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PREFACE 
The Rotary Club of Granville annually presents two of the community’s highest honors with its Dr. Allen 
Avery Service Above Self Award and the Vocational Service Award. 
 
The club announced in 1963 that it had established the first of the two — the Service Above Self Award.  
 
In the club’s weekly newsletter, The Rotator, it was announced in the June 17, 1963 bulletin that the 
award, to be given on that date for the first time, grew out of the farewell the club gave to member Howard 
Smith, and was formulated by Rotarians Tyler Smith and Jere Ackley. It then became an activity of a 
Community Service Committee, and a special committee screened some 30 nominees the first year. 
 
Criteria for eligibility to receive the award were as follows: “The nominee must have demonstrated 
exemplary humanitarian service in any form and at any level, with an emphasis on personal volunteer 
efforts and active involvement in helping others. The service that has been rendered must have been on a 
continuing basis. The nominee may be a Rotarian or non-Rotarian. The award will not be given solely in 
recognition of one’s performance in an elected or appointed assignment, but consideration will be given 
for the interest in serving public office. Personal financial contributions to The Rotary Foundation or any 
individual project are not relevant considerations for this award.” 
 
Eligibility requirements included: “Any resident of the Village of Granville or Granville Township or 
member in good standing of the Rotary Club of Granville may be nominated.” 
 
Five individuals were given the award in its first year: C. O. Jacoby, Edna Walz, Virgil Fryman, Sid 
Jenkins and Harold “Buck” Sargent. Oddly, the award was not given out the next year, resuming in 1965. 
 
In 1971, the Service Above Self Award was changed to the Dr. Allen Avery Service Above Self Award 
in honor of Dr. Avery, who was described as “an unselfish Rotarian from 1950 until his untimely death” 
that year.  
 
The June 1, 1971 Rotator, shortly following Dr. Avery’s passing, stated, “Much has been said and written 
about the feelings of the members of the Granville community since the word was received of the sudden 
loss of our beloved friend, Dr. Allen Avery. I don’t believe that he would want me to repeat these phrases 
here. Perhaps his funeral service best conveyed the thoughts we should retain about him. Few towns our 
size have been fortunate enough to have a man of the professional caliber of Al Avery. He was not only 
a doctor but a concerned citizen as well. Dr. Avery was a past president of Granville Rotary (1966-67). 
In spite of professional demands, he seldom missed a meeting. Truly, never a man better exemplified our 
motto “Service Above Self.” 
 
Avery’s life was dedicated to service and true fellowship, according to a story in the April 30, 1980 
Granville Sentinel. “His advice and counsel were sources of strength and inspiration to all who enjoyed 
his association and friendship. Dr. Avery was a dedicated physician and man, admired, loved, and trusted 
by his patients, his fellow Rotarians and his community,” the story read. 
 
In a February 4, 1982 Sentinel story soliciting nominations, Dr. Avery was also applauded as follows: 
“The term ‘Service Above Self’ were not just words to him, but the way he conducted his life. His record 
was all the more outstanding when you consider the heavy demand placed on his time and energy by his 
medical practice. He was a gentleman in the finest sense of the word; kind and considerate of all who 
enjoyed his association and friendship.” 
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In 1993, the Rotary Club of Granville announced a second community honor. Newark industrialist 
Howard LeFevre, a Granville resident, was awarded the club’s inaugural Vocational Service Award.  
 
Criteria state that the award is to be “given annually to a person in the community (either a Rotarian or a 
non-Rotarian) who truly exemplifies Rotary’s Second Avenue of Service -- Vocational Service. To 
encourage and foster high ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness 
of all useful occupations; and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve 
society. The award recognizes an individual who practices high ethical standards in the workplace; and 
exhibits a very high caliber of professionalism, enthusiasm, work ethic, commitment to service and 
vocational excellence.” 
 
In reviewing the newspaper and Rotator articles about the recipients of both awards, the diversity of talents 
among the recipients over the years is amazing — almost with no duplication. Additionally, these awards 
are so highly regarded due to the depth of research that goes into the nomination process, which clearly 
justifies the worthiness of each recipient. 
 
Gathered in this volume are the stories of all the winners of the Dr. Allen Avery Service Above Self and 
the Vocational Service awards. Some news accounts of the winners were scant compared to others. Where 
possible, later newspaper feature stories on those individuals were included giving more depth to their 
backgrounds. 
 
NOTE: Awards were not presented every year for both honors, so years skipped do not mean someone is 
being left out. 
 
In cases where news coverage on a recipient was “scant,” feature stories or other information on a winner 
were found and added to this collection. 
 
Also: page numbers were not assigned since pages on future awards recipients will be added. 
 
This collection, of course, will be added to each year as the awards continue to be given. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
Historian, Rotary Club of Granville 

August 2020 
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1963 
C. O. Jacoby,  Edna Walz,  Virgil Fryman,  Sidney Jenkins,  Harold “Buck” Sargent 

 

Today marked the first annual Rotary “Service Above Self” citation awards. This project, the idea for 
which grew out of the farewell we gave for Howard Smith, was worked up by Tyler Smith and Jere Ackley. 
It is now an activity of the Community Service Committee – Lloyd Crouse, chairman. A special 
committee, headed by Parker Lictenstein, screened some 30 nominees to select five. 
 
The awards, announced by President Dick Gregory, were made to the following: 

1.  
2. -- C. O. “Chick” Jacoby. Past president and past district governor of Rotary, in recognition of his service 

to the Y.M.C.A., United Appeal and the Granville Library Board. 
3.  
4. -- Edna Walz, teacher of Commercial subjects at Granville High School for 29 years, to whom the 1963 

“Blue and White” yearbook is dedicated, in appreciation for her never failing helpfulness to her students 
as individuals and to the many student organizations for which she has acted as financial advisor; for this 
service, for her service as treasurer of athletic accounts, and for her helpfulness in placing her graduates 
in jobs through the years. 

5.  
6. -- Virgil Fryman, horseshoe pitcher, trap shooter and rifleman, as well as fine garage man, for his service 

with the Granville Volunteer Fire Department since 1941, as Chief from 1952 to 1962; for his service to 
the Granville Rifle Club, which he organized; to the Granville Conservation Club and to the Baptist 
Church, which he has served in many capacities. 

7.  
8. -- Sidney Jenkins, member of the athletics staff at Denison University for 40 years, for his long service as 

umpire for the Granville Softball League in the 1930s and 1940s; for his service as a member of the Board 
of Public Affairs and now of the Village Council; for service to the American Legion post, of which he is 
a past commander; and for the fact that for more than 40 years he has been a real friend to the children of 
Granville. 

9.  
10. -- Harold Sargent, past president of Rotary, dispenser of good humor along with his groceries and meat; 

for his service to Scouting, to the Methodist Church, to the Granville Athletics Association, the Granville 
Merchants Association, the Village Council, the Volunteer Fire Department and the Resuscitator Squad, 
and the newly organized Summer Recreation Program for children. 

— The Rotator 
June 17, 1963  
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1965 
 

Margaret Vessels, Burt Hodges,  Harold Taylor 
 
 
Ike Myers, chairman of the committee to select recipients for Service Above Self awards, called upon 
three members of the club to present the three who were to be honored for their long, effective, unselfish 
and devoted service to the Granville community. 
 
-- Tyler Smith presented Miss Margaret Vessels who, as teacher and principal, served the Granville 
Elementary School for more than thirty years and won the affection, admiration and respect of generation 
after generation of children and their parents. 
 
--  Al Johnson presented Burt Hodges who, since his return to Granville in 1934 after about 14 years of 
service in Bolivia under the Methodist Mission Board, has not only served Denison University as assistant 
bursar, bursar, treasurer and secretary of the Board of Trustees; but has also served the Methodist Church 
as treasurer, as teacher of a Sunday School class, as a choir member, and on various committees; has 
served the Ohio Conference of the Methodist Church in very important capacities; (and) has served the 
Granville Library Board as treasurer for many years. He is a charter member, past president, and for 
several terms was a director of the Granville Rotary Club. 
 
-- Carl Frazier presented Harold Taylor, who served on the Village Council for 10 years, was mayor for 
nearly two years, has been active in the Granville Fourth of July celebration work, is a charter member, 
past president and several-terms director of the Granville Rotary Club; (and) is a director of the People’s 
State Bank. He was one of the organizers of the Granville Business Men’s Association (which has gone 
through several changes of name), took a leading part in the first Licking County Polio vaccination 
program and has been active in Center Star Lodge #11, F&AM. 
 
As evidence of the awards, each of the three was presented with a framed plaque, reading “SERVICE 
ABOVE SELF, presented to (name) by the Rotary Club of Granville, Ohio, in appreciation of meritorious 
service to the community. The recipient hereby honored has demonstrated a basic principle of Rotary, 
that of service above self, and is on this date recognized for the achievements.” 
 

— The Rotator 
May 3, 1965 
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1966 
 

John C.  and  Ruth Louise Taylor 
 
Denison University students tired from travel, who arrive in Granville by bus, no longer need to climb 
the hill to their dormitories or fraternity houses carrying heavy suitcases. 
 
They no longer make that trip late at night, in storms, in the bitter cold or deep snow, because of the 
concern and thoughtfulness of a Granville couple, Mr. & Mrs. John C. Taylor. 
 
For their efforts in helping the college students, they have received the Granville Rotary Club Service 
Above Self Award. The Taylors are the kind of people who not only believe in the importance of good 
relations between students and townspeople, but act to make it a reality. 
 
It all started six years ago when the Taylors were out for a drive. They spotted a young woman student 
walking up the hill loaded down with several dresses folded over one arm, struggling to get them and a 
heavy floor lamp to her dorm. The Taylors offered her help and have been helping Denison students with 
transporting luggage ever since. 
 
Granville has no commercial transportation, and when Mrs. Taylor saw the girl, she remembered her 
similar problems when she was at Denison. 
 
The Taylors watch the bus schedule at the start of the school year and at the completion of spring, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas vacations. When the students arrive, sometimes from 40 to 60 in a day, the 
Taylors take each student and his possessions to his living quarters. They meet buses at all hours of the 
day or night and sometimes make as many as five trips up the hill until the last piece of luggage has been 
delivered. If the luggage and the student don’t arrive on the same bus, the Taylors pick up the suitcases 
when they arrive. 
 
All this transporting is done by way of the family station wagon, which the Taylors bought four years 
ago. When they ordered the vehicle, they had heavy duty springs installed in the back especially for 
carrying luggage. 
 
Taylor, an accountant at Columbia Gas of Ohio, Columbus, is a community man in more ways than one. 
He currently serves on the board of trustees of the Granville Public Library, serves on a committee for 
the Granville Historical Society, is a member of the Center Star Lodge 11 F&AM, and the Granville 
Presbyterian Church, where he was active in the Session and was clerk. 
 
He has served as treasurer of the Granville Celebrations Association and on the Boy Scout Council. 
Taylor, a graduate of Ohio State University, has lived in Granville since 1929 when he took up residence 
in the home of an uncle, the late Henry Kussmaul, former editor and publisher of The Granville Times. 
 
Mrs. Taylor is busy as a mother, substitute teacher and helping with other community projects . They are 
the parents of 12-year-old John C. Taylor II, who will be a seventh grader at Union Junior High. 
 
Before the Taylors were married in 1948, she was a teacher at Zanesville High School for 14 years. She 
is a graduate of Denison University and received her master’s degree from the University of Michigan. 
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Mrs. Taylor is an active member of the Granville Presbyterian Church, serving on its board of trustees 
and acting as chairman of its annual rummage sale. She was president of the women’s association of the 
church for two terms. Mrs. Taylor also is active in the Trudeau Guild. 
 
The Taylors are ardent football and basketball fans and faithfully follow the Ohio State sports schedule. 
Contributing factors to their great sports interest may be that Mrs. Taylor and Woody Hayes, head football 
coach at OSU, were classmates at Denison; and that Mrs. Taylor taught Fred Taylor, head basketball 
coach at OSU, and his wife, Ileen Stillion, at Zanesville High School.  
 
Two other Service Above Self Awards have been presented by the Granville Rotary Club this year to Harry Bolen 
and Kenneth Dixon. Dixon will be featured next week. 
 

— Virginia Gilbert 
The Newark Advocate 

Aug. 3, 1966 

1966 
Harry D. Bolen 

No details for Harry Bolen winning the 1966 Service Above Self Award could be found in the Newark 
Advocate or The Rotator. Below is information about Bolen from three Sentinel stories during the 1970s. 
 
GRANVILLE NATIVE IS SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS COME ALIVE 
 
Although Christmas Day is past, we are still in the season of Christmas, and we think it is fitting that we 
pause this year to remember how one of our native citizens helped to bring the spirit of Christmas to life. 
 
Beverly Walker, who is now a feature writer for the Sentinel, at one time did similar work for the Newark 
Advocate, and at that time she wrote a story about Harry Bolen, from which we would like to take some 
excerpts. 
 
“The Spirit of Christmas or a firecracker on the Fourth of July quite accurately describes Harry Bolen, 
who is all this and more to the people of Granville. On a Sunday afternoon in December, Bolen put on 
his make-up, his beard and Santa Clause suit and rode down Broadway in a sports car to meet children 
who have been looking for Santa. 
 
“Bolen is no stranger to this role. He has portrayed the giver of gifts for approximately 15 years. ‘I love 
doing anything that makes the kids happy’, (he said) and just by watching him as he talks to the youngsters 
you know this is true.” 
 
Santa had to find himself another helper this year, but hundreds of Granville’s children will carry the 
memory of Santa as Harry Bolen made him live for them. 
 

— Ruth Sipe 
The Granville Sentinel 

Dec. 30, 1976 
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GFD HAS A PROUD RECORD SPANNING 136 YEARS 

In yester-year, the bell at the top of the Opera House was rung by hand with a rope. Today a telephone 
call is received in the Deputy Sheriff’s office, a button is pushed, and the siren in Granville sounds 
automatically — four times. But… no matter how a fire has been signaled, since 1834 Granville Volunteer 
firemen have been answering the alarm. 
In the beginning it was bucket brigades and hand pumps, water from ponds, springs and wells. 
 
But when the village put in a water line in 1885, a hose and cart was purchased… Old No. 1 it is called. 
The firemen would run to the fire pulling No. 1 behind them. In 1928 Granville purchased its first piece 
of self-powered equipment. 
 
Harry Bolen, who is the oldest fireman in Licking County and is still active, remembers those cart days 
well. Harry says the hose cart was quite adequate for the Village, but sometimes in the outlying area, if a 
water supply was too far away, a building just couldn’t be saved. 
 
Surprisingly, Bolen can remember only two deaths by fire during the 17 years he was a member of the 
cart brigade. In those days each man was paid a dollar by the village for each fire he fought. Harry 
remembers one member who seems to have set a few fires to get the funds for a pint. 
 
Harry’s father Jacob preceded him on the VFD, also serving for many years. 
 

— Janet Wood 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 4, 1970 
HARRY D. BOLEN 
 
(Mr. Bolen died at the age of 84 in 1976.) 
 
Mr. Bolen was one of the original members of the Granville Volunteer Fire Department, dating back to 
the days when firemen pulled the hose cart to the fires. 
 
He was a familiar figure in Granville as a village employee for many years, both in the street and water 
departments. 
 
But he was probably best known for his appearances each year in the Granville Fourth of July parade with 
his horses Barney and Flash and brought happy smiles to the faces of many a Granville youngster over 
the years in his role as the village Santa Claus. He loved flowers and gardening, and many remember the 
pleasure of receiving a bouquet of his beautiful gladiolas. 
 
Harry Bolen is truly one of the last of the village’s “old timers” and in losing him Granville has lost not 
only a resident but a part of its heritage as well. 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
Aug. 26, 1976 
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1966 
Kenneth Dixon 

Kenneth Dixon, who is described as “having a heart larger than he is”, received the Granville Rotary Club 
Service Above Self Award for many reasons, but mostly for his service to youth of the community. 
 
The 37-year-old bachelor, who loves kids and loves to work with them, is head of the 50-member physical 
fitness program in Granville, trainer for the high school football and basketball teams the past 19 years, 
assistant chief of the Granville Volunteer Fire Department, of which he has been a member 17 years, 
former chief of the fire department’s resuscitation squad, charter member of the former Granville 
Celebrations Association, and former umpire for the Granville Little League for seven years. 
 
The son of Mrs. Lenna Dixon, his is past president of the Granville 20-30 Club, and had been chosen “20-
30 Man of the Year” for his outstanding community achievements. He was chairman of the Granville 
Fourth of July Celebration for three years. 
 
James Scott, president of the Booster Club, said the boys in the athletic department feel the “sun rises and 
sets in Kenny Dixon.” Scott said Dixon is very active in the 500-member Booster Club and is chief cook 
at all the group outings. 
 
As trainer, Dixon tapes 24 to 30 ankles before every Friday night game during football season. He takes 
care of all the minor injuries during the games, and if the injury is more than minor, he takes the athlete 
to a physician or to the hospital. 
 
One of Dixon’s greatest joys is taking Granville team members to college and professional football, 
basketball and baseball games throughout the year. Dixon said for the last 10 years he has been taking the 
boys to about 14 to 20 games every season. Three years ago, he said he took eight football team members 
to Michigan to the Ohio State-Michigan game in his nine-passenger wagon. Dixon said that in his biggest 
year he spent $1,200 for this type of entertainment. 
 
A 1946 graduate of Granville High School, Dixon’s interest in sports stems from when he was manager 
of the football, basketball and baseball teams while in school. 
 
Other hobbies listed by Dixon are golf, bridge and pool, for which he has earned the name “Queball”. 
Kenny not only is considered a “hero” by the youth of Granville, but also by the United States Navy. He 
is credited with being the ambulance driver dispatched to the scene of a seaplane crash who exercised a 
high degree of intelligence and initiative in locating and reaching the crashed plane in inaccessible 
mountainous country. The Navy stated that this action on Dixon’s part made possible the early rescue and 
hospitalization of the survivors. 

— Virginia Gilbert 
The Newark Advocate 

Aug. 10, 1966 
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1967 
 

Dr. Edward A. Wright,  John Campbell,  Cecil Renner, James Allen Martin, 
W. E. Weaver,  and Aileen Dunkin Paul 

 
MAY 15 
 
Very Special Guest -- Dr. Edward A. Wright. Dick Gregory, chairman of the Service Above Self citation 
committee, announced the first 1967 citation, based on his achievements that have brought distinction, 
honor and business to Denison University and Granville. Among them are: 
 

— -- Joined the Denison faculty in 1937. 
—  
— -- Founded Denison Summer Theatre in 1946 and managed it until 1953. This Summer Theatre played to 

168,000 people during the 17 years of its existence, which constituted a very considerable contribution to 
the business and social life of Granville during those summers. 

—  
— -- Organized the Children’s Theatre in 1947. 
—  
— -- In 1953, went to Germany to entertain U.S. Army personnel with readings and character portrayals. 
— In 1953, established the Overseas Dramatic Program for the Department of Defense. Under this program, 

the Denison Players toured Europe in 1954 and 1955 and the Far East, Korea and Japan in 1956-57. In 
1958 the Denison Players gave 30 performances in Germany, France and Italy. 

—  
— -- In 1958, Ed was made chairman of the Overseas Touring Committee of the American Educational 

Theatre Association under which 10 college play companies went abroad; eight for the Department of 
Defense and two under the State Department. 

—  
— -- 1959-60 – Dr. Wright was a Fulbright Professor at the University of Tokyo. 
—  
— -- In 1961, was given an Honorary Doctor of Fine Arts by Iowa Wesleyan. 
—  
— -- During his 30 years on the Denison faculty Ed was chairman of the Theatre Arts Department from 

1945-58 and again 1961-65. He established the Denison N. Y. Theatre Troop under which about 35 
students attended plays for 10 days each year — an idea which has since been adopted by many colleges. 

—  
— --Well-known personalities who received their first start and inspiration from Ed Wright are Hal 

Holbrook, DU ’48; Franklin Cover, DU ’51; and John Davidson, DU ’63.  
—  
— -- As an author, Ed has just completed his third textbook. His first two are being used in 250 schools. 
— Member of National Theatre Conference. 
—  
— -- Member since 1927 and president in 1966 of International Platform Association. 
—  
— -- Has entertained 5,000 audiences in 42 states and 12 foreign countries with character sketches and 

impersonations and has appeared on NBC, CBS, ABC and BBC radio programs. 
— -- Recently elected to “The Players Club in New York, the highest honor in the Theatre realm. 

 
A standing ovation followed the presentation. 
 

— The Rotator 
May 15, 1967 
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MAY 29 
 
Five more recipients of the Service Above Self Award were announced at the club’s May 29 meeting: 
 

1. -- A joint award to two men, John Campbell and Cecil Renner, both employed by Denison University. 
On the night of Jan. 5, 1959, during one of the worst floods Granville has experienced, these two men, 
working at the Denison heating plant, saw the lights of a car and heard a woman scream as the car was 
swept off the road by the force of the water. By quick and courageous action and at considerable danger 
to themselves (they) reached the car in a rowboat and rescued the woman and her child. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Renner was ill today and not able to attend the luncheon. 

2.  
3. -- James Allen Martin, an employee of the B&L Motor Freight Co. As a result of courtesy, courage, 

intelligence, and good judgment shown in helping motorists in trouble on the roads and in rescuing 
accident victims, Martin has received numerous honors and awards over a period of years. Although none 
of the specific incidents on which these honors and awards were based took place in Granville, they 
received wide publicity that brought honor indirectly to Granville, and certainly his consistent record of 
quick and courageous action to help others indicates a man dedicated to Service Above Self. 

4.  
5. -- A quiet and kindly man whose life since early boyhood has been ruled by deep religious conviction, 

W. E. Weaver, although he “retired” 27 years ago from active employment, is still active and alert at 91. 
Agriculture was his vocational occupation; but study of the Scriptures, sharing his Christian faith and 
love with others through the men’s Bible class of the Baptist Church, which he has taught for more than 
25 years (and classes in other churches for 25 years before that) and through personal contact with literally 
hundreds of people have occupied much of his time and thought and have spread his influence throughout 
our community and far beyond its borders. Here is a man whose Service Above Self is expressed not in 
spectacular deeds but in continuous, day-after-day small thoughtful acts of kindness, smiles of friendship, 
words of encouragement and prayers of intercession. 
 

6. -- The final award went to Aileen Duncan Paul, who came to Granville 25 years ago and opened her shop 
after operating similar businesses in Petoskey, Mich., and Palm Beach, Fla. 
 
Mrs. Paul’s Service Above Self has dealt largely with newcomers to Granville, with people of the so-
called Senior Citizens age and with students. With newcomers it has been help with housing problems, 
with furniture and utensils, with acquaintance in the community. With the older people, it was Aileen 
who founded the Granville Fellowship and has been its guide and “spark plug”. 
 
On many occasions and in various, quiet self-effacing ways, she has proved herself a true friend in need. 
So much of what she has done has not been known to the public that only a few realized the extent of her 
service in and to the community. 
 

— The Rotator 
May 29, 1967 
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1968 
 

Lucille Chilcote, Anna Louise Ackley 
 
This year two well-known Granville women, Lucille Chilcote and Anna Louise Ackley, were selected 
from a long list nominated to receive the 1968 Service Above Self Award from the Granville Rotary Club. 
Buck Sargent headed committee charged with the selection and presentation ceremonies. 
From the following brief histories, it becomes obvious that the lives of these two women have been 
dedicated to service above self. 
 
LUCILLE CHILCOTE’S name is synonymous with public health in Licking County. Born in McKean 
Township where she attended grade school, she graduated from Granville High School and took nurse’s 
training at Newark City Hospital and Cleveland City Hospital. Soon after graduating she became a 
Licking County Nurse in October 1931. Now she is the Supervising Nurse of a staff of five public health 
nurses in the department. Her experience, judgment, devotion, compassion and friendly smile have 
endeared her to the entire community and beyond. 
 
Among Mrs. Chilcote’s known community activities are the Newark Business and Professional Women’s 
Club where she is a past president and has served on many committees, charter member and past president 
of Soroptimists Club, Cancer Society Board, Crippled Children’s Society, Mental Health Association, 
Granville American Legion Unit #398, Ohio Public Health Association, Newark Hospital Board, Nurses 
Alumni Association, Licking County Nurses Association, American Nurses Association, American Heart 
Association, Central Ohio Art Association, current president of the Goodwill Auxiliary, Hospital Twig 
#2, Centenary United Methodist Church (WSCS, Official Board and many committees) and she finds 
time to work with retarded children. 
 
