, from 8 a.m. un-
til 3 p.m.

All municipal precinct polling places
will be open on Election Day, which is
Nov. 7, from 6:30 a.m. until 7:30 p.m.

Ragan and three other full-time staff 

What to know about the voter ID requirement
Ted Hall / Special to The Gazette

See VOTER, Page 2A

Say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good

No clogging, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Leafguard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, 
sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants 
must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants 
in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater 
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. 
Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 

LeafGuard has been awarded the Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval for 16 

straight years.

704.833.8795
Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 

20% Thicker 

Aluminum
One-Piece 

System

Liquid 

Adhesion

20% Off  

of Total Purchase* 
Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied by 

representative at time of contract execution.

Receive a $50 Visa gift 

card with your FREE 

in-home estimate

10/31/2023

SCAN ME 

FOR A FREE 

ESTIMATE

http://leafguard.localconsumer2.info

LIMITED TIME OFFER

*Cannot be combined with any other offer. Previous sales excluded. Good 

EMPLOYEE PRICING &

0% Financing 
FOR 12 MONTHS*

PLUS

OFF
Swanstone™ Walls

$500
Or scan to 
get started

Call now for a  
FREE ESTIMATE

Tub-to-Shower Conversions Premium Baths & Showers Walk-in Baths
© 2023 Smart Bath

When people sing in our shower, 
they’re singing its praises.

704-850-0896

Vandalism outside DTEL at 251 West Main Avenue in Gastonia. MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE
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members are responsible for registering
new voters and maintaining accurate
records for 155,000 registered voters in
Gaston County. And their list of other
duties is long. They conduct all elec-
tions, administer state elections laws,
establish election precincts and voting
sites, appoint and train precinct offi-
cials, prepare and distribute ballots and
voting equipment, canvass and certify
ballots cast in elections and investigate
any voting irregularities. 

Depending on the size of the elec-
tion, it requires 300 to 500 workers to
staff the polling sites at Gaston Coun-
ty's 46 precincts, Ragan said. A five-
member bipartisan Board of Elections
oversees the work of the elections staff.

Ragan has been elections director in

Gaston County for 12 years, and he has an
extensive background in the field. He
earned his bachelor's degree and a mas-
ters in public administration at Western
Carolina University and then worked for
eight years for the Federal Elections
Commission in Washington, DC. He also
worked five years at the N.C. State Board
of Elections, and he has worked in the
private sector as a specialist in preparing
federal campaign finance reports. 

"Elections are not federalized," he
said. "With no federal law regulating
elections, all 100 counties in North Car-
olina run their own elections." 

He also said it's impossible for a
hacker to affect the tabulating of ballots
because the machines used are not con-
nected to the internet. "I test every ma-
chine to make sure they are working prop-
erly before they go to a polling site," he said.

Even while conducting the current
election, the elections staff is deep into
preparations for the 2024 federal elec-

tion and the primary that will take place
in the spring.

To learn more about voter ID and the
work of the Board of Elections, visit:
https://www.gastongov.com/263/
Board-of-Elections

About Rotary: Rotary is an interna-
tional service organization with 1.4 mil-
lion members in more than 200 coun-
tries. "Service Above Self" is the Rotary
motto. Rotarians work together to pro-
mote peace, fight disease, support edu-
cation, grow local economies and pro-
tect the environment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the First Presbyterian Church in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information,
visit www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Gaston County Elections Director Adam Ragan (left) told Belmont Rotarians recently about new voter photo ID
requirements in place for the 2023 municipal election, for which early voting has already started, and about the work of
the Board of Elections. With him are Elizabeth Atterberry, chief judge at the Belmont 2 precinct polling site, who was a
special guest at the meeting, and Belmont Rotary Club President Thomas Hunter. PHOTO PROVIDED BY TED HALL.

Voter
Continued from Page 1A

App. Monday’s Cash 5 jackpot is

$100,000.
Ticket sales from draw games

make it possible for the lottery to
raise more than $2.8 million a day on
average for education. The state pro-
vided $28.5 million in grants, using

money raised by the lottery, to help
Cleveland County with school con-
struction. For details on other ways
Cleveland County benefits from lottery
funds, visit www.nclottery.com and
click on the “Impact” section.

Lottery
Continued from Page 1A

Weaver was arrested on sight Sun-
day afternoon at 1:25 p.m. after officers
saw him walking on Broad Street and
identified him as the man shown in sur-
veillance footage from the crime
scenes, according to police reports.

He is currently in custody being held
on a $100,000 bond, and does not yet
have a court date at the time of writing. 

Some businesses are still assessing
damages and working with police, but
according to Mary Elliott, spokeswom-
an for the Gastonia Police Department,
Weaver could be facing more than six
counts of property damage.

“Part of it’s just an incident that was
scary,” LaBrec said. “The other part…
was just concern for safety as we attract
more business here.”

