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Ford probe ends without recall

High carbon dioxide levels not found in
SUV exhaust. Business, 10A WBADDJ-00001x
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Weather

High 53° | Low 36°
Rain. Forecast, 12A

Dangers for journalists

At least 67 news media workers were
killed worldwide in 2022. 3A

Breanna and Brittany Crawford want
to know what happened to their brother. 

Since his killing on Friday, they’ve
heard several different stories. They
don’t know which version is true.

Their brother, 20-year-old Matthew
James Watkins, was found dead at a re-
mote property on Peggy Drive near Bes-
semer City. 

Chavis Samuel Davis, 21, of Charlotte,
was charged with first-degree murder in
his death.

“I don’t think it’s going to hurt any
less knowing the truth,” Brittany Craw-
ford said, adding that it’s been difficult
not knowing what exactly happened. 

“Everybody keeps saying he over-
dosed, and that’s not the case,” Breanna
Crawford added. 

Davis appeared before District Court
Judge Gus Anthony on Monday, and a
prosecutor told Anthony that Watkins
evidently had been stabbed, but there
were also injuries that suggested blunt
force was used in the killing. He asked
that Davis remain in jail without a bond.
Anthony granted that request and ap-
pointed Davis a public defender.

Davis was convicted in 2018 of rob-
bery with a dangerous weapon in
Mecklenburg County. He was sen-
tenced to four to six years in prison,
and he was released on parole on July
3, 2022, according to the North Caroli-
na Department of Public Safety. He
was still on parole at the time of the
killing.

Breanna Crawford said that Wat-
kins had a sense of humor.

He went by the nicknames “Pickle
Head” and “Booby,” and he was a Cher-
ryville native.

Family seeking answers
in Cherryville killing

Matthew Watkins, left, pictured with his grandfather, Michael “Poppy” Sterling, was a native of Cherryville, his family
said. PROVIDED BY BRITTANY CRAWFORD

Kara Fohner
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

See ANSWERS, Page 2A

Paul Cobler Jr. of Dallas had a tough
time sleeping on Saturday after a $5
scratch-off purchase revealed a
$250,000 prize.

“I was just trying to figure out if I
was dreaming or something,” Cobler
said. “I could barely sleep after it hap-
pened.”

Cobler, a 51-year-old machinist,
bought his lucky Mega Bucks Limited
Edition ticket from the Walmart on

Northwest
Boulevard in
Newton. He
said he took
the ticket
home and
started
scratching it
while
watching
TV.

“I was in
disbelief,” he
recalled. “I

just kept thinking, ‘This can’t be real.’”
Cobler arrived at lottery headquar-

ters Monday to collect his prize and,
after required state and federal tax
withholdings, took home $178,126.

Cobler said he would like to use the
winnings to pay off his house, car, and
save for retirement.

“Hopefully from here on out it will
be an earlier retirement than I was ex-
pecting,” he said.

Mega Bucks Limited Edition debut-
ed in August with five $250,000 priz-
es. Since Cobler won the last $250,000
top prize, the lottery will begin steps to
end the game.

Ticket sales from scratch-offs make
it possible for the lottery to raise $2.5
million a day on average for education.
For details on how $14.9 million raised
by the lottery made a difference in
Gaston County last year, visit
www.nclottery.com and click on the
“Impact” section.

Dallas
man gets
$250,000
lottery win
Gaston Gazette

USA TODAY NETWORK

“I was just

trying to figure

out if I was

dreaming or

something.”
Paul Cobler Jr. 
Lottery winner

Growing up in a military family and
working early in her career for the U.S.
Army fuels a passion within Sundae
Dowdle to help veterans and senior citi-

zens.
Her job as general manager at Home

Instead Senior Care, which provides
home care for patients, gives her lots of
opportunities to connect with people in
need of help. 

While she goes the extra mile for ev-

ery patient, nothing pleases her more
than being able to make a veteran, or a
surviving spouse, aware of a benefit to
which he or she is entitled.