ANNA LOUISE ACKLEY is a native of McArthur, Ohio, where she graduated as valedictorian of her 
high school class. She entered Ohio State University in 1933 where she was elected to the Freshman, 
Literary, Latin and Education honoraries and Phi Beta Kappa. In addition, she was a member of the 
University Chorus, Women’s Glee Club and A Cappella Choir. In 1937 she graduated with a dual degree, 
Bachelor of Arts Cum Laude and Bachelor of Science in Education with Distinction, having completed 
five years of work in four with a dual major in French and Latin. 
 
She returned to McArther High School to teach languages, sociology and psychology. During the 
summers she continued with graduate work at Ohio State and received her Master of Arts degree in 
Guidance with emphasis on personnel and counseling. In 1942 she was to join the office of Dean of 
Women at Ohio State but was persuaded by Stan Martin that Granville’s need for a language teacher was 
much greater than Ohio State’s need for another graduate assistant. On her first evening in town she was 
introduced to Jere Ackley, whom she married almost eight years later, June 11, 1950. 
 
Mrs. Ackley has taught both of her major subjects, Latin and French, each of her 26 years at Granville 
High School. She also taught a Beginning French class at Denison University in 1945-46. When asked 
why she did not stay in college teaching, she answered that she prefers the enthusiasm, interest and 
eagerness of high school-age children. Each summer she works on new materials and expanded 
techniques for language teaching. She spent one summer studying in Philadelphia before adopting the 
present aural-oral approach for the seventh and eighth grades in French. Her classes have always been 
conducted on the basis of learning by doing, wherein one hundred percent participation is the key device. 

— The Rotator 
Aug. 19, 1968 
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1969 
 

Carl Frazier, James Bone, Blanche McWilliams 
 
The Service Above Self Award was given by Granville Rotary Club to three Granville citizens — Carl 
Frazier, James Bone and Blanche McWilliams, for outstanding service to their community. 
 
“From Janitor to Bank President” might be the title for a Horatio Alger story if were not the true story of 
Carl Frazier. In presenting the award to Frazier, Dr. Allen Avery paraphrased a terse sentiment by 
commenting that to make a dream come true one must work, and work is just what Carl has done most of 
his life.” 
 
His father, Walter Frazier, county commissioner in Muskingum County where Carl was born, died when 
his son was seven. His mother remarried and moved to Newark where Carl carried two paper routes while 
going to high school. His mother died shortly after he graduated, and he and his sister, Dorothy (Mrs. 
George Stuart) came to Granville in 1932 to live with an aunt, the late Pearl Pierson. 
 
Carl found a job as janitor of the Peoples State Bank and in spite of the depression was determined to go 
to college. As a third generation Denisonian, he graduated in 1937 while continuing his job at the bank, 
where he began an association that carried him through every office to the presidency. 
 
From 1943-45 Frazier served in the U.S. armed forces overseas and returned to pick up his work at the 
bank. In 1949 he married Elizabeth Pierce White, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Pierce. They have one 
son, Gregory. It was through his stepson, Terry White, that he first became interested in athletics. 
 
Frazier was a member of the American Bankers Association and is chairman of the savings committee of 
the National Association of Bank Auditors and Comptrollers, a member of Ohio Bankers Association and 
of the Central Ohio Conference of the NABCA, where he served as president and director. 
 
In community affairs Frazier has been generous with his time as co-chairman of the Community Chest, 
president of Granville Rotary, member of Masonic Lodge, treasurer of the Athletic Association and 
member of Business Men’s board of directors of the Licking County United Fund. 
 
The Frazier family is associated with the First Presbyterian Church where Carl has also given generously 
of his time as deacon, elder, trustee, treasurer of the church and chairman of the building committee for 
the education building. In an ecumenical capacity he is a member of the board of the Ohio Baptist 
Corporation. 
 
As a Denison alumnus he has been active in the affairs of his fraternity, Phi Gamma Delta and of the 
Licking County Alumni Association, of which he has been president, and a member of the Denison 
Alumni Council. 
 
Dedicated hard work for the bank, Granville Township and county has made Carl Frazier a highly 
respected citizen. 
 
JAMES BONE 
 
Sidewalk planting of evergreen shrubbery and flowers suitable to the season from early spring to late fall 
have added much to the beauty of Granville, a New England-style village in Ohio setting. Responsible 
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for making the village one of the most picturesque in the state is Jim Bone, one of the recipients of the 
Service Above Self Award. 
Bone has not confined his community interest to sidewalk planting. As owner of the James Store he has 
given the store an attractive New England bow window and has constantly urged other business men to 
keep the village in the New England tradition. He was president of the Granville Merchants Association 
for many years. 
 
As a member of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Bone has served as vestryman, junior and senior warden 
and has been the representative for St. Luke’s on the Granville Council of Churches. He has also served 
as counselor at the Wilderness Day Camp for children. Through his store he has helped many young 
people at Denison with jobs and as a counselor to help them find themselves. His interest is not confined 
to young people, for he is a frequent visitor at the County Home on Lancaster Road to give encouragement 
and help to older folks living there. 
 
Bone was born in Columbus in 1916 and graduated from the Bexley schools and Ohio State University, 
where he became a member of Beta Theta Pi social fraternity. He served in the Navy during World War 
II and was captain of a submarine chaser in the South Pacific. While in the Navy he attended Harvard and 
Columbia universities. In 1911 he married Ann Minneman of Columbus. The Bones have a daughter, 
Diane, who is married and living in New York City. 
 
BLANCHE McWILLIAMS 
 
On the Distaff side, Mrs. Blanche McWilliams was honored with the award for her activities in church 
and community affairs. As a devoted church worker, she has taught a Sunday School class for a quarter 
of a century, been an active helper with the young people of the church and with the Vacation Bible 
School each year. Her activities extended to the women’s work as circle leader and with special interest 
in spiritual life and Christian outreach. She is a dominant figure in the Community Prayer Group and in 
the Granville Fellowship. 
 
Mrs. McWilliams was one of the state organizers of the WCTU. She has been president of the county and 
local chapters of WCTU and King’s Daughters. 
 
She is a native of Chatham, Ohio, and attended Chatham High School, Ohio Wesleyan University and 
Newark Business College. Before her marriage to Ora McWilliams she worked at the Heisey Glass 
Company office. She contributed volunteer work at Republican headquarters and served as a speaker for 
the Farmer’s Institute. She was active in 4-H Club work and was instrumental in the establishment of the 
first camp at Black Hand Gorge. 
 
After her husband’s death Mrs. McWilliams moved to Granville where her interests immediately were 
focused on the Centenary United Methodist Church and community activities. In addition to providing 
for her children Katherine (Mrs. Stanley Martin), Elizabeth (Mrs. Robert Baker) and Robert, now living 
in Cleveland, she consented to take a boy from the Children’s Home in Newark for a month and gave him 
a foster home for eight years. 
 
For the past several years Mrs. McWilliams has served each summer as a house mother at one of the 
cottages at the Methodist Camp in Lancaster. 

— Alma Utter 
The Newark Advocate 

July 14, 1969 
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1970 
Catherine “Kate” Van Ness 

 
Our Service Above Self program was capably handled by Buck Sargent. The recipient this year was Mrs. 
D. E. (Catherine) Van Ness, the mother of Rotarian Tal Van Ness. Mrs. Van Ness is well known in the 
Newark and Granville communities for her work in the fields of religious education and youth 
rehabilitation. Tal presented the certificate of award to his mother. 

— The Rotator 
June 29, 1970 

 
 
Catherine “Kate” Van Ness was honored posthumously in a November 2014 program following her 
passing at the age of 98, in 2002. (Thanks to Beth Price for recalling the recognition, a printed copy of 
which was filed in the First Presbyterian Church archives.) 
 

KATIE VAN NESS 
 
If you have children in the church who go to Sunday school… if you’ve had a baby in the nursery or a 
child in the preschool room… if you’ve been to Trip’s or Karen’s or my office… you have Katie Van 
Ness to thank.  
 
Katie was originally a member of 2nd Presbyterian Church in Newark, Ohio, but when her family moved 
to Granville she became a member here. She was petite, attractive, bouncy, and lots of fun. She was a 
natural leader and a do-er. Some would say she was a force to be reckoned with. She was President of the 
Monday Talks Club in Newark, and was active in Presbyterian Women at the Presbytery level as well as 
locally. She liked to encourage women to keep a jar of coins on top of their fridge and add whatever was 
left at the end of the week – that everyone can do extra mile giving.  
 
But the biggest impact she made on this church was as Christian Education Director. No one recalls 
exactly which years those were. She began when Bill Quigley was pastor – perhaps around 1960 - and 
continued for several years after Gary Angleberger came in 1964. It was when John and Annalou 
Campbell had little ones and Norm and Janie Drakes’ children were around junior high age. She started 
the Christian Education program as we know it today. She was great at getting others to help with Sunday 
School and youth fellowship groups.  
 
She also knew the church needed a Christian Education building desperately. It’s hard to imagine now, 
but the church was just the sanctuary building in those days. The building ended where these doors are 
now. Fellowship hall, the kitchen and the Sunday school rooms were right underneath us. Beyond these 
walls was a street, and beyond that several houses.  
 
There were many in the church who didn’t see much need for it; after all, they’d been doing fine for years 
without it. The men who were on Session weren’t keen on it. They would have to buy the houses and tear 
them down, they would have to get a design people could agree on and the village would approve, they 
would have to build a new parking lot, and they would have to raise a huge amount of money. None of 
that sounded very appealing to the ruling elders in those days.  
 
But enough people caught the vision that we have the Christian Education building we enjoy today. 
Several families stepped up with substantial gifts to make it possible – Hubert Robinson left money to the 
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church in his will; Oese Robinson gave a gift in memory of her parents, and Alice Lytle in memory of 
her parents and her husband; and others, like the Kiers, gave generously to the project as well.  
 
The cornerstone was laid in 1967. They had to compromise – the street would still go through between 
the main building and the new Christian Education building. The construction would create a mess – for 
a while the Sunday school classes met in the medical building on Weaver Drive. But the Christian Ed 
building went up, and the children moved in.  
 
Without Katie Van Ness, it might never have been.  
 

* * * * * 
 
Beth and T. David Price also recall that Kate and her husband, Earl, adopted a teenager from Korea named 
Woonsin Chu during the 1950s. Woonsin was in Beth’s high school class during the mid-1950s and was 
a good friend of Beth’s. She said Woonsin eventually became Ohio State University football Coach 
Woody Hayes’ private secretary. 
 
The Prices also said Kate was active in the Way For Youth, Inc., program near Newark, which provided 
a home for boys determined to be “on the verge of delinquency because of the lack of a proper home life,” 
according to the Newark Advocate. They resided in Canaday House, described as a half-way house where 
youths are placed before being exposed to a state correctional institution. Kate joined the Way For Youth 
board in 1969, according to the Advocate. 
According to her grandson, Dan Van Ness, Kate was also involved in the 1810 House in 1969, a restored 
old home on Granville’s far east side, where arts and crafts were sold to raise funds for the Way For Youth 
Canaday House. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
September 2020 
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Dr. Allen Avery 
Service Above Self 

Award 
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1971 
 

Helen Dunfield, G. Fred Eisele 
 
Granville Rotarians named two distinguished citizens of the community, Helen Dunfield and G. Fred 
Eisele, to be the first recipients of the newly named W. Allen Avery Service Above Self Award. 
 
Dunfield and Eisele became the 25th and 26th persons to receive the award, begun in 1963, but officially 
re-named Monday to honor the memory of the longtime physician who passed away last year. 
 
In reporting the Rotary board’s action in naming the service award permanently for the late Dr. Avery, 
Harold “Buck” Sargent noted Dr. Avery’s 20 years of dedicated service to Rotary, for which he was 
president in 1966-67. 
 
In Mrs. Dunfield’s citation Sargent told of her many civic contributions, activities and functions, paying 
particular attention to the leadership she has given to the Baptist Church, the Thrift Shop and the Granville 
Fellowship. She is also past president of P.E.O and the Granville Music Club and was recently named 
trustee of the Granville Foundation. 
 
Sargent then asked her husband Burton Dunfield, director of admissions at Denison University, to make 
the presentation as Mrs. H. C. Hubbard, Mrs. Dunfield’s mother from Berlin, Mass., and their daughter, 
Mrs. David (Brenda) Johnson and her husband, from Cornell, N.Y., looked on. 
 
In the presentation to Eisele, Sargent noted: the recipient’s 26 years with Pure and Union Oil companies, 
his war production board experience during World War II, his service with a number of state and regional 
air and water agencies, long tenure (12 years) on village council and that he was former president of both 
Rotary and the Granville Library Board, of which he was 15-year member. 
 
Mrs. Fred (Betty) Eisele presented the plaque to her husband. 
 

The Granville Sentinel 
June 30, 1971 
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1972 
 

Harry Forsythe 
 
 
Granville Rotary Club’s Service Above Self Award was presented to J. Harry Forsythe by Harold Sargent. 
 
Forsythe was born in Luray, Ohio in 1886 and graduated from Granville High School in 1905 and from 
Denison University in 1909. He became a teacher, and in 1919 an agent for Grange Mutual Insurance 
Co., where he advanced to district manager, a position he held until his retirement. 
 
Forsythe continued an active interest in Grange work and was a member of Laylin Grange for over 50 
years. He is the oldest past master in Licking County. He is also the oldest member of Licking County 
Pomona Grange and held local and state offices. He is a 50-year member of the Masonic Center Star 
Lodge 11 of Granville and is a 32nd degree Mason. He is a charter member of the Granville Conservation 
Club and has served as a school board member. 
 
Forsythe has been a member of Centenary United Methodist Church for over 50 years and served as 
Sunday School superintendent. For many years he helped support a refugee girl in Korea, is now helping 
a theological student, and provided the money for a local girl to go to Explo 72. He is active in helping 
senior citizens. 

— Alma Utter 
The Newark Advocate 

June 27, 1972 
 
 
WINNER OF ROTARY CLUB’S 1972 “Service Above Self” award is J. Harry Forsythe, 86, as an 
outstanding senior citizen whose interests have ranged over church work, Grange, lodge, youth activities 
and for assisting other senior citizens to attend functions they might otherwise miss. 
 
For many years he supported a refugee girl in Korea and, this year, helped a local girl attend Explo 72 in 
Dallas, Texas. He is now helping to put a theological student through school. 
 
In making the presentation, Rotarian Harold Sargent described Forsythe as “a living Christian example 
for others to follow.” 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 29, 1972 
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1976 
 

Philomena “Mike” Piper 
 
Philomena Michael Piper has been awarded the 1976 Allen Avery Service Above Self Award by the 
Granville Rotary Club. 
 
Mike, as she is known to all in Granville, is the mother of five children — four boys and one girl. 
 
However, beyond that she always has time for others. Her single-handed development of a physical fitness 
program for older citizens, which she conducts weekly as part of the Sinnett House program, has proven 
very beneficial and popular. 
 
The class members, mostly in the 70-85 age bracket, enjoy good health, are able to participate in daily 
activities; are alert, independent and have broad interests. 
 
Nor are Mike’s interests solely vested in that program or in individuals of that particular age group, but 
also in children with learning disabilities whom she has voluntarily tutored. 
 
In addition, she devotes a tremendous number of hours as a volunteer in the Twig 6 Thrift Shop of Licking 
Memorial Hospital and this past year served as co-chairman of that shop, a responsibility that meant the 
complete operation of a business whose profits solely benefit the hospital.  
 
She is also active in the Church of St. Edward the Confessor. Mike has great compassion for animals and 
birds as well as humans. She has a more-than-average interest in environmental conditions and is also an 
amateur ornithologist. She is an enthusiastic sportswoman with a special interest in tennis, a sport at which 
she is especially proficient.  
 
Mike, who was born in Denver, Colo., is the daughter of a former governor of New Mexico who is now 
a rancher with 11,000 acres raising cattle, palomino horses and sheep. She attended the University of 
Denver and for two years was an airline stewardess. 
 
Mike and her husband Keith, who is a coach at Denison University, have resided in Granville the past 26 
years. 
 

-- The Granville Sentinel 
July 8, 1976 
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1977 
 

Rodger R. Smith, Richard A. Pheneger 
 
 
Granville Rotary honored two men at its Monday meeting at the Granville Inn. Rod Smith and Dick 
Pheneger, both employees at the Granville Lumber Co., were awarded Rotary’s Allen Avery Service 
Above Self Award for their quick actions that saved the life of a co-worker, David Rutledge, in a recent 
accident. 
 
The trio had been installing storm windows at a home in Union Township when Rutledge placed an 
aluminum ladder against a primary power line. The severe shock knocked Rutledge unconscious, and 
only the efforts of Smith and Pheneger, using chest massage techniques and mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation, kept him alive for the 18 minutes it took for the Buckeye lake emergency squad to arrive. 
 
Rodger Reed Smith graduated from Granville High School in 1966, and served in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 
1968-74. He is married to the former Janet Tavener. He has been very active in the Little League program, 
serving as manager of several teams, commissioner of the Mound City Little League, and president of 
Coaches and Commissioners in 1975. 
 
He is a member of Centenary United Methodist Church, Center Star Lodge No. 11 F&AM, American 
Legion Post No. 398 and the Licking County Homebuilders Association. 
 
Richard Allen Pheneger is a 1948 graduate of GHS and served in the Army. He is a charter member of 
the Granville Kiwanis Club and is now serving on the board of directors. He is currently chairman of the 
12th district of the Ohio Lumber Dealer’s Association. 
 
He has been employed at the Granville Lumber Company since its founding in 1950 with time out for 
Uncle Sam. He is currently assistant manager of the lumber yard. He and his wife, Ruth Annarino, have 
two daughters and a son, Todd, age 10. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 16, 1977 
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1979 
 

Cynthia and Walter Krause 
 
 
The Allen Avery Service Above Self award, presented by Granville Rotary, is being shared this year by 
a local couple -- Cynthia and Walter Krause. 
 
Walter “Tock” Krause’s service to the Granville community began even before his graduation from 
Denison University when he won the Kussmaul Award for his service to the community as a DU student. 
 
During college and even now, Krause has been a member of the Granville Volunteer Fire Department 
and served several years as its president. He has taken extensive training in first aid, assisted in the 
emergency room of the hospital and has spent countless hours teaching CPR to local groups. 
 
He was born in Granville, graduated from Kiski School in Saltsburg, Pa., Denison University and the 
New England Institute in Boston, Mass. He has served in the Navy Air Corps, attending schools in 
Memphis, Tenn., Norman, Okla., and Hutchinson, Kan. 
 
Krause has participated in Boy Scout activities and served as student manager for many sport teams at 
Kiski, Granville High School and Denison. He is employed by the Granville school system. 
 
Cynthia Krause has devoted many hours to the Granville Fellowship, serving on the board of trustees, 
acting as a program coordinator on a part-time basis and generally helping in the work of the Fellowship. 
 
She has also been very active in the Presbyterian Church, having just completed a term as president of 
the women’s society. She has taught in the church school and has served as advisor to her sorority, Phi 
Beta Phi. She has also been a member of Licking Memorial Hospital Twig 6 and an officer of PEO. 
 
As usual, this year’s winners were not aware that they were to receive the award until the Rotary luncheon 
on June 4 when Mrs. Walter E. Krause presented her son and daughter-in-law with the certificates. 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 14, 1979 
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1982 
 

Josephine Krause, Tom Sawyer 
 
The Granville Rotary Club presented its Dr. Allen Avery Service Above Self award to Josephine “Joe” 
Krause and posthumously to Tom Sawyer. 
 
Josephine (or Joe, as she is known to her friends), who worked in the Denison University registrar’s office 
for a number of years, is presently the coordinator for the Granville Fellowship car (since 1972), 
responsible for supplying rides to senior citizens who are without transportation. 
 
Since she moved to Granville in 1924 she has been actively involved with the community and has a long 
string of accomplishments. She graduated from Denison University in 1928 and Rotary says she was the 
first kindergarten teacher in Granville, although she said she has not been able to verify that. “Just say I 
taught in the old school,” she laughed. 
 
She is a member of the First Presbyterian Church where she served on the Board of Trustees and been 
active in many other activities and committees. She is a member of the Delta Delta Delta sorority where 
she has held several offices and was the recipient of the sorority’s Earnestine Block Grigsby Award. 
 
Joe has been block chairman for such campaign drives as the American Cancer Society, United Appeal, 
Heart Fund, March of Dimes and Leukemia Foundation. She was a member of the Granville Library 
Board during the construction of the new addition and was a member of the Granville Board of Education 
during the construction of the new elementary school. During World War II she was in charge of the 
knitting projects in Granville for the American Red Cross and has served on the Girl Scouts local and 
county scout councils. While active with the Scouts she was on the planning committee for Camp 
Wakatomica. 
 
“I was quite surprised, but very pleased,” Joe said of her Service Above Self Award. “It was very 
thoughtful of the Rotary.” 
 
Of all the accomplishments Tom Sawyer left behind upon his death earlier this year, his favorite was 
perhaps his membership in the Baptist Church in Granville. In his affiliation with the church he was an 
active member of the Board of Christian Education, spent three years as a member of the Board of 
Deacons, two terms on the Pulpit Committee, seven years as a counselor to the high school youth group, 
two years on the church council, was a member of the governing board and the visitation team, the church 
growth committee and the worship committee. 
 
Tom also spent eight years as a coach with the Granville Little League program, was a Webelos Scout 
den master, a staff member for the Crisis Center-Drug Forum, a member of the Granville Development 
Committee and was elected to the Granville Board of Education last November. A 1952 graduate of 
Granville High School, he was married to the former Nancy Hunt and was the father of two children, 
Timothy, a student at Miami University, and Michelle, a student at Granville High School. He was a letter 
carrier for the Granville Post Office for 28 years. 
 
Accepting the award on behalf of Tom, Nancy said she and the children were “really proud to accept this 
award. Tom would have been honored.” 

— The Granville Sentinel 
May 27, 1982 



 

31 

  

1983 
 

Ruth Jeanne,  Richard L. Vockel,  Dr. Wallace G. Chessman 
 
The 1983 Dr. Allen W. Avery Service Above Self awards were announced and individuals honored during 
the June 20 meeting of the Granville Rotary Club. 
 
Dr. Christopher Avery reviewed the prerequisites of the recipients, which revolves around their 
outstanding service to the community and to fellow citizens. The award was established in the spring of 
1963. The last 20 years have seen 36 recipients including the three honored this year. 
 
Harold “Buck” Sargent gave an impressive biographical sketch and introduced Ruth Jeanne as a recipient. 
To help celebrate the occasion, Ruth’s Methodist Marimba Band entertained with three selections. 
 
Interests ranging from church work to youth activities to community and school affairs have kept Ruth in 
the forefront of Granville events. 
 
A graduate of Northwestern University with a degree in music, Mrs. Jeanne taught and performed in 
marimba bands before leaving the professional field for a career as a wife and mother. 
Moving to Granville in 1959 when her husband was transferred to Columbus by Western Electric, Ruth 
started teaching string instruments to local musicians. 
 
Today she directs a marimba band in Granville and is active in the Methodist Church, Granville Music 
Club, Licking County Orchestra and any music groups who need a stand-in. 
 
• Richard L. Vockel was the second recipient, introduced and announced by Myron Rutledge. 
A cum laude graduate of Lehigh University with a degree in mechanical engineering, Vockel came to the 
Granville area in the early 1950s to explore oil leases in eastern Licking County. 
During his early days in Granville he devoted many hours to his love of baseball by managing and 
coaching the J. R. Poste Little League team. 
 
In addition to his work, Vockel has served as president of Granville Rotary, vice-chaired the Granville 
Charter Commission, and was a member of the Granville Board of Education for 10 years, serving as 
president for three years. 
 
He was a member of the Granville Village Council, chairman of the campaign to establish the Licking 
County Joint Vocational School and chairman of the Central Ohio Technical College Development 
Committee for three years. He has been active in the Masons and as a vestryman in the Episcopal Church. 
He presently is chairman of the board for the Central Trust Company of Central Ohio. 
 
• Dr. Wallace G. Chessman was the third recipient, introduced by Tyler Smith. 
 