According to LaBrec the affected
businesses convened Sunday to dis-
cuss the possible impacts of incidents
like these on the safety of Gastonia resi-
dents moving into apartment buildings
that are being constructed downtown. 

“There’s been an increase in traffic
for multiple reasons in the exact same
area we’re trying to clean up and make
safer.” LaBrec said. “So, it’s going to
need some good cooperation and col-
laboration from the public-private part-
nership to help accomplish the goals
we’re trying to achieve as far as attract-
ing people, keeping it safe, and those
who are disadvantaged to have a place
to go.”

LaBrec says he is working with Chris
Koltyk, Gastonia’s chief information of-
ficer, to develop a more thorough sur-
veillance system downtown, which he
hopes will include rooftop surveillance
cameras on most businesses.

Vandalized
Continued from Page 1A

Vandalism outside DTEL at 251 West Main Avenue in Gastonia.
MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE

Wednesday’s question: What ad-
vise did Job’s wife give him when he
became sick?

Tuesday’s answer: Seven sons and
three daughters (Job 1:2).

HUGH BRITTAIN|
THE BIBLE SAYS

Today is Wednesday, Oct. 25, the
298th day of 2023. There are 67 days
left in the year. On this date in: 

1760: Britain’s King George III suc-
ceeded his late grandfather, George II.

1859: Radical abolitionist John
Brown went on trial in Charles Town,
Virginia, for his failed raid at Harpers
Ferry. (He was convicted and
hanged.) 

1881: Artist Pablo Picasso was born
in Malaga, Spain. 

1910: “America the Beautiful,” with
words by Katharine Lee Bates and
music by Samuel A. Ward, was first
published. 

1945: Taiwan became independent
of Japanese colonial rule.

1960: The Bulova Watch Co. intro-
duced its electronic “Accutron” model.

1962: During a meeting of the U.N.
Security Council, U.S. Ambassador
Adlai E. Stevenson II demanded that
Soviet Ambassador Valerian Zorin
confirm or deny the existence of Sovi-
et-built missile bases in Cuba; Ste-
venson then presented photographic
evidence of the bases to the Council. 

1971: The U.N. General Assembly
voted to admit mainland China and
expel Taiwan. 

1983: A U.S.-led force invaded Gre-
nada at the order of President Ronald
Reagan, who said the action was
needed to protect U.S. citizens there.

1986: In Game 6 of the World Se-
ries, the New York Mets rallied for
three runs with two outs in the 10th
inning, defeating the Boston Red Sox
6-5 and forcing a seventh game; the
tie-breaking run scored on Boston
first baseman Bill Buckner’s error on
Mookie Wilson’s slow grounder. (The
Mets went on to win the Series.)

1994: Susan Smith of Union, South
Carolina, claimed that a Black car-
jacker had driven off with her two
young sons (Smith later confessed to
drowning the children and was con-
victed of murder). 

1999: Golfer Payne Stewart and five
others were killed when their Learjet
flew uncontrolled for four hours be-
fore crashing in South Dakota; Stew-
art was 42. 

2002: Democratic U.S. Sen. Paul
Wellstone of Minnesota was killed in
a plane crash in northern Minnesota
along with his wife, daughter and five
others, a week and a half before the
election. 

2013: Emmy-winning comic actor
Marsha Wallace, known for her roles
on sitcoms including “The Bob Ne-
whart Show” and as the voice of
teacher Edna Krabappel on “The
Simpsons,” died at age 70.

2022: Rishi Sunak became Brit-
ain’s first prime minister of color after
being chosen to lead a governing Con-
servative Party.

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Marion
Ross is 95. Basketball Hall of Famer
Bob Knight is 83. Author Anne Tyler is
82. Rock singer Jon Anderson (Yes) is
79. Political strategist James Carville
is 79. Singer Taffy Nivert (Starland
Vocal Band) is 79. Rock musician
Glenn Tipton (Judas Priest) is 76. Ac-
tor Brian Kerwin is 74. Actor Mark L.
Taylor is 73. Movie director Julian
Schnabel is 72. Rock musician Mat-
thias Jabs is 67. Actor Nancy Cart-
wright (TV: “The Simpsons”) is 66.
Country singer Mark Miller (Sawyer
Brown) is 65. Rock musician Chad
Smith (Red Hot Chili Peppers; Chick-
enfoot) is 62. Actor Tracy Nelson is
60. Actor Michael Boatman is 59. Ac-
tor Kevin Michael Richardson is 59.
Actor Mathieu Amalric is 58. Singer
Speech is 55. Actor-comedian-TV
host Samantha Bee is 54. Actor Adam
Goldberg is 53. Actor-singer Adam
Pascal is 53. Rock musician Ed Rob-
ertson (Barenaked Ladies) is 53. Actor
Persia White is 53. Country singer
Chely (SHEL’-ee) Wright is 53. Actor
Leslie Grossman is 52. Violinist Mido-
ri is 52. Actor Craig Robinson is 52. 

TODAY IN HISTORY


