CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF

John F. Swart Jr.
1925 - 2022
John F. Swart Jr. was a committed Rotarian. The Rotary Club of
Fairfax was formed in 1931. John joined in 1951 and participated in
every aspect of club life, never missing a weekly meeting in over
sixty years. As a member of Rotary, John was a Paul Harris Fellow,
a member of the Paul Harris Society, and a major donor to Rotary
International. To this day, he remains the longest serving President
of the Fairfax Club.

TRIBUTES FROM THE MEMBERS OF

The Rotary Club of Fairfax
PAULA KELLEY:
I was always in awe of John Swart. He was such a kind man and a long time
Fairfax Rotarian. He was known to have perfect attendance in the club. I
remember our old executive secretary, Irby, awarding John with a 61-year
perfect attendance certificate.
John was a past president and served in other club positions. John
remembered my grandfather which was always a nice connection to have
with him.
On the anniversary of D-Day, John would stand up during Happy Talk and
describe how he landed on the beaches of Normandy as a young soldier. He
would also give a tribute to those soldiers who died that day. I was always so
pleased to join the other Fairfax Rotary members when we stood and clapped
after John spoke. John wrote a book about his time in WWII. He remembered
so many details. He told a fascinating story.
We put together a day to honor John several years ago, during one of our
Rotary meetings. A few family members were there including his wife, Sarah,
his son, and his daughter. It was then that I heard about John’s sense of
humor. I never knew that side of him. He received so many great tributes
that day.
If we can learn anything from this outstanding Rotarian, it would be to share
your stories, extend your hand in friendship to Rotarians and support others
in their careers and in the club. John helped people and he was a great
Rotarian. He exemplified the Four Way Test. He was always humble about
the ways in which he gave back to our club and to the community. I will miss
seeing and talking with him.

POHN MCGEEHAN:
John was a modest man. When our club "adopted" a highway, he and I were
working near Captain Pell's. I do not recall how this came out, but John
casually mentioned that he fought at Utah Beach. He told me all about it and
I was shocked that he never mentioned it. I told him we had to have him be a
speaker so others could hear of what happened. He was wounded twice, once
at Normandy and later as the Americans pressed into Germany, but in terms
of modesty, when I asked what was his strongest memory, he said as his unit
pressed inland from the beach, they were crossing a field and encountered a
lady milking her cow. They greeted her and she replied. In the midst of war
and a history invasion, it was this bit of normalcy that was his strongest
memory. True greatness accompanies modesty and bragging has no friend.

ARTHUR GOSE:
When I was Vice President, I got to know John during the luncheons. As time
went on John gave me a wider view of Rotary and the workings of the club. It
proved to be invaluable. We both shared the changes we saw since both of us
were born and raised here in Northern Virginia. Then a few years later he
told me about his experiences in the invasion of Omaha Beach during World
War 2.
My respect for his efforts about Rotary and the experiences of a businessman
were lessons that cannot be taught. He will be missed.
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JOHN WILL BE GREATLY MISSED
AND FONDLY REMEMBERED