A graduate of Harvard University, Chessman began teaching history at Denison University in 1950. 
During the uncertain academic years of the Korean War, Dr. Chessman worked for the Department of 
State in Washington, D.C., from 1951-52, returning to Denison in the fall of 1953. 
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Chessman served the community in many ways. Active in his church and a former member of the 
Granville Library Board, he is also involved in the Granville and Licking County historical societies. He 
is a former president of the P.T.A. and the Granville Rotary Club. 
 
Most importantly, Chessman has brought a special recognition to the community by authoring four books. 
 
Chessman was honored twice during his career with Fulbright teaching scholarships. His retirement from 
Denison has only caused minor adjustments in his 30-year routine. Professor Emeritus of History at 
Denison, he can be found on the campus each day sharing with fellow professors and students or collecting 
historical data in the library. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 30, 1983 

 

1986 
Dr. Richard Cartnal 

The Dr. Allen Avery Service Above Self Award was presented to special guest Dr. Richard Cartnal by Buck Sargent 
(on May 19). 
 
Dr. Cartnal graduated from The Ohio State University with a degree in Dentistry. He served as a captain in the Air 
Force and then opened his dental office in Granville in 1963. 
 
Dick Cartnal has been very active in the community and has given richly of his time and resources. Dick is a 
member of the Centenary United Methodist Church where he has served on the pastoral parish committee, as trustee, 
on the finance committee, taught Sunday School and served in other capacities. Dick started the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes at the high school and is very active in the Full Gospel Businessmen’s Fellowship. 
 
Beyond his family, one of Dick’s real loves is baseball. He played four years at OSU and coached a number of 
teams, including the Newark Oilers, the Babe Ruth World Series teams, American Legion teams and ran the 
Recreation Commission Clinic. The last two years he has helped coach the Granville High School baseball team. 
 
Dr. Cartnal says his greatest satisfaction from coaching is to see many of his players receive college scholarships 
and financial aid due to baseball. 

— The Rotator 
June 2, 1986 
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1987 
Jeannette Drake 

Jeannette “Janie” Drake was presented the Granville Rotary Allen Avery Service Above Self Award on 
June 29 by Rotarian Harold “Buck” Sargent. 
 
Janie Drake was honored for her work on three fronts aiding disabled youths and adults. 
 
She taught for 11 years at the E. S. Weiant Starlight School, in Newark, for 11 years — seven of them 
teaching a class of multi-handicapped students, many in wheel chairs, where their parents were given 
advice on how to care for their children at home. The school gave parents of children with developmental 
disabilities an educational choice. 
 
Drake also served for 25 years on the Moundbuilders Guidance Center, formerly known as ARC, which 
assists individuals with mental health challenges. 
 
She also served on the board for the Center for Disabilities Services, which provides programs for people 
with disabilities. 
 
Drake was also active in the First Presbyterian Church in Granville, including a role as elder. 
 
Drake was born in Newark and graduated from Newark High School. She graduated from Denison 
University in 1940 with a degree in the History of Art. While attending a Design school in New York City 
she met her husband-to-be, Norman Drake, whom she married in 1942 while he was in the armed services 
in the Signal Corps during World War II. While he was in the service she lived with her mother-in-law in 
Waco, Texas. 
 
After the war the Drake family, including children Barbara, Lawrence and Robert, moved to Austin, 
Texas, where Norman held a position with a textbook company. They moved to Granville in 1960 after 
he accepted a job in Columbus. 
 
At the time of this interview, Janie Drake is 101 years old, living in the Kendal at Granville retirement 
community. 

— Charles A. Peterson 
July, 2020 
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1988 
 

Tom Gallant 
 
The Granville Rotary Club has presented Tom Gallant the Dr. Allen Avery Service Above Self Award for 
Tom’s unselfish work and service to the Granville Community. 
 
“I’m people-oriented and I like to work with people. I like to organize things and see things completed,” 
Tom said of his many hours of community service. “There is satisfaction in seeing a project completed to 
the best of my abilities. There is a feeling of satisfaction that you’re working with people and hopefully 
accomplishing things.” 
 
“Family, church, community and university. As a quadrangle of responsibilities and obligations, I’ve done 
my best to try to hold up the four corners of that quadrangle – with family being the most important,” he 
explained as he talked about his priorities. 
 
A 1946 graduate of Willis High School in Delaware, Ohio, Tom took a B.A. from Ohio Wesleyan 
University and earned a M.Ed. from the University of Maryland and an Ed.D. from Western Reserve 
University in 1965. Before coming to Denison in 1965 he had served as both a teacher and high school 
and elementary principal. 
 
Tom holds the rank of full professor and is chair of the Department of Education at Denison and notes, 
“Teacher education and development of teachers is probably one of the most important tasks I’ve been 
involved with.” 
 
While he said he always enjoyed this work in the elementary and secondary schools, he said, “I’ve always 
had the desire to finish my doctorate; and when that was accomplished, college-level teaching seemed to 
be a natural step.” 
 
Many superintendents hold doctorates, he noted, but for him he believed such a position would be “too 
far from actual education and interaction with students. This is another level and another challenge.” 
 
In addition to his work at Denison, Tom spent about six years as Mayor of Granville, has also served the 
community as vice mayor, a member of the village council, a member of the Development Commission, 
is a member of the Rotary Club, was president of the Granville-Union PTA and was a member of the Boy 
Scout Troop 34 committee. He is also very active in the First Presbyterian Church. 
 
“I became active in the PTA because we had five children, all of whom were going to be in the Granville 
schools,” he said. The church activities he calls “a part of my up-bringing and a part of my life. I’ve always 
been active in the church – as a youth, during my service time, in Huron, and now here.” 
 
But it is his family he talks about the most. Now that the children are grown, he and his wife Myra, spend 
as much time as possible at a cottage they own in the eastern part of the state, “spending quite a bit of 
time puttering around,” he said with a smile. He explained their time is spent fishing, canoeing, on their 
boat, swimming, and ice skating. He said the weekends become “like a mini-vacation.” 
 
He is also an avid handball player, getting in games as often as three mornings a week, and with a big 
laugh, he asks, “Would you believe I was the starting quarterback?” when he was in high school. He 
played football, basketball and track while in school. Still a sports fan, Tom said he believes young people 
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can learn more from sports than just the plays and how to shoot a ball through a hoop. Apparently, he 
instilled the love of sports in his children. One of his sons, Rick, is now the head basketball coach at 
Millersport High School. 
 
But it was not his work at Denison or his love of family that earned Tom the Service Above Self Award. 
It was his community service, and he admits, “I don’t often say no. I find it difficult to say no when I’m 
asked to do things.” 
 
Tom Gallant has, and undoubtedly will, contribute much to his community, his family, his church and his 
university. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 2, 1988 
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1989 
 

Iris Hicks, Erma Rutledge 
 
Iris Hicks and Erma Rutledge were recipients of the Granville Rotary Club’s Allen Avery Service Above 
Self Award at the club’s meeting last Monday. 
 
Iris Hicks, RN and BSN, has assisted with the nursing program at Central Ohio Technical College for the 
past 17 years both as an instructor and lab technician. She has served as an inspiration to more than 800 
students of that school who have had the good fortune to be taught and advised by her. 
 
Prior to her involvement with COTC, Mrs. Hicks was active in the Granville Parent Teacher Organization, 
was a kindergarten teacher at the First Presbyterian Church, and has worked for many years with the 
Granville Fellowship. Mrs. Hicks’ accomplishments were elaborated on during the presentation by Jeanne 
Drake, who spoke of her contributions to the Presbyterian Church; Edna Coverdale, department head at 
COTC, and Betty Phenegar of the Centenary United Methodist Church. 
 
Erma Rutledge moved to Granville in 1950 when her husband became manager of the Granville Lumber 
Co. She graduated from Ohio State University with a degree in Home Economics and has used that degree 
and 39 years of experience to become what could be called a professional volunteer. 
 
She has served the community as a substitute teacher, as a member of various committees and boards 
ranging in purpose from building the Christian Education Building to serving as secretary of the library 
board. 
 
She has been instrumental, through her presence on the board, in making and keeping the College Town 
House the fine facility that it is. The Sinnett House has also benefitted from her skills as an organizer and 
fundraiser, and her work with the Granville Fellowship has been deeply appreciated by all those involved. 
 
Mrs. Rutledge has been called one of “Granville’s best goodwill ambassadors” and is well-known for her 
warm welcomes to new residents of the community. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 15, 1989 
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After a year at the University of Minnesota, Mr. Alrutz came to Denison University in 1952 with his wife 
of six years, Wilma, and new daughter, Gloria. 
 
Little did he know that he was beginning a 38-year career of teaching, research, pioneering, environmental 
activism, resource conservation and community service. 
 
His vision and love for science provided the influence and direction for the Denison Homestead Project 
and the Biological Reserve. He also worked on the establishment of Sugar Loaf Park and organized the 
Boy Scout Explorer Group in Granville. 
 
His hand in conservation, environmental care, and national preservation has influenced many through 
education programs and councils at every level, it was noted at the Rotary meeting. 
 
Alrutz retired from Denison in 1990. Today he and his wife are still active members of the community 
and their church. The especially enjoy investing time in their three grandchildren. 
 
At the Rotary luncheon, George Gilbert of Denison made some remarks on Alrutz’s work on the 
Homestead project, the Biological Reserve and the district science fair; and Jack Milleman spoke about 
the professor’s work with people, particularly through the Pilgrim Lutheran Church. 
 
Well-known and respected as a member of the community, Mrs. Roberts, widow of late husband Ed 
Roberts, has resided in Granville for many years and has watched her five children grow up here. Her 
daughter, Anne Roberts Ormond; son, Ned Roberts; and daughter, Sally Roberts Gordon live here still.  
 

 

Robert W. Alrutz and Mary S. Roberts 
were honored by the Rotary Club of 
Granville with the Service Above Self 
Award at the Granville Inn, June 22. 
 
A native of Pennsylvania, Alrutz was 
honored for his research , teaching and 
influence in the science community. He 
has been teaching in the sciences since 
the early 1950s. 
 
After earning a bachelor’s degree in 
biology from the University of 
Pittsburgh and spending two years with 
the U.S. Army researching human 
parasitology, Alrutz began pursuing 
masters and doctorate degrees in 
entomology with the intent of 
eventually teaching. 

1992 
 

Robert W. Alrutz and Mary S. Roberts 
 

Mary Roberts is presented the Service Above Self Award by Rotary 
president Larry Parr. 
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A local product herself, Roberts was born in Newark. She graduated from Newark High School and went 
on to attend Stephens and Denison universities.  
 
After World War II, she began her active participation in community affairs, which included service on 
the board of Licking Memorial Hospital, the Granville Foundation and Family Counseling Services. She 
was also involved with volunteer work for Licking Memorial Hospital, the Food Pantry and St. Luke’s 
church. In her spare time, she managed Spring Valley Pool. 
 
Keeping with her service mentality Roberts joined the Peace Corps at the age of 64 and spent two years 
and four months in the Philippines. 
 
Today she is a columnist for The Granville Sentinel, and continues her volunteer work. At the Rotary 
luncheon, her friends Jane Drake and Dick Neff spoke about her compassion, loyalty and enterprising 
spirit. 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 25, 1992 
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Rod and Debbie McPeek Monday became the 1993 
recipients of Granville Rotary Club’s annual Allen 
Avery Service Above Self Award. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. McPeek were honored for their 
outstanding service directing the Granville 
Recreation Commission, according to awards 
chairman Albert Davison, who praised their longtime 
volunteer efforts in enriching the lives of Granville 
residents in all age brackets. 
 
Club members praised the choice of the McPeeks as 
co-recipients of the award, which was not announced 
until the July 12 meeting, at which the McPeeks were 
guests. They were chosen from many deserving 
nominations, according to Davison. The McPeeks are 
directors of the McPeek Funeral Home in Granville. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
July 15, 1993 

 

1993 
 

Rod and Debbie McPeek 
 

The following feature story about the retirement of Rod and Debbie McPeek as Granville Recreation 
Commission co-directors appeared five years later in The Granville Sentinel: 
 
McPEEKS HAND OFF RECREATION BATON 
 
Scheduling. Coordinating. Recruiting. 
 
“Meditating.” 
 
For two decades, Rod and Deb McPeek did those things and more as co-directors of Granville Recreation 
Commission programs. The couple retired this year after spending 1997 tutoring new directors Jerry and 
Lesa Miller. 
 
The job was a perfect fit for the couple, whose career mainstay is the funeral business. But the spaces in 
between funerals and the fact that much of the work couldn’t be done until evening allowed them to 
weave the responsibilities of their sideline into their routine. 
 
“It’s a full-time part-time job,” Rod said from the couple’s kitchen table, where much of their rec. work 
was done. 
 
The directors’ basic responsibilities involve coordinating all recreational, athletic and educational events. 
Registering participants; recruiting umpires, referees and volunteer coaches; hiring instructors; securing 
chaperones; making schedules and coordinating maintenance of facilities were all necessities for the 
1,300 or so participants each year. 

    Rod and Deb McPeek, upon retirement, 1998. 
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And, “Meditating.” 
 
“When we first began, it was a part-time job,” Deb said. “Because of all that’s going on now, we would 
no more get basketball started when we would be starting on baseball.” 
 
In 1977, the rec. commission did not handle Little League baseball, and soccer programs were handled 
by now-retired Denison University soccer coach Ted Barclay. When the McPeeks came aboard, the 
community center on the second floor of the building now housing the Gran-Villa and other businesses 
was still going. 
 
Once the center closed, the rec. commission found itself with baseball and soccer. What’s more, 
neighboring communities of Alexandria, Homer and Croton joined with the Granville Little League 
teams. Basketball offerings expanded when separate girls teams were formed. There are now ten of them 
in addition to boys teams. And the soccer program continued to grow. 
 
That all led to lots of evenings on the phone, Deb explained. “Some weeks we’d probably put in 60 hours 
between the two of us.” 
 
Deb still has nightmares about typing schedules before their first home computer came to the rescue, 
turning a day-long job into one taking about an hour. 
 
About “meditating”. Youth sports presented probably the job’s biggest challenge. Although disputes and 
conflicting philosophies between coaches, umpires and parents were few, they were not unavoidable. The 
McPeeks tried to discourage the win-at-all-costs attitude. “They are recreational leagues,” Deb said. 
 
It was Rod’s job to mediate, however. “He had more patience than I did,” his wife confessed. 
 
Despite those occasional problems, Rod admits, “I’ll probably miss working with the coaches and the 
all-star balloting for baseball. That was kind of fun.” 
 
When the couple was complimented about how well the programs ran, they in turn credited the volunteers 
making it all possible. For Deb, meeting new families bringing their youngsters into programs will be 
missed the most. 
 
Recreation Commission members past and present applauded the McPeeks for their successful tenure. 
 
“They were accessible at all times and extraordinarily responsible,” said Sara Jean Wilhelm, a past-
president. “If you asked them to do something, there was no question they would do it.” 
 
Paul Treece, a current commission member, credited their “extreme dedication.” 
 
“They were very serious in making sure that people who participated in the sports activities, for example, 
had good experiences and that it was done fairly, and that everyone participated,” he said. “They were 
just very dedicated and good at this, and we were to very lucky to have them for two decades.” 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Jan. 22, 1998 
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1994             Jim Cooper 
 
Granville Rotary awarded its Service Above Self honor to local attorney Jim Cooper at its meeting June 
13. Cooper is a partner in the firm of Morrow, Gordon and Byrd in Newark. 
 
Cooper was lauded for his 18 years of service coaching and acting as a role model for Granville’s children 
involved in local baseball programs. He also has been a volunteer coach for six years with the Granville 
middle and high school basketball programs and is the treasurer for the Granville Athletic Boosters club. 
In addition, Cooper has been active with Church of St. Edward the Confessor, Sugar Loaf Foundation, 
Granville Planning Commission, and Newark Catholic High School. 

 
— The Granville Sentinel 

June 16, 1994 
 

1995       Donna L. Tegtmeyer 

 

Granville Rotary Club Monday named Donna L. Tegtmeyer this year’s 
recipient of its annual Allen Avery Service Above Self Award. 
 
Tegtmeyer directs the nation-wide student internship program in the 
Denison University Career Development Office. She has served for 16 
years on the Granville Board of Education and for 10 years on the board 
of the Licking County Joint Vocational School, holding top elected 
offices on both boards. She is a musician, vocalist and accompanist; a 
volunteer for Twig 6 of the Licking Memorial Hospital since 1971, and 
a former business owner in Granville. 
 
Rotarian Andrew Bastone, chairman of the awards committee, 
introduced four speakers who described Tegtmeyer’s association with 
community service. Minister Dwayne Johnson recounted her long-time 
membership in the Methodist Church and its congregation and choir. 
School board member Bob Erhard praised her consistent leadership on 

 

the Granville Board of Education. Superintendent William Mann of the Licking County Vocational 
School described her active tenure on that board. Joan Kent, community leader, listed her many public 
service accomplishments. 
 
Donna and her husband John, have three daughters. Debbie, a graduate of Bucknell, is a grants writer in 
Newark and she and husband Kevin Clouse live in Granville. Judith is the women’s soccer coach and 
assistant basketball coach at St. Olaf College and she and husband Lars Strahmyer live in Northfield, 
Minn. Patty is enrolled in nursing at the University of Iowa and she and husband David Riley live in Iowa 
City. Judith and Patty are both graduates of Denison. 
 
Members of this year’s Rotary Club Service Above Self selection committee were Bastone, Albert W. 
Davison and Robert L. Morris. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 22, 1995 

 

Donna L. Tegtmeyer 



 

42 

  

1996 
Norm Kennedy 

 They say Norm Kennedy is 
habitually late for appointments, 
events and meetings. But the 
flaw didn’t stop him from 
winning the Granville Rotary 
Club’s most prestigious service 
award. 
 
Kennedy, a little red-faced, 
coincidentally was the guest 
speaker for this week’s club 
meeting at the Granville Inn and 
was caught by surprise when 
presented the Service Above 
Self Award. 
 
Shaking off his embarrassment, 
Kennedy thanked Rotarians and 
simply stated, “I know what this 
award means to the Granville 
Rotary Club.” 
 
Kennedy, supporters say, often fills in the short time spans between his regular job as Granville Exempted 
Village School District clerk and Granville Township clerk with volunteer work. 
 
Case in point: Kennedy, the school district clerk, was late for the June 2 Granville High School graduation 
program at Swasey Chapel. But Superintendent Raj Chopra told Rotarians why. Kennedy had come upon 
an individual suffering a heart attack and stopped to assist. 
 
Chopra related that Kennedy, who also found time in the last year to train for the Boston Marathon last 
spring, “wonderfully” offers his “gift of time” to the community. 
 
“With his type of service, he gives dignity to humanity,” Chopra stated. 
 
Former township trustee Paul Treece called Kennedy as “a very talented person.” Taking over the 
township clerk position in 1984, Treece described Kennedy’s effect on the office. 
 
“It’s probably no secret Norm brought order out of chaos when he became clerk,” Treece said. Chopra 
added that his presence as a new school district clerk in 1993 had similar results, helping to make the 
office more accountable. 
 
Treece noted that Kennedy was the first in Licking County to computerize township records and has 
assisted other clerks in doing so. He was twice president of the Licking County Township Clerks 
Association and has also been its vice president. 
 

 
Service Above Self recipient Norm Kennedy flanked by Rotary president Jim 
Patin (left) and Rotarian Al Davison. 
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Kennedy has also been a volunteer fireman in Granville for 23 years, responding to the demands of 
emergencies and undergoing the extensive training required of firefighters. 
 
And his rigorous training as a runner has put him into more than 20 marathons. 
 
Prior to taking the school clerk post, Kennedy was chief financial officer for Hans S. Wee. M.D., Inc., 
from 1991-93. He currently runs his own private consulting-accounting-income tax preparation service. 
He is also executive vice president and director at the Central Trust Co. in Newark. 
 
In addition to being a fireman, Kennedy belongs to the Newark Rotary Club. He’s also been a member of 
the Newark Area Chamber of Commerce, was a charter member of the Licking Memorial Hospital 
Development Board, belongs to the Heart Association where he’s been a board member for five years, 
and was appointed to the fire department dispatch system and 911 system committees by the Licking 
County Commissioners. He also belongs to several professional organizations. 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

June 22, 1995 
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1997 
Flo Hoffman 

 Making sure history is 
documented and retrievable, as 
well as in presentable condition, 
has made a little history for a 
Granville woman, too. 
 
Denison University archivist 
Florence Hoffman, a leader in 
the Granville Historical Society, 
was presented the Granville 
Rotary Club’s highly regarded 
Service Above Self Award at 
Monday’s weekly luncheon 
meeting. 
 
“I’m pleased to be honored by 
this group in particular,” was 
Hoffman’s reply upon receiving 
her plaque. 
 
Hoffman’s organizational 
ability as an archivist for both 
the historical society and 
Denison were prime 
considerations for her winning the honor along with her unwavering leadership in the movement to 
renovate the once-decaying Old Colony Burying Ground, which contained the graves of many of the 
village’s founders. 
 
Granville Township Trustee Eric Jones, among the speakers Monday outlining Hoffman’s achievements, 
testified to her tenacity when, a few short years ago, she asked trustees to direct funds from the Opera 
House fire insurance settlement toward the restoration of “arguably our greatest historical site,” the 
burying ground. 
 
“Flo does well in excess of 90 percent of the board’s work,” he said of the Old Colony board, of which 
he is a member. In fact, he and other board members rarely miss a meeting, out of fear they’ll rile her. 
 
Jones also credited Hoffman with coordinating efforts to raise $4,000 for restoration of the Munson 
Monument at Old Colony. 
 
Current historical society president Dick Daly recounted Hoffman’s importance to that organization. 
 
“I assure you that without this young lady’s mentorship and leadership, things that have been achieved 
over the last year would not have been,” Daily said. 

 
Flo Hoffman and husband, Bill,  at the dedication of an Ohio Historical Marker 
at the Old Colony Burying Ground. 
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Daly gave almost full credit to Hoffman for the Society’s acquisition of the Civil War sword and letters 
of William Henry Harrison Avery, Dr. Avery’s grandfather. 
 
In addition to her archivist work for the society, Hoffman edits its “Historical Times” publication. She is 
a past winner of the society’s Historian of the Year award. 
 
“She guards with a great deal of love, care and attention the society’s photos, documents and maps,” Daly 
said. “She probably knows more about the history of Granville than any single person.” 
 
Retired Denison professor Wally Chessman credited Hoffman essentially with establishing the school’s 
archives, which were in “horrible shape” during his tenure in the job. 
 
Volunteering to help with the archives in 1980 as preparations were made to write a history of the college, 
Hoffman inherited that position. 
 
“The archive we have is largely her work,” Chessman said noting that every photo, journal and note 
associated with the school is in it. “And they are organized so they can be used!” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

June 12, 1997 
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1998 
 

Paul Treece 
 The maestro for the annual Concert on the Green series 
is the winner of the Granville Rotary Club’s Service 
Above Self Award, presented to the retired educator at 
the club’s June 9 meeting 
 
“If you would just imagine how many people over the 
years have enjoyed the Concert on the Green,” said Al 
Davison, who presented the award, illustrating the 
impact of Treece’s volunteer time in the community. 
 
“Paul, you’ve brought a lot to our community,” 
Davison continued. “We thank you for your caring 
energies. You have meant a lot to the Granville 
community.” 
 
Treece took over management of the concert series, 
annually sponsored by the Granville Recreation 
Commission, the Rotary club and others, in its second 
year. He was given the job after he successfully 
managed the final show for the first season, in 1982. 
There generally are seven shows each summer on the 
west lawn of Denison University’s Monomoy Place. 

Treece’s volunteer work reaches deeper into recreation commission activity. He is currently the rec. 
board’s vice president and was its president from 1986-88. He chaired its youth activities board from 
1983-90 and the last two recreation levy promotions.  
 
Treece, a former Granville Township trustee, currently chairs the newly formed Granville Open Space 
Committee, organized after voters okayed a 1-mill tax issue last November for acquisition and 
preservation of green space. He was also treasurer for the levy promotion. 
 
As a Rotarian, Treece was a member of the club’s directors board for three separate terms. 
 
Treece is active in the Granville Historical Society, serving on the programs and nominations committees, 
and was a trustee of the Licking County Historical Society from 1981-87. 
 
He has been a volunteer judge for the Ohio State University-Newark Science Day since 1996, was a 
member of the Cultural Alliance of Licking County, Inc., from 1986-91, was Granville High School junior 
class advisor in 1986-87, and was a member of the Safety Town Founding Committee. 
 
