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As the month of March is ending and April spring
weather brings new life, I want to encourage everyone
to reach out to friends and business associates to join
us in the fellowship of Rotary. We as Rotarians do so
many great things in our community. Let’s shout it
form the rooftops! When people see the great things,
we do in our community and the world we hope they
will want to be a part of it.

Zach and I would love to see you at spring assembly
on April 20th at the Wanago Country Club. Registration
is up and running! 

Registration will be up for District Conference it is so
important to come and celebrate Rotary with us. 

Dear Fellow Rotarians, 

A Message from your District Governor

We are still looking for someone to set
up for District Governor in the year of
2026-2027. We are here to help, and
it is an experience you will cherish the
rest of your life. Please contact me if
you are interested. 



A Message from your District Governor

Please finish your district award forms and get them to
me as soon as you can.

I want to celebrate your accomplishments with you!

Thank you
Yours in Rotary,
John A Marshall 
District Governor



DISTRICT GOVERNOR NOMINATIONS FOR
2026-2027

All District 7280 clubs are invited to submit District
Governor nominations for the 2026-2027 Rotary.
Information submitted shall be in the form of a
resolution, adopted at a regular meeting of the club.
The named candidate must be nominated and
approved by a majority of the club members. The
resolution shall be certified by the club secretary. A
club may suggest a candidate who is a member of
another club, so long as the suggesting club first
obtains the concurrence of the candidates’ club. 

Candidates are required to have been a member in
good standing for at least seven years and have
served a full year as club president. The candidates
must agree in writing to have their name submitted. 

The club resolution and candidate acceptance letter
need to be submitted together and mailed via US
Mail to District Governor John Marshall, 4149
Glasgow Road, Valencia, PA 16059. 

In accordance with the District and Rotary
International By-Law, ONLY club-suggested
candidates are eligible to challenge the Nominating
Committee’s Decision. 
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Golf Classic - Rotary of Cranberry Twp | Sunrise



Rich-Mar Sponsors 13 Students at World Affairs
Conference - Rich-Mar Rotary

The Rich-Mar Rotary Club enabled 13 students and two
chaperones from Pine-Richland and Mars High Schools to take
part in the 53th Annual World Affairs Institutes for Youth
Changemakers, held March 5 at the University of Pittsburgh.
This year's by-youth, for-youth World Affairs Institute
highlighted "Navigating Climate Intersections” - how climate
change and its impacts affects all areas of daily life. Through
interactive workshops, panel discussions, and performances,
the students explored how to navigate our new climate reality
and chart a path to a more secure and sustainable future for
all. About 200 students (sponsored by 34 Rotary Clubs), and
125 adults (including at least 19 Rotarians) from western
Pennsylvania took part. 



Rich-Mar Sponsors 13 Students at World Affairs
Conference - Rich-Mar Rotary (continued)

Rotary International is a long-time co-sponsor of this
Institute, and members from many local Rotary clubs and
Interact Clubs are involved. Our local students were very
positive about the Institute and thanked Rich-Mar for making
their attendance possible. We will have a report from some
of the students at a future club meeting.

The opening remarks from Rotary were made by a high school
Interact member who is the Interact District 7305 Governor.
After several introductory sessions for all participants, the
adults moved to separate sessions covering Global Climate
Action, Public-Private Partnerships and the Green Economy,
and Innovative Technical Solutions.



Rich-Mar Sponsors Water Wells in Vietnam and India -
Rich-Mar Rotary 

Andy Fraley, from the Ingomar Living Waters Ministry of the
Ingomar United Methodist Church came to our meeting on
March 6th and shared with us what they were able to
accomplish with the support we gave them during the past
two Rotary years - the drilling of two water wells, which are
now providing clean safe drinking water to 2,000 people.

Private Viewing for Rotary Club Members Eyes Only. For Internal Use.
Only due to safety concerns. Please do not forward or post this article
to the Internet.

Well #1 is in Lang Vay Village, Vietnam

500 people live around Lang Vay Village, Vietnam. It is in the
northernmost part of former South Vietnam, 10km from Laos.
Water sources were a fishpond and a local creek. Both were
polluted by runoff from surrounding cassava and pig farms.
Detectable levels of pesticides were found in both the pond
and creek. People suffered from skin rashes, digestive issues,
liver problems, kidney stones. $2,000 paid for a borehole well,
submersible electric pump, tower and storage tanks.



Rich-Mar Sponsors Water Wells in Vietnam and India -
Rich-Mar Rotary (continued)

BEFORE AFTER

Well #2 Is in Jagat Singh Wala Village, India

About 2,000 people live around Jagat Singh Wala Village,
India. The previous water source was polluted and recently it
has dried up during the dry season. The next village is 3km
away, but distance and overcrowding causes people from
Jagat Singh Wala to take chances with dirty water. Diarrhea,
Dengue Fever, Cholera, and Skin Rashes were common among
those who drank the dirty water. $2,000 paid for a borehole
well and an instant-on submersible electric pump. A local
church has agreed to provide for maintenance of the new well.



Rich-Mar Sponsors Water Wells in Vietnam and India -
Rich-Mar Rotary (continued)

BEFORE AFTER

ADULTS AND CHILDREN ENJOYING THE CLEAN, SAFE DRINKING WATER.

Thank you Rich-Mar Rotarians for Making These Wells
Possible. You are changing peoples' lives for the better.



Shred It - Rich-Mar Satellite Rotary 



Polio Update - World Health Organization

The number of wild polio cases for 2024 as of Mar. 20, 2024 is
2. There were 2 in Pakistan. 
 
