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Last Week’s Program: Is it the TRUTH?

Program Chairperson Alex Cruz introduced Berkley

LaPorte from CASA Domestic Violence Services, a s a 7
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non-profit 501¢3 organization. “Stand Up to Silence” is
their byword. Their Mission: Challenging the Societal
Acceptance of all Forms of Domestic Violence. Their
Vision: A Society Free from Domestic Violence.

CASA was founded by Sr. Margaret Freeman in 1977 as
the “Free Clinic Spouse Abuse Shelter,” a service of the
St. Petersburg Free Clinic providing emergency housing for
up to 8 domestic violence survivors at a time. It soon
became an independent 501c3 nonprofit organization, able
to expand its services with financial support from a network of community organizations and members.
CASA was incorporated in 1981 as an emergency shelter to accommodate 22 participants, children’s
programs, and an Outreach department to provide support groups and peer counseling, and the
fundraising groundwork was laid in order develop a 30 bed shelter, which opened in 1992.

Under the leadership of Linda A. Osmundson, CASA grew to include enhanced support groups, a 24-
hour domestic violence hotline, outreach services, training for law enforcement and other community
members, and youth programs such as the Peacemakers Program teaching violence prevention in Pre-K
through 8th grade classes. CASA Collections Thrift Shoppe was opened in 1998 to collect items for
domestic violence survivors and raise funds for CASA.

In July 2015, CASA opened the doors to a newly constructed 133-bed domestic violence center. In
addition to providing safe refuge to more than three times as many people at a time than before, it adds an
integrated array of on-site support services such as a resource center and rapid re-housing program to
help domestic violence survivors attain safety and economic opportunity.

This Week’s Program:

Program Chairperson Debra Ellis-Abney will present Margaret Faulker from
Dignity Memorial. Margaret is in the Family Services Department and will talk
about the importance of pre-planning and about Dignity Memorial’s involvement in
the community

Upcoming Events—Save the Dates:
Ronald McDonald House Dinner

Yvonne has scheduled a Dinner on Saturday April 16th. Please contact Yvonne to sign up
to work or donate food. We will be delivering 20 Easter Baskets for the children that day.

Law Day with Pinellas Park Kiwanis Club
Join us to celebrate Law Day as we host our joint meeting with Kiwanis
Thursday, April 28th here at Banquet Masters -
Speaker is Pasco-Pinellas Circuit Court Judge, Keith Meyers

Sunset Cruise - Madeira Beach - Hubbard’s Pier - Saturday April 30th
Please let Starlyn Fikkert know if you will be joining in for the fun!

R L Sanders School Students of the Month - March & April

Please join us to celebrate with their students at the School,
5025 76th Ave N, on Tuesday May 3rd from Noon to 1pm.

Lockheed Martin Facility Tour
Wed May 11th  1-3pm 9300 28th St N  Sign up with Chantel.

Next Week’s Program:

We will celebrate with the Students of the Month for April 2022 from
Pinellas Park High School

and

Hollins High School.

Rotary On The Road—Fun & Fellowship - District Conference
Sunday April 10th 10am - 2pm Eagle Lake Park 1800 Keene Road, Largo