Governmentally, he served as township trustee from 1990-95 and was board president in 1992. He was a 
member of the Licking County Planning Commission from 1992-95. 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

June 18, 1998 
 

 
Paul Treece in 2006, honored as parade marshal for 
the Mile Long Fourth of July parade. 
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1999 
 

Doug Barno 
 
In three third world nations, 
1,725 kids beam with bright 
smiles that were once 
impossible. 
 
The facial surgery that made 
it possible for these grins 
was the work of Drs. Bill 
and Kathy Magee of the 
nationally prominent 
Operation Smile initiative. 
But for the Magees to 
achieve their volunteer 
work, it takes lots of 
donations. 
 
The Magees have a friend in 
Granville’s Doug Barno, 
who upon induction into the 
Granville Rotary Club 10 years ago was swept up with the Operation Smile cause and has been a tireless 
worker for it ever since. 
 
It’s Barno’s devotion to Operation Smile and other Rotary projects that won him the club’s annual Service 
Above Self award last week. 
 
“This is a guy you’ve got to love,” says fellow Rotarian John Tegtmeyer, during presentation of the honor 
during the club’s regular Monday meeting. “His heart is full, and his mind is working all the time. He sees 
only the good things in all of us and wants the best for everyone. He’ll do it himself if nobody else 
volunteers.” 
 
When Barno gets the scent of a good volunteer project, he’s usually first in line to help and he manages 
to get a bunch more people on board, says Tegtmeyer, also a co-worker with him at DSB Marketing 
Group, N.A., a consulting service to the fiber reinforced polymer composites industry which Barno owns 
and operates here. 
 
Barno says his induction into Rotary changed his life. 
 
“It connected me with a network of service-minded people,” he said, crediting people like the Magees. 
 
Barno became involved with Smile when the Magee’s daughter, Bridgette, attended Denison University. 
 
After first hearing about the Magees through Tegtmeyer’s daughter, Patty, a friend of Bridgette, Rotary 
locally raised about $1,200 for Smile in 1989, enough to pay for the surgery for three children. 
 

 

Doug Barno 
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“The Rotary Club was so excited about this,” Barno recalls. “It’s getting hard for a club our size to get 
excited about an international project.” 
 
Bridgette then told her parents about Granville Rotary and Barno’s enthusiasm for the program. First thing 
he knew, Barno and several other club members were on their way to the Philippines joining the Magees 
on one of their missions. 
 
There, Barno talked to Rotary clubs there that were not involved in the program and raised more money. 
 
Through 1991, the club raised funds locally for Operation Smile, but on the advice of member Rob Drake, 
Barno made it a district project, which not only raised more Rotary donations from other clubs but enabled 
the Granville club to attract matching money from the Rotary International level. That brought donations 
up to the $50,000 level. 
 
Barno’s next Smile trip was to Panama with Rotarians Ted Barclay and Mary Lee Van Meter during the 
mid-90s, where he accomplished the same goals as in the Philippines: involving local Rotarians and raising 
more cash. 
 
“He got people to get out their checkbooks and clubs to give their money,” Barclay summarized during 
last week’s award presentation. “He’s a doer, a mover and shaker.” 
 
“We convinced the government. We convinced the social system,” Barno said of the network of volunteer 
organizations down there. 
 
Now, in the club’s eleventh year with the project, Barno and Rotarian Jill Roberts are headed for Fortaleza, 
Brazil, for another venture with the Magees. They leave in August. 
 
“The most amazing lesson out of all this is that a few people can make incredible things happen,” Barno 
concludes. 
 
Barno is usually hot on the trail of a fundraising project, introducing a holiday wreath sales project last 
Christmas. He’s the club’s official Santa and each year organizes the Rotary Valentine Sweetheart Dance 
for members, and the club’s Christmas party. 
 
Barno, sheepishly telling Rotarians last week he’d like to meet the Doug Barno that Tegtmeyer and Barclay 
described, said he looks forward to seeing who future Service Above Self winners will be. 
 
“I think the world gets down to people and what people can be inspired to do,” he said. “All I can say is, 
each one of us has this same opportunity. I look forward to you sharing this same kind of feeling when 
your opportunity comes, too.” 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

July 29, 1999 
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2000 
 

Jim Siegel 
 
Jim Siegel carried his camera with him to 
the Granville Inn last week expecting to 
watch his daughter win recognition for 
her work with the Granville Recreation 
Commission. 
 
By the end of the afternoon he was also 
carrying the distinction of being the first 
Granville Rotary Club Service Above 
Self Award winner of the new century. 
 
Since retiring from Motorists Mutual 
Insurance Co. just under a decade ago, the 
longtime Granville resident has 
volunteered his time to a long list of 
organizations that include the village 
Tree and Landscape Commission, 
Granville Historical Society, Granville 
Tennis Club, Granville Public Library 
Board, Meals on Wheels and over a dozen 
others. 
 

Jim’s explanation on the demand for his expertise from so many groups is very understated. “Once you 
retire, you become fair game for a lot of these groups in need of volunteer help, and I enjoy the work.” 
 
Granville Rotary Club awards chair John Tegtmeyer explained that Jim beat out a half dozen other 
nominees for the award primarily on the strength of over 50 years of public service, with the majority 
benefiting the Granville area. 
 
One of Jim’s current volunteer efforts is in the restoration of an Interurban railway car housed at Newark’s 
Industrial Institute of Technology. According to Jim, the restoration is not going to be an easy one due to 
a former owner’s decision to use the car as a house prior to turning it over to the institute. 
 
Despite the difficulty, Jim is confident that the car will be ready for exhibit by this fall. 
 
Jim considers the work on the railway car to be an interesting, ironic twist of fate. Part of his effort involves 
the removal of much of the original paint that has endured the test of time for the better part of a century. 
 
Jim prefers to believe that the secret to the paint’s longevity is in the expertise of the applicator, who was, 
coincidentally, Jim’s grandfather. He was in charge of the paint department at Jewett Car Works during 
the era in which the car was manufactured. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 29, 2000 

 

 
Jim Siegel, pictured upon his retirement in 2009 as chair of the 
Village Tree and Landscape Commission. 
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FORMER TREE COMMISSION CHAIRMAN 
WINS GARDEN CLUB HONOR 
 
“Thousands of hours”. It’s a phrase used more than once at the Granville Garden Club meeting last week. 
 
Jim Siegel, 83, retired chairman of the village’s Tree and Landscape Commission, was honored with the 
club’s 2011 Distinguished Service Award for — you guessed it — thousands of hours volunteering to 
help make Granville beautiful. 
 
“This man has volunteered thousands of hours,” said Helen Clark, a member of the committee that chose 
the honoree this year. 
 
Many of those hours came during his tenure on the village Tree and Landscape Commission, on which he 
served almost three decades, many of them as chairman. 
 
Clark said Siegel led an effort that led to the planting of 1,000 trees, many of them along a stretch of 
Newark-Granville Road from Spring Hills Baptist Church west to the Church of St. Edward the Confessor, 
when old trees along the road were replaced. 
 
Don Hostetter, the Tree and Landscape Commission’s new chairman, emphasized that because of his 
experience and knowledge on the board, Siegel has been retained on the board in an emeritus status. 
 
It’s probably unknown to most people that Jim has served over 27 years,” Hostetter said. “He knows 
where all of the trees are and all of the problem areas. He’s been a tremendous force in this community 
for many things.” 
 
Siegel explained that he retired two years ago because he believed it was time for someone “with fresh 
thinking and new ideas” to take over. 
 
“It’s a job,” he said of the commission chairmanship. It’s a volunteer job. But there’s a lot to be done.” 
 
Siegal always took it upon himself to maintain Opera House Park, at the corner of Broadway and South 
Main, the project that got him involved with the Improvement Board — the forerunner of the Tree and 
Landscape Commission — in the first place. After the 1982 Opera House fire, he was asked by then-board 
chairman William Chambers to help plan the park that would take the place of the historic structure. 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Feb. 24, 2011 
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2003 
 

Rob Drake 
 
One need not, nor should he, limit his community service to one 
small locale. 
 
More important is simply remembering that such service needs to 
be done. 
 
Those precepts and a handful of role models have kept Granville 
attorney Rob Drake on just such a course. And his community 
contributions earned him one of the Granville Rotary Club’s top 
awards: The Allen Avery Service Above Self honor. 
 
Drake, who earlier this year was named to the Granville High 
School Ace Hall of Achievement, shared his philosophy with 
fellow Rotarians. 
 
“Service doesn’t have to be large,” he said. “Service can be small. 
We have to keep in mind that service needs to be done.” 
 
The challenge for everyone, the 1965 GHS and University of 
Michigan Law School graduate said, is not only to give time for 
community institutions, but to also define the community. 
 
“We ought to be able to set our horizons far enough to see that it 
is the entirety of Licking County,” Drake told fellow Rotarians 
upon receipt of his honor Aug. 18.  

 
Rob Drake 

 
 
Naming his late grandfather, Laurence Krieg, a charter member of the Newark Rotary Club in 1917; and 
his mother, Janie Drake of Granville as inspirations, Drake also credited three who were members of the 
Granville Village Council when he first took a position on that body during the ’70s: Tom Gallant, Carl 
Frazier and the late Richard Mahard. 
 
“If I’ve learned anything about community service, these are the three people from whom I learned it,” 
Drake said. 
 
Gallant, also a Rotarian, said Drake has been active in his church, First Presbyterian, as a teacher, deacon, 
elder, and choir member. He also served on two pastoral search committees, chairing one. 
 
Besides serving as a village council member, he was also the village law director and a vice-mayor. 
 
Gallant also credited Drake with assisting the church in maneuvering through the legalities of relocating 
a street around the church to accommodate a building addition. 
 
“I’ve always admired Rob’s ability to cut through the haze we sometimes experience on village council, 
and state his opinion clearly,” Gallant said. 
 
Tom Martin, outlining Drake’s work with the Granville Historical Society, where he served as board-of- 
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managers president, said he helped that organization through some challenging times. “Since then, the 
historical society has done some good work,” Martin said, noting that Drake has been returned to the 
board of managers. 
 
In his profession, colleague Ann Kennedy describes Drake’s style as one of being friend as well as 
counselor to his clients. 
 
“Rob has a unique ability to take the long view to service his clients by knowing where they have come 
from, knowing their families and their goals, by counseling patience and managing a steady process 
toward the client’s goal,” she said. 
 
Kennedy said Drake has “shared his legal skills with others in the community” through service on the 
Planned Parenthood Board; with the United Way, where he served as a board member and president; on 
the East Mount Community Development Council; and currently serving the Midland Theatre and Dawes 
Arboretum boards. 
 
“I can’t think of anyone who deserves this recognition more than Rob,” Kennedy said, “and, at the same 
time, I can’t think of anyone who would be less likely to seek it.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Sept. 4, 2003 
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2005 
 

Ben Rader 
 
When Gary Yaekle underwent surgery 
seven years ago, a member of the 
community — one he didn’t know very 
well — made his presence felt in an 
unexpected way. 
 
“Every day prior to surgery, I would get 
these short telephone calls — nothing 
long — just, ‘How you doing? Need 
anything?’,” Yaekle said. 
 
“The surgery happened, and the following 
day, in he walked with that big smile and 
the words, ‘When are we going fishing?’” 
 
The individual Yaekle was describing is a 
self-described town curmudgeon, one 
who bears strong convictions in the realm 
of local politics and public affairs and 
makes them known in no uncertain terms 
to those he thinks should know them. 
 

 

Ben Rader is handed the Service Above Self plaque by Rotarian 
Elizabeth Gray. 

But Ben Rader also counsels those suffering addictions and visits prisoners in their jail cells and advises 
young people in the midst of making important life decisions. 
 
For these acts and more, the Granville Rotary Club bestowed upon Rader its prestigious C. Allen Avery 
Service Above Self Award. 
 
Rader, 63, said he accepted the accolade on behalf of the many who do the same things he does. 
 
“There’s hundreds of them all over the country who do that,” the retired businessman said later, seated 
behind his desk in his East College Street office. “I’m just one of many.” 
 
Yaekle’s remarks were made to Rotarians as Rader sat in the audience and slowly began to realize he 
would be the recipient of the surprise honor.  
 
“His presence and being there throughout this time meant the world to me,” he said of the experience with 
the surgery. “I found out later that he called Beth (Yaekle’s wife) every day just to say hello and check to 
see if he could do anything.” 
 
Rotarian Jack Heller said that Rader has “helped more people quietly than anyone I know. When he’s not 
bugging me about something political, he’s on the cell phone.” When Heller asks who he’s talking to, he 
said Rader’s response is “none of your damn business!” 
 

 



 

54 

  

“That was someone crying for help, and Ben was there to help him,” Heller said with certainty. 
 
Rader’s volunteer work centers primarily on recovery for those in 12-step programs both in jail and for 
the Knox-Licking County Mental Health Recovery Board. 
 
Rader and two friends visit the Licking County jail every Monday at 7 p.m. and Wednesday at 1 p.m. 
 
“We meet with the inmates to talk about their recovery program,” Rader said. “We talk about what’s going 
on in their lives and what their problems are.” 
 
Rader, a former owner of the National Trail Raceway near Hebron, tries to help them see the connection 
between their legal offenses and their substance addiction. 
 
“Alcohol or drugs have played a part in their incarceration,” he said. 
 
Licking County Municipal Court Judge John Higgins relates that more than once he’s heard a prisoner 
standing before his bench make reference to “that guy down at the jail.” 
 
“They were talking about Ben,” Higgins said. 
 
Rader has also made stops at the Shepherd Hill Hospital in Newark twice a week for the past 18 years, 
where patients are also in 12-step recovery programs. 
 
He gradually began his volunteer work in this realm during the mid-1980s after he entered a 12-step 
program himself. That’s when he noticed other volunteers and watched what they did. 
 
“There were people ahead of me doing the same things,” he said. 
 
Rader is also credited with providing guidance to high-school and college students as they’re making 
career and life decisions and helping people to complete their education. 
 
One letter read to Rotarians by a writer whose name remained anonymous noted that Rader was present 
recently when soldiers of a Newark-based National Guard unit departed for service in Iraq. 
 
Rader gave credit to his wife, Nadine, for her support in his volunteerism. 
 
Rader defined his work as “unconditional service. There’s nothing in it for you.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

June 23, 2005 
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2006 
 

Jim Gordon 
 
Sometimes “service above self” requires being a pain in the behind. Jim 
Gordon has performed that role quite admirably, says one backer, when 
he helped his church get out of a rough financial period a few years 
back. 
 
Gordon, 80, a longtime Granville resident, found himself in such 
quandaries once or twice during his years of community service. 
Thrown together with all the “good stuff,” the semi-retired attorney 
assembled enough credentials to be awarded the Granville Rotary 
Club’s highest honor. 
 
Gordon received the Allen C. Avery Service Above Self Award, given 
to community members who exemplify serving others over a long 
period of time. 
 
Gordon was chairman of the First Baptist Church finance committee 
when the church was confronted with a six-figure price tag to install 
new heating equipment and insulate the building. 
 
Dave Woodyard, who ultimately succeeded Gordon in that role, 
remembers the situation well. 

 
Jim Gordon 

For a small church to have that kind of unexpected expense is pretty devastating,” he said. “Jim was 
instrumental in working out the arrangements to help us stay balanced.” 
 
That involved saying no to other things, said Woodyard, a church member and chair of the Denison 
University Department of Religion. Woodyard told Rotarians there are three kinds of people in a typical 
church: including those who are “a pain in the butt”. 
 
“Somebody has to consistently say no … that we won’t go into the endowment,” Woodyard said. “Jim is 
the perfect fulfillment of that role because it was his job to manage the finances of the church.” 
 
Woodyard also said that Gordon has filled the shoes of his father, the late Leland Gordon, quite admirably. 
The elder Gordon, a Denison economics professor, was known as a distinguished individual and looked 
up to in the community. 
 
Jim Gordon took on extra duties both in the community and in his profession. He was a member of the 
Granville Board of Education from 1969-1980, serving as board president nine of those years, said Lou 
Mollica, whom Gordon and the board hired as superintendent during that time. 
 
Mollica, also a Rotarian, said Gordon served during a difficult time, which included challenges such as 
high-school student protests against the Vietnam conflict, increasing student drug use and the decision 
over the location of a new high school building. 
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Gordon was also one of three board members 
willing to try to pass a new tax levy that had been 
defeated twice during the early ’70s. It made it on 
the third try. 
 
“Jim was a pillar of strength,” said Mollica, a past 
Service Above Self winner himself. 
 
Fellow attorney Jim Cooper praised Gordon for his 
legal skills – clear and concise questions with a 
purpose to them – and possessing a keen mind. But 
one of the intangibles, Cooper said, is Gordon’s 
ability to motivate. 
 
“Jim has been an outstanding leader,” Cooper said, 
“motivating those around him to get better at what 
they do. You’re motivated and you don’t even know 
you’re being motivated.” 
 
“This guy never quits,” added Dee McSweeney, 
who introduced Gordon as the award winner to 
Rotarians, nothing that he was a director on the 
board of the National Kendal Corp. – the 
organization that build the new Kendal at Granville 
retirement community. Gordon is still a trustee on 
the Kendal at Granville board. 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

May 18, 2006 
 
 

JIM GORDON BIO 
 
LEADERSHIP ROLES 
• Newark Kiwanis Club, president, 1965-66 
• Granville Board of Education, president 9 years 
• United Way of Licking County, president 1972-
74 
• Granville Foundation, president 1991-92 
• Mental Health Association of Licking County, 
president 1986 
• Granville Rotary Club, president 1991-92 
• Newark Second Presbyterian Church, elder 
• Granville First Baptist Church, moderator, 
• National Kendal Corp., director 
• Kendal at Granville Board, trustee, 
 
OCCUPATIONAL POSTS 
• Licking County Bar Association, president 
• Negligence Law Committee of the Ohio Bard 
Association, chair 
 
OCCUPATIONAL HONORS 
• American College of Trial Lawyers Fellow 
• American Bar Association Fellow 
• Ohio Bar Association Fellow 
• American Board of Trial Advocates 
• “Ohio Super Lawyer” award 
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2007 
Ted Barclay 

 When the second- and third-graders of 
Centenary United Methodist Church 
decided to raise money for an automated 
external defibrillator in their education 
building, one parishioner stepped up to 
provide some inspiration. 
 
Retired coach and Naval reservist Ted 
Barclay, who survived a sudden cardiac 
arrest on April 5, 2006, while officiating a 
high-school lacrosse match, told the kids 
and the congregation his story and why 
it’s important to have such equipment 
handy. 
 
Today, the children have raised more than 
$2,000 for the acquisition by collecting 
tabs off soft drink cans and by recycling 
cans, which generated matching funds 
from anonymous donors. 
 
It took the whole congregation to make 
this happen,” said Centenary pastor Steve 
Cramer. 

 
Ted Barclay (right) pictured with Rotary president John Dougherty. 

 
 
As far as the Rotary Club of Granville is concerned, Barclay was the right person from whom to get a 
nudge. For his own contributions to the community overall, the club awarded him its prestigious Allen 
Avery Service Above Self Award. 
 
Barclay, a retired Denison University athletics director and coach who served 37 years in the U.S. Navy 
Reserves, was recipient of the club’s highest honor, one that Rotarian Elizabeth Gray describes as “the 
signature award of the club – and the community.” 
 
The honor has been given each year since the 1960s to an individual who exemplifies service to others 
during a long period of time. Barclay tried to downplay his contributions as he accepted the award. 
 
“I am truly at a loss for words,” he said in front of his fellow Rotarians. “I’m a lightweight compared to 
all of you.” 
 
Barclay’s impact on Denison University athletics was profound. He arrived in 1965 as head men’s soccer 
coach, a post he held for 25 years, and swim team coach. By the time he retired in 2003, he had been 
athletics director; head coach of men’s golf, women’s soccer and tennis; and was an assistant lacrosse and 
cross country coach. 
 
Denison president Dale T. Knobel said that in his travels visiting alumni, Barclay’s name comes up as 
often as any when former students recall treasured professors. 
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“In the end, great coaching is less about the skills imparted than character, values and life lessons,” Knobel 
said, thinking of Barclay more as a teacher. 
 
But Dale Googins, a former DU athletic trainer, stated that many of Barclays athletes were achievers in 
their sports, too. 
 
“He had many, many all-Americans,” Googins said of the hallway at the Mitchell Center where all of 
them are pictured. “I lost count after 80-some.” Googins added that Barclay also became an Outward 
Bound instructor, which helped enhance DU sports. 
 
Barclay’s dedication to sports spilled over into the Granville community, said Lesa Miller, co-director of 
the Granville Recreation Commission. She said Barclay was there when soccer began to take off at the 
high school and in the GRC. He assisted GHS coach John Daulton with the new Blue Ace boys soccer 
program. 
 
Barclay was also among the 15 charter members of the fledgling GRC and was board president. When 
coaches were needed for the new GRC youth soccer offerings and no parents had the experience in the 
sport, Barclay’s student-athletes became coaches, Miller said. 
 
“That still continues today, thirty-some years later,” she said. “That was started by Ted.” 
 
Officiating in soccer, swimming and diving and lacrosse also became part of Barclay’s routine. 
 
“I’m an officiating junkie,” he admits. 
 
Barclay matched his dedication to sports with his 37-year involvement with the Navy Reserves after active 
duty in the Navy. 
 
“That’s one weekend every month drilling,” said F. Trevor (Trig) Gamble, Barclay’s commanding officer 
in one of his reserve squads. “Every one of those years he spent one weekend per month with the Navy 
Reserves and two weeks of active duty each year.” 
 
Gamble said Barclay also was an instructor in the Navy Officer Candidate School. In 1977, he became 
the Navel Academy Blue and Gold administrative officer, in charge of selecting applicants seeking 
appointment to the Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md. Barclay is stepping down from that job this year. 
 
“If you want to know about Ted Barclay, think about the Scout law,” Gamble said, referring to the Boy 
Scout oath, which includes traits such as “trustworthy, loyal, helpful and friendly.” 
 
Barclay is also active in his church, Cramer said. He has long been an usher, reads scripture and offers the 
morning prayers on Sundays. 
 
“At the foundation of service-oriented people lies a strong religious faith,” Cramer said. “Ted Barclay 
exhibits that kind of spirit, to service others in many ways. More than anything, he connects with people, 
person to person, to help them feel good.” 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

May 24, 2007 
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2008 
 

Charles F. Metzger 
 
Granville Rotarians celebrated their annual Allen Avery Service Above 
Self Award Monday not only by formally announcing the 2008 winner but 
recognizing many previous recipients. 
 
Thirteen former winners of what is regarded as the club’s highest and most 
prestigious honor during the past 45 years were present as four speakers 
outlined the merits of this year’s winner, the late Charly Metzger. 
 
Past winners in attendance were John Campbell (1967), Mike Piper (1976), 
Janie Drake (1987), Tom Gallant (1988), Erma Rutledge (1989), Jim 
Cooper (1994), Donna Tegtmeyer (1995), Norm Kennedy (1996), Doug 
Barno (1999), Ben Rader (2005) and Jim Gordon (2006). 
 
The award is given to individuals who exemplify service to others during 
an extended period of time, said Elizabeth Gray, chair of the selection 
committee. 
 

 Charly Metzger 

 “There really is no trend as to who gets the award,” Gray said, looking at walks of life represented among 
the winners, including a butcher, three attorneys, one dentist, three sets of married couples and two 
mother-and-son combinations. 
 
Gray noted there is a strong connection between the award and Denison University. 
 
A brief ceremony awarding Metzger the honor was conducted in his home just before his death April 13. 
 
Speakers on Monday joining Gray in an emotional review of Metzger’s community service were Rotary 
president John Weigand, friend and former business associate Dave Klauder, Granville Education 
Foundation director Monica Graffeo and former Granville Schools superintendent Kathy Lowery. 
Metzger’s wife, Fleur and daughter, Lisa were present. 
 
“For younger Rotarians to see two friends who had grown together in Rotary and in life is something I’ll 
never forget,” Weigand said of the presentation to Metzger, at which Klauder was present. 
 
Klauder recalled his association with Metzger when they established the Bryn Mawr restaurant in a 
mansion on Ohio 37 south of Granville, and how he twice persuaded Metzger to join Rotary. 
 
Graffeo worked with Metzger on several initiatives, including the Granville Comprehensive Plan Review 
Committee during the late 1990s, and on several school-district tax levy promotions. 
 
