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By Governor Barton Goldenberg

There are and will continue to be multiple 
Covid-19 initiatives that local Rotarians 
and Rotary Clubs participate in.  As you 
know, D7620 has launched its own District-
wide initiative that we are implementing 
with great success at this time (see 
below).  There are also multiple Club-led 
Covid-19 initiatives; I was pleased, for 
example, to authorize a $53,000 Global 
Grant application for personal protective 
equipment in Montgomery County and DC 
led by metroBethesda Rotary Club and the 
Washington DC Rotary Club.  There is a great 
$30,000 Covid-19 grant effort underway by 
the Annapolis Rotary Club, the Parole Rotary 
Club and the Glen Burnie Rotary Club.  And 
the list 
goes on.  In 
the past 
few weeks, 
D7620 has 
already 
committed 
in excess of 
$100,000 for 
Covid-19 grants.  Rotary International has 
already committed in excess of $3 million 
Covid-19 grants.  We can all be proud to be 
Rotarians during these challenging times: 
We are ‘People of Action’!  I encourage you 
to volunteer and contribute to Covid-19 
activities as you see fit.  Speaking of which, 
below is the description of a new Rotary 
International Covid-19 Program that you 
may also want to participate in.  Please 
see the email below sent from RI Directors 
Stephanie Urchick and Peter Kyle on April 
14, 2020, to share with you:

“We have an exceptional and extraordinary 
request of you and all Rotary members 
in our Zones, to join the fight against 
COVID-19.  What if there was a way to help, 
from the safety of our homes, and make a 

real difference?

Clubs in our Zones are leading an 
extraordinary new effort, and your 
immediate participation is critical to its 
success.  This program was announced on 
April 6 via a press release (CNN, NYT, and 
other major coverage), and will be adopted 
by Rotary Clubs across the nation in the 
next few days.

The background is this: Three weeks ago, 
Rotarians in a local club were engaged to 
recruit 1 million volunteers to sign up with 
Volunteer Surge, a new program that allows 
an individual to train online to become a 
TeleHealth Worker or a Community Health 
Worker.  These volunteers will provide basic 
assistance, and will reduce suffering and 

save lives of 
people, locally 
and across the 
nation.  How?  
By helping 
health care 
providers focus 
more of their 

attention where it is most needed. “

TIME IS CRITICAL 

Please go to https://theglobalimpactgroup.
org to learn more and decide how you, your 
friends and family can participate.  And 
share this link with others on Facebook, 
email, and other social media.  Additional 
Collateral at:  https://tinyurl.com/
volunteersurge

The world is watching, and we, as Rotarians, 
people of action, are now truly defined by 
our actions in this crisis.

With appreciation and thanks,

Stephanie Urchick, RI Director 2019-21        

Peter Kyle, RI Director 2020-22

ROTARY CLUBS RESPOND TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC




