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Weather

High 53° | Low 26°
Sunny. Forecast, 12A

Examining mass attacks

Report delves into 173 incidents, notes how often
there were warning signs. Nation & World, 10A

When Sasha Quinn opened Soul
Miner’s Garden Food Truck in the begin-
ning of March 2020, she had researched
where to park her truck, and she had put
together a schedule. The food truck was
the fulfillment of a longtime dream, and
she was prepared. 

“I wanted a food truck for over 10
years. I actually left serving and bar-
tending to start my food truck,” she said.
“We had like a whole schedule that we
had done, a lot of research on where we
should go, all these emails and phone
calls speaking with different people.”. 

A couple of weeks later, “all of that

went out the window.”
The pandemic had started, and res-

taurants and other businesses were

temporarily shuttered.
“We had to go back to the drawing

board and figure out, ‘OK, where can
we go now?’” 

She made it work anyway. Despite
that initial challenge, Soul Miner’s
Garden Food Truck built a following in
the Charlotte area, winning awards for
its vegan cuisine, and now, they’ve
opened a restaurant in Gastonia.

Located in a building that formerly
housed a Japanese restaurant at 3204
Union Road, Soul Miner’s Garden and
Market offers a variety of vegan dish-
es, ranging from vegan tacos to loaded
nachos made from fresh, hand-cut tor-
tillas that are fried to order. 

Vegan restaurant
opens in Gastonia

Marah Wehler, owner Sasha Quinn and Neena Moore pose together inside Soul Miner’s Garden Market on Union Road
Thursday morning. PHOTOS BY MIKE HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE
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See RESTAURANT, Page 12A

Cleveland County will be under
new, temporary leadership starting
next month.

The county Board of Commission-
ers appointed Todd Carpenter as in-
terim county manager effective Feb. 1.

Carpenter will replace outgoing
county manager Brian Epley who re-
cently accepted a position with Burke

County in the same role.
Carpenter is a life-

long Cleveland County
resident who brings
more than 38 years of
local government expe-
rience to the interim po-
sition. He served as
deputy city manager for

the city of Gastonia for 38 years and re-
tired from that position in the fall of
2022.

“I am thrilled for the opportunity to
work with the great team in place in
Cleveland County,” Carpenter said. “I
look forward to steering the ship as the
board conducts a search for a perma-
nent manager. I’m thankful for the
trust placed in me by the Board of
Commissioners, and I look forward to
getting to work.”

Board of Commissioners Chairman
Kevin Gordon expressed confidence in
Carpenter’s abilities.

“We are fortunate to have found
such an experienced and knowledge-
able leader who is willing to step in on
an interim basis to assume the duties
of county manager,” Gordon said. “We
welcome Todd to the team and look 

Interim
county
manager
appointed

See MANAGER, Page 2A

Carpenter

Todd Carpenter begins
temporary role Feb. 1
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Gaston County is in higher demand
as a location for new industry than at
any time in the past 38 years, County
Economic Development Executive Di-
rector Donny Hicks told Belmont Rotari-
ans recently. And he would know, be-
cause that’s how long he has been the

county’s chief industry recruiter. And
he twice has been named North Caroli-
na’s top economic development direc-
tor. 

Gaston County has gained 10 million
square feet of new industrial space in
the past three years. By comparison, it
gained only seven million square feet in
the previous 40 years. New industries
have developed 1,400 acres in Gaston

County in the past 22 months compared
to 4,000 acres over the past 40 years.

At a Belmont Rotary Club meeting,
Hicks said the greatest change he’s wit-
nessed in his career is in the methods
used and time it takes global industry
decision-makers to evaluate a potential
site for development.

“We used to have months to interest a
prospect,” he said, noting his office pre-

viously mailed large volumes of data to
company executives considering a Gas-
ton County location. “Now we have min-
utes,” he added, because they can col-
lect most of the information they need
online.

Having a well prepared site that
meets the prospect’s requirements is 

Industrial development booming in Gaston County
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

See DEVELOPMENT, Page 3A

Davis, UNC thriving
at recruiting
SPORTS, 1B

Celebrate the New Year 
with NEW FLOORS!

The New Year is a time for all things new, and that can include the flooring in your 
home. Liven up your living space with new floors installed by Floor Coverings 
International®. Sit back and relax – with The Flooring Store at Your Door® we’ll 
do it all!

Book a Free In-Home Design Consultation! 

 • bookfci.com

$250 
OFF*

980-448-3346
*Exclusions may apply. Each Franchise is a Locally Owned and Independently Operated Business.

The award winning vegetarian loaded
nachos are on the menu at Soul
Miner’s.
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Window &
Patio Door

Goodbye 2022

•  With all that 2022 threw at us, we’re happy to 
see it go and give you a HUGE discount!

•  We’ll give you a price that’s good for a 
year. While visiting your home we’ll talk about 
all your options and give you an honest and 
exact price quote. We’ll never try to talk you 
into windows you don’t need.