“You could tell that his energy and passion for Granville were very true,” Graffeo said. “I was proud to 
work with Charly. There is no better candidate for this award.” 
 
Lowery, superintendent from 1998 to 2006, said she relied on Metzger in numerous ways, in addition to 
his co-chairing a strategic planning effort and heading levy campaigns. He also led the formation of  
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Partners for the Education of Granville Schools, which established a program of volunteer reading tutors. 
 
“Charly was truly a child-centered individual,” she said. “He loved Granville schools.” 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
 May 22, 2008 
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2010 
Diarmuid “Dee” McSweeney 

See Vocational Service Award 2007. 
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2011 
 

Steve Schneider 
 
“Why Steve?” 
 
There were many answers May 16 when the 
Granville Rotary Club awarded its highest 
honor, the Service Above Self Award, to local 
insurance agent Steve Schneider. 
 
Coach, Rotarian, church elder, levy promoter 
and recreation commission stalwart were 
among the reasons Schneider won the 
prestigious award. 
 
In posing the above question, Rotarian Dena 
McKinley summed up Schneider’s service 
activities thusly: 
 
“Steve is the ‘whole package’,” she said. “He 
sets an exemplary model as a dedicated 
husband, father, businessperson, church-goer, 
community member and Rotarian. He shares 
his skills where they are needed and constantly 
makes a difference wherever he serves.” 
 
Schneider’s contributions often have surfaced 
in the realm of youth sports. He served on the 
Granville Recreation Commission, now the 

 

recreation district, for more than a decade, with a long stint as treasurer and concluding as president. He 
is credited with assisting with the development of Raccoon Valley Park, where rec district baseball, 
soccer, football and softball teams play. He also played a role in transforming the rec commission into 
the rec district. That involved being a liaison between the school district, village council and township 
trustees. 
 
The rec district’s Lesa Miller, formerly the rec commission director, said Schneider established the team 
sports commission “to be our eyes and ears out there in the fields. It was a daunting task. He was a 
sounding board and worked hard to find solutions for it all.” 
 
Schneider not only has been active as a Granville Rotarian, but also in his hometown Rotary club at 
Gahanna, said longtime friend Dave Rutledge, a Granville Rotarian. Schneider was Gahanna Rotary 
president before he moved to Granville, launching a Fourth of July Fun Run in his hometown before 
departing. He also coached basketball there. 
 
“He wanted to live in the area and wanted to get to know the people of the area,” Rutledge said of his 
move to Granville. “And he wanted to become involved in Granville. Boy, did he ever.” 
 

Steve Schneider with Rotary president Connie Hawk. 
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Rutledge outlined Schneider’s work in the Granville Athletic Boosters, which raises funds for middle and 
high school sports programs. He started with the annual Blue and White Dinner, collecting tickets. 
 
“The Blue and White Dinner became a better event after Steve became involved,” Rutledge said, noting 
he also served as treasurer of the Boosters. 
 
Schneider was active in campaigns to promote tax issues for both the rec commission and the Granville 
School District. 
 
“It is incredible how many people Steve knows, and how many people and events he remembers,” 
Rutledge said. “He’s been described as a bit of a talker, and he is. But he’s also a good listener.” 
 
As a Granville Rotarian, Schneider has chaired the club’s lucrative Rose Sale and coordinates the setting 
up of holiday-season lights along the Bryn Du Mansion fence each year, in addition to service on 
numerous other committees, McKinley said. 
 
At First Presbyterian Church Schneider is an elder and member of the Stewardship/Finance Committee, 
assisting with various building and fundraising projects. 
 
Schneider’s brother, Tom, described Steve as “reliable, conscientious and a real team player.” 
 
“He’s a real do-gooder. That’s my brother,” Tom said. 
 
The award winner expressed some embarrassment with the honor, but said, “There are so many people 
in Rotary who do a lot of things in the community.” 
 
“We grew up in a house where our family does things, especially my father. You just kind of learn to do 
it that way.” 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 2, 2011 
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2012 
 

Don Schilling 
 You can take Don Schilling out of Granville, but you 
can’t take Granville – or Denison University – out of 
Don Schilling, a Denison cohort recently said of the 
retiring professor. 
 
That was more than apparent May 21 when Schilling 
was awarded one of the Granville Rotary Club’s two 
highest honors. 
 
Schilling, retiring this spring after 41 years at Denison, 
mainly in the Department of History, was presented 
Rotary’s 2012 Allen Avery Service Above Self Award. 
 
It was the second major surprise Schilling experienced 
over a three-day period in May. His wife, Mary, hosted 
a surprise retirement reception for him on the previous 
Saturday at Cherry Valley Lodge. 
 
As Schilling prepared to talk to Rotary about the 
Granville Historical Society’s museum building 
addition, the agenda quickly went in another direction. 
 
History Department colleague Catherine Dollard 
borrowed the statement about taking Schilling out of 

 

Granville from yet another gathering in his honor at Denison. She credited him for “exemplary teaching, 
scholarship and service” at DU, nothing he had done nearly every job there, including stints as history 
department chair, dean of first-year studies, acting associate provost, University Council chair, faculty 
chair, member of the president’s advisory board and “service on just about every committee a college can 
make.” 
 
Dollard applauded Schilling for directing a South African Student Orientation Program during the 1980s 
and 1990s, bringing black South Africans to the United States who, she said, went on to become players 
in future events in their nation. 
 
Describing him as a “gifted teacher,” Dollard outlined his expertise in Modern European History, survey 
courses on European and African history and upper-level classes on Nazi Germany, World War II and 
the Holocaust in History — all with “a tremendous impact on generations of Denison students.” 
 
Outlining several non-academic contributions, she listed involvement with the Denison Concert Choir 
and serving as the voice of DU women’s basketball at home contests. 
 
Former Rotarian Tom Martin said Schilling became involved in the community as soon as his family 
arrived here in 1971 “coaching Little League teams, singing in church and Denison community choirs, 
playing in the Granville Tennis Club and playing an instrumental role in its moving to new courts several 
years ago.” 

Don Schilling (left) with Rotary president Doug Helman. 
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Schilling’s service to the Granville Historical Society, Martin said, included terms as board president, 
including this past year during the Society’s building addition, in addition to writing articles for the 
quarterly Historical Times and giving lecture programs. 
 
“If the alley between St. Luke’s and the museum is vacated, which is likely, it will be thanks to the skills 
of Don and Bill Wilken,” Martin said of an effort to transform the pass-through formerly used by motor 
vehicles. 
 
“Diplomacy, full preparation, listening, guiding, caring, problem-solving, clear expansion (and) inclusion 
are some of his skills,” Martin said. 
 
Rotarian Larry Miller, who said he has known Schilling for just the past 18 months through membership 
in the concert choir, audited Schilling’s class on the Holocaust, calling it one of three life-changing 
experiences in his life. 
 
“It’s not the subject matter,” he said, “but rather how Schilling “deeply engaged everyone in that 
classroom,” always taking extra time with every student. 
 
Miller said it is “emotional energy – what I’ve come to believe as the most essential ingredient in 
achievement” that sets Schilling apart. 
 
“He’s the type of person who goes all in, all the time,” Miller said. 
 
Dollard said the Schillings will move to Williamsburg, Va., but said, “Don’s presence in the life of 
Granville will not go away. For each of us who know the delights of the inter-connectedness of our 
community, we will be walking on the Schilling path.” 
 
Schilling expressed deep appreciation for the honor from a community that “has meant so much to me in 
the 41 years I’ve been here. There are not many communities that provide the opportunities Granville 
does, that are rich and fulfilling.” 
 
He credited those around him who were part of community networks for enabling him in his own 
achievements. 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

June 7, 2012 
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2013 
 

Joy Hire 
 

Joy Hire’s 20th anniversary this year as the director 
of the First Presbyterian Church’s Angel Choir came 
with a special surprise: The Granville Rotary Club’s 
heralded Allen Avery Service Above Self Award. 
 
Hire was surprised with the honor at Rotary’s May 
20 meeting, where her dedication to the choir and the 
teens who have comprised it was lauded, in addition 
to many other ways she has benefited youths of the 
community. 
 
Rotarian John Weigand summarized Hire’s role as 
“selfless service to the spiritual health of our 
community.” 
 
The Angel Choir started out as exclusively female, 
with 12 girls, said Hire’s daughter, Katy Franklin, 
also a choir member, who made a surprise 
appearance at the award presentation. 
 
“Today the choir is made up of 45 young women and 
young men. My mother succeeded in convincing 
middle-school and high-school boys to sing in 

 

church choir. If that isn’t community service, I don’t know what is.” 
 
Franklin said her mother didn’t stop with just organizing the choir. 
 
“She founded them and then she made them good. And then she made them famous,” she said, noting the 
ensemble has recorded compact disks – six in all – and performed concertssacross the country on several 
occasions, in at least a dozen states. 
 
“The opportunities that went hand-in-hand with the Angel Choir were incredible,” said Maggie 
Schneider, who sang with the choir for six years. “In 2006 we traveled to New England and shared our 
songs with other churches. In 2008 we set off again to the East Coast. I was one of the few that was able 
to experience three choir tours and traveled with the choir in 2010 after my freshman year at Miami 
(University) when Joy was in need of an Alto.” 
 
Schneider added, “Joy spent countless hours fundraising and planning trips for us and they were some of 
the most fun weeks of my life.” 
 
First Presbyterian Pastor Karen Chakoian described how Hire has worked with hundreds of teenagers 
over the years. 
 
“These kids are incredibly busy not only with school and homework but with sports and clubs and work 
and theatre and school choirs or orchestra or band,” she said. “She has succeeded in keeping them in part 

Joy Hire with Rotary president Doug Eastman. 
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because she expects a lot of them. She knows their voices and what they’re capable of, ad finds ways to 
stretch their abilities. They know she will not let them fail or embarrass themselves; they will be well-
prepared, so they can be confident.” 
 
Chakoian said the choir has also been open to youths of other faiths. 
 
“We have had many, many kids who are not Presbyterian, and there is no pressure or expectation that 
they have to join the church,” she said. “But our church is blessed to have these youths singing the faith, 
moving our hearts, opening us to the presence of God.” 
 
Hire’s abilities reached into other areas of the community, musically. 
 
“She took a whole afternoon to help my friend Alyx and I prepare our senior duet for our final Granville 
High School concert,” Schneider said. “She also helped me prepare and practice songs for auditioning 
for the musicals in high school.” 
 
Around Christmas time, Franklin said the Angel Choir has sung with the Denison Concert Choir and the 
Welsh Hills Symphony Orchestra, “and that is quite an honor,” she said, adding that her mother is a 
member of the Denison University Singers and has served on the local symphony-orchestra trustees 
board, assisting with its youth music scholarship program.  
 
Chakoian said Hire also gives private voice lessons to choir members and is always there when teens 
need advice on almost anything.  
 
“For so many youth, my own included, she is a confidant, an advocate, a wise counselor — one who 
believes in them and loves them,” the pastor said.  
 
Hire told Rotarians she believes “there are a million people in this town who should be honored.  
“What I do is what I love,” she said. “To look at notes on a page and have them become music is nothing 
short of a miracle for me.”  
 
The final surprise of the day was the arrival of the Angel Choir, which performed for the Rotary audience. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

May 30, 2013 
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2014 
Dena McKinley 

When Dena McKinley is in charge, it’s going 
to get done. 
 
That’s what the winner of the Granville 
Rotary Club’s 2014 Allen Avery Service 
Above Self Award is all about, speakers said, 
in praising McKinley for her community 
service. 
 
McKinley, the general manager  of the 
Granville Inn, was presented one of Granville 
Rotary’s highest honors on April 28, 
becoming the award’s 61st recipient. 
 
A resident of Granville for 17 years, 
McKinley has worn many hats, many of them 
involving community youth. Shortly after 
she and her family arrived in Granville she 
became involved with the Granville 
Recreation Commission Board of Directors, 
serving as president and secretary. 
 

 

Career-wise, she has more than 25 years of experience in the retail and consulting industries with 
significant emphasis on merchandise planning, allocation, distribution and information systems. 
 
Lesa Miller, former GRC co-director and now programs director of the Granville Recreation District, 
credited McKinley with guiding the GRC through the process that led to its current incarnation as the 
GRD. 
 
“Dena, as GRC president, navigated us through multitudes of meetings, keeping us on track, making 
decisions, which enabled the GRC to move seamlessly into the GRD in 2009,” Miller said. “Dena was 
our last GRC president and it was a privilege to work with her.” 
 
Miller noted that McKinley is the current director of the GRD’s annual Concert on the Green series during 
summer months, lining up musical entertainment for seven concerts this year. 
 
“Her ability to organize large events and make it seem effortless is a gift,” Miller said. 
 
Ellen Clark, through a prepared statement read by Miller in her absence, nicknamed McKinley “Midas” 
because “whatever she was involved with, nine times out of 10 it succeeded. She has that special touch.” 
 
Clark said McKinley served for eight years on the board of the Granville Teen Center, an after-school 
program for sixth- through eighth-graders that ran for 10 years through 2010. 
 
 
McKinley started the Granville Chili Cook-Off as a fundraiser for the Teen Center, Clark added in her 
statement. 

Dena McKinley with Rotary president Mike Whitehead. 
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“We went from eight entries the first year to the huge success it is today,” Clark wrote, adding that 
McKinley involved the GRC and its Fall Festival in the event in its third year. 
 
“The event grew and now raises money for other worthy causes,” Clark said. 
 
Also, during the Teen Center’s existence, Clark credited McKinley with starting a homework assistance 
program and organized meetings with a strategic planner to establish a vision and long-term plan for the 
center. 
 
“She genuinely cared about this awkward age group of delightful adolescents, and she put her time and 
energy into that care,” Clark wrote. 
 
Clark also said McKinley connected Teen Center youths with the Robbins Hunter Museum, the Great 
Granville Picnic and the Concert on the Green. 
 
“She made us visible and validated,” Clark wrote. 
 
GRD director Andy Wildman said McKinley was among the first individuals he met upon his arrival in 
Granville and used words such as candid, amazing and honest in describing her. 
 
“Dena is willing to step up and do it all, from soup to nuts,” he said. “When Dena says she’s going to do 
it, you know it will be done.” 
 
Miller agreed. “Over the years I learned that if Dena had an idea or volunteered to organize a project, she 
always followed through. You never had to worry if it was going to be completed.” 
 
Rotary president Mike Whitehead credited McKinley, who has served on the Rotary board for six years 
and is in charge of public relations, for her institutional knowledge of Rotary, which he said is useful for 
incoming presidents. 
 
“When you have someone like Dena who says, ‘This needs to be done’, it has made life a lot easier for 
me,” he said. 
 
A speechless McKinley said she was raised in a family that always gave back, even if it involved work 
such as moving tables or hauling things. 
 
“I’ve tried to instill this in my kids,” she said. “I think that giving of yourself is the most important thing.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

May 4, 2014 
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  2015 
 

Mary Lee Van Meter 
 She’s been involved with nearly 20 Granville 
and Licking County organizations, raised 
three kids, ran a business and taught part-
time at two universities. 
 
It would appear Mary Lee Van Meter was 
going to be given the Granville Rotary Club’s 
Service Above Self Award sooner or later. 
 
She was, in fact, accorded the honor April 13 
in a surprise presentation in front of the club 
and her family. 
 
“You have to understand, all those things 
were over 45 years!” Van Meter clarified 
upon receipt of the award, one of the 
communitie’s top recognitions. 
 
“It’s not something you seek,” she said of the 
seven school-related, nine community and 
three county-level groups she’s been 
associated with. “It just happens. And the 
rewards are great.” 
  

“Mary Lee has given of her time and talents tirelessly for most of her adult life,” said Rotarian Dena 
McKinley, who nominated Van Meter for the award. 
 
In the schools realm Van Meter served on the board of education, ran a PTO auction and was treasurer 
for the music and athletic boosters among many involvements. 
 
In the overall community she helped found the Licking Land Trust, co-chaired the 1996 Village-
Township Merger Study Commission, was a Granville Rotarian serving as treasurer, and was on the 1990-
91 Granville Comprehensive Plan Committee. 
 
Outside Granville she was a Licking County YMCA board member, a United Way Fundraising 
Committee member and helped select the Tibbie Leslie Grant winner for the Licking County Foundation. 
 
In addition, she owned and operated Welsh Hills Travel for a decade and taught accounting part-time at 
Denison University and Ohio State University. 
 
Rotarian Doug Barno, in comments read to the audience on April 13, called Van Meter “one of those very 
special people who help to make Granville such a great place to live.” He said she was part of the 
Granville Rotary effort with himself and the late Ted Barclay to create and support Operation Smile 
 

Rotary president Tom Bunyard and Mary Lee Van Meter. 
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International, a service program that he said became Rotary District 6690’s biggest and longest lasting 
international initiative. 
 
“Mary Lee quickly became a cornerstone of that effort,” Barno said, as the trio led a District 6690 team to 
Panama to establish a three-year mission to help children born with cleft lips and palates, tumors or burn 
scars. Two more trips to that part of the world followed, he said. 
 
Van Meter is treasurer for the Granville Foundation, which annually rewards four-figure grants to 
community organizations. For immediate Foundation past-president Sarah Rapp, Van Meter is “someone 
who I respect and aspire to be like,” according to her remarks read during the presentation. 
 
“Raising her family in Granville, Mary Lee has consistently demonstrated her passion for our great 
community,” Rapp stated in her written remarks. “We all know strong families build strong communities. 
The community of Granville is thankful to Mary Lee and her family for making Granville a better place.” 
 
Rapp said Van Meter is not afraid to ask questions. “Mary Lee is a continual teacher and learner and I think 
she has that expectation of those around her,” she said. 
 
Van Meter’s daughter, Kristen McGonagle, acknowledged that Granville is a place where “more than the 
average number of people donate time to worthy causes, and “that makes it all the more special to be 
honoring Mom today.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

April 23, 2015 
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2016 
 

Bruce Westall 
 
He’s helped to launch and lead two of the biggest annual 
events in Granville that benefit a large number of 
people. 
 
But Bruce Westall’s contributions to the community 
don’t end there, and they go much deeper, his admirers 
say. 
 
Westall, owner and operator of the Porch House Bed 
and Breakfast at the corner of South Pearl and East 
Maple streets, was presented the Granville Rotary 
Club’s prestigious Allen Avery Service Above Self 
Award on April 25. 
 
Westall retired last fall after leading his tenth Granville 
Turkey Trot, the annual Thanksgiving-morning event 
that raises thousands of dollars for the Food Pantry 
Network of Licking County. 
 
Westall was also the key leader in the Great Granville 
Garage Sale for its first seven years, before it was taken 
over by the Granville Area Chamber of Commerce this 
year. 
 
As big an impact as those events have, Westall has had 
more community endeavors up his sleeve, three that 

 
2016 Service Above Self recipient Bruce Westall. 

 benefit children. He hosts a Beer and Barbecue at the Porch House, raising money to help buy school 
supplies for needy children. He invites parents and children to a summer book club that meets on the 
porch of his B and B discussing what each has been reading. And the Porch House has awarded a $1,000 
scholarship annually to a Granville High School senior anticipating a career working with children. 
 
Elsewhere, the retired middle school English teacher reads, tapes, and delivers the monthly church 
newsletter to a handicapped parishioner and hosts a yearly “Meet your New Neighbor” open house in his 
neighborhood. 
 
“Bruce deserves every accolade that has been or can be heaped upon him,” said Steve Applegate, rector 
of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, sponsor for the Turkey Trot and originator of the Great Granville Garage 
Sale. “He is a true impresario.  Flo Ziegfeld had nothing on Bruce.” 
 
“Bruce took an idea presented to him ten years ago and has transformed how Thanksgiving is celebrated 
in Granville onto an entirely different level,” said Rotarian John Weigand, who nominated Westall for 
the award. “The first Granville Turkey Trot had 320 participants and raised $4,000 for the Food Pantry 
Network of Licking County.” Last year’s, Weigand pointed out, raised $110,000 and had 2,500 
participants. 
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“What makes the Turkey Trot work is that people have fun while doing good,” Applegate said. “They 
open their wallets and pocketbooks, fish out their credit cards, give their money, and smile while they’re 
doing it. And I would argue that this simple formula is the hallmark of a Bruce Westall event.” 
 
Weigand said Westall’s leadership in such events goes even deeper. 
 
“To Bruce, it’s not all about the money that is raised for the Food Pantry,” Weigand said. “It’s about 
getting people involved to help the great cause and using their many talents.  It’s about thinking outside 
of the box and dreaming up and implementing big ideas.” 
 
“Bruce somehow makes it look easy to have fun while doing good, but it isn’t easy,” Applegate said. “It 
takes vision, and persistence, and the ability to ask for things you need, and a rare aptitude for knowing 
when to lick your finger and stick it up in the air to determine whether the wind is blowing in a favorable 
direction or not.”   
 
Granville Mayor Melissa Hartfield, a neighbor of the Porch House, said Westall has coordinated meals 
for families with sick family members and in need of support from the neighborhood. 
 
“Bruce planned out the days to bring meals and each of us signed up for a night to provide dinner,” she 
said. 
 
She added that Westall has coordinated and hosted the meet-your-new-neighbor cookout at his home to 
make people feel welcome, “and also so they can get to know those who live around them.” 
 
“Bruce’s ‘service above self’ is driven by a passion for those who do not share in the abundance most of 
us enjoy,” Applegate said. “It makes him grumpy. The Turkey Trot exists because Bruce thinks it’s crazy 
that people are hungry in this county. The Great Granville Garage Sale grew out of Bruce’s belief that 
people should have a decent place to live.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

May 19, 2016 
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2017 
 

Cynthia Cort 
 
When visitors to the Granville 
History Museum view its new 
exhibits this summer, much of 
what they see has been 
researched and cataloged 
thanks to the work of the 2017 
Granville Rotary Service 
Above Self Award winner. 
 
Cynthia Cort, volunteer 
curator and collections 
manager for the Granville 
Historical Society, was 
awarded the top Rotary honor 
April 24, credited not only for 
her leadership in organizing 
the museum’s 7,000 artifacts, 
but establishing herself as a 
leader on many other fronts. 
 
Cort, a retired Denison 
University Library documents 
assistant and part-time 

 

collections manager at The Works, in Newark, was granted the honor given annually to a Granvillean 
who has demonstrated “exemplary humanitarian service in any form and at any level, with an emphasis 
on personal volunteer efforts and active involvement in helping others... on a continuing basis.” 
 
In addition to managing the Society’s artifacts collection, Cort was a key leader in the construction of the 
new Robinson Research Center behind the downtown museum in 2012, has served as president, vice 
president and secretary of the Society’s Board of Managers, and has done other innumerable tasks during 
over 20 years with the Society, said Rotarian Charles A. Peterson, who is also the Society’s current 
president. 
 
“I recently found out for myself that the cataloging process is no easy task,” Peterson said. “It involves 
measuring, numbering, and providing an exact description of each item — in addition to listing the source 
and date of the item — and taking photos of each one. Obviously that takes a lot of time.” 
 
“Most importantly, to get all this work done, it requires motivation of an assemblage of volunteers who 
meet every Friday morning to implement the system that Cynthia has put into place,” Peterson said, 
saying that Cort had about 10 volunteers working on a recent Friday. 
 
Rotarian Janet Procida, also a member of the Society’s Board of Managers, quoted museum committee 
chair Keith Boone’s observation that Cynthia has “infused the collections process at the Granville 

Cynthia Cort with Rotary president Don Jones. 
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Historical Museum with a sense and a structure of professionalism that would be the envy of most small 
museums.” 
 
Procida quoted past-Society president Don Schilling in describing Cort’s impact on the building project 
as project manager and chair of the building committee. 
 
“More than any other single individual Cynthia made it her mission to oversee all aspects of the project 
and bring it to this marvelous conclusion,” Schilling said at the June 2012 dedication of the research 
center. 
 
Procida added, “During my five years on the Granville Historical Society board I have learned much 
from Cynthia and found that she has been my ‘Go-To Person’ for her incredible memory of events, issues, 
history, details of the building construction or who's who in Granville.” 
 
Janice LoRaso, assistant director at The Works, in Newark, said Cort has been enormously valuable in 
her role as registrar/curator/collections manager. 
 
“Cynthia’s philosophy is each museum has a unique collection, a unique purpose, why it matters, and 
what its story is,” LoRaso said, recalling an instance where Cort spent hours removing “layers of ancient 
molasses and chocolate” from a table and copper bowl on a chocolate tempering table from Newark’s 
former Sparta Candy shop, now displayed in the Works museum. 
 
