LEWES-REHOBOTH ROTARY CLUB
VETERANS DAY CEREMONY
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	MASTER OF CEREMONIES:
	Lewes-Rehoboth Rotary Club
	Andy Brzoska

	KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
	Lewes-Rehoboth Rotary Club
	CMSgt (Ret) Michael Bellerose

	INVOCATION:
	St Peter’s Church Lewes
	Chaplain Ray Michener

	SINGERS (National Anthem):
	Sussex Academy of Arts & Science
	Amelia Kramer



	SINGERS (God Bless America):
	Sussex Academy of Arts & Science
	Amelia Kramer



	READING FROM A VETERAN:
	Sussex Academy Interact Club
	Lilly Manlove (Club Founder)

	HONOR GUARD:
	Woodbridge High School JROTC
	

	DISTINGUISHED VISITORS:
	Mayor of Lewes
	Andrew Williams

	
	Lewes Chamber of Commerce
	Ted Becker

	
	American Legion Commander 
Post 17, Lewes
	Steve Barrow

	
	Fort Miles Historical Society
	Jeff DiBella

	
	Lewes Police Chief
	Thomas Spell

	
	Lewes Fire Chief
	Dale Magee

	
	State Representative
	NOT IN 2022, ELECTIONS SAME WEEK.

	
	State Senator
	NOT IN 2022, ELECTIONS SAME WEEK.

	
	County Councilman
	Mark Schaeffer

	
	Medical Representative (Bebee)
	Dr. David Tam



PROTOCOL ANNOUNCEMENT

TIME: 10:50am

MC: “MAY I HAVE YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE?  AT THIS TIME, WE ASK EVERYONE TO PLEASE BE SEATED OR FIND A COMFORTABLE PLACE TO SEE THE CEREMONY; THE CEREMONY WILL BEGIN SHORTLY.  THANK YOU.

TIME: 10:55am
MC: GOOD MORNING LADIES AND GENTLEMEN AND WELCOME TO TODAY’S CEREMONY.  PROPER ETIQUETTE AND RESPECT FOR OUR DISTINGUISHED VISITORS AND OUR FLAG WILL REQUIRE CERTAIN ACTIONS.  THROUGHOUT THE CEREMONY, YOU WILL BE GIVEN CUES TO STAND AND BE SEATED AT THE APPROPRIATE TIMES.  AS A REMINDER, DURING THE SINGING OF OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM, MILITARY MEMBERS SHOULD STAND AT ATTENTION AND FOLLOW THE COMMANDS OF THE HONOR GUARD AND OUR CIVILIAN GUESTS SHOULD PLACE THEIR RIGHT HAND OVER THEIR HEART.  TO MAINTAIN THE PROPER ATMOSPHERE FOR TODAY’S CEREMONY, PLEASE ENSURE YOUR ELECTRONIC DEVICES ARE TURNED OFF OR ON SILENT MODE FOR THE DURATION OF THE CEREMONY.  THANK YOU.”

time: 11:00am

MC:  Ladies and Gentlemen we would like to welcome you in front of OVER five hundred American Flags honoring our brave men and women around the world on the 11th hour…of the 11th day…of the 11th month.

104 YEARS A GO, ON NOVEMBER 11TH, 1918, the fighting of World War I ended. Due to the conclusion of “the War to end all Wars,” November 11th became a universally recognized day of celebration. The day was originally declared “Armistice Day” EIGHT years after the end of World War I and honored only veterans of that war. Then in 1954, after World War II and the Korean War, it was renamed “Veterans’ Day” tHIS MOVE WAS DESIGNED To honor all veterans who served America in war and defended democracy AND FREEDOM AROUND THE WORLD. So, today we honor all of our veterans … who unselfishly placed their lives on the line for our freedom. 
MC: LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, PLEASE RISE FOR THE POSTING OF OUR COLORS, SINGING OF OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM, AND OUR INVOCATION.

HONOR GUARD PESENTS OUR COLORS

SINGING OF THE NATIONAL ANTHEM

POSTING OF OUR COLORS BY THE HOMOR GUARD

INVOCATION.

