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PolioPlus within the context of COVID-19

Carol Pandak, Director, PolioPlus
Zones 33 & 34



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Rotary is a core partner of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative established in 1988 three years after Rotary launched PolioPlus in 1985.



ON THE FRONT LINES

• Hundreds of thousands 
vaccinators

• Hundreds of thousands of 
community mobilizers

• Tens of thousands of  
medical officers
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Hundreds of thousands of frontline health workers make up part of the backbone of the polio eradication infrastructure and work to find and immunize every child under five years of age during polio immunization campaigns in polio endemic and high risk countries.
There are also hundreds of thousands of volunteer community mobilizers who work in between polio immunization campaigns to sensitize communities about the importance of vaccination.
There are tens of thousands of polio national medical officers in polio affected and high risk countries providing medical/technical expertise.




• 146 Laboratories
• Thousands of surveillance medical officers
• Thousands of laboratory technicians
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The backbone of the polio eradication infrastructure also includes the polio surveillance network that identifies all possible cases of polio.
It includes 146 specialized polio laboratories around the world.
It includes tens of thousands of surveillance medical officers that look for and investigate possible cases of polio by examining children, collecting stool samples and sending them to laboratories.
It includes tens of thousands of laboratory technicians testing specimens to determine if the child has been affected by the poliovirus.
It requires the shipment of specimens within countries and sometimes to other countries if no lab is available.
Over 250,000 specimens are tested every year.   



POLIO TODAY

1988

2019
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This infrastructure has resulted in the reduction of polio cases from 350,000 cases of polio in 1988 to 176 in 2019. 
The number of countries endemic for polio in 1988 was 125.  In 2019, only two countries were reporting cases of wild poliovirus:  Afghanistan and Pakistan.  
Nigeria has not reported a case of wild poliovirus since 2016.






• Polio campaigns paused suspended to 
support social distancing/hygiene
• Overall population immunity will 

decrease
• Number of vulnerable children will 

increase
• Likely increase in number of cases
• Likely to see wider 

spread/presence of virus
• Likely to adversely impact the political 

and financial commitments for polio

COVID-19 PANDEMIC TODAY
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We entered 2020 knowing we had challenges to address and overcome to stop transmission of polio in the endemic countries and sustain and build on progress in other areas. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been a curveball that nobody could have anticipated. This is a recent map that shows the countries affected. It is reminiscent of the maps from the early days of our fight against polio – a virus that has impacted life throughout the world and which, like polio was not well understood and initially lacked a preventive vaccine or effective cure and therefore placing an extraordinary public health threat to communities and burden on health systems.

Due to the unique nature of COVID-19 and the way the virus spreads, immunization activities, particularly mass immunization campaigns including those for polio have been paused. It remains to be seen how long this disruption will last, but it will most certainly result in more vulnerable children and probably an increase of cases. 

The focus required to combat the COVID-19 pandemic will also divert already limited and finite human and financial resources.
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And now polio workers and surveillance system that make up the backbone of the GPEI are fighting COVID-19 in the ways shown on this slide.



• Global Polio Laboratory Network testing for 
polio and COVID-19

• Call center in Pakistan receives polio and 
COVID-19 calls

• Community mobilizers educate on polio and 
COVID-19 prevention

• Logistics officers for polio vaccine facilitate 
distribution of personal protection equipment  
(PPE)

THE POLIO INFRASTRUCTURE SUPPORTS COVID-19 
RESPONSE:  THE “PLUS” IN POLIOPLUS
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Here are a few ways that Global Polio Eradication Initiative resources are being used to support the COVID-19 pandemic response.



ROTARY NATIONAL POLIOPLUS COMMITTEES SUPPORT 
COVID-19 RESPONSE” THE “PLUS” IN POLIO PLUS
• Vaccine carriers provided by Rotary used to 

transport COVID-19 specimens (Pakistan)

• Rotary Polio Resource Centers are being used 
as COVID-19 testing sites (Pakistan)

• Food rations provided to needy families 
(Nigeria, Pakistan)

• Providing personal protection equipment with 
End Polio Now logo and repairing ventilators in 
Pakistan

• Rotary-established polio Ulema committee 
(religious leaders) in India now focused on 
COVID-19
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Rotary National PolioPlus Committees in polio endemic and at-risk countries are also working actively to address broader community needs at this critical time.
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POLIO WORK CONTINUES 

• Polio remains a Public Health Emergency of International Concern
• Rotary’s advocacy with donor governments continues unabated-global 

health being prioritized
• Rotary fundraising efforts for polio continues
• Media engagement on how polio eradication infrastructure is 

supporting COVID-19 response and the need to finish the job of polio 
eradication

• Rotary’s International PolioPlus Committee will meet virtually 5 June
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Polio eradication was a Public Health Emergency of International Concern before the COVID-19 pandemic was also declared one. It remains one today.  It requires countries to report to the World Health Organization any detected cases of polio.
In addition to Rotary and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, donor governments provide significant funding to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative.  They are sending positive signals of continued support.



BOTTOM LINE & CALL TO ACTION

• Be proud that the polio eradication infrastructure that Rotary has helped build is supporting the 
COVID-19 pandemic-as it has for natural disasters, Ebola, yellow fever, SARS, avian flu, etc

• COVID-19 pandemic reminds us of polio epidemics

• Rotary’s dual priority to support COVID-19 and polio eradication

• Ensure we reach our US$50 million fundraising goal this year and fully leverage the Gates 
Foundation 2:1 match.  Contribute online at endpolio.org/donate

• DDF matched 2:1 by World Fund; and then 2:1 by the Gates Foundation

• Begin immunizing children as soon as possible requiring full Rotary leadership and engagement 

• Call upon me as a resource for information carol.pandak@rotary.org
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Children have their pinkies painted purple by immunizers to indicate they have been immunized against polio. 

Thank you.
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