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Florence Rotary Club (Lauderdale County), Harold W. Lewis, president, 256-764-0536, 
harold.lewis@hwlewis-hobart.com 

Greater Shoals Rotary Club (Colbert County), Mitch Hamm, president, 256-331-5383, 
mhamm@atn.org


The two Shoals Area Rotary Clubs are partnering together to provide up to a two-year scholarship to Northwest-Shoals Community College. 

The scholarships will be available beginning with the graduating class of 2014.
The Shoals area Rotary Clubs are laying the foundation for an unprecedented opportunity, an avenue for all Lauderdale and Colbert high school graduates to attend Northwest-Shoals Community College with scholarship.  The Shoals Rotary Scholarship Program will establish the two-year college degree as the new target for educational attainment in the Shoals.

 

The Shoals Rotary Scholarship Program, announced during a combined Rotary Club news conference at the Shoals Chamber of Commerce, will make available scholarship money for public and private high school graduates to continue their education at Northwest-Shoals Community College. 


The scholarship money will be available beginning with the graduating class of 2014.

“The opportunity to attend an institution of higher learning with scholarship assistance is a powerful incentive for all high school students," said Harold Lewis, president of the Florence Rotary Club.  "This partnership is helping reinforce what we, as a service club, and me personally, as a business owner, have always been aiming for.  If students know this opportunity exists as they enter high school, and are reminded of it often, the possibilities are endless.  The cost of tuition will no longer be an obstacle to success."
 

Mr. Lewis added, “We have to have the support of the communities, businesses, and public, forming a partnership of many; with this vision, the destiny of the Shoals will be changed forever.”

“As a club of community leaders and citizens, we have always understood the value of our youth and a quality education," said Mitch Hamm, president of the Greater Shoals Rotary Club (Colbert County). 

The Shoals Rotary Scholarship Program is a proactive initiative the two Shoals area clubs have established to help raise the Shoals community's college entrance rate, educational attainment and job preparedness.  And best of all, this program offers a level playing field for all students."

The scholarship money will be available up to the full Northwest-Shoals Community College tuition amount and will be available for four consecutive semesters.  Federal and state grant and scholarship dollars will be applied to tuition prior to any money made available from the Shoals Rotary Scholarship Program.  The scholarship money is available for students to attend Northwest-Shoals Community College and can be used for both academic and technical courses. 
“Our goal is to eliminate the financial barrier that may stop a high school student from moving to the next level of education.  Students may not go to college for many reasons, but we don’t want it to be because they lack the financial resources to fulfill their educational development,” notes John Rusevlyan, Rotary Scholarship Joint Steering Committee chair.  “Higher educational attainment usually means lower crime and unemployment, as well as less healthcare and welfare burdens for a community.  Our scholarship program will be a real return on investment for everyone.”


“With the creation of this scholarship program, the Shoals community and every student here will be the beneficiaries for years to come," said Dr. Humphrey Lee, President of Northwest-Shoals Community College.  "Due to both Rotary Clubs’ commitment to education, dramatic transformations in our community and its citizens can now happen.  This community has just changed its destiny by leaps and bounds."


Dr. William Cale, president of the University of North Alabama added, “The vision of the Shoals area Rotary Clubs to encourage educational attainment and enhance the quality of life for so many is unprecedented.  It will be a natural next step for many of the scholarship recipients to continue their education at UNA after graduating from Northwest-Shoals Community College.  We applaud their efforts in assisting more citizens to gain opportunities for their future by furthering their education.”

Students must meet several criteria to qualify for the scholarships.  The requirements are reasonable and any interested family is encouraged to assist their students to achieve these goals.
The student must maintain a cumulative grade point average of 2.5 or higher along with a cumulative high school attendance rate of 95 percent or higher.  He or she must be a U. S. citizen and have no major disciplinary issues in order to qualify for the scholarship money.  Certification of the students will be done by the individual high schools.  In addition, students must attend an “orientation to college” course while still in high school, which will be provided free by Northwest-Shoals 
Community  College.

The availability of scholarship money for high school graduates to attend Northwest-Shoals Community College is an added incentive for students to stay in school, and excel academically and avoid disciplinary problems. 

“This is a great opportunity for students whose families don’t qualify for student financial aid and who are not at the top of the class or top athletes – those who don’t usually get the scholarships,” said Melcha Satchel, Colbert County High School Principal.  “This will be a great motivator for the good students who know how to work hard and show up every day – those that many times fall through the cracks when it comes to college opportunities.”

Dr. Tim Morgan, Superintendent of Sheffield City Schools, “This will be an excellent motivational tool for students to do well in school; they will know that if their attendance is good and they have no major disciplinary issues and good grades, a college scholarship can be their reward.”

Dr. Janet Womack, Superintendent of Florence City Schools added, “What a tremendous opportunity for the youth of our community.  This program will positively benefit both our students and our schools,” 

“This is wonderful news!” said Lexington counselor, Rhonda King.  “Most scholarships now cover less than half of the actual cost of attending so this will be great!  Many students don’t have other financial avenues to attend college and are not financially disadvantaged enough to qualify for financial aid.  With tuition going up and salaries not going up as fast, it’s becoming more difficult for families to afford college without some type of financial assistance.  This will help students focus and try harder in school, if they know they have the opportunity to go to college!”

Information about the scheduling of parent and student information sessions will be available soon.  High school principals and guidance counselors will be briefed soon on the parameters of the program so they can communicate critical information to students and their families. 

Private individuals as well as businesses are encouraged to make tax-deductible donations to the Rotary Scholarship Fund.

For more information, contact either of the Shoals area Rotary Clubs or NW-SCC:
· Florence Rotary Club president, Harold W. Lewis, 256-764-0536, 

harold.lewis@hwlewis-hobart.com 

· Greater Shoals Rotary Club president, Mitch Hamm, 256-331-5383, mhamm@atn.org
· Rotary Scholarship Joint Steering Committee chair, John Rusevlyan, 256-712-1795, 

john@weichertprosouth.com 

· Northwest-Shoals Community College, Dr. Humphrey Lee, president, 256-331-5215, 
hlee@nwscc.edu
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