

		 THE ROTARY CLUB OF LEBANON
GRANTS:  POLICIES & GUIDELINES
The Rotary Club of Lebanon regularly receives grant requests from organizations and groups asking for financial support for a particular project, activity or program.  To assist our club in responding to these requests in a way that is consistent and reflects the values, principles and priorities of the club, the policies and guidelines listed below will be applied when considering requests.
Rotary International uses its seven core areas of focus to guide its global grants,.  As such, the Rotary Club of Lebanon will only entertain grant requests that are associated with these areas of focus, and all grant requests should concentrate on a local impact within one of Rotary’s seven areas of focus: 
1. Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention – promoting dialogue, training leaders, and helping communities resolve conflicts.
2. Disease Prevention and Treatment – improving access to essential medical services, supporting health education, and fighting diseases like polio, malaria, and HIV/AIDS.
3. Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) – providing clean water, safe sanitation, and hygiene education and practices to communities.
4. Maternal and Child Health – reducing mortality rates for mothers and children by improving access to medical care and health education.
5. Basic Education and Literacy – supporting education for children and adults, increasing literacy, and improving teacher training.
6. Community Economic Development – creating opportunities for work, entrepreneurship, and financial stability in vulnerable communities.
7. Supporting the Environment – protecting natural resources, advancing sustainable practices, and addressing climate-related challenges.

In addition to the seven core areas of focus, the Rotary Four-Way Test will guide all grant decisions:

(1) "Is it the truth?"
(2) "Is it fair to all concerned?"
(3) "Will it build goodwill and better friendships?", and 
(4) "Will it be beneficial to all concerned?"




Donation Policies
1.   Grant requests from 501(c) (3) non-profit organizations are preferred.  Requests from other organization-types may also be approved by the Board of Directors.  

2. In its review of the application, the Board of Directors will review the requesting organization’s history of approvals, if any.

3. Grant requests that benefit large groups or Lebanon as a whole will be given priority.

4. A specific outcome or community benefit resulting from the grant must be evident in the application.  General operating expenses, personnel expenses or other costs will not be funded.

5. Grants will not be made to activities, programs, or projects promoting specific religious or political viewpoints.  Rotary does not contribute to political organizations, political fundraising events or political campaigns.

6. Grant requests will not be accepted for projects, activities or programs that have already taken place or been completed.

7. All grant requests require approval by the Board of Directors, who have sole discretion to deny or table any request.  Annual grants exceeding $2,500 are rare.

8. Grants are to be expended only for the purpose requested and intended.  

9. An itemized summary of anticipated expenses is to accompany the application.

10. All grant requests must be sponsored by a member of the Rotary Club of Lebanon. 

11. Applicants shall agree to publicize or acknowledge the grant in a way that promotes community awareness of the Rotary Club of Lebanon.

12. Once approved by the Board of Directors, the grant request is forwarded to the Rotary Club of Lebanon Foundation for their review, final approval and disbursement (if approved).


Donation Guidelines
A. Projects or programs sponsored by Rotary International or a Rotary organization, shall be given special consideration.

B. The Rotary Club of Lebanon may propose a matching-fund concept to encourage applicants to raise a portion of the money requested themselves.

C. The applicant must be capable of providing an accounting of how the grant proceeds were used and the designated project or program for which the grant was used. 

D. Grant recipients may be asked to provide an update of use and impact of funds.

E. The goal of the grant program is to make grants to qualified applicants to be used to improve the community within the seven Rotary core areas of focus.  Accordingly, grant applications may be submitted anytime during the July 1 to June 30 fiscal year.  The Board of Directors will strive to review applications at its next regularly scheduled meeting or sooner if determined necessary and appropriate by the Board of Directors.    

F. In approving grant requests, the Board of Directors should take a sufficient amount of time, as determined in the Board’s sole discretion, to review the application, prior grant history of the applicant, budget, and other relevant matters.  As such, urgent or emergency approval of grant applications should be rare but may be approved on an “as needed” basis, as determined in the Board of Director’s sole discretion.  Prior to an urgent or emergency grant approval, the Board of Directors must request and receive an affirmative opinion from the Treasurer that approving the grant request will not adversely impact the club’s finances. 

G. Each year, in accordance with the Rotary Club of Lebanon’s regular budgeting procedures, the Board of Directors will approve an amount to be budgeted for qualified grant applicants.  The budget will be determined based on historical grants data, known community needs, and available funds, and shall be subject to an annual budget cap.  Grant approvals shall be in accordance with the budget then in effect.



2

Policy eff. 7/1/26, rev. 9/15/26
image1.jpeg