Said Peterson, “In the last 10 years, especially with the completion of the building addition five years 
ago, the Society has achieved new heights in making an impact on the community. It is open more hours, 
and for the second year in a row it is featuring new exhibits.” 
 
 “Because of Cynthia’s expertise and dedication, many future generations of Granvilleans, and visitors 
from out of town, will be able to learn much about Granville history,” he said. 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
May 4, 2017 
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2018 
 

Tom Martin 
 
The First Presbyterian Church and 
the Granville Historical Society 
have been the chief beneficiaries 
of volunteer work by the 2018 
Allen Avery Service Above Self 
Award winner. 
 
Tom Martin, a retired university 
administrator, was presented the 
honor June 11 by the sponsoring 
Rotary Club of Granville, 
becoming the 68th Granvillean to 
receive the award since its 
inception in 1967. 
 
Leadership roles in both 
organizations won the honor for 
Martin, said Paul Treece, chair of 
Rotary’s awards committee.  

Martin is also a former Rotarian and served as club president. 
 
Treece said Martin’s service at First Presbyterian includes several terms as deacon, elder, and committees 
including the church’s governing board, “often as committee chair,” Treece said. “He has been an active 
member of the church choir for as long as I can remember.” 
“Most recently,” Treece said, “Tom has assumed the heavy responsibility as head of the Commitment 
2018 and Beyond campaign to raise about $2 million for two funds that will provide financial security 
for many decades for the First Presbyterian Church of Granville.” 
Rotarian Charles Peterson, current Granville Historical Society board president, said Martin has served 
in various roles with the Society for nearly 30 years, including four terms as its board president, most 
recently from 2014-2016. 
 
He credited Martin with bringing the Society the kind of sophistication needed for organizations of its 
stature in a new century. 
 
“In his second stint as president, Tom recognized that the Society needed to take a serious look at itself 
in terms of whether or not it was ready for the 21st century,” Peterson said. “Behind Tom’s leadership the 
board updated its constitution and by-laws,” and “adopted several policies — the kinds of things that 
organizations need in the 21st century.” 
 
“Perhaps most importantly, Tom led an effort to establish policies governing the Society’s financial 
operation that defined how income from investments should be used,” Peterson said. “He also chaired 
the committee that raised the money for the new Robinson Research Center at a time when donations 
were particularly hard to come by. 

Tom Martin and Rotary president Andy Wildman. 
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Martin has also served as editor of The Historical Times, the Society’s quarterly publication of research-
based articles on Granville history, taking over for revered longtime editors Flo Hoffman and Tony 
Lisska, Peterson said.  
“Outside the realm of the Board of Managers, Tom has enthusiastically given tours of the community for 
a number of years focusing on important buildings and their stories in the main historic district of the 
village,” he said. 
 
“On several occasions he has donned the garb of yester-year in portraying important Granville historic 
figures. For the Old Colony Burying Ground ‘Ghost Walks’ tour he portrayed founding father Theophilis 
Rees, a Welshman whose people first settled the Granville area,” Peterson said. 
 
“The history of Granville is important to this community. It is being well-preserved by the Historical 
Society in large part by Tom’s thoughtful guidance,” Peterson said.  
 
Martin said he regarded company with 67 previous Service Above Self winners as an honor. 
 
“Granville is a very special place to be,” he said. “It’s a privilege to live here.” 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
June 28, 2018 
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2019 
 

Jane Wilken 
 
She’s been in Granville only since 
2006. But five organizations have 
benefited greatly, her advocates 
say, from her presence in that short 
period of time. 
 
As a result, Jane Wilken is winner 
of the 2019 Granville Rotary 
Club’s Allen Avery Service Above 
Self Award. 
 
Wilken, highly regarded for her 
volunteerism — and financial skill 
— in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Granville Historical Society, 
Licking County League of Women 
Voters, Granville Public Library 
and the Denison Kappa Alpha 
Theta Sorority, was presented the 
honor at the Rotary Club’s June 3 
meeting. 
  

Award-winner Jane Wilken and Rotary president Charles A. Peterson. 

 Wilken expressed surprise at winning the award, regarded as one of Granville’s highest honors, 
expressing gratitude toward those who endorsed her nomination. 
 
“More than anything it has been a joy and a privilege for me to serve all these organizations,” Wilken 
said at the conclusion of the presentation. “I can’t thank people enough who have allowed me to do what 
I can in the way that I can. For that I am most, most appreciative.” 
 
Nominated by Tom Martin, who is heavily involved in both the Presbyterian church and the historical 
society, Wilken was credited in particular with her knowledge of finance. 
 
“She had made several volunteer organizations better and more professional,” Martin said, emphasizing 
those with whom she worked agreed, “Jane has the rare ability to see both the big picture and the details 
– the forest and the trees.” 
 
Wilken’s professional background put her in a position to assist these organizations, Martin said, serving 
as administrator for organizations including the Mutual of New York Insurance Company, Atlanta 
Regional Commission, National Governors Association, U.S. Senator Richard Stone, State Services 
Organization (a joint venture of the National Governors Association, National Conference of State 
Legislatures, and Council of State Governments), and American Insurance Association. 
In 1987, Martin said, she took a “regular job” serving as office administrator for Schwartz & Ballen, a 
boutique Washington law firm specializing in banking and financial matters. 
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  At First Presbyterian, Wilken served twice as elder, Martin said, in addition to being chair of the Mission 
Committee and clerk of Session  — the person responsible for records and minutes and who is the 
“defacto lay leader” of the church. 
 
“She was so effective in this latter task that she was pressed to stay on for an extra year,” Martin said, in 
addition to being a member of the choir and bell choir. She also led the steering committee for the 
church’s $3.25 million endowment and facilities fund drive that “went beyond goal with her leadership,” 
Martin noted. 
 
At the historical society, current board president Cynthia Cort said Wilken, as treasurer for six years, 
brought the organization’s financial record keeping to new heights. 
 
“We are grateful that she has brought our accounting into the new modern age of computers and is giving 
us wonderful reports and information we’ve never had before,” Cort said. 
 
“In addition, one of the things that I admire her for is the fact that she makes sure that when she reads 
something that we’re about to agree to, she will pick at the language, making sure it says what we really 
want to say. We aren’t allowed to be sloppy around Jane.” 
 
Rita Kipp, League of Women Voters president, also praised Wilken’s financial skills. “If I had known of 
this resume of hers I would have started recruiting her immediately,” she said, crediting her for 
assembling a budget for the re-organized group.  
 
“She keeps us in good standing legally, interfacing with the IRS,” Kipp said. “She helped me get articles 
of incorporation done through the Secretary of State’s office. She is the legal person that is invaluable to 
us.” 
 
Martin quoted several others who endorsed Wilken’s nomination, including Anne Ormond of Granville, 
who was a Kappa Gamma Theta member at the same time Wilken was at Denison University. Ormond 
said Wilken was a key to the sorority’s $1.5 million fund drive to restore the Theta house, which is also 
Granville’s first and oldest residence. 
 
“She has worked tirelessly to cover many bases from meeting workmen, finding garden help, and getting 
bids on many needed chores,” Ormond stated in absentia. “Jane in her quiet way is a force.” 
 
“Jane is perfect for this honor,” according to Becky Skeen, another Theta sister. “She works tirelessly to 
keep the house in great shape and is the organizer of Alumni Weekend Open House.” 
 
Martin, reading a statement from Granville Public Library volunteer coordinator Amy Unkefer, 
emphasized Wilken’s volunteerism at the library where she puts in 200 to 300 hours a year. 
 
“She is dedicated, dependable and diligently shares her Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons at the 
library,” Unkefer wrote.  
 
Presbyterian minister Karen Chakoian, in a statement read by Martin, said Wilken works tirelessly behind 
the scenes “like a roadie for a rock concert,” praising her meticulous meeting notes that capture the heart 
of what is said at board meetings. 
 
“Jane is one of the rare souls in the world who brings both maturity and playfulness, wisdom and 
winsomeness, confidence and curiosity,” Chakoian’s statement read. “Humble and brilliant, she is one of 
my go-to sages when I’m in a quandary.”  
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Wilken concluded with gratitude for her husband, Bill, “who time and time again has heard me say, ‘I 
can’t do that this afternoon because I have to be at the library,’ or ‘We have to have dinner early because 
I have a meeting at the church.’ Thank you very much.” 
 

The Granville Sentinel 
June 13, 2019 
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2020 
 

Mike Birkmeyer 
 

 
In his first year as chairman of the Granville Kiwanis 
Club’s Fourth of July Celebration, Mike Birkmeyer 
underwent trial by fire. 
 
On June 29, 2012, a bare handful of days prior to the 
annual four-day street fair, a severe straight-line wind 
storm — billed as a “derecho” — slammed Granville and 
left the entire area without power for days. 
 
“We didn’t know whether we were going to have an event 
at all,” said Jerry Miller, now the co-chair of the 
celebration along with his wife, Lesa. However, 
Birkmeyer and village officials held meetings to address 
the matter, the midway rides company was able to 
provide generator power, and restrictions were put on 
hours so the street festival could operate, Miller said. 
 
“Those are the kinds of things Mike did, working with 
the village, so we could have an event that year,” he said. 
 
Birkmeyer, undaunted, continued to chair the huge 
celebration through 2018 — a chief reason for him being 

 

Mike Birkmeyer 
 

presented the annual Dr. Allen Avery Service Above Self Award on Nov. 30 by the Rotary Club of 
Granville. 
 
Birkmeyer is an independent commercial  and personal lines agent with the Madison-Collins-Stephens 
Agency in Newark. He and his wife, Ann, and their three children moved to Granville 25 years ago. 
 
Miller said Birkmeyer agreed to take the Fourth of July chair position shortly after joining Kiwanis. 
 
“Sometimes it’s hard to find leaders to step up and take those tasks on,” Miller said. “Mike willingly did 
that and served for seven years as our chairperson. It takes lots of good leadership to do that.” 
 
Miller said that making the Fourth of July event happen is a year-long endeavor. 
 
“When you get done with one year, you’re talking to the ride companies and the fireworks company, 
securing dates (for next year),” Miller said, saying that Birkmeyer fashioned a checklist to ensure 
everything gets done, such as pulling together entertainment, filling out the Granville Community 
Foundation grant application to fund the fireworks, and establishing the four-day schedule of events. 
 
“You’re trying to make sure everybody is happy,” Miller said. “As the leader you’re always making sure 
the other people are doing what they’re supposed to be doing.”  
 
Said Lesa Miller, about the experience of taking over the event’s leadership from Birkmeyer: “We got 
through one year. Of course it takes two of us to replace him. That tells you how big a job it is.” 
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She credited Birkmeyer with what has become known as the Party in the Park — the gathering of families 
and community members at Wildwood Park for the fireworks display. 
 
“I think Mike coined that,” she said. “It’s really turned into a great family event and it was through his 
guidance and his ability to organize that it’s really turned out to be a fun event, not just for the fireworks. 
People arrive hours beforehand.” 
 
Elsewhere in Kiwanis, Lesa Miller said Birkmeyer is involved with nearly everything else: flipping 
pancakes for Pancake Day, setting up tents and stages, selling basketball tickets at the high school, and 
bell-ringing during the holidays for Salvation Army fundraising. 
 
“You can find Mike at all of them,” she said. “You can always find him with a smile on his face.”  
 
Birkmeyer’s volunteering hasn’t been limited to Kiwanis. He served five years as a board member for 
the Licking County Chamber of Commerce, said President and CEO Jennifer McDonald, where he was 
awarded Employee of the Year and Volunteer of the Year honors. 
 
“Volunteer of the Year was an award we created just for him,” she said, indicating how much he was 
valued as he contributed to a Chamber rebranding initiative, implementation of a new values statement, 
and helping determine new strategic goals. 
 
“He focuses on the growth and well-being of the communities he serves,” McDonald said. “I’m just in 
awe of him.” Also, “He also never missed a meeting unless he was out of town. Whatever I ask of him, 
he’s always willing. He never wants or needs credit.” 
 
McDonald also noted that Birkmeyer is a fellow member of the Newark-Heath Rotary Club where he 
participates in club activities such as the distribution of dictionaries to Licking County third-graders, 
handing out Salvation Army breakfast bags for the needy, and highway roadside clean-up. 
 
McDonald regrets that he is leaving the Licking County Chamber, but Granville Area Chamber of 
Commerce director Steve Matheny rejoiced that Birkmeyer will be joining his organization’s board in 
January. 
 
Matheny said he got to know Birkmeyer last May when he became “most helpful to us at the Granville 
Farmers Market” after joining the market committee. 
 
Forced to operate in two locations this year due to the Covid 19 pandemic, Matheny said the experience 
of moving to the high school parking lot and then to Raccoon Valley park was a bit unsettling for vendors 
and patrons. 
 
“Mike, this year, of his own accord — I don’t know if he consciously volunteered — just showed up for 
26 weeks, bright and early, like 7 a.m., each Saturday to help get set up for the farmers market. That help 
is immeasurable.” 
 
Rotary Awards Committee chair Chuck Peterson added that Birkmeyer served on the county’s Soil & 
Water Conservation District Board from 2016-2019, chairing the Program Committee, and he led the 
District’s strategic planning process. And he regularly volunteered during the annual tree seedling sale 
and the river round-up. 
 
“Despite being busy as a father of three children along with his work life, it’s clear Mike Birkmeyer has 
contributed solidly to the Granville and Licking County communities,” Peterson said. “His eight years 
leading the Granville Fourth of July Celebration is the obvious anchor to his volunteerism. His other 
involvements show a variety of talents and willingness to help.” 
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Birkmeyer first made clear how the Fourth of July Celebration “is not a one-man show. It takes a crew to 
do it.” 
 
Expressing surprise with receiving the award, he complimented Rotary for all it does in the community, 
and said, “I do appreciate it. To get this is an honor.” 
 

The Granville Sentinel 
Dec. 10, 2020 

 
 

 

 



 

84 

 

  

 

 



 

85 

Vocational Service 
Award 

1993-Present 
 

 

 



 

86 

  

 
 



 

87 

  

1993 
 

Howard LeFevre 
 
Howard LeFevre, local businessman, received the first Granville 
Rotary Vocational Service Award at the club’s Oct. 18 meeting 
in the Granville Inn. 
 
The award is designed to honor and recognize a person who has 
demonstrated: (1) Pride in his or her chosen vocation, (2) 
Leadership in making visible contributions to the life and 
development of the Licking County community over an 
extended period of time, (3) exemplary performance, and (4) 
integrity and high ethical standards. 
 
LeFevre formed the B&L Motor Freight Co. of Columbus in 
1946. B&L operated out of Newark from 1947 to 1987. LeFevre 
has been active for many years in state and national trucking 
associations. He was president of the Ohio Trucking Association 
in 1964 and 1965, director and past president of the Contract 
Carriers Conference of the American Trucking Associations, 
Inc., and vice president of the executive committee of the 
American Trucking Associatons, Inc. 
 
Due to changes in the economy and deregulation of the trucking 
industry, B&L was reorganized in 1987. LeFevre presently is 

 
Howard LeFevre 

chairman of Freight Services, Inc., a truck leasing and public warehouse company. 
 
LeFevre is past president of the Newark Area Chamber of Commerce, the Newark Rotary Club, and the 
board of the Licking County United Appeal; past chairman of the governing committee of the Licking 
County Foundation; trustee emeritus of the Central Ohio Technical College; and president of the Newark 
Campus Development Fund. 
 
He has been honored many times by The Ohio State University, most recently by having the new fine 
arts building at the Newark campus named LeFevre Hall. 
 
LeFevre was born in Ashland, Ohio. He is a graduate of Ashland High School and the School of 
Architecture at The Ohio State University. He and his wife, Bonner, are longtime residents of Granville. 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
Oct. 21, 1993 
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1994 
 

Keith Piper 
 

Keith Piper, Denison University football 
coach for 42 years, was honored Oct. 24 as 
Granville Rotary’s 1994 recipient of the 
annual Vocational Service Award. 
 
Piper, whose coaching career began at his 
alma mater Baldwin-Wallace University, 
joined the Denison faculty in 1951 and 
retired in 1993. 
 
During his career he received many 
regional and national awards for his 
coaching and leadership. One of only 14 
coaches in the U.S. with over 200 wins at 
one institution, Piper was named 
conference coach of the year in 1985 and 
1993 and was recognized by the U.S. House 
of Representatives for his lifetime career in 
athletics. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
Oct. 27, 1994 

 
 
The following story on the retirement of 
Keith Piper as Denison football coach 
appeared in The Granville Sentinel dated 
Jan. 21, 1993: 
 
BIG RED COACH KEITH PIPER 
HANGS UP HIS WHISTLE 
 
Two years before his contract was due to 
expire, Keith Piper, nationally recognized 

 
DU football coach Keith Piper 

 

head coach of Denison University’s football team, has decided to retire effective in June of this year. 
 
Piper, who has been a member of the Denison coaching staff and department of physical education faculty 
for the past 42 years, announced to his team Monday that he has opted to step down after guiding the Big 
Red for 39 seasons. 
 
The 71-year-old Piper cited reasons of family and age for his decision to retire from his coaching and 
teaching appointments at DU. 
 
“This is a difficult decision for me, given the way I feel about the university and this football program. 
Denison has been very good to me and it is not easy to leave after all these years,” stated Piper. “All 
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things considered, however, I feel it is in my best interest as well as Denison’s for me to retire at this 
time. Piper continued, “I am 71, and I have five children and six grandchildren. My wife and I both think 
it would be a good idea for us to spend more time with our family while we’re still in good health.” 
Piper leaves behind him a rich legacy. He is the 10th winningest active football coach in the nation, as 
determined by the National Collegiate Athletic Association. 
 
He also has gained recognition among the sports community for his unique single-wing offense strategy. 
Considered an anachronism by some sports observers, the single-wing offense was the weapon that gave 
Piper’s teams the edge over tough opponents and led Piper to 200 victories as head coach. 
 
“I feel, as a senior, not only as a captain, that it was one of the greatest honors of my life to play under 
him,” Big Red Co-Captain Jeff Richardson said of Piper. In addition to being a great coach, Richardson 
said Piper has been a friend and supporter of his team. 
 
“He was intense at game time and diligent under adverse conditions. He was a great coach,” said another 
co-captain this season, Joe Havasi, a senior offensive guard. 
 
This thought was echoed by Brian Newkirk, of Clouse Lane, who was the “pulling guard” in the single-
wing formation on the 1985 team that ended the season with a 10-0 record and won the North Coast 
Athletic Conference championship. That year was followed by a second championship in 1986 with a 9-
1 record. 
 
Piper “genuinely cares about everyone that goes through his program,” including his players and coaching 
staff, Newkirk said. “He’s a great man and definitely cares about his kids.” 
 
Newkirk admitted to being intimidated by Piper when he was a freshman. By his senior year, Piper had 
become a partner and friend, he said. 
 
“He knows every aspect of football,” Newkirk said, adding that “I’d do just about anything for him.” 
 
“The man’s a legend. I’m glad I had the opportunity to play for him,” said Steve Schott, who played 
offense, defense and special teams until his graduation last year. 
 
“If I hadn’t come to Denison and the single-wing offense, I would never have gotten the chance I did” to 
take a shot at professional football, a career move Schott said he is now making with the help of Coach 
Piper. 
 
“Everybody knew it was going to happen, but no one wanted it to happen,” Schott said of Piper’s 
announcement. The coach has become such an institution at Denison that Schott was prompted to remark, 
“I won’t believe (that Piper has retired) until I see someone else on the sidelines.” 
 
Denison president Michelle Tolela Myers responded to Piper’s announcement “with a bittersweet 
feeling,” adding that “Denison and its athletics program are hard to conceive without your presence and 
leadership.” 
 
She lauded Piper for being “a special mentor to many” and thanked him “for everything you have done 
for Denison and for the young men who have learned not only to play football under your guidance, but 
more importantly have learned leadership, responsibility, the importance of teamwork, and the need to 
balance academic work and athletic performance.” 
 
Larry Scheiderer, Denison’s director of athletics, physical education and recreation, concurred. 
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“Keith has done such a good job for the university for so many years. We really hate to see him go and, 
obviously, our department won’t be the same without him. Keith’s shoes will be impossible to fill, but 
we will begin our search process for his replacement immediately.” 
 
Piper came to Denison as an assistant football coach in 1951. In 1954 he was named the Big Red’s 17th 
head grid coach. In the history of college football, only 13 coaches have won more games at the same 
institution. With his 200th victory this past season, Piper joined 23 other coaches who have reached this 
elite landmark in college football. 
 
Since 1984, when Denison became a charter member of the NCAC, the Big Red has compiled an 
impressive 52-36-3 overall record. During that time, Piper’s charges have been ranked among the national 
leaders in total offense, rushing offense and scoring defense, and they have outscored their opponents 
2,308 to 1,643. 
 
What makes these statistics more remarkable is the fact that Piper had elected to employ the single-wing 
formation, an offensive set used when he played in high school and college. The single wing all but 
disappeared from collegiate and professional football in the early ’50s. Through the 1992 season Denison 
was the only college in America to utilize the archaic offense, a scheme in which the quarterback never 
takes a snap from the center, but instead blocks for the other three backs. 
 
“I don’t really believe the single wing is better than any other offense,” said Piper about his use of this 
distinctive offense. “It does, however, give a coach countless options, utilizing both running and passing, 
both power and deception.” 
 
Piper considers the single wing’s uniqueness to be its most valuable feature. “Denison has selective 
admissions standards, and prospective athletes don’t get any breaks on admission or financial aid. 
Therefore, no matter how many talented football players we recruit, the numbers are usually in favor of 
our opponents on Saturday afternoon. When you’re going into a head-to-head battle with the same 
ammunition and strategy as your enemy and he has you outnumbered, your chances of winning aren’t 
good. If you can change your strategy and come up with some weapons your opponent doesn’t have or 
isn’t familiar with, you increase your chances of victory significantly. For us, the single wing has 
provided that advantage.” 
 
To support his point, Piper added, “If everybody else had been running the single wing, I probably would 
have used the T-formation.” 
 
The venerable mentor and his program have earned several recent honors. The Columbus Touchdown 
Club selected Piper as its Ohio College Coach of the Year in 1985, and his peers in the NCAC voted him 
Coach of the Year in both 1985 and 1986. 
 
This past season Denison recorded a 3-5-2 record. The Big Red’s 2-4-2 league record was good enough 
to earn them fourth place in the nine-team NCAC. 
 
Piper was recently a member of the regional ranking committee for the NCAA and is currently a member 
of the NCAA football rules committee. He also presided over the association of NCAC football coaches 
for nine years and assists with the administration of the Big Red Touchdown Club, a local service 
organization supporting Denison. 

— Sally MacPhail and the 
Denison Sports Information staff 
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1996 
 

Myron Rutledge 
 
A longtime Granville 
businessman was the 
recipient May 6 of the 
Granville Rotary Club’s 
annual Vocational Service 
Award. Myron Rutledge, 
also a club member, was 
recipient of the honor 
lauding his role in the 
business community. 
Rutledge was the first 
general manager of the 
Granville Lumber Co. in 
1950 when it was started by 
John Montgomery and Paul 
Lawyer. Still involved with 
the business, he was part of 
the company’s push several 
years ago to improve the 
lumber yard’s customer 

 
Myron Rutledge, center, is pictured with the Vocational Service Award with, 
from left, Rotarian Robert Bagley, his wife Erma, Rotary president Bill Seegers 
and son, Dave Rutledge. 

service, which included an immaculate physical plant. 
— The Granville Sentinel 

May 9, 1996 
 
Rutledge also served on a committee in 1971 that recommended a new fire station be built on the site of 
the old one on North Prospect Street, and was part of the team that made recommendations for renovation 
of what was known as the Sinnett House, which was located behind the Granville Public Library and, in 
March 1973, became the home of the Granville Fellowship, an organization for the community’s senior 
citizens. He also served on a Charter Commission in 1963-64 that established the “Charter Form” of 
government for the village, which allowed for a Manager, selected by Council, to watch over the day-to-
day operations of the village, with the mayor to be selected from the council — a move he believed would 
take the politics out of a lot of decision-making, said his son, Dave Rutledge. 