MC: IT IS AN HONOR TO THANK Amelia Kramer, FROM SUSSEX  ACADEMY, FOR THE BEAUTIFUL SINGING OF OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM. THE posting of our colors by the HONOR GUARD FROM WOODBRIDE HIGH SCHOOL JUNIOR ROTC, AND THE INVOCATION BY chaplain ray michener from st peter’s church in lewes. he also served in the navy as a lieutenant commander.
MC: IT IS ALSO MY HONOR TO INTRODUCE TO YOU OUR DISTINGUISHED VISITORS. please hold your applause untill all are introduced:

· tHE VICE COMMANDER OF THE AMERICAN LEGION, POST 17, STEVEN MISSIMER WHO SERVED IN THE U.S. AIR FORCE.  

· the fort miles historical society president Jeffrey Dibella, who served in the U.S. army
· the lewes chief of police THOMAS SPELL, who also served in the u.s.  ARMY.
· the lewes fire chief DALE MAGEE who also served in the u.s. NAVY.
· the ceo of bebee hospital, representing our medical community doctor DAVID tam, who also served in the u.s. navy.

· The chamber of commerce board of directors member TED BECKER, who also served in the U.S. ARMY.
· OUR COUNTY COUNCILMAN mark schaeffer.
· OUR KEYNOTE SPEAKER AND ROTARIAN CHIEF master sergeant MICHAEL BELLEROSE, who also served in the U.S. air force
· THE LEWES-REHOBOTH ROTARY CLUB’S PRESIDENT JEFFERY KITCHEN
· mc: lasies and gentlemen, it is my honor to introduce to you the mayor of lewes ANDREW WILLIAMS.
The mayor will come to the podium and welcome everyone to the ceremony.

mc: last but not least, we would like to welcome every veteran, firefighter, law enforcement officer, medical personnel, and every proud american to the ceremony in the first town in the first state of the united states of america! 
mc: i would like to introduce to you two young adults from THE sussex academy of arts and science AND rotaryS NEWEST interact club founding members lilly manlove and DORALYNN VENTURA.

reading from a veteran

LILLY:  Since the early days of the Revolutionary War, American soldiers have been writing letters that shared their fears, hopes for the future, and love with those who waited anxiously behind. During the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, service members have been more likely to transmit their messages home as emails. But there are exceptions. In early March 2002, coalition forces began to gear up for Operation Anaconda, a major assault on Taliban and al-Qaida strongholds in the mountains of Afghanistan. Before advancing into what would become one of the worst firefights of the Afghan campaign. A 23-year-old Sgt. Josh Harapko, with the 10th Mountain Division, neatly handwrote the following letter to his mother. 
DORALYNN:  Dear Mom, I’m writing this letter before I leave. I couldn’t say what I wanted to over the phone. First I want to say I love you so much. You were always there for me even though I would never talk about my problems. Second you gave me the options to be a man giving me slack in the rope to try to make the right decisions. No matter what you always believed in me, no matter how much of a punk I was to you. We are leaving for Bahgram to flush out 600 Taliban soldiers from the mountains. This is the biggest battle of the war on terrorism. We already sustained 30 casualties and one KILLED IN ACTION…
I don’t want you to worry about me. (I know you will cause I’m your son). Mom I’m not afraid to die for something that is right … I just hope that I made you proud, and if I don’t come home for any reason I just want you to know I’ll always be with you. … I want you to know you raised the cream of the crop. … Well Mom I have to go now, all that I have said here are words from my heart and I mean every last one of them. Tell Aunt Joyce I said hi and I love her. I hope to see you soon but if that doesn’t work out I just needed you to know how I felt. I Love you and Miss you. Take care your always in my thoughts.
Your Loving Son Josh
lilly: Josh survived combat in Afghanistan but died almost exactly one year later, on March 11, 2003, when the Black Hawk helicopter he was flying in crashed. Shortly before he died, he decided to give his mother the letter he had written in the uncertain hours before Operation Anaconda. She cherishes it as his last letter home.
mc: i would like to invite to the podium the ceo of bebee hospital and a representative for all paramedics and medical personal who serve our community each and every day, dr. david tam

dr. tam - it is a pleasure to introduce to you our keynote speaker. retired chief master sergeant first sergeant michael bellerose. he served in the united states air force for twenty-eight years and deployed overseas during desert storm, desert shield, iraqi freedom and enduring freedom as a member than leader within security force. he is joined today by his beautil wife kym. ladies and gentlemen my friend and rotarian michael bellerose.
keynote speaker gives a 10 minute speech.

