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             2.1

AUDIENCE GROUND RULES

TO BE READ  TO THE AUDIENCE  
PRIOR TO THE START OF SPEECHES

1. AUDIENCE  GROUND  RULES  -

a. For fairness, contestants are to be introduced as Contestants A, B, C, (etc) based upon the
order of draw. 

b. All cell phones and paging devices should be turned off or set on vibrate during the contest. 
If anyone in the audience needs to answer a call or text, please postpone or do so
discretely.

c. Audience is requested to not move around, enter or leave the room while a speech is being
delivered.  

d. As difficult as it is to follow this request, we ask that members of the audience please hold
all applause until all speeches have completed and you are prompted to applaud all the
contestants.

e. We will pause after each contestant’s speech until the judges indicate that they have
completed their scoring and are ready to move on.

f. The speech contest will be stopped at the ending time of our regular meeting to allow those
who need to go back to work time to leave.  As soon as those who need to leave have
exited the room, the contest will resume with the next contestant until completed.

g. While the final scores are being tallied, students will be asked to introduce themselves, their
guests and families, identify their school and sponsoring Rotary Club, provide a little about
their backgrounds, interests and future plans, and any thoughts or feelings they may have
about the speech contest.

h. It is intended that Contest Prize Checks be awarded at the time the contest results are
announced.  In as much as is possible, District Prizes will be provided to the host clubs of
advanced contests prior to the advanced contest date.

i. All Student contestants are asked to remain after the contest in order that pictures may be
taken for press releases and inclusion the Rotary District Newsletter and to allow us to
make sure we have your contact information.
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ROTARY DISTRICT 6710 SPEECH CONTEST          
INFORMATION FOR JUDGES

1. INTRODUCTION

Rotary District 6710 is pleased that you have accepted the responsibility of serving as a judge for one of the
component contests of our annual District Speech Contest.  It is critical that judging be consistent at all levels of
competition.    Please read carefully the judging procedure that is outlined below.  The suggestions have come about
as a result of the input of several individuals, and the desire to obtain continuity at the Club, Sectional, and District
Levels.  Please become familiar with the score sheet criteria prior to judging. You are requested to sign below to
indicate that you have read these instructions and to sign the scoring sheet in case we cannot read your
scores or otherwise have questions.

2. JUDGING CRITERIA:

DELIVERY: Enunciation and pronunciation are basic to any good speech, and must be fully considered. 
Overall expressiveness and sincerity of tone add to the delivery.  Poise of the speaker is VERY
important.  At all advanced contest levels, speeches are to be memorized.  They are not to
be read, nor are note cards allowed.  Notes are allowed at the Club level. If the student reads
a speech, you should deduct an amount appropriate to the amount read, but should not deduct
more than 

ORIGINALITY: The manner in which the content is developed will, in large measure, be determined through its
originality.  Of major concern will be an approach which is individualistic, imaginative, and has
human interest appeal.  Personalization of the topic is important.  How that is accomplished is
up to the speech contestant. 

CONTENT: The content must relate specifically to the Speech Topic.  Students should be positive in their
approach, and their ideas used to address the theme or topic should be presented logically,
clearly, and concisely, from opening to conclusion.  Students are expected to carefully research
the speech topic, to be factually correct regarding Rotary and any references, and to successfully
express their own thoughts, ideas, and opinions.  Although speeches are not to be self gratifying,
references to personal experiences and personal opinions and mentors are encouraged.  

3. JUDGING PROCEDURE:

Identical score sheets will be used at all levels of competition.  Each judge weighs each speech on the basis from 
1 to 100 points, with each set of criteria judged as follows:

      1-30 points for Delivery;     1-35 points for Originality;     1-35 points for Content

The highest weighted scored speech will be declared the winner.  Tellers are to tally the scores.  In case of a tie for
first place, the highest score determined by the judges initial scores will be use to determine the winner.  If there is still
a first place tie, judges are to privately reconvene and determine a Contest Winner by whatever means they choose,
including total raw points or flip of coin.  The decision of the judges is final.  Second place ties will result in no third
place finisher, thus the prize money for 2nd and 3rd should be equally divided.  If there is a tie for third place, the third
place prize shall be equally divided. 