— Charles A. Peterson 
July 30, 2020 

 
FROM THE LOCAL NEWS COLUMN “HERE AND THERE,” WRITTEN BY MARY ROBERTS: If 
you had any doubt about the impact of Myron’s Rutledge’s passing you only had to ride by the Methodist 
Church Sunday to see the mobs of people trying to get in there to pay their respects to the family. And 
he well-deserved all the accolades heaped on him. Myron definitely took Granville as his home and he 
was in the midst of everything, doing whatever he could to help the community: library, garden club, 
schools, building committees, etc. We will miss him. 

— The Granville Sentinel 
July 1, 1999 
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1997 
 

Les Hicks 
 
“When Les Hicks talks, education listens.” 
With that statement, Denison University 
President Michele Tolela Myers may have 
best summed up the career of the retired DU 
vice president for finance and management. 
 
Hicks was awarded the Granville Rotary 
Club’s Vocational Service Award at the 
club’s Dec. 1 meeting. 
 
Hicks held his post at Denison for 25 years, 
retiring early in 1995. He began his career 
in 1958 at the University of Delaware. Prior 
to his arrival at Denison he was manager of 
business operations at Carnegie Mellon 
University in Pittsburgh. 
 
Myers, in remarks before Rotarians, said 
former DU president Blair Knapp “made 
one of the smartest hires of his 
administration” when he brought Hicks on 
board. 
 
“Les put Denison on a firm financial 
footing,” Myers said. “He brought us 
discipline. He taught us fiscal 

 
Vocational Service Award recipient Les Hicks. 

responsibility. We now take it for granted that the books balance every year. I assure you that this is not 
the case at every college.” 
 
Hicks’ major achievements, according to Myers: 
 
• He made the university debt-free. 
 
• He built a financial management team that practices strong fiscal conservatism. 
 
• “He kept us honest about what we were spending money for, and why.” 
 
• He led the university through construction of several major buildings and renovations including Knapp, 
Shorney, Burke, Seeley G. Mudd, and Olin Science halls; and renovations to  
Deeds Field, Cleveland Hall and Doane Library. 
 
• He helped to build the college’s endowment and other similar funds to nearly $275 million. 
 
Myers noted that Hicks’ “parting gift” to the university was serving as project manager for construction 
of the largest Denison building ever built – the Mitchell Recreation and Athletic Center. This was at a  
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time when “he should have been winding down” in his career., she said. 
 
Hicks achieved beyond his Denison work as well. A member of the National Association of College and 
University Business Officers (NACUBO), he was awarded that organization’s Neal Hines Publication 
Award for his work on the first comprehensive “Basic Manual for Physical Plant Administration.” He 
also received the group’s Distinguished Service Award in 1992. He served on the NACUBO national 
directors board as its secretary and was president of the organization’s eastern section. 
 
Rotarian Seth Patton, who took over Hicks’ post, described him as a “grassroots person. Working for him 
was like working for your dad,” Patton said. 
 
“He knew most all of the employees by name and genuinely cares about them,” Patton said. “They knew 
he could be tough, and you knew you couldn’t get anything past him. But I can tell you he was the guy 
always trying to treat everyone fairly when it came to compensation, and always championed personnel 
practices that were fair to everyone.” 
 
“Denison is a stronger place for everything Les Hicks did for us,” Myers closed. “Granville is a finer 
community for the dedication and service Les brought to it.” 
 
In presenting Hicks with the award, Rotarian Larry Sargent also noted that Hicks served on the Granville 
Board of Education, Chamber of Commerce board and gave countless hours to his church along with 
serving on several area task forces. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Dec. 11, 1997 
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1998 
 

William T. McConnell 
 
It took three speakers to do justice 
to William T. McConnell as he was 
presented the Granville Rotary 
Club’s 1998 Vocational Service 
Award. 
 
McConnell, of Granville, chairman 
of Park National Bank and Park 
National Corp., was presented the 
honor last Monday at the club’s 
weekly meeting at the Granville 
Inn. 
 
“It takes three people to really take 
care of him today,” said the first 
speaker, Howard LeFevre, winner 
of the first-ever Vocational Service 
Award in 1993. LeFevre outlined 
McConnell’s civic contributions, 

 
Vocational Service Award recipient William T. McConnell, with Rotarian 
Ted Barclay, left, and club president Jay Callander. 
 

saying, “He has been an active citizen of this community and I’m sure we’ve all benefitted from his 
work.” 
 
McConnell’s involvement in the Licking County Community is all-encompassing. He has held top 
positions in the Newark Rotary Club and official positions on the Newark Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Licking County Industrial Growth Corp., and Dawes Arboretum boards, just to name a few. He has been 
a director with the Ohio Chamber of Commerce board since 1995. 
 
A Denison University graduate, he serves on the Denison trustees board and chaired the presidential 
search that brought Michele Tolela Myers to campus for 10 years. He has been involved with a number 
of Denison organizations including the Committee to Select George F. Baker Scholars. He also serves as 
a trustee on the Newark Campus Development Fund. 
 
He has been affiliated with a long list of other civic undertakings including the Licking County Land of 
Legends Festival, Spencer Halfway House, YMCA, Licking Memorial Health Systems and the Licking 
County Foundation. 
 
Speaking on McConnell’s Denison involvement, Mary Jane McDonald, Vice President of University 
Resources and Affairs, described McConnell as “unpretentious, friendly, intelligent, generous and loyal 
to a fault.” 
 
Involved in every major Denison development, McDonald said, “The record will show that Bill is very 
serious about doing a good job.” 
 
McConnell is a winner of the Denison Alumni Association’s highest honor, the Alumni Citation. 
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McDonald also noted that McConnell was a leader and “wise counselor” in the effort to increase the 
university’s endowment to over $300 million. 
 
“What I admire even more is Bill’s personal character,” McDonald said. “He respects all people and finds 
something good about those people. 
 
Noting that McConnell’s wife, Jane, is heavily involved in the community as well, McDonald remarked, 
“Over the last 40 years they have made a difference in this community.” 
 
Noting a long list of professional involvements and achievements, new Park National CEO Dan DeLawder 
observed how quickly McConnell rose through the ranks at Park National since he was first employed 
there in 1960. 
 
“He’s made us extremely proud in the way he’s represented us over the years,” DeLawder said. 
 
McConnell was president of the Ohio Bankers Association and a former chairman of Ohio BANKPAC 
and served two terms on the directors board of the Federal Reserve Bank in Cleveland. He is also a former 
chairman of the American Bankers Association (ABA) Government Relations Council and its 
Communications Council and served as ABA president. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Dec. 17, 1998 
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1999 
 

Harold “Buck” Sargent 
 
This is Buck Sargent’s year! 
 
On the heels of the presentation of the first 
Granville Historical Society volunteer 
award named after him, the retired grocer 
was accorded another significant honor 
Monday. Granville Rotary presented him 
with the club’s sixth Vocational Service 
Award for exemplary performance and 
pride in one’s vocation. 
 
Harold “Buck” Sargent, a charter member 
of the club, was presented a brass mantle 
clock representing the honor previously 
given to Howard LeFevre, Les Hicks, the 
late Myron Rutledge, Keith Piper and Bill 
McConnell. 
 
Sargent’s Market was open for 32 years, 
from April 1, 1946 to July 3, 1978. 
 
“There are three qualities Dad had in his 
business,” said eldest son Wes, during the 
presentation Monday at the Granville Inn,  

Harold “Buck” and Dora Sargent. 

“a willingness to change, love for his business and the time involved.” 
 
Sargent opened his shop downtown, now occupied by Blackstone’s Butcher Block & Deli, as a meat 
market. But with the arrival of the IGA store during the latter years of his tenure, Sargent adjusted. 
 
“Ultimately he had to put groceries in,” Wes said. “Rather than sitting down and complaining about it, 
he sat down and thought of some other ways to make a living. He just made another change.” 
 
Wes described the store’s long hours, 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., six days a week, as grueling. “That was a lot of 
hours.” 
 
Second son Larry Sargent noted that to run a “mom and pop” enterprise, business was important. But it 
wasn’t too important to stand in the way of friendships, even those with competitors. If Sargent’s didn’t 
have it, like one Saturday night just before closing when a customer asked for two chickens and he had 
just one, they got cooperation from fellow grocers Ike Fuller of Fuller’s Market right next door where 
Brews is now located; or Carl Welsh, where First Federal Savings now operates. At one point there were 
five Granville grocers: A&P and Huffman Market being the other two. 
 
“Dad and Carl and Ike worked well together,” Larry said, noting that the trio rotated closing hours so that 
at least two were always open. 
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“We were just darn good friends,” Buck himself said. The three were all Rotary members, and Buck and 
Welsh were in the volunteer fire department. 
 
Fellow Rotary charter member Carl Frazier noted other contributions the sergeants made over the years, 
including Buck’s work in United Way. 
 
“Buck and Dora always worked together for the school system,” he said. “They spoke much in favor of 
the school system and always endorsed bond issues and levies.” 
 
Dora had a key role in the business as well, checking out customers while Buck was in back cutting meat, 
Buck explained later. 
 
“She was right with me,” he said. “At first, I had other help, but later years, after the kids were in school, 
she was with me the rest of the time. I couldn’t do without her.” Dora was at Buck’s side for the 
presentation Monday. 
 
Larry also recalled the importance of the customer at Sargent’s Market, going to the length of replacing 
a Thanksgiving turkey on the holiday when, inside the oven, it was apparent that it had spoiled. 
 
Sargent, a native of Fredericktown, said he was talked into the meat business by his brother, who had a 
shop in their hometown. “I’d never cut any meat before in my life,” he recalled. 
 
Sargent emotionally expressed his appreciation to Rotarians for the recognition. “Many a time, Dora and 
I said we were so lucky to end up in Granville,” he said. 
 
He related later, “I just can’t say enough nice, nice things about the people of Granville, how wonderful 
they were to my wife and I, and our family and business.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Dec. 2, 1999 
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2000 
 

Jack O’Neill 
 Licking County 
might be only a 
ghost of what it has 
become, 
economically, had 
it not been for a 
visionary Gran-
ville businessman. 
 
From the first 
housing develop-
ments he started on 
Newark’s east side 
to the now-forming 
Etna Industrial 
Park in southwest 
Licking County, 
thousands of jobs 
and billions of 

 
2000 Vocational Service Award winner Jack O’Neill. 

 
dollars in payroll have been generated from his efforts, his associates say. 
 
It was these achievements that motivated the Rotary Club of Granville to bestow its coveted Vocational 
Service Award on John J. “Jack” O’Neill.  
 
The president of the Southgate Corporation was presented the honor last week, and he was overwhelmed. 
 
“I’ve never been so undone by anything in my life,” a briefly choked-up O’Neill said, surrounded by 
family members as well as Rotarians. “I deeply appreciate what your people said for me today.” 
 
O’Neill was the originator of Central Ohio’s first industrial park, the Newark Industrial Park in Hebron. 
And it took O’Neill’s efforts to get Columbus its first industrial park at I-270 and Roberts Road. 
 
O’Neill is credited with the development of the former 250-acre Wherle Farm south of Newark, Heath’s 
commercial district. It includes several Southgate shopping areas. 
 
O’Neill, a Yale graduate and Connecticut native, came to Granville after a brief stint in the furniture 
business, his son Rob said. O’Neill came here to his wife Betsy’s hometown in 1954 without employment, 
but with a plan to “find out what the need is and fill that need, Rob explained. 
 
He started by building nine houses on Homewood Avenue and starting the Edgewood Park development 
near the Heath-Newark line. 
 
O’Neill had erected an industrial building in Indiana, which sparked his interest in those kinds of 
structures. 
 
“I liked the industrial business so much I figured I’d get into that,” he said, along with seeing the need 
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for new homes following World War II. 
 
After securing the Wherle property in 1958 and initiating commercial and housing developments there, 
O’Neill saw a need for more employment opportunities, giving birth during the sixties to the 400-acre 
Newark Industrial Park. 
 
McMillen Woods, an office-industrial-residential development on Newark’s west side, followed, as did 
the Columbus Industrial Park. 
 
“I’ve always been truly impressed and often awed by the vision Jack possesses,” said Rotarian Larry 
Parr, who joined Southgate in 1977 and is now vice president of construction with the firm. He noted that 
between 4,000 and 5,000 jobs were the result of the first industrial park project. 
 
“That doesn’t include the spin-off and second tier employment that resulted,” Parr said. 
 
Bob Kent quoted Licking County Chamber of Commerce statistics indicating that “billions of dollars” in 
payroll might have gone elsewhere had O’Neill not initiated what he did here. 
 
“I think Jack O’Neill is Licking County’s go-to-it man,” Kent said, describing him as a “behind-the-
scenes man who gets a lot of things done.” 
 
Kent cited another example of O’Neill’s leadership; the fact that the Granville Golf Course is still 
operating and attractive today because O’Neill assembled a group of investors to save it after it was 
subdivided for houses during the seventies. 
 
Kent, a partner with O’Neill since 1986 and friend for 40 years, said O’Neill doesn’t just build industrial 
parks but looks out for the ecology in the process. 
 
“We need industry for the lifeblood of the community, but it needs to be done right,” Kent said. “Jack 
O’Neill does that.” 
 
An admitted tree-hugger, O’Neill said that whenever one can be saved, it is. 
 
“We work hard to save any trees we possibly can,” he said. 
 
Additionally, the Anomatic Corporation’s presence at McMillen Woods was okayed only after an Ohio 
State University study assure that steam generated from the plant would not harm trees and foliage. 
 
“I love trees and natural terrain,” O’Neill said. 
 
His proudest achievement, however, is the Newark Industrial Park. 
 
“It continued the (county’s) vitality,” O’Neill said. “It brought industry and jobs to Licking County. And 
it continues to grow. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 2, 2000 
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2001 
 

Lewis Mollica 
 
An educator-administrator is the recipient of the Granville Rotary 
Club’s Vocational Service Award for 2001. 
 
Dr. Lewis R. Mollica, superintendent of Granville schools from 
1970-80, was bestowed the honor at the club’s weekly luncheon 
meeting Oct. 21 at the Granville Inn. 
 
Mollica was also Licking County Schools superintendent from 1980-
87 and is currently president of the Granville Board of Education. 
 
He is presently an educational consultant with the Ohio Department 
of Education, an associate professor of educational administration at 
Ashland University, and was director of the Ohio LEAD (Leadership 
in Educational Administration) Center. 
 
He has held jobs at nearly all levels of education from teaching to 
guidance to being a principal. 
 
Mollica, who was accompanied by his wife, Janice, and their 
children and grandchildren for the presentation, began his career as 
an elementary teacher in Lexington, Ohio, Local Schools in 1956. 
He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in education (English, Social 
Studies) from Defiance College, Master’s in Education 
(Administration, Psychology) from Bowling Green State University, 
and a Ph.D. in Personnel Administration from Ohio University. 
 

 
Lewis Mollica 

 
“Lew has always been in leadership positions,” said fellow Rotarian David Bowers. 
 
“I can think of very few people,” said Rotarian Tom Gallant, an educator himself, “who have served 
education in so many different positions and so many different roles as Lew Mollica.” 
 
Gallant added, “Lew is known for his forthright positions. Not everybody agrees with him all the time!” 
 
Granville Schools Superintendent Kathy Lowery said, “He has impacted the lives of so many students 
and adults in and around the Licking County Community.” 
 
Lowery believes that Mollica’s experience as a superintendent helps him understand per position better 
from his school board president’s seat. 
 
In other areas of education, it was stated that Mollica is involved with: 
 
• Establishing standards for administrators. 
 
 
• Reviewing course work and programs at colleges and universities. 
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• Representing the State of Ohio on accreditation visits to colleges and universities. 
 
• Developing guidelines for local professional development committees as they determine what is 
appropriate for re-licensure of teachers and administrators every five years. 
 
• Working on a compensation package for teachers based upon more than just training and experience. 
 
Mollica said receiving the award is, indeed, an honor. 
 
“During the 10 years that I was superintendent here, it was indeed, a pleasure,” he said. “This is a great 
place to be in education. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 1, 2001 
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2002 
 

Bill Seegers 
 
Bill Seegers rarely finds himself at a loss for words, much less “petrified”. 
 
But that’s how he felt when he was awarded the Granville Rotary Club’s 
highly regarded Vocational Service Award. 
 
The award is presented each year to a Granville man or woman who has 
demonstrated pride and service through his vocation and who has been 
recognized as a leader not only in business, but also to the community. 
 
The winners must also have high ethical standards, meaning they must 
continually pass the Rotary Four-Way Test: “Is it the truth? Is it fair to all 
concerned? Will it build good relationships or friendships? Will it be 
beneficial to all concerned?” 
 
“They basically have lived their lives with integrity,” said Doug Barno, 
of the Granville Rotary Board of Directors. “It’s not really ‘who’s who’ 
from a social standpoint, it’s ‘who’s who’ that makes a difference.” 
  

Bill Seegers 
 Seegers was presented with the award in October at a very emotional ceremony. 

 
“I’ll tell you what, when this thing is given, it’s tears,” Barno said. “It’s very special. Bill was almost 
speechless for the first 30 seconds. He sat there and could hardly get up.” 
 
Even weeks after the presentation, Seegers was clearly moved by the memory of the moment. 
 
He’s been a member of Granville Rotary since 1981. 
 
“I was totally flabbergasted and was trying to collect my thoughts,” he said from his home. “One of the 
things I said was, given the people who’ve gotten the award before me… an awful lot of people in this 
community who I feel have done more for the community and their vocations than I have… it really was 
a great surprise.” 
 
“Seegers, 58, worked at Denison University in the development office in charge of corporate fund-raising 
until last October when he took a medical retirement. 
 
Seegers’ co-worker, Curt Thompson, credited Seegers with the construction of, among other projects, 
Olin Science Hall. 
 
“As you look at the face of Denison, you see Bill’s handiwork,” he said. “Bill’s success in attracting 
grants from the corporate and foundation world has helped provide student scholarships and brought 
sophisticated technology into our classrooms.” 
 
Dave Hartman, a member of the Rotary awards nominating committee, said, “We had a good number of 
nominations, but we had the most for Bill. What really stood out was not only his vocation but also all 
his extra-curricular activities to help our community.” 
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In addition to his extensive volunteer work with the Granville Recreation Commission and the Rotary 
Youth Exchange among other things, Seegers has also been instrumental in numerous Granville school 
levy campaigns. 
 
He was co-chair of the successful 1996 campaign that passed two new tax issues. 
 
“He did these things, and they weren’t headline-making-type jobs,” said Granville High School principal 
Chuck Dilbone. “He was behind the scenes doing all this stuff, helping students achieve at a very high 
level. He’s outstanding -- very well-deserving.” 
 
Seegers is also a retired lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve. 
 
“He took all the skills that he had and put them together in different parts of the community,” Barno said. 
“He exemplifies the best traditions or Rotary. 
 

— Drew Bracken 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 7, 2002 
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2003 
 

Dr. Tracee Karaffa 

Dr. Tracee Karaffa is the 
recipient of the 2003 
Granville Rotary Club 
Vocational Service Award in 
recognition of exemplary 
leadership, high personal and 
professional standards, 
service to the nation and 
dedication to Rotary. 
 
Karaffa, 43, a 1978 graduate 
of Granville High School, has 
had a local medical practice 
since 1995. 
 
She is well known for her 
humanitarian efforts in Haiti 
where she and her husband, 
Robert, founded a non-profit 
organization – Healing Art 
Missions. 
 
Robert was unable to attend 
the award ceremony Oct. 27 

 
Dr. Tracee Karaffa, of Healing Art Missions, doing humanitarian work in Haiti. 
 

but wrote a speech that was read for him by his mother and Tracee’s mother-in-law, Jane Karaffa. 
 
He wrote about the start of their efforts in Haiti and the fund-raising Tracee initiated to pay some of the 
expenses. 
 
Robert described Tracee as the core of Healing Art Missions. 
 
She makes most of the connections, does most of the organizing and does the most to make sure the 
organization carries on from day to day, Jane Karaffa read. 
 
“She deserves the bulk of the credit for the organization’s accomplishments,” Robert said in his written 
remarks. “It’s not about one person or another wanting to be in the background or foreground, it’s about 
Tracee’s driven day-in and day-out commitment to help the Haitian poor through Healing Art Missions 
by being the ‘glue’ of the organization and the strongest constant that keeps the rest of us with similar 
commitment moving forward.” 
 
Tracee made her first voyage to Haiti in 1997 with the group Adopt-a-Village Missions of Tallahassee, 
Fla. She was overwhelmed by the extraordinary disparity she saw between the Haitian and American 
cultures. 
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Above all, she felt the staggering weight of the needs produced by such poverty. 
 
Before that first trip was over, she’d made an absolute commitment to service the needs of the Haitian 
poor. 
 
At the award ceremony, her father-in-law, longtime Granville physician Dr. Fred Karaffa, spoke about 
her method of treating patients with time, listening and discussing as well as prescribing. 
 
Kris Charlton, one of her patients, also spoke on her behalf about how Tracee looks after her, her husband 
and four children. 
 
“She’s very down-to-earth, very caring,” said Charlton, an underwriting supervisor at State Farm 
Insurance in Newark. “She takes time, which is unusual today with doctors. I never feel like I’m rushed 
when I’m in there. She always sits down and takes time to visit with you, find out what the issues are, 
and addresses them – in full. You never feel like she’s running in and running out the door.” 
 
As for Tracee herself, she said that the award was a total surprise. 
 
“Truthfully, it was a thrilling thing to receive,” she said. “I was totally surprised. I felt like they were 
talking about someone else. It sounded like I should be retiring, but I’m not. I’m just getting started.” 
 

— Drew Bracken 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 6, 2003 
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2005 
 

Ted Barclay 
 
Ted Barclay is among the last of what is now a rare breed in the sports-
education world. 
 
Barclay, a vigorous 74, coached five sports at Denison University along 
with holding administrative positions. Today, he still has a hand in 
athletics as an official in three sports. 
 
Barclay’s dedication to his occupation won him the prestigious and 
coveted Granville Rotary 2005 Vocational Service Award. 
 
Barclay came to Granville 44 years ago to work at Denison. During his 
tenure he served as an associate professor of physical education, coach 
and administrator. He was Denison’s first-ever swimming coach as well 
as the director of the newly completed Gregory Swimming Pool. 
 
In his early years, along with coaching soccer and swimming, he also 
assisted with the men’s lacrosse teams. He also coached the men’s golf 
team from 1991-2003, with the team placing ninth in the NCAA Division 

 
Ted Barclay 

 
III national tournament during his final season. From 1993-96 he coached the women’s soccer team, 
taking it to the nationals in 1993. 
 
Barclay served as the men’s athletics director from 1979-1991. He retired the first time from Denison in 
1979 and again in 1993. He was inducted into the Denison Athletic Hall of Fame in 1997. 
 
“The unique thing about Ted is the fact, I think, he coached about every sport we had here, especially on 
the men’s side,” said Dr. Larry Scheiderer, director of athletics, physical education and recreation at 
Denison. “Most people specialize in one sport. You’re lucky if you can get somebody with the 
qualifications and expertise to coach two sports. So, Ted was one of those at the end of a group that were 
really physical educators and able to coach anything.” 
 
Additionally, Barclay initiated the Big Red Soccer Camp in Granville, which eventually led to the 
Granville High School varsity soccer program. He was also one of the founding members of the Granville 
Recreation Commission. 
 
Outside of the sports realm, Barclay was president of Granville Rotary in 1990-91. He also served in the 
U.S. Naval Reserve during his Denison years and spent four summers on active duty in Newport, R.I. He 
was also part of the administration for the preliminaries held in Annapolis at the Naval Academy for the 
1982 Olympics held in Los Angeles. 
 
“Ted’s record of service is so broad and so multi-faceted over such a long period of time,” said Granville 
Rotary president Doug Barno. “His life has just been exemplary in terms of sharing his gifts with students 
and fellow workers, which is what the vocational service award is all about.” 
 
Barclay said he was totally shocked to win the award. 
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“I would never in a thousand years put myself in the same category as those who have won it in the past,” 
he said. “I just had no clue what-so-ever until it happened and then I was really, truly humbled. It was 
quite an honor and I really appreciate it.” 
 
Barclay keeps busy with his three grandchildren and two new puppies. He also tutors reading at the 
elementary school and keeps busy with various Rotary projects. 
 
“I don’t play any sports except for golf, but I have become an officiating junkie,” he concluded with a 
laugh. “I officiate soccer in the fall, swimming and diving in the winter, and lacrosse in the spring. So 
that keeps me pretty busy two or three days a week.” 
 