The total number of wild polio cases for 2023 were 12. There
were 6 in Pakistan and 6 in Afghanistan. 
 
The total number of wild polio cases in 2022 were 30. There
were 2 in Afghanistan, 20 in Pakistan, and 8 in Mozambique.
 
The total number of wild polio cases in 2021 were 6. There
was 1 in Pakistan, 1 in Malawi, and 4 in Afghanistan.
 
The total number of wild polio cases in 2020 were 140. There
were 84 in Pakistan and 56 in Afghanistan.

Wild Polio Virus Summary:



Human Trafficking Seminar - Portersville Prospect
Rotary



Annual Ethics Symposium - Erie Rotary



Annual Ethics Symposium - Erie Rotary
(continued)

KUDOS to Karen Staab and the Ethics Symposium Committee.
They did a fabulous job!! Our 13th annual Ethics Symposium 
was held Tuesday, March5th at Mercyhurst University. 

A record number of students (169) enjoyed the day and
began thinking about ethical behavior. Students came from
14 Erie County schools, including Cathedral Prep, Collegiate,
Corry, Erie County Technical School, Fairview, Ft. LeBoeuf,
Girard, General McLane, Harbor Creek, Iroquois, McDowell,
North East, Northwestern, and Seneca. This project was a lot
of work over MANY months and Karen was a great leader. I
cannot thank Karen and the committee enough. Please enjoy
photos throughout this newsletter and on our website.



Soaring 20s Casino Night Fundraiser Update -
Saxonburg Area Rotary

The Soaring 20s Casino Night, hosted by the Saxonburg Area
Rotary Club (SARC), was held on Saturday, March 2, 2024, at the
Butler Country Club in Butler, PA. Over 100 people attended the
inaugural fete which raised over $17,000, far exceeding the goal
of $10,000. Attendees were welcomed with 1920s themed décor
and a swanky balloon display which was donated by LWP Balloon
Creations, music by Rikki Woodling from Cabaret DJ and Karaoke
who donated her services and is so excited about what SARC is
doing in the community that she is joining the club. Once
attendees noshed on some delicious food, they headed to the
gaming tables courtesy of Elite Casino Events LLC. The tables
were full of camaraderie and laughter whilst attendees learned 
to play and enjoyed their fake winnings. Throughout the evening
people made good use of the Selfie Station where they could 
use props and capture their memories and text themselves the
photos.

Funds were raised through sponsorships that covered the initial
cost of the event, a 50/50 raffle, a basket raffle, silent auction,
and the Gobsmacker raffle. The Gobsmacker was a secret raffle
where attendees purchased tickets not knowing what the contents
were, just that it was worth over $800. Once revealed, the winner
was awarded a personal SARC trolley crawl to Hotel Saxonburg,
The Fieldhouse, and Hardwood Café.
The event was such a smashing success that everyone is already
talking about next year. The committee is thankful for all the
sponsors, donors, volunteers, and attendees that made the event
a memorable experience. Members of the committee were Marla
Klabnik (RIC), Cathy Wiltrout (RIC), Matt Klabnik, Phil Wain, Patti
Durci, Jim Knapick, Judy Ferree, and the SARC board.

Soaring 20s Casino Night was the Bees Knees!



Pittsburgh Pirates Joe Klimchak - Cranberry Township
Rotary | Sunrise



Toast Seminar - Cranberry High Noon 
Toastmasters Club



Welcome to New Members - New Castle Rotary

The Rotary Club of New Castle welcomed four new members
on Monday. They are corporate members – Todd Fennick of
Fennick Financial Services; Kimberly Cramer of J. Bradley
McGonigle Funeral Home; and Gregg Paladina of the New
Castle School District. The fourth new member, Marianne
Riehl, is an individual member.

Pictured left to right: Todd Fennick, Kimberly Cramer, Marianne Riehl, and
Club President Heather Armstrong



Welcome to New Members - New Castle Rotary



Working with New Castle Public Library to Support
Summer Reading - New Castle Rotary

A $3,000 grant from the Rotary Club of New Castle and
Rotary District 7280, is being given to the New Castle Public
Library in support of their New Castle READS project that will
support early literacy by providing reading materials to
children in kindergarten through second grade at the Harry W.
Lockley Early Learning Center (“Lockley” Elementary School)
in New Castle. The goal of the project is to promote literacy
and the importance of it to students and their guardians alike.

The New Castle READS program is modeled after the New
Castle Public Library’s 2023 Wilmington READS program. 
The goal is to spark the students’ interest in reading in their
communities through active programming and literacy.

Rotarians Renee Altman (auxiliary member), Diane Courey Jacob, Bruce
Waldman, Gregg Paladina, and Kathy Graziani.



Rotary Club members met at the Library on Monday to put
labels in approximately 1,600 books that will be donated to
students following the assemblies. Books were purchased
through the grant and donated by Lifelong Learning Choices. 
For more information about the New Castle Rotary Club,
please go to https://www.newcastlerotary89.org/. 

Working with New Castle Public Library to Support
Summer Reading - New Castle Rotary (continued)

For this project, the Rotary Club will provide books for each
student to keep. The grant funds grade-specific school
assemblies on May 8, 2024 where storyteller Tim Hartman will
hold interactive storytelling performances. Rotarians and
teachers will help the students select their books following the
assemblies.

Rotarians Nick and Marianne Riehl, guest/President of Friends of the Library
Ginny Pagiliaro, Robert and Heather Armstrong, Paul Bucciarelli (auxiliary
member), Bill Fitts, and Dale Perelman.



Night at the Races - Allegany Rotary