4. CONFIDENTIALITY:

Judges are to initially score on their own without consultation amongst themselves or with others.  Thus, Judges are
not to confer during or after speeches until all score sheets are turned in to the tellers.  Under NO circumstances
should anyone but the THREE WINNERS (1st, 2nd, 3rd) be announced.  All other students not finishing in the top
three positions should be considered as runners up.
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JUDGES SCORING RULES  AND  GUIDELINES

FOR ALL JUDGES TO READ & SIGN

2. JUDGING AND SCORING:  -
READ & SIGN PRIOR TO CONTEST START 

a. Speeches are to be memorized at all contest levels. If contestants use notes or cue cards in
advanced contests, they are to be deducted 25 points. 

b. Judges shall score each speech as indicated on the prepared scoring forms.  This includes 1-30
points for Delivery; 1-35 points for Originality; and 1-35 points for Content.

c. Timekeepers will time speeches, and Tellers will tally scores. Two of each are recommended.

d. Judges should not be concerned with the time of speech or whether students use notes.  Notes
will be allowed at the Club level contests but the speeches should not be read. If read, Judges
may down score the delivery on their score sheet. At the advanced contests no notes or cards
are allowed.  If used, Tellers will deduct 25 points.  

e. Tellers will also deduct 3 points from a contestant’s score for each minute or fraction thereof 
that a speech is less than 5 minutes or more than 8 minutes.

f. Speeches must address the official Contest Topic / Theme.  Judges are to down score the
content section of the score sheet for those speeches that do not comply.  Speeches do not
have to specifically address Rotary in itself, but they must address this year’s topic / theme.

g. Points need not be deducted for minor mistakes, hesitations or other minor mishaps that may
occur in the student’s delivery.  How well the student recovers from these types of occurrences
may more than offset the points that a judge may have deducted.  

h. Students are expected to be factually correct, including their statements about Rotary. Thus,
judges may deduct points or award less points to the content score if such discrepancies are
noted. Please be confident of your Rotary knowledge before down scoring for accuracy.

i. Judges are to be non-partial, fair and consistent in how they evaluate and score.  Judges are
to score without consultation and should only exchange scores and opinions amongst
themselves after scoring is completed.  It is suggested that the judges score the first contestant
to establish a base for other contestants to be scored. This is best accomplished by not scoring
the first contestant with 10's.  Judges may change scores at any time before turning them in.

j. There will be no ties for first place, Judges will be “called to task” to decide a single overall
winner in the event the scoring ends up in a tie for first place.

Judges are to read the rules above and sign below prior to start of contest.  Your name is
requested on the score sheet in case we need to ask you about a score you wrote.

I have read and understand the contest rules,                                                                                      
Each Judge to Sign



JUDGES SCORING SHEET
2.4 

                                                                 
Judge to fill in with Full Name

NOTE TO
JUDGES:

Judges are to Score each Contestant for Areas 1-3 below and turn their score sheet over to

the Teller who with the Timer will assess any Penalty Points and Total the Scores.

CONTESTANT

Scoring  Criteria A B C D E F

1. DELIVERY Max. Score

a. Enunciation & Pronunciation 1-10

b. Expressiveness & Poise 1-10

c. Sincerity & Tone 1-10

d. DELIVERY SCORE 30

2. ORIGINALITY Max. Score

a. Positive Approach 1-10

b. Use of Imagination 1-10

c. Individualistic Approach 1-10

d. Human Interest Approach 1-5

e. ORIGINALITY SCORE 35

3. CONTENT Max. Score

a. Related to Subject 1-15

b. Logical Development 1-10

c. Clarity of Ideas 1-10

d. CONTENT SCORE 35

4.  SUBTOTAL  JUDGE’S SCORE 100 Maximum
Lines 1d+2e+3d

5. PENALTIES - Scored by Teller Point   Deducts

a. Notes- Allowed at Club Contest
Deduct 25 
at Advanced Contests .............. .....- 25 Points

b. Speech Time less than 5 or
longer than 8 minutes

- 3 Points per
minute or fraction 

6.
 TOTAL ADJUSTED SCORE

Total of Yellow 
Boxes Above 
4 + 5a + 5b

7. CONTESTANT’S FINAL POSITION
( 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc.)

Scoring Sheets to be used for Weighted Scoring to determine winner.  See page 4.6 for weighted scoring.
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TIME  KEEPER’S  SCORING  SHEET

1. In the chart below, record the minutes and seconds of each speech.  Begin timing after the
contestant has addressed the audience or stated the title of his or her speech.  If the student
begins without addressing the audience or stating the speech title, begin timing immediately.

