FREDERICK ROTARY COMMEMORATES 100 YEARS OF SERVICE
By Joanne McCoy, President, Rotary
Club of Frederick

of local nonprofits whose missions
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focus and were already engaged in
supporting those who are struggling
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highlight of the program was an
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members and past presidents, that
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of everyone in the
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closed down in an effort
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the spread of COVID-19. Suddenly,
program. Created by Past-President
the very first meeting of the club
our celebration felt inappropriate
Mark Lancaster in April of 2020, Food
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October 28, 1920. We were able to
whose motto was “Service Above Self”
to shop safely and deliver food to
safely gather again in Baker Park to
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at highest risk for COVID-19. Another
Frederick community, in celebration
financial disaster, food insecurity, and
35 members served as “Rotabuddies,
of our first century of service, and as
loneliness from enforced isolation?
providing support and friendship via
a symbol of our intention to continue
To use the word of the year, our club
phone calls and cards, and staying in
serving for the next century.
decided to “pivot” and convert our
touch with these seniors during this
“Throughout our first century of
original plans to celebrate into a
lonely time. The program is slated to
service, we have invested hundreds
far more impactful and meaningful
continue through June 1, 2021.
of thousands of dollars and an
activity: we would use our centennial
• We funded two microgrants at
equal amount of hours in bringing
celebration dollars to serve those
$2,500 each when Frederick City
our service projects to fruition, in
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announced a program to help some of Frederick and around the world,”
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back $100,000 to the community
million fellow Rotarians in helping to
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to commemorate our 100 years of
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profits to help them better care for
during the first half of the Rotary year
development, and education to
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have put us well on our way:
millions in need. We look forward to
members seeking help.
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• Our Service Partnership Grant
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Above Self” into action during our
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