By BILL SCHMIDT
Sunrise Rotary President

“We had a good New Member Orientation session at Reese and Sharon Crosby’s lovely home, and a debriefing session to help us do even better next year.

“I had the privilege of attending the Rogers Rotary House Rededication ceremony on the UF campus, and the Think Caribbean initiative in Ft. Lauderdale.

“We held a work party for an ElderCare client, at which we took steps to improve her living conditions by painting, making minor repairs, and otherwise rehabilitating a house on her property.

“We held the sixth annual Mama Rella’s Italian Dinner fundraiser, this year for the first time at the Steak & Pasta Works through the kind generosity of Don and Christine Regan.  The expanded venue provided a great platform for the event, which raised $10,314 net.  Special Thanks to Bob Rella, Rick Medina, former member Jenny Byrnes, and all of our members who worked on this fundraiser!  The club participation was great, and the debriefing afterward was very valuable to our continued improvement.  Alan Morrow and Pam Keith are already hard at work with their committees to expand the event even further next year, and to raise even more money, since Don and Christine Regan have agreed to put up with us for another year!

“Our club led the Dictionary Project for the five Alachua County clubs this year under the guidance and coordination of our club treasurer, Evan Pitts.  The project was successful in providing dictionaries to every third grader in the county.

“We supported District events with our attendance at the District Assembly, District Conference, District Membership Seminar, District Foundation Seminar, and the Jaguars Rotary Football Game!

“We sponsored two Group Study Exchange Team applicants, Jennifer Langford and Francisco Escobedo, to participate in the team going to the Netherlands.

“We supported Andrew Marinelli’s bicycle trek across the United States to benefit the United Nations World Food Program.  Andrew was sponsored by the Rotary Club of Aiken, S.C.

“We enabled two Interact students to participate in the Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) session last week.  Leslie Wooten participated actively in the event at Stetson University, coordinating the preparation of ‘survival kits’ for the student participants, and leading a session on teambuilding.

“We awarded scholarships to three Newberry High students and selected three students for next year’s award, thanks in large part to the work of our vice president, Wayne Smith.

“We are sponsoring an Ambassadorial Scholar, Vanessa Douyon, who is spending six months in Senegal, thanks to the efforts of our club secretary, Mike Gunderson.

“We began the process of sponsoring the establishment of a new Rotary Club to serve the Newberry-Jonesville area, thanks to Wayne Smith’s initiative.

“We are sponsoring Zach Clauss as a Rotary Scholar, in connection with which Zach is now, or will soon be, visiting Austria.

“We investigated how Earlyact clubs can be started and identified a likely venue at Idylwild Elementary School, thanks to the efforts of Al Daniels.

“We sold Wild Game Feast tickets to support the PACE Center for Girls, and earned the maximum club rebate of $2,500 for further charitable giving.  Again this year, Rory Causseaux did a great job of coordinating our ticket sales.

“We started regular monthly work sessions to maintain the Butterfly Garden at the Ronald McDonald House, thanks to a reminder from Ron Farb.  You may recall that our club joined forces with the Climb for Cancer Foundation last year to establish this garden.

“We operated for the first time under Rotary International’s recommended Club Leadership Plan, and closely monitored our budget to ensure that our operations were financially sustainable.

“We were nominated for a Presidential Citation again this year, and we hope to receive the certificate early next year after our district leadership team returns from the RI International Convention in London.

“President-elect Al got us primed for another great year with two Club Assembly meetings at which we dispensed with our customary program and instead discussed club plans, goals, issues, and so forth.  This seems to have been a very useful exercise which should stand us in good stead for the upcoming year, and I believe that Al intends to hold additional club assemblies during his “reign”!

“Our Social Calendar was busy again this year, thanks in large part to Bob Rella:

· Dinner at Francesca’s for District Governor

· Joint Civic Luncheon

· Game Day Steak Dinner (Gators/Tennessee) at Bob and Sherry’s home

· Holiday Party

· Dinner at Steak and Pasta Works and Theater at P. K. Yonge (Ragtime)

· Another fantastic Cedar Key Weekend

· And tonight’s wonderful event here at Kanapaha Gardens, for which we thank not only Bob, but also Don Goodman, our host, and his wife, Jordan!

Our club collectively and its members individually gave over $16,000 to worthwhile causes this year, including:

· The Dictionary Project

· ElderCare of Alachua County (for blankets)

· Kanapaha Botanical Gardens

· Newberry High Scholarships

· Rotary’s Paul Harris Society

· The Rotary Foundation’s Polio Eradication Effort

· The St. Francis House

· Child Abuse Prevention

· School Volunteer Luncheon

· Elementary Arts Program”

