CHARLIE FERGUSON COMMUNITY CENTER
1398 REINHARDT COLLEGE PKWY; CANTON 30114 / 470-563-8272

TANNISH WELCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TANNISH’S LINEAGE FROM KEITH FAMILY OF KEITH PLANTATION IN KEITHSBURG. BORN AND RAISED ON PEARIDGE; NOW RESIDES IN WOODSTOCK.
DAUGHTER OF PHYLLIS HUNTER AND DAVID BARRON. MARRIED (DREW) WITH 3 DAUGHTERS (TIANA-FORENSIC CHEMIST, TARIAH-USCG, TAYA-DATA
ANALYST. VP OF HR FOR DEVICE SERVICES GROUP (DALLAS TX) AND VOLUNTEER POSITION: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CFCC

CFCC

IN 1980, ACOMMITTEE WAS FORMED LED BY MR. CHARLIE FERGUSON TO DETERMINE STEPS TO FORM A VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT. THE LAND WAS
DONATED BY THE STONE FAMILY; COUNTY CONTRIBUTED $50K, AND COMMUNITY RAISED REMAINING FUNDS AND NO COST LABOR. FIRST ALL BLACK
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT IN THE STATE OF GA. AFTER THE COMMUNITY COULD NO LONGER SUSTAIN THE FACILITY, CHEROKEE COUNTY STEPPED IN.

IN 2015, CHEROKEE COUNTY MADE PLANS TO BUILD A NEW FACILITY (ACROSS THE STREET) AND RETURN THE OLD FACILITY TO THE COMMUNITY. THE
OLD FACILITY NEEDED EXTENSIVE REPAIRS SO WAS REPLACED WITH A NEW FACILITY VIA ACDBG GRANT. DOORS OPENED IN JULY 2023. TANNISH WELCH
WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT/EXEC DIR AFTER THE SUDDEN, UNEXPECTED PASSING OF DEA JOHN HEARD.

CENTER’S MOTO: ONE VILLAGE, ONE COMMUNITY

CENTER’S MISSION AND PURPOSE:

It is the mission of the CFCC to strive to conserve what our ancestors left to the descendants of the community by providing charitable programs

and activities that will address the community’s needs in education, mental and physical health, and social areas. The purpose of the center is to fulfill the mission and
for such other charitable and recreational purposes as will qualify it as an exempt organization.

ARSHA BROWN, CREATIVE DANCE (DAUGHTER OF TOYA MORRIS-- GREW UP ON PEARIDGE AS WELL.
SONG: STAND UP FROM HARRIETT by CYNTHIA ERIVO

CFCC IS NOT A COUNTY FACILITY AND THUS MUST OPERATE VIA DONATONS, CORP SPONSORS, COMMUNITY PLEDGES AND RENTALS.



CONDENSED STRATEGIC PLAN

EDUCATION & LITERACY

* TUTORING/MENTORING (PARTNERSHIP WITH CCSD)

 GIRLSCOUTS

* NUMEROUS LEARNING OPP’S: FIRST TIME HOME BUYER, MAINTAING HOME OWNERSHIP, FRAUD PREVENTION-
SENIORS

« TECHNOLOGY TRAINING

WELLNESS INITIATIVES

« 1STHEALTH FAIR (SPONSORED BY NORTHSIDE) DEC (175 PARTICIPANTS)

« 2ND CURRENTLY PLANNED FOR JULY 13™

* LUNCH N LEARNS (DIABETES, STROKE PREVENTATION, CANCER AWARENESS)

e WISH LIST: BETHESDA HEALTH (LARGE POP OF FOLKS WITHIN 3 MILES OF CFCC W/O ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE AND FOR WHATEVER REASON WILL NOT VISIT
THE OTHER MOBILE CLINIC SITES).

TO DATE, MOST OF OUR PROGRAMMING HAS FOCUSED ON SENIORS:
* LUNCH N LEARNS
* CHRISTMAS GALA

COMMUNITY FUN

 BINGO NIGHT

 FREE LINE DANCE CLASS

* PROGRAMS: BLACK HISTORY, WOMEN HISTORY
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Man they named
park after brought
the game to
African Americans
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David Barron-Forward, Oscar Pickens-Forward. STANDING: Tommy Blac
y-Center, and John Durham-Guard.
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Professor Edgar Billingslea (former principal at Cherokee County
Training School, and Walter Keith, oldest son of Dave Keith.



Eddie and Joe Thomas
“Keith Ball Field”




St Paul Senior Choir at
Old St Paul in 1958:

Last high school graduation, class of 1967 being led
by Sylvia Forsh Baker (highest honor of 11th grade).




AWARD

>
O ©
0 3
2s
X O
(7))
=
o




Easter Sunday at Papa
Keith's house

s



Sunday School Class - Old Hickory Log



Forsh Children at new church building before

it was completed



Frankie Shepherd,
Evelyn Byrd Mitchell.....




Lydia Forsh, Doris Morris,
Rev. R R Freeman,
and Beatrice Forsh
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" Grave debate in Che!

Developer's
plan to relocate
cemetery stirs

opposinon
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Welcome...
to the
“Historic”
Ralph
Bunche

Center

This building has proudly
provided education for:

« The African American children of the
community called this school their
home for many years. They attended
both Elementary and High School
here and we- responsible for
requesting that the Board of
Education name the school after
Ralph Bunche. The last two High

School class pictures are prou dly

displayed on this wall. This

community continues to take pride in
the history of their school.

Meare visit our Zaremt RoOm 10 view our Trophy Case

o In the early 1970's, this center was
the home of many Kindergarten
children, Additionally, the Head Stant
program was funded for Cherokee
County and the first pre school
classrooms were housed in this

building.

« After the kindergarten classes were
permanently placed the elementary
schools, the building housed both
Head Start and Special Education

classes.

« Today, the building is the home of
Head Start, Bright From the Start, and
L. <achool intervention classes.
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DAVID BARRON

Basketball, Chotus, Hi-Y
Ambition: Coach
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Thn- Chorolos County Training Sehool way (e sehool in Noeih Canton
for Afvican-Awwerican students, P W0 bier copnored the Ralph J. Baoele
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