Call for your FREE
Window and Door Diagnosis

704-833-8964

1Subject to availability, on a total purchase of 4 or more, buy 2 windows or doors, get the second two windows or doors, of 
equal or lesser value, 40% off – applied to lowest priced window and/or door products in purchase. To qualify for discount offer, 
initial contact for an appointment must be made and documented on or before 1/31/23 with the purchase then occurring on or 
before    . 2No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available from third-party lenders to well qualified buyers on 
approved credit only. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 12 months. Products are marketed, 
sold and installed (but not manufactured) by Renewal by Andersen retailers, which are independently owned and operated under 
S&L Windows and Doors, LLC d/b/a Renewal by Andersen of the Carolinas. NC Residential Builders License #80213. South Carolina 
Residential Builders Commission #571. See complete information and entity identification at www.rbaguidelines.com. ©2023 
Andersen Corporation. ©2023 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Goodbye 2022 Event ends
January 31st!

Buy 1 window or door,
get 1 window or door

40% OFF 1

Money 
DownNO
PaymentsNO
InterestNO

for 1 year! 2

and

2/10/23

the key to winning, or even being con-
sidered, in the highly competitive field
of business recruiting, Hicks said. And
developing business parks with sites
available for quick delivery has helped
Gaston County to recruit many new em-
ployers recently.

Some of the business parks Hicks
highlighted include:

Gateway 85

Just off Interstate 85 between Gasto-
nia and Lowell, this is one of the coun-
ty’s fastest developing parks, but Hicks
said he marketed the site more than 36
years before it took off recently.

Three massive buildings have been
completed, one of which totals 1.5 mil-
lion square feet and ranks as the second
largest distribution center in the Char-
lotte region. Two more buildings are un-
der construction and still more are
planned.

Newell Brands, Amazon and the
United States Postal Service occupy the
buildings already in service.

Gastonia Technology Park

One of the county’s most successful
major business parks, the 422-acre
Gastonia Technology Park is in Dallas
near Gaston College.

It’s almost built out, with 10 current
industries and two projects pending.
Some of the major employers in the site
include Owens Corning, Dixon Quick
Coupling, CTL Packaging and Rou-
chling.

South Ridge Business Park

The seven companies already located
in this park help give Bessemer City the
second highest municipal tax base in
Gaston County. Dole, Hunter Douglas,
Amazon and Dhollandia are some of the
companies with plants in the park.

Apple Creek Corporate Center

With the Technology Park nearing
capacity, the EDC began working to de-
velop another site nearby and the 330-
acre Apple Creek Corporate Center is
the result on the Dallas-Cherryville
Highway.

Less than a year since the grand
opening, five of the 10 available sites in
Apple Creek have been, or are being, de-
veloped and announcements are ex-
pected soon on more. Companies repre-
sented in Apple Creek include GNT,
Rankin, Knoll, Hans Kissle and Premix.

RiverWest

This is a new and smaller park near
the Oaks Commercial Center in North
Belmont, but it’s having a big impact. Its
two buildings total more than 600,000
square feet, and one is fully leased and
the other partially leased. 

Hicks shared statistics on 22 projects
recently completed or under construc-
tion. The combined total investment
will be more than $661 million and the
square footage totals more than 10 mil-
lion. The seven completed projects for
which employment numbers are avail-
able have produced 645 jobs. 

The EDC isn’t content with its recent
major success and continues to work
every day to bring more jobs to Gaston
County. 

Hicks cited a massive 900-acre pro-
ject on the Gaston-Lincoln border that
will be a two-county joint venture. It’s
called Riverbend Farms and more than
half of the acreage will be in Gaston

County. When developed, it will be one
of the largest business parks in the re-
gion. 

Planning is also under way for a 345-
acre business park in the Dallas-High
Shoals area.

Belmont Rotary

Rotary is an international service or-
ganization with 1.4 million members in
more than 200 countries. “Service
Above Self” is the Rotary motto. Rotari-
ans work together to promote peace,

fight disease, support education, grow
local economies and protect the envi-
ronment. 

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the Home2 Suites by Hilton in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information, vis-
it www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Development
Continued from Page 1A

Gaston Economic
Development
Commission
Executive Director
Donny Hicks, left,
spoke about the
recent industrial
development boom
in the county during
a presentation to
the Belmont Rotary
Club. Rotarian Dick
Cromlish, who
arranged the
program, is vice
chair of the Gaston
County Economic
Development
Commission board.
PHOTOS PROVIDED BY

BELMONT ROTARY CLUB

The 1.5-million-square-foot building in the Gateway 85 business park beside I-85
between Lowell and Gastonia is the Southeast distribution center for Newell
Brands, a Fortune 500 company, distributing products such as Rubbermaid, Mr.
Coffee, Oster, Calphalon and Sunbeam. Total investment is $135 million.


