McLEAN COMMUNITY COMES TOGETHER TO STOP HUNGER NOW
More Than 600 Volunteers Package More Than 150,000 Meals
McLEAN, VA (June 12, 2011) Dominic Alexander, a program manager with Stop Hunger Now, asked the hundreds of people gathered Saturday morning at Luther Church of the Redeemer in McLean to participate in a simple exercise.
 “Repeat after me!” he shouted. He clapped three times and then paused. The group ran through the drill three times before Alexander explained. “Thirty thousand people die each day due to hunger--that’s one person every three seconds,” he said.
 Alexander’s hand-clapping exercise was just what the hairnet-wearing crowd needed for inspiration. In three shifts over an eight-hour period more than 600 local volunteers packaged 150,000 meals to help eradicate hunger worldwide. The event benefited Stop Hunger Now, an international hunger relief organization that coordinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid to countries around the world.
 The meal-packaging activity brought together multiple faiths and multiple generations, ranging from Northern Virginia Girls Scouts, Boys Scouts and McLean Little Leaguers to World War II veterans from American Legion Post 270 in McLean. 
 The volunteers also comprised members of the Rotary Clubs of McLean, Tysons Corner and Dunn Loring-Merrifield as well as students, parents and administrators from McLean, Langley and Marshall high schools and The Potomac School as well as several local middle and elementary schools. Additionally, five local congregations participated: Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, the McLean Islamic Center, Temple Rodef Shalom and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
 Special guests included incoming Rotary International General Secretary John Hewko, District 7610 Governor Ron Marion and District Governor-elect Jon Allan. Additionally, elected officials, candidates and their staffs attended. 
The event raised more than $37,500--or 25 cents a meal from individuals, organizations and corporations to help eradicate hunger. Corporate sponsors include Chain Bridge Bank, Deloitte, West Financial Services and Applied Predictive Technologies. 

The meals are comprised of long-grain rice, a soy protein mixture, a vitamin packet and dehydrated vegetables. The ingredients are measured and poured into bags. Stop Hunger Now sends 90 percent of the meals to schools in impoverished regions and the remaining 10 percent going to disaster relief areas. 

Saturday’s event marks the second time that the McLean community has supported Stop Hunger Now in less than a year. In November 2010, the Rotary Club of McLean, along with McLean and Langley high schools and Luther Church of the Redeemer, as well as several McLean area service organizations and companies recruited more than 500 volunteers to package 100,000 meals.
McLean Rotarian Bob Hahne, the event organizer for the November 2010 and June 2011 activities, learned about the Stop Hunger Now meal-packaging program while attending the Rotary District 7610 Conference in April 2010. He and his wife, Barb, worked with dozens of other Rotarians to package 20,000 meals.

The Hahnes’ long-term goal is to package one million meals in McLean. 
Bob Hahne said: “I am truly amazed by the outpouring of support from so many people in McLean and the surrounding areas--the schools, the Girls Scouts and Boy Scouts, McLean Little League, the Rotary clubs, the faith-based organizations and even the corporate community.
“After seeing today’s enthusiasm, I don’t think one million is out of the question,” he added. 
