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In September the McLean Rotary Club and its Foundation awarded a total of $18,700 to local projects. The latest awards are: $10,000 to the Timber Lane Elementary School reading program, $4,900 to Homestretch to initiate a Teen Center program, $1,300 to the Literacy Council of Northern Virginia to provide adult English learners with a book of their own, $1,000 to support the Falls Church McLean Children’s Center preschool program, and $1,500 for youth awards. 
 


The motto of Rotary is “Service Above Self.” Rotarians are generous with their time and their finances to help their local community as well as their world community. The McLean Rotary has 60 members who contributed their time as well as about $100,000 in the last fiscal year to support local and international projects. In the international arena, the McLean Rotary has funded the worldwide polio eradication program, Partners for Surgery which assists medical clinics in Guatemala, and a teacher training program in Swaziland. This year, the club is partnering with the McLean American Legion Post 270 and the students at McLean and Langley High Schools to raise $25,000 to support Stop Hunger Now, an effort to provide lunch to students in poverty throughout the world.

On the local front, Rotarians serve meals to teens at the Alternative House, give blood to the Red Cross, and ring the bell on behalf of the Salvation Army at Christmas. Now in its third year, Rotarians are mentors to students at Timber Lane Elementary School, where Rotarians also fund books for students in grades kindergarten through second grade to take home. Rotary is expanding its library-building effort to adults by partnering with the Literacy Council to provide books to outstanding adult learners of English. 

Rotary’s partnership with Homestretch is new this year. The McLean Rotary Club teamed with Rotary clubs in Falls Church, Reston, and Rosslyn/Fort Myer to give Homestretch a $7,500 grant. Homestretch is a nonprofit which serves Fairfax County and provides transitional housing to homeless families. Many of the 110 families that Homestretch serves are single parent. About half of them include abused women. One-third of the parents are foreign-born refugees from Darfur, Afghanistan, and other war-torn countries. The families include 235 children. Typical problems faced by homeless families include lack of education, lack of the English language, lack of marketable skills, high debt and poor credit, and poverty.  The families stay with Homestretch approximately two years, which is relatively short considering the depth and gravity of their problems. Yet, approximately 85% of the families find permanent housing and achieve self-sufficiency. Homestretch owns or leases 70 dwelling units to provide transitional housing for these families. The high success rate is made possible by offering a wide range of services, including language, job skills, and financial management training. This year Homestretch is opening an after-school center for teenagers in these families to provide them a supervised, constructive environment while their parents are working, going to class, or looking for employment. The Rotary grant will provide computer software, furniture, and athletic equipment, and other supplies to help start the program. The Rotary grant also provides funds for textbooks and other supplies for parent classes in English and financial management.

The McLean Rotary Club meets for lunch Tuesdays at 12pm at:

 Lutheran Church of the Redeemer

 Fellowship Hall

 1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA, 22101

Rotary Club of McLean
Founded in November 1965, the Rotary Club of McLean comprises more than 70 business and community leaders dedicated to providing humanitarian service, encouraging high ethical standards in all vocations and helping to build goodwill and peace in the world. The McLean club is one of more than 32,000 Rotary Clubs located in more than 200 countries worldwide. Its weekly lunch meetings take place Tuesdays at noon at Lutheran Church of the Redeemer-Fellowship Hall, 1545 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101. Web site: www.mcleanrotary.org.
 