She shared recently with Belmont
Rotary Club members a personal experi-
ence with Covid that made her more

aware than ever what it’s like to be des-
perately sick and dependent on others.
She spent a month in the hospital on a
ventilator and feeding tube, with doc-
tors uncertain if she would survive. 

Helping veterans comes naturally to Sundae Dowdle
Ted Hall
Special to The Gazette

See DOWDLE, Page 2A

Who’s in? Gastonia, Shelby 
area high school playoff picture
SPORTS, 1B

704-833-8795
Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 

Receive a $50 Visa gift 
card with your FREE 

in-home estimate

02/28/2023Offer expires
*Does not include cost of material.20% off total purchase*

Say goodbye to
gutter cleaning for 
good
No clogging, No cleaning

No leaking, No water damage

No ladder accidents

LeafGuard has been 
awarded the Good 

Housekeeping
Seal of Approval

for 16 straight years. *All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. 
Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life 
partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID 
and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or 
affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation 
within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,or 
substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be 
mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in 
conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice 
prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires       .02/28/2023

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home or we will clean your gutters for free.
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Customer service
To view our most recent disclosures and important information
regarding your subscription, please visit
aboutyoursubscription.gastongazette.com. Contact The Gaston
Gazette for questions or to report issues at 877-383-7395.
Operating hours are:
h Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
h Saturday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
h Sunday: 7:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Full access print and digital subscriptions
Subscribe and save today by visiting gastongazette.com. 

The print Newspaper in Education program has been discontinued.
Funds supporting this program are being redirected to the College
Readership Program. If you have any questions, please contact
877-383-7395.

Corrections and clarifications
Our goal is to promptly correct errors. Email us at
kellis@gastongazette.com to report a mistake or call 704-869-1823.
Describe the error, where you saw it, the date, page number, or the URL. 

Contact us
Customer Service ............................................................................. 877-383-7395
Newsroom ............................................................................................ 704-869-1823
Advertising .......................................................................................... 864-562-7351
Obituaries ............................................................ gastongazette.com/obituaries
Classifieds ............................................................ classifieds.gastongazette.com

Postal information
The Gaston Gazette, is published 6 days per week excluding Saturday,
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving (observed),
Christmas Day (observed) and New Year’s Day (observed) by Gannett
Media Corp, 1893 Remount Road, Gastonia, NC, 28054. Periodicals
postage paid at Gastonia, NC and additional mailing offices. Postmaster:
Please send address changes to The Gazette, P.O. Box 1538, Gastonia,
NC 28053.

So glad we called A1. Super fast service, 

came out right away. Thomas was an 

amazing technician and very knowledgeable, 

super friendly. A+++, highly recommended.

 - Will, Charlotte NC

* With purchase and install of new garage 
door. Call for details. Must present this 
ad to redeem offer. Cannot be combined 
with any other offers or past purchases.  
Exp.

5 REASONS TO REPLACE:
1. Energy efficient doors save you $$$

2. Tighter door security keeps you safe

3. Weather & critter protection

4. Upgraded curb appeal

5. Increase home value

Same Day Service • Evenings & Weekends – No Extra Charge • Emergency Services Available  
• Military, AAA, Senior, AARP Discounts • Residential • Doing Business Since 1998 • Family 
Owned & Operated • Lifetime Warranty - Call for Details

GARAGE DOOR SERVICE SPECIALS

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  
or prior purchases. Expires

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  
or prior purchases. Expires

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  
or prior purchases. Expires

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers  
or prior purchases. Expires

SERVING GREATER GASTONIA AREA

ANY NEW GARAGE DOOR

*$200 OFF

704-741-1098

1/31/20231/31/20231/31/20231/31/2023

1/31/2023

SPRING
REPLACEMENT

$75 OFF
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS!

GARAGE DOOR 
TUNE UP SPECIAL

REPLACE AN
EXISTING OPENER

ANY NEW GARAGE 
DOOR OFFER

$100 OFF$200 OFF

BEST SERVICE    BEST PARTS    BEST WARRANTY

A1 FROM DAY 1

SCAN TO SCHEDULE SERVICE

$5999

FINANCING AVAILABLE
* Subject to credit approval, restrictions apply call for details.
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BONUS CODE

* Discounts vary by merchant, location and offer; subject to availability. Offers may change without notice.          
   Total savings vary based on the number of discounts and coupons redeemed and value of offers.

