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McLean Rotary Club Foundation, Inc.

P.O. Box 561

McLean, Virginia  22101

GRANTS POLICY

The McLean Rotary Club Foundation, Inc. (“Foundation”) approves requests for funding and establishes the amount of each disbursement in accordance with its By-Laws and within the requirements of section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Requests for funding will fulfill an educational or charitable need primarily within the Northern Virginia area.

I.
Criteria for Consideration 

A. How does the proposal conform to the five avenues of service (club, vocational, community, international, and new generations)?

B. Since the foundation was established to support primarily the local community with charitable and educational purposes, does the proposal advance this goal?

C. How well does the organization meet the high ethical standards and ideal of service that Rotary embodies?

D. Do club members generally support the grant? 

E. How well does the proposal include some Rotarian involvement and not just serve as a financial pass-through?

F. Does the recommending Rotarian actively support the organization he/she is requesting funds for?

G. Is there a longstanding relationship with the organization that should be honored?

H. Would approval of an initial proposal imply initiation of a long-term relationship and, if so, is it a relationship the foundation wants to promote?

I. Does the proposal provide funding so that the receiving organization can then function more independently without continued Rotary involvement?

J. Are the funds requested of the foundation being appropriately leveraged by other funding sources?

K. What are the objective criteria by which the recipient will measure, and report to the foundation, the impact or effectiveness of the grant, and on what time schedule?

L. How is the foundation assured that the grant is in fact used for its specific intended purpose?

M. Is the request within the Foundation's approved Rotary Year disbursement budget?

II. Application Process

A. McLean Rotary members submit applications on behalf of nonprofit organizations. 

B. The member, with the assistance of the organization, will complete all sections of the application, providing additional pages or attachments where necessary to provide complete information. Before an application can be considered, it must be signed by an authorized signer of the organization. 
C. The completed signed application will be delivered to the President of the Foundation Board or Chair of the Foundation Grants Committee. 
D. A quorum of the Foundation Grants Committee and then of the full Board will carefully consider the request. Members of the club Board will consider the applications jointly with the Foundation Grants Committee to ensure support from both groups.

E. The Foundation Board’s decision will be communicated to the organization by the club member initiating the request. All Foundation Board decisions are final.    

III. Other Information

A. Funding of a grant request does not mean additional requests for either the same organization or same project will be approved.

B.
Grant approvals may contain specific requirements that the organization must meet as a condition for disbursement of grant funds.

B. The Foundation considers requests for funding twice per year. Applications should be submitted to the Foundation by October 1 or March 1 each year.

C. No later than twelve months following receipt of funds, the organization will supply a written report on the current status of the project. In the case of a scholarship, the recipient will provide the Foundation with verification of attendance and /or completion of the educational opportunity.

D. Approved organizations will be required to authorize the release of the organization’s name and project to any third party approved by the Foundation. 

