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TUSKEGEE HELA CELL RECOGNITION PROJECT

While polio patients from across the Southeast were being 

ushered through essential treatment and rehabilitation 

programs at the Tuskegee Infantile Paralysis Center, 

across campus Tuskegee scientists were conducting 

outstanding research in the Carver Research Foundation 

building. This building, partially constructed from the life 

savings of Dr. Carver, was also home to the labs of two of 

Tuskegee’s premier scientists, Drs. Russell Brown and 

James Henderson. Few, including these two scientists, had 

the premonition that this building would be transformed 

into a state-of-the-art cell culture factory to cultivate and 

distribute the cells that would be instrumental in the 

evaluation of the polio vaccine.
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Introduction
Develop, design, and implement a proposal of a monument for 

the Tuskegee Institute HeLa Cell Recognition Project.

Proposal:

Five granite markers (Double Sided) – Black Polished Granite 
Laser Etched

Center piece of Henrietta Lacks with inscriptions below figure.

Other granite markers with bust pictures of honorees and 
inscriptions.

• Henrietta Lacks
• Charles Bynum
• George Washington Carver
• Dr. Russell Brown
• Four Technicians
• Basil O’Connor
• Jimmy Henderson
• Norma Gaillard
• Franklin D. Roosevelt
• NFIP
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The total eradication of polio is the number one priority of Rotary.  Rotary 
has been working to eradicate polio for more than 35 years. Our goal of 
ridding the world of this disease is closer than ever.

As a founding partner of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, we've 
reduced polio cases by 99.9 percent since our first project to vaccinate 
children in the Philippines in 1979.

Rotary members have contributed more than $2.1 billion and countless 
volunteer hours to protect nearly 3 billion children in 122 countries from 
this paralyzing disease. Rotary’s advocacy efforts have played a role in 
decisions by governments to contribute more than $10 billion to the effort.

Tuskegee HeLa Cell Recognition Project

http://polioeradication.org/who-we-are/


Today, polio remains endemic only in Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
But it’s crucial to continue working to keep other countries 
polio-free. If all eradication efforts stopped today, within 10 
years, polio could paralyze as many as 200,000 children each 
year.

The history at Tuskegee Institute in the treatment of polio 
patients and research is absolutely amazing.

The purpose of The Tuskegee Institute HeLa Cell 
Recognition Project is to recognize the individuals 
involved and the research conducted at Tuskegee 
Institute regarding the HeLa research.

Tuskegee HeLa Cell Recognition Project
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Dimensions of combined monument stones =  21 feet X 1 foot

Combined weight of monument stones = 13,136 pounds 

All granite markers will be on black polished granite laid on grey granite.

Granite markers will be set on a granite base with:

Option 1:  Sod surrounding monument and benches

4 Granite Benches – Two on each side of monument

Inscriptions / Pictures      Sample

• Dana provided pictures and inscriptions for each stone 
1. Stone pictures and inscriptions provided in separate document. 

• Dana identified location of monument (Carver Research Foundation Building)
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Final Draft design of monument

• Price Quote for granite work – Southside Granite   $78,000.00
• Price Quote for concrete work – Big Ben Construction $17,874.00
• Price Quote for site preparation and Sod Grass - $6,979.00
• Dana produced engineering design for concrete base for monument
Funding:

• Balance in local Rotary account  $7,000.00

• Balance in Tuskegee Polio Recognition Account $37,000.00

• State Funding presently requested $20,000.00 

• State Funding available October 1st $20,000.00

Total Project Cost:  $102,853.00

Funds available or committed:   $84,000.00

Funding to be raised:  $18,853.00 (As of August 20th)
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Moving Forward:

• Seek Funding Support
• Project plans approved by Dana Chandler and reviewed by others.
• Project plans submitted to Tuskegee University President.
• Receive written letter of approval from University President
• Submit work order for concrete work to Big Ben Construction
• Submit work order for granite work to Southside Granite
• Submit work order for site preparation and area sodding.
• Celebrate
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Bench Layout for Monument Area



Why the Tuskegee HeLa Cell 
Recognition Project?