1) Register and enter codes at: www.diningdealsusa.com

2) Enter today’s code before Friday, January 27, 2023 at 11:59 p.m.

3) Redeem today’s bonus code for coupon redemptions that interest you.  
 Coupons cover restaurants, travel, family fun, automotive, shopping  
 and more!

XKEARZC

Wednesday’s question: Besides Jesus, what other person walked on water?
Tuesday’s answer: Naaman (2 Kings 5:1, 14)

THE BIBLE SAYS HUGH BRITTAIN

Today is Wednesday, Jan. 25, the 25th
day of 2022. There are 340 days left in
the year. On this date in:
1533: England’s King Henry VIII secretly
married his second wife, Anne Boleyn,
who later gave birth to Elizabeth I.
1915: America’s first official transcon-
tinental telephone call took place as
Alexander Graham Bell, who was in

New York, spoke to his former assis-
tant, Thomas Watson, who was in San
Francisco, over a line set up by Amer-
ican Telephone & Telegraph.
1924: The first Winter Olympic Games
opened in Chamonix, France.
1981: The 52 Americans held hostage
by Iran for 444 days arrived in the Unit-
ed States.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Then came another month in rehabili-
tation, followed by more time in a
wheelchair with home care.

The near-death experience, she
said, has made her more determined
than ever to help as many in need as
possible. 

“We have 13,000 veterans in Gaston
County,” she said, “and just over 5,000
of them are in the health care system.”
Many need services for which they are
eligible, but they don’t know about the
benefits, she said.

There are three health or home care
benefits that will pay for home care for
a veteran or a surviving spouse who re-
mains at home. Dowdle said anyone
who thinks they may qualify can con-

tact her for a free consultation. She can
be reached at 704.864.5500, or by
email at sundae@homeinstead.com.

Rotary is an international service or-
ganization with 1.4 million members in
more than 200 countries. “Service
Above Self” is the Rotary motto. Rotari-
ans work together to promote peace,
fight disease, support education, grow
local economies and protect the envi-
ronment.

Belmont Rotary Club, which will cel-
ebrate its 100th anniversary in 2025,
meets for lunch and a program on local
topics each Wednesday, 12:30 - 1:30
p.m., at the Home2 Suites by Hilton in
Belmont. Guests interested in learning
more about local businesses and issues
and how Rotary serves the community
are welcome. For more information,
visit www.belmontrotaryclub.com.

Ted Hall is a member of Belmont Ro-
tary.

Sundae Dowdle, left, general manager at Home Instead Senior Care, spoke
recently to the Belmont Rotary Club about her work to connect veterans with
benefits and services available to them. The program was arranged by Rotarian
Michelle Petty, right, of Gaston County Hospice and Palliative Care.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BELMONT ROTARY CLUB

Dowdle
Continued from Page 1ABrittany Crawford said that Watkins

attended Warlick Academy and Cher-
ryville High School, and although he
did not graduate, he was smart. 

“A lot of people still don’t know that,”
she said. 

Breanna Crawford said that Watkins
enjoyed collecting “weird forms of
money,” like $2 bills, and when they lost
their dad in 2020, “he was there, sup-
ported everyone through it.”

Brittany Crawford agreed, saying
that Watkins was close to their mother.

“He loved our mama to death. He
would do anything for her,” she said. 

The sisters last saw Watkins on
Thanksgiving.

To people that might know some-
thing, Brittany Crawford said, “I would
tell them to stop being a coward.”

Answers
Continued from Page 1A

Chavis Samuel Davis, who is charged
with first-degree murder in the death
of Matthew James Watkins, makes his
first appearance before Judge Gus
Anthony Monday afternoon at the
Gaston County Courthouse. MIKE

HENSDILL/THE GASTON GAZETTE