2. Indicate in the Penalty Box “Yes” or “No” if the contestant’s speech time is less than 5 minutes
or exceeds 8 minutes.  

3. There shall be two Time Keepers for each contest.

4. Time Keepers are to turn in this time sheet to a teller after the last contestant has spoken.

5. Weighted Scoring Sheets are to be used by Scorers to determine winner.  See page 4.6 for
weighted scoring.

CONTESTANT    
ACTUAL TIME OF SPEECH

3 Point Penalty
Per Minute or Fraction

Over 8 minutes or 
Under 5 minutes

Min. Sec. Deduct 3
Points

Penalty - No

Deduct 3
Points 

Penalty - Yes

A.

B.

C

D

E

F
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TELLER’S  WEIGHTED  SCORING  SHEET
Based on 5-3-1 Weighted Scoring System

1. There shall be TWO TELLERS who shall collect the judges’ scores and timers’ records.

2. Tellers are to tally the judges’ scores, and after deducting any penalties, designate the 1st , 2nd

and 3rd place scores earned by the contestants at the bottom of each judge’s score sheet.

3. Tellers will then assign a “5" to each speaker who was first on a judge’s score sheet, a “3" to each
person who was second on a judge’s score sheet and a “1" to each speaker who was third on a
judge’s score sheet.

4. The contestant who has the most points will be declared the First Place Winner.  The contestant
who has the next most points will be declared the Second Place Winner, and the contestant who
has the next most points will be declared the Third Place Winner.

5. In case of a tie for first place, the Speech Coordinator or Chair shall consult with the judges and
tellers in order to assist them in declaring a winner.  In case of a tie for second place, each tied
contestant will be awarded equal shares of the total of the second and third place prize amounts.  

WEIGHTED SCORES:

5 Points for FIRST
3 Points for SECOND
1 Point for   THIRD

CONTESTANT

A B C D E F

JUDGE No. 1 SCORE

JUDGE No. 2 SCORE

JUDGE No. 3 SCORE

JUDGE No. 4 SCORE

JUDGE No. 5 SCORE

TOTAL 
SCORE   JUDGES  1-5 

FINAL STUDENT
STANDINGS

(1 st; 2 nd; 3rd)
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CONTEST REPORT FORM
ROTARY DISTRICT 6710 SPEECH CONTEST

SPEECH  CONTEST  RESULTS  REPORT  FORM

PRIZE

Clubs:
Sectional    
Regional 
Finals         

AMOUNTS
  First   Second  
Third
$   300; $ 200; $ 100
$   400; $ 200; $ 100
$   500; $ 300
$1,000; $ 500; $ 500

CONTEST LEVEL:       9   CLUB   9   SECTIONAL NO:___  9 __________ REGIONAL     9   FINALS

NOTE:   PLEASE CHECK CONTEST LEVEL.   Please Provide Full Contestant & Club Information.  IF ADVANCED CONTEST you must provide Check Amount & Number.

Reported By: Date of Contest: Location:

Host Club: No. of Contestants: Reported By:

FINAL 
RESULTS

First  Place
Advances to Next Level

Second  Place
Alternate

Third Place
Does not apply to Regional Contests

Prize Check

Number 

& Amount

DISTRICT Check No. Check Amount

$

DISTRICT Check No. Check Amount

$

DISTRICT Check No. Check Amount

$

Student’s Name:

Student’s School:

Sponsoring Club:

Student’s Address:

Student’s Home Phone 

Student’s Cell Phone

Student’s E-Mail

Club Contact:

Club Contact Phone:

Club Contact E-Mail:

 

Please send this report by E-MAIL to your Regional Coordinator’s E-MAIL and to Stan Klausing, District Contest Chair at stanklausing@bellsouth.net

mailto:stanklausing@bellsouth.net
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