RECOGNITION

o Bring local, state and national attention to the important work conducted at Tuskegee 
Institute

o Recognize and honor those individuals who conducted the work and research with the 
HeLa Cell

o Highlight the important history of Tuskegee University and Tuskegee, Alabama

o Installation of granite monuments to honor the memory  and serve as a source  

of the historical figures at Tuskegee Institute.
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The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks

In 1951, a 30-year-old African-American woman named Henrietta Lacks 
entered Johns Hopkins Hospital to be treated for cervical cancer. In a 
matter of months she was dead, overcome by her cancer’s malignancy. 
Her cancer cells, however, would prove immortal—and change medicine 
forever.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks tells the story of Henrietta, her 
family, and her incredible cells. Tracking both the scientific advances 
owed to “HeLa” cells and the struggles of Henrietta’s descendants, 
author Rebecca Skloot leads readers through the history of cell research, 
the ethical implications of scientific study, and the human story of a 
poor and ailing family whose matriarch contributed to some of 20th-
century science’s greatest achievements.



The Importance of HeLa Cellse on Face

Among the important scientific discoveries of the last century was the first immortal human cell 
line known as “HeLa” — a remarkably durable and prolific line of cells obtained during the 
treatment of Henrietta’s cancer by Johns Hopkins researcher Dr. George Gey in 1951.
Although these were the first cells that could be easily shared and multiplied in a lab setting, Johns 
Hopkins has never sold or profited from the discovery or distribution of HeLa cells and does not 
own the rights to the HeLa cell line. Rather, Johns Hopkins offered HeLa cells freely and widely for 
scientific research.

Over the past several decades, this cell line has contributed to many medical breakthroughs, from 
research on the effects of zero gravity in outer space and the development of polio and COVID-19 
vaccines, to the study of leukemia, the AIDS virus and cancer worldwide.
Although many other cell lines are in use today, HeLa cells have supported advances in most fields 
of medical research in the years since HeLa cells were isolated.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Tuskegee HeLa Cell Recognition Project Team

BRUCE MCNEAL DANA CHANDLER GRAHAM CHAMPION EARL INGRAM

Project Chair District 

6880 Vice Governor

Tuskegee University 

Archivist

Rotary Club of 

Montgomery

District Governor 6880
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Tuskegee HeLa Cell Recognition Project Team

DR. CHARLOTTE P. MORRIS HENRY DAVIS CHERYL FERGUSON ROBERT GREER

President Tuskegee 

University

Montgomery Rotary 

Club

Tuskegee University District 6880 Polio Chair
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Tuskegee HeLa Cell Recognition Project Team

SAM ADAMS ROTARY CLUBS TERRY PIERCE BENNY CARTER

Montgomery Rotary 

Club

Of District 6880 Southside Granite Big Ben Construction
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Donations are Tax Deductible

Donations can be made through PayPal:
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HTRB65YUM5XHW&source=qr

Need an invoice?:  dgmcneal2022@gmail.com

Scan QR Code

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HTRB65YUM5XHW&source=qr 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=HTRB65YUM5XHW&source=qr


Donations are Tax Deductible

Donations can be mailed to:

Bruce McNeal
Tuskegee HeLa Recognition 
Project
601 Royal Parkway
Dothan, AL 36305
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Donations are Tax Deductible

Your support for this important 
project is greatly appreciated.

Be a part of history in the 
making.

Let’s recognize those that help 
find the vaccine for polio.
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Thank You For Supporting

Bruce McNeal

Past District Governor 21-22

District Vice Governor 23-24

Tuskegee HeLa Cell Recognition Project Chair

dgmcneal2022@gmail.com

334-791-8921

https://district6880.org/

The Tuskegee HeLa Cell 
Recognition Project

mailto:dgmcneal2022@gmail.com
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