mc: chief bellerose, thank you for that _________

mc: as we noted in our opening introductions, many of our distimuished guests representing our civilian organizations were also veterans. today we will honor the following with the posting of five american flags into our flags of honor dedication. 
read the names while they are moving to place the flags. five rotarians will hand a flag to each representative and ask them to hold the flag and stand in front of a hole. 
Steven Missimer Vice-Commander American Legion Post 17 representing all our Veterans.

Jeffrey Dibella, Fort Miles Historical Society President represnting our Military History

Dale Megee, Lewes Fire Chief representing all our Firefighters. 

Thomas Spell, Lewes Chief of Police represnting all our Law Enforcement Officers.

Dr. David Tam, CEO Bebee Healthcare, representing all our Paramedics and Healthcare workers.
Wait until all are standing in position with a flag

mc: chief bellerose take charge of the formation.

chief bellerose: fellow veterans, in honor of our veterans, law enforcement officers, firefighters, paramedics and medical personnel. in honor of all our heroes, post your colors!
wait for everyone to be seated

mc: it is my honor to invite to the podium the lewes-rehoboth rotary club’s president jeff kitchen.
PRESIDENT GIVES CLOSING REMARKS

mc: ladies and gentlemen, help me welcome back to the podium our beautiful singer from sussex academy amelia kramer.

singer sings god bless america

mc: ladies and gentlemen, thank you for joining us today. take a moment and travel through our sea of american flags and read some of the medallions. each one is in honor of a hero. 
additionally, the american legion, post 17, right here in lewes is having a veterans day lunch for all members of the post. if you are a veteran, or family member of a veteran, please consider joining the post and having lunch TODAY with them. LASTLY, CONSIDER VIsITING THE FORT MILES MUSEUM AT CAPE HENLOPEN STATE PARK TO HONOR OUR MILITARY HISTORY.
mc: this concludes our ceremony, have a great day and a safe weekend.
NOVEMBER 11, 2022 AT 11AM
AT THE FLAGS FOR HEROES
MASTER OF CERIMONIES: Andy Brzoska, Rotarian
PRESENTATION OF COLORS: Woodbridge High School JROTC 

Commander of the Color Guard Gunnery Sgt James Lester

Cadets:  2nd Lt Seth Swigert, Cadet 2nd Lt Adam Wahl, Cadet Corporal Donald McClements, and Cadet Corporal Cotton Collins

STAR SPANGLED BANNER: Singer Amelia Kramer
INVOCATION: Chaplain Ray Michener, St Peter’s Church, Lewes 
OPENING REMARKS: Major Andrew Williams

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER: Dr. David Tam, Bebee Healthcare CEO


KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  CMSgt (Ret) First Sergeant Michael R. Bellerose
DEDICATION OF FLAGS & HEROES
Steven Missimer (Air Force) Vice-Commander American Legion Post 17 (Veterans)
Jeffrey Dibella (Army) Fort Miles Historical Society President (Military History)
Dale Megee (Navy) Lewes Fire Chief (Firefighters)
Thomas Spell (Army) Lewes Chief of Police (Law Enforcement Officers)
Dr. David Tam (Navy) CEO Bebee Healthcare (Paramedics and Healthcare workers)
CLOSING REMARKS. Jeffrey Kitchen, Lewes-Rehoboth Rotary Club’s President

GOD BLESS AMERICA: Singer Amelia Kramer and everyone present

[image: image2.jpg]543 21 6 78 9 10

1- AMERICAN LEGION COMMANDER

2- FORT MILES HISTORICAL SOCIETY

3 - LEWES CHIEF OF POLICE

4 - LEWES FIRE CHIEF

5 - MEDICAL COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVE

6 — MAYOR OF LEWES

7 - LEWES-REHOBOTH ROTARY CLUB PRESIDENT
8 - KEYNOTE SPEAKER

9 — COUNTY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE

10- CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REPRESENTATIVE




EVENT INFORMATION
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