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Last Week’s Program:

Program Chairperson Christine Patel presented a brief summary and
Power Point Presentation of her recent trip to White Sands National Park.
Christine traveled 2,200 miles from St. Pete to Scottsdale, Arizona to visit her
daughter, Mackenzie. She and her family purchased America The Beautiful =
passes for $63, which enables the entire family to visit the national parks. A :
pass is your ticket to more than 2,000 federal recreation sites. Each pass =
covers entrance fees at national parks and national wildlife refuges as well as 7k :
standard amenity fees (day use fees) at national forests and grasslands, and at lands managed
by the Bureau of Land Mgmt, Bureau of Reclamation and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Christine described her family’s trip down 8 miles of extremely bumpy Dunes Drive (one way
traffic, 5 mph speed limit, which is strictly enforced), but they only made it about 2 miles. The
crystals are carried by rain water down mountains into the basin, and are actually clear. The
sun reflecting off the gypsum crystals makes the “sand” appear white. Despite temperatures
over 100 degrees the “sand” is cool to touch and walk
— on. Sledding is allowed in some areas.
In 1933, White Sands was designated as a National

= Monument by President Herbert Hoover. It was
- designated as a National Park in 2019. It is located in

- New Mexico and encompasses an area of over 227 square

~ miles. With an average elevation of 4,000 feet, it is the
= largest gypsum dune field on earth.

Mark Your Calendar:
Sat Nov 7th - MEALS ON WHEELS FOR KIDS - Catherine Hickman Theatre
5501 27th Ave So, Gulfport - 10am - 1pm - to pack meals to be delivered to kids who

Network To
End Hunger 5

are currently on virtual school at home and do not have access to the in-school MEALS ON
breakfasts and lunches. We need 12 volunteers. David Allen has a sign-up sheet. WHEELS
Please let him know if you will be able to help. Our club will provide a lunch in the 4KIDS

adjacent Clymer Park after we finish working.

Great American Teach-In (GATI) will be virtual this year and held on Wed. C
Nov 18th. If you would like to participate to share information on your vocation, P S
avocation, or info on Rotary, they are looking for business owners and workers PINELLAS COUNTY SCHOOLS
to talk to the students, either in Elementary, Middle or High School. If you are

interested and would like more information, please contact David Sideri who can tell you how to get in
touch with the schools and their GATI coordinators

‘ #kxxi*PLEASE NOTE DATE CHANGE **#*%%*
FRIDAY DEC 11th - Pinellas Park Rotary’s CHRISTMAS PARTY

| FUSION RESORT - SKYVIEW TERRACE - 290 107th Ave, TREASURE ISLAND,
6-7pm cocktails & appetizers; 7-10pm dinner and socializing. $60 per person.
Please let David Sideri know if you will be attending and how many will be in your group.

This Week’s Program: Program Chairman Joe Minarik will take a deep
breath and come down off cloud 9, after the Tampa Bay Lightning, Tampa Bay Rays
and (believe it or not), the Chicago Bears all won their games this past week!

Joe received last minute notice yesterday from his Canine Officer that they would not
be able to attend again today due to precautions with Covid-19.

He is very happy to say that M K Rawlings Elementary School’s Volunteer
Coordinator, Lori Ann DiPenta Shamsidin, was available, with short notice, to be
our speaker today. Lori-Ann will talk about the many volunteer opportunities available '
this year with the Great American Teach —In going virtual.

Next Week’s Program:

Program Chairperson Barbara MacKellar will introduce her nephew, Milton
Sheen 1V, President and CEO of Suncoast Precision Tool. He will talk about
business survival during these difficult times.

Confident Smile Dentistry’s “SMILE”
Grant Program

EUNFI[]ENT SMILE

Rotarian Alex Cruz and the crew at Confident Smile
Dentistry are pleased to share with our Pinellas Park Rotary |
Club that they have seen the first recipient of Confident
Smile Dentistry’s monthly dental smile "grant". They are not =
allowed to share or publish his name, but his parents have
given us permission to use his picture. The young man, a
student at Pinellas Park Middle School, was very excited
and very grateful to receive treatment. He is a sweet kid and
they were so happy to be able to help him.

Ready for Halloween !
Two of our Pinellas Park Rotarians are ready for the
Halloween season. Josh Astarita (below left) and Alex Cruz
(below right) have decorated their houses and yards and
ready for the trick or treaters to come and be amazed!
Great work Guys!