— Drew Bracken 
The Granville Sentinel 

Dec. 30, 2004 
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2007 
Vocational Service Award 

When it comes to recruiting 
new members for Rotary, few 
can match the efforts of 
Diarmuid McSweeney. 
 
In 34 years as a member of the 
Rotary Club of Granville, he’s 
credited with sponsoring as 
many as 60 newcomers. What’s 
more, he helped to start two new 
clubs. 
 
All that time and effort, coupled 
with a busy travel schedule and 
a long line of managerial posts 
at the Holophane Co., made 
Mc-Sweeney a cinch for 
Granville Rotary’s Vocational 
Service Award. McSweeney, 
known affectionately as “Dee”, 
was honored on Nov. 12. 
 

 

Dee McSweeney, left, with Rotary president John Daughterty. 
 

2010 
Service Above Self Award 
 
 

(McSweeney was also presented the club’s Service Above Self Award in 2010.) 
 
Past Granville Rotary president John Daugherty outlined McSweeney’s long list of club achievements: 
president for 1985-86, board member-director twice, 34 years of perfect attendance despite a busy travel 
schedule all that time and a two-time Paul Harris Fellow, meaning he contributed financially to the Paul 
Harris Fellowship, named for the founder of Rotary International. 
 
“Where Dee has had his major impact, and consistently kept a pace that is out in front, is in bringing in 
new members,” Daughterty told fellow Rotarians. “Dee’s experience embodies the Share Rotary theme, 
which president John (Weigand) has asked us to embrace this year.” 
 
Besides sponsoring a number of new individual members, McSweeney served for many years on the New 
Member Classification Committee and was credited with helping the club get its new-member breakfasts 
established. 
 
“Dee has probably brought in close to 60 people,” said Rotarian Elizabeth Gray. 
 
McSweeney brought other new members into the Rotary fold in bulk. He helped to start clubs at Pataskala 
and New Albany in 1997 and 2006, respectively. 
 
Daugherty termed the ability to start a new club as “one of the greatest accomplishments a Rotarian can 
achieve.” 
 

Diarmuid “Dee” McSweeney 
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“Successfully chartering a new club takes a lot of Rotary knowledge, patience and hard work. But the 
result has a significant and lasting impact,” he said. “That impact extends not only to the new Rotarians 
brought into the fold, but also to the community the club will ultimately serve.” 
 
“Dee taught us a lot about Rotary,” said Judy Baird, the Pataskala club’s first president. 
 
“He sat there with a strength and quiet wisdom, and he encouraged us,” said New Albany club president 
Gary Paine, who said the club has developed deep roots and will be there forever.” 
 
Greg Subisak, director of lighting education at Holophane, who was hired in 1983 at the company by 
McSweeney, outlined McSweeney’s career successes. He was an optical and product designer, director 
of research and development, vice president of product and market development, director of education 
and training and VP of business development, among other posts. He also gave presentations on lighting 
issues world-wide, he said. 
 
Active in the National Council on Qualifications for Lighting Professions, he became the group’s 92nd 
president. He ultimately won the organization’s top honor, the Mark’s Award, for service to the society, 
which has been won by only 16 individuals. 
 
McSweeney, in brief remarks after the award presentation, thanked his employer for allowing him to be 
involved outside of work and expressed satisfaction that the two new clubs are prospering. 
 
“It’s been a good road,” he said. “I’ve met a lot of people.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 22, 2007 
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2008 
 

Seth Patton 
 

 

A man described as quiet but effective has 
been honored with one of the Granville 
Rotary Club’s top honors. 
 
“Leading by example,” “pointing the 
way,” and “true leader” were oft-used 
phrases as cohorts described Rotarian Seth 
Patton, winner of the club’s Vocational 
Service Award. 
 
Patton, vice president of finance and 
management at Denison University, is the 
2008 recipient of the award recognizing 
service to the club and community within 
an individual’s profession. 
 
He was presented the honor Oct. 20 
surrounded by fellow Rotarians, family 
members and co-workers. 
 
“Our awardee is not a boastful person,” 
said Rotarian Dee McSweeney, the 2007 
award winner who introduced Patton as 
this year’s honoree. “I cannot remember 
him ever being anything but quiet and 
modest about his considerable  

Vocational Service Award recipient Seth Patton. 

achievements at the university and elsewhere.” 
 
McSweeney described Patton, 61, as a “dean” of his university profession and DU president Dale T. 
Knobel termed him as “important for Granville.” 
 
The Pennsylvania native and Bowling Green State University graduate with a degree in education has 
worked at Denison for 29 years, starting as housing director, moving through the financial ranks including 
controller and director of finance. 
 
Patton said he was drawn to the business and management world after he remained at BGSU as director 
of housing after graduation. 
 
The first time Denison financial assistant Diane Pyle saw Patton, he was painting around a window at 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church in Heath, where he had just become a member. 
 
That was only the beginning, Pyle said, because Patton ultimately became a church council president 
during a challenging time — when a church addition was under construction. It was at his suggestion that 
the project be done, Pastor Kristen Santiago said in a letter praising Patton’s leadership qualities. 
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“At this point, Seth’s work really came into play,” Pyle said, noting Patton utilized his experience in 
seeing to the construction of several Denison buildings. “It was his depth of knowledge and experience 
in these areas that he so generously shared with our church so that we could complete a new addition to 
our building.” 
 
Pyle worked with Patton at Denison for 18 years. 
 
“Seth is the ‘big picture’ guy, with the hard job of changing dreams and ideas into reality,” she said. 
 
Knobel said in his DU position, Patton also works with the Village of Granville and Granville Township 
and played a key role in the arrival of the Kendal at Granville retirement community and the university’s 
role to establish Spring Valley Preserve in cooperation with the Licking Land Trust. 
 
“And he lives in Heath!” Knobel exclaimed. 
 
He’s presided over a lot of growth at the college,” Knobel said, including construction of buildings such 
as the Burton Morgan Center and several new dormitories. 
 
“There are a lot of ways to upset people when you’re vice president of finance and management,” Knobel 
said. “Seth doesn’t.” 
 
Past Rotary president Russ Edgington noted Patton joined the club only in 1996 but served as its president 
just five years later. He’s also been in charge of the Rotary Foundation program, the club’s charitable 
arm that issues monetary grants to individuals and organizations both locally and internationally. 
Edgington credited him with helping Rotary through a financial quandary. 
 
“The interesting thing about Seth is that he’s a natural born leader,” Edgington said. When Edgington 
became president two years ago, he knew where he could get advice. 
 
“With people like Seth, there’s always someone you have to fall back on.” 
 
Patton’s son, Kevin, 26, described his dad as “the epitome of someone who leads by example.” 
 
“He’s a hard worker who doesn’t really cut corners — ever,” the younger Patton said, adding that his dad 
always had time for family. 
 
Patton gave credit to others for his successes. 
 
“I think the point I want to make is that all along the way I was helped by people,” he said following the 
award presentation. “Though I’m grateful for this award, I’m smart enough to know that I’m no more 
deserving of it than you.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Oct. 30, 2008 
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2009 
 

Tony Skufca 
 
Professional achiev-
ement with high 
standards and a 
heavy dose of 
volunteerism helped 
Tony Skufca win the 
Granville Rotary 
Club’s highly 
regarded Vocational 
Service Award. 
 
Skufca, a longtime 
manager at the 
former Newark Air 
Force Base, was 
presented the honor 
Oct. 19. 

 
Vocational Service Award recipient Tony Kufka, holding plaque, with wife, Dottie and three 
sons, plus one grandson. 
 Col. Joe Renaud, an air force base retiree, said Skufca, a Newcastle, Pa., native, was asked to take over 

as director of maintenance at Newark in 1991, based in part on Renaud’s observation that western 
Pennsylvania natives “are one hard-headed group of people,” and that Skufca is among them, in addition 
to being a hard worker. 
 
“Right from the beginning he did a wonderful job,” Renaud said. 
 
Renaud praised Skufca’s work that resulted in a reduction in the number of personnel grievances, and 
institution of a program to reduce chlorofluorocarbons in the plant, which resulted in the Innovations in 
American Government Award presented by Vice President Al Gore, Renaud said. Skufca also was 
involved with the base winning the national Quality Improvement Prototype Award for government 
institutions for the base’s quality systems. Skufca also directed a beryllium workshop self-directed work 
team that won a Hammer Award, instituted by Vice President Gore, for programs that “break the mold” 
in government operations, Renaud said. 
 
Skufca ultimately worked his way to the position of deputy base commander. He presently works part-
time as a caregiver at Home Instead Care in Granville. 
 
As a community volunteer he coached Little League baseball, flag football and assisted with the high 
school football team. He helped start the Knights of Columbus chapter at the Church of St. Edward the 
Confessor and has served on the Licking County United Way Board, worked with the Boy Scouts and 
the Granville Volunteer Fire Department, the latter for 20 years. 
 
Skufca and his wife Dottie have three sons and seven grandchildren. 
 

The Granville Sentinel 
Oct. 29, 2009 
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2010 
 

Lesa Miller 
 
When Granville Recreation District board 
member Steve Schneider moved to 
Granville in the early 1990s, he said he 
always saw Lesa and Jerry Miller around 
town. 
 
“It just seemed like they were 
everywhere,” Schneider said. “It was 
because they were everywhere and 
involved in everything.” 
 
The Millers got even more involved in 
1997 when they assumed the co-
directorship of the then Granville 
Recreation Commission. Later, when Jerry 
stepped down, it was Lesa’s baby. 
 
“She was doing a full-time job paid as part-
time,” Schneider said. 
 
Her dedication to the position along with 
other community involvement won her 
praise from the Rotary Club of Granville in 
the form of its coveted Vocational Service 
Award, presented Oct. 25. 
 
“It is an honor to be recognized by 
members of your community for doing 
something that you love,” Lesa said later. 
 

 
Lesa Miller, 2010 Vocational Service Award recipient. 
 

Lesa has served in the recreation realm for over 10 years including the GRC co-director and director 
positions. She is now program director of the newly formed Granville Recreation District. 
 
Rotarians credited her for steering the GRC “through a period of enormous growth in participants, 
programs and facilities while providing exemplary and tireless service to the community.” 
 
The GRD currently serves more than 7,000 participants in more than 400 programs led by 350 volunteer 
coaches, instructors, referees and chaperones, along with management of Wildwood Park, McPeek 
Lodge, Raccoon Valley Park and the shelter houses at Spring Valley Nature Preserve. 
 
GRD administrative assistant Janet Gordon, during the award presentation, noted that during Lesa’s 
tenure as director, GRC programs expanded with her leadership, including development of Wildwood 
park and the addition of Little League, soccer and softball fields at the new Raccoon Valley Park. 
 
“Until I began working with Lesa and the Granville Recreation Commission, I really didn’t know the 
extent of her passion for Granville,” Gordon said. 
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Former GRC board member Andy Crawford said the GRC mostly dealt with youth sports when the 
Millers got on board, but more varied programs were added to reach people of all ages. When the Millers 
started, there were 775 registered participants in sports programs, which doubled to more than 1,500 
registrations last year, according to GRD figures. 
 
Schneider added, “Lesa’s attitude has always had a lot to do with that. Every time this happened, it 
expanded her workload.” 
 
Crawford, familiar with former GRC co-directors Debbie and the late Rod McPeek, said the bar had been 
set in terms of expectations. 
 
“It was easy to see the kind of quality she had to have for that job,” she said. “She certainly fit all those 
qualities.” 
 
Lesa also was active in Granville schools as an elementary classroom assistant, with PTO Market Day 
and as a high school office assistant, said Rotarian Karen Berdan, who announced Lesa’s award. Gordon 
said Lesa also helped to organize a Girl Scout troop and was heavily involved in the 1993 Wildwood 
playground construction project, which Lesa said sparked her interest in the GRC. 
 
“Jerry was a GRC member when the McPeeks were directors,” she said. “He was the one that thought it 
might be a good fit for us when the job opportunity arose. Our kids were involved in GRC activities (and) 
I was looking to work part-time, and working from home was a benefit with the job because I could be 
home with the kids.” 
 
Lesa credited volunteers with the success of the GRC and now GRD and said the kids are a prime 
motivation. 
 
“They are truly the backbone of our success,” she said of the volunteers. “From the dedicated men and 
women that have served as GRC committee members, beginning in 1976, to each and every parent 
volunteer, we would not be where we are today without them.” 
 
“The other thing we love is the kids,” she said. Responding to Crawford’s praise for her ability to deal 
with challenges, especially questions from parents, Lesa said, “You say, ‘We love the kids’.” 
 
Lesa credited her parents, Jim and Nancy Siegel, as her inspiration for public service. Jim Siegel was the 
longtime chair of the village’s Tree and Landscape Commission and was awarded Rotary’s Service 
Above Self Award in 2001. 
 
“It was not taught in my family, it was done in my family,” Lesa said. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 4, 2010 
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2011 
 

Greg Ross 

Just moments after 
grocer Greg Ross was 
presented the Granville 
Rotary Club’s prestige-
ious Vocational Service 
Award, he turned the 
spotlight away from 
himself. 
 
Describing one of the 
annual projects that Ross 
Granville Market 
contributes to — grocery 
bags for the Cub Scout 
food drive benefiting the 
Licking County Food 
Pantry — Ross simply 
stated: “That’s a great 
example of what 
Granville does best.” 

 
Greg Ross, second from left, with Ross Granville Market staff and family members  
 

But it was all about what Ross and the family-owned market do best as far as Rotarians were concerned. 
Ross was presented the award Oct. 24, annually given to an individual who has achieved vocational 
excellence, said Rotarian Karen Berdan, who added that the winner also makes significant contributions 
to quality of life in the community and shows a strong work ethic. 
 
Explaining that the grocery is equally owned by Ross and four other family members, Berdan said, “The 
store has always strived to achieve excellence and serve the Granville community well.” 
 
Citing examples of numerous remodeling and expansion projects throughout the years and efforts to gain 
consumer feedback about the store’s performance, Berdan said, “It’s obvious that Greg and his sisters 
and brothers take pride in the quality of their market.” 
 
Rotarian Ryan Mills, manager of the Granville office of Park National Bank and the store’s retail banker, 
elaborated further on Ross’ business sense. 
 
“As one of the owners and managers of Ross Granville Market, Greg makes decisions regarding the 
financial operation of the business, inventory, personnel, marketing and community involvement,” Mills 
said. “I have long admired Greg’s calm demeanor, judgment and dedication to the community.” 
 
Tom Dyar, the grocery’s dairy department manager, spoke from the employees’ point of view about the 
honor. 
 
“I can tell you from working with him that his dedication and commitment to our business is 
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unprecedented and a model the management staff respects, understands and appreciates,” said Dyar, who 
has worked with Ross for six years. “He gives us the opportunity to express our thoughts on business 
decisions and opportunities, respects those thoughts and incorporates them within our overall goals in 
being competitive and succeeding in a very competitive environment.” 
 
Berdan further described the Ross family’s practice of reaching out to the community as a “good old-
fashioned habit of giving back,” noting sponsorship of a Granville Recreation District Babe Ruth team 
“for decades,” an ice hockey team and their backing construction of the ticket booth at the then-new 
Granville High School football stadium a few years ago.  
 
The store also provided food, water and money for the Wildwood Park playground construction project 
during the early 1990s, she said. 
 
“The market has continuously helped booster groups at the Granville schools by giving discounts on food 
purchases,” Berdan said, as well as allowing youth groups such as the Scouts to sell items at the store. 
 
Mills, also active in the Granville Area Chamber of Commerce, noted one of the grocery’s ultimate 
cooperative efforts: allowing the GACC’s Tuesday Farmers Market to set up in the Ross Market parking 
lot because the Saturday market location of North Main Street was not an option. 
 
“Presumably he did not see the farmers market as competition taking away customers from Ross’ 
Market,” Mills said, “but rather as a benefit to the community.” 
 
“When it comes to service to the community, I know this is something Greg feels to not only be a good 
deed,” Dyar said, “but more importantly a necessity to the community.” 
 
“I’m very humbled for the Rotary to give me this award,” Ross said, noting he’s a second cousin to 2010’s 
winner, Lesa Miller. “I try to live by the golden rule that others want to be treated the way I like to be 
treated.” 

 
— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 3, 2011 
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2012 
 

Dr. Dale T. Knobel 

Denison University president Dale T. 
Knobel will leave Granville at the end of 
the current school year with one of the 
community’s highest honors. 
 
Dr. Knobel, in his 15th and final year as 
Denison president, was awarded the 
Granville Rotary Club’s Vocational 
Service Award on Oct. 15. 
 
Knobel, accompanied by his wife, Tina, 
who also was credited with being active in 
the community, said, “We aren’t done yet. 
There’s such a busy year ahead.” 
 
Rotarian Karen Berdan, in announcing the 
honor, said Dr. Knobel has made 
“significant contributions” to both the 
university and the Licking County 
community. 
 
At Denison, she credited Knobel with 
maintaining a high reputation for the 
university, improving the quality of 
students and faculty, new construction and 
renovations, an increase in the university 
endowment and an excellent “town and 
gown” relationship. 
 

 
Rotary president Doug Eastman (left) with Vocational Service 
honoree Dr. Dale T. Knobel. 
 Berdan described the current student body as “the most diverse and highest achieving in the school’s 

history,” noting first-year applications nearly have doubled, SAT averages have increased and the multi-
cultural representation on the incoming class increased from 18 percent to 30 percent. 
 
Rotarian Seth Patton, Denison’s vice president for finance and management, agreed that Knobel has 
raised DU’s stature “through dedicated participation and leadership on important higher education 
boards, committees and councils.” As an example, Knobel currently serves on the board of directors and 
executive committee of the National Association Independent Colleges and Universities and has been 
active in other such groups. 
 
Knobel is also a board member for The Works in Newark and drew praise from Works Executive Director 
Marcia Downes. 
 
“Dale, as president of Denison University, is the model for town and gown relationships,” Downes said, 
adding he has also served on the Midland Theatre board in Newark. “He has touched so many 
organizations in our community.” 
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Downes said Knobel’s involvement in the community is recognized and emulated by the students and 
faculty. They model his behavior. Students from the hill can be found in almost every facet of our lives 
in Licking County.” An example, Downes said, is the DU Chemistry Department teaching STEM 
initiatives to middle- and high-school students. 
 
“The leadership of Denison encourages this strong community collaboration,” Downes said. “Our 
community would look and feel very different without these amazing students and faculty touching the 
lives of the community.” 
 
Patton described Knobel’s enthusiasm and energy level as “nearly beyond comprehension. I’ll be with 
him on a Monday morning and he’ll tell me where he’s been or what he’s done over the weekend and I 
get tired just listening.” 
 
Back on campus, Patton said Knobel has improved DU’s “balance sheet” dramatically. During his tenure, 
$246 million was invested in the physical plant and $244 million in gifts was raised for the college. 
 
Knobel described the position of university president as a “useful vocation.” 
 
It’s been important to us to be in Licking County and in Granville,” he said, including his wife’s work. 
“It’s important for us personally to be involved. We hope we can leave something behind that’s positive.” 
 
“It’s also hard,” he said of winning the award. “It means the end is coming.” 
 
Knobel said he and Tina would be moving to Austin, Texas, upon his retirement. 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Nov. 1, 2012 
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2013 
 

Dave Rutledge 

Who knew? 
 
For 38 years, Dave Rutledge 
has been at the Granville 
Lumber Co. quietly doing his 
job, first as a truck driver and 
hardware buyer and ultimately 
as general manager and 
president. 
 
Few people, other than a 
handful of customers and co-
workers, realized that all these 
years the Granville native was 
slowly but surely becoming a 
pillar of the community. 
 
The word is out. Rutledge is 
the winner of the Granville 
Rotary Club’s 2013 Voca-
tional Service Award, which 
has “pillar” written all over it. 

 
Vocational Service recipient Dave Rutledge (center) is flanked by Granville 
Lumber Co. co-worker Tom Lawyer (left) and wife, Leda. 
 

 
It’s given annually to a Granvillean who has achieved vocational excellence locally. Rutledge was 
presented the honor at Rotary’s Oct. 21 meeting with his wife, Leda, and Granville Lumber sales manager 
Tom Lawyer on hand. 
 
“Dave has the professionalism, work ethic and commitment to service to be recognized by this award,” 
said Rotarian Karen Berdan, who announced the honor. “He has a reputation for treating employees at 
Granville lumber with fairness and respect.” 
 
He is also known for his personal customer service. He will always take phone calls after hours or answer 
questions patiently whenever someone has a question about where to begin on his or her construction, 
remodeling or repair project, Lawyer said. 
 
“You can tell that, every day he interacts with them,” said Lawyer, who has worked with Rutledge for 19 
years. “He’s probably the most knowledgeable person in our organization, and knows how much 
(merchandise) costs, and why we need it or don’t need it.” 
 
Lawyer said Rutledge always puts in more hours than anyone, sometimes even Sunday mornings at the 
lumber yard. “You can always see that Dave is on the job.” 
 
Berdan added that Rutledge and Granville Lumber have supported the Granville community in “countless 
ways” including the art and theatre departments for both Granville schools and Denison University. 
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“Dave can never say ‘no’ to the Granville yearbook or sports program ads and enjoys following local 
sports,” Berdan said. 
 
“Granville Lumber employees help out with the Bluesfest, Christmas trees for the Candlelight Walk and 
the Turkey Trot stage at Thanksgiving,” Berdan said. She added that the company supports other 
activities by donating the use of its golf cart, flatbed truck or labor. 
 
She also noted the business works routinely with Eagle Scouts on their projects and cuts out pinewood 
derby cars at no charge for Cub Scouts. 
 
Rutledge also served two years as president of the Ohio Lumberman’s Association and chaired two school 
levy campaigns, Leda Rutledge said. 
 
Rotarian and longtime pal John Klauder recalled when, as a varsity basketball player at Granville High 
School, Rutledge hit a last-second half-court basket to beat Utica. 
 
“And the crowd went wild,” Klauder said. “I remember everybody going nuts and how he handled his 
moment of fame – no boastfulness at all. That sticks with me to this day.” 
 
Klauder noted that Rutledge was the winner of the Don James Award at the end of his senior year, given 
to a GHS student who exemplifies sportsmanship and consideration for others. 
 
“You continue to operate within your business and the community with those qualities that got you so 
far,” Klauder said to Rutledge, using works and phrases such as “unflappable, highest code of ethics” and 
“as honest as they come.” 
 
Berdan read the Declaration of Rotarians in Business and Professions that emphasizes points such as 
considering one’s occupation as another opportunity to serve, providing one’s occupation as another 
opportunity for young people and working for the relief of the special needs of others. 
 
“This all sounds like Dave,” she said. 
 
“I just want to thank this group – what a tremendous group it is,” Rutledge said of the Rotary Club and 
recent winners of the same award, including Seth Patton, of Denison University and Greg Ross, of Ross 
Granville Market. “There are a lot of others in here that deserve this more than I do.” 
 
“My whole philosophy,” Rutledge said, “is keep on doing the right thing.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Oct. 31, 2013 
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2014 
 

Tom Gallant 
 

 
Educator. Public servant. Community 
historian. Those three factors made for a 
special day for Tom Gallant on Dec. 1 
 
A retired educator and former Granville 
mayor, Gallant was presented the 
Granville Rotary Club’s Vocational 
Service Award and is a rare winner of 
both of the club’s prestigious 
recognitions, the other being the Service 
Above Self Award, in 1988. 
 
“It’s amazing to me how much can be 
pulled from so little in terms of my 
background,” said a humble Gallant, a 
Denison University Professor Emeritus. 
“I really thank everyone for this award. 
 
Pointing out Gallant’s status as a retired 
professor, Rotarian Dena McKinley said 
that at Denison, “He was known for his 
fairness and thoughtful care in all of his 
work. Many valued him as a mentor, fine 

 
Vocational Service Award winner Tom Gallant (left) and Rotary 
president Tom Bunhard display Gallant’s plaque. 

colleague and a steady influence for all at the college.” 
 
DU Professor of Computer Science and Mathematics Don Bonar noted in absentia that Gallant’s early 
years in education were spent as a principal and teacher at the elementary, junior high and high school 
levels before he arrived at Denison in 1965, where he served as chair of the Education Department for 
some 28 years. 
 
“During my years on the Board of Education, Tom was helpful in clarifying certain legislative mandates, 
matters related to school finance, and a willingness to explore most any item related to education,” said 
Bonar in remarks read by Rotary president Tom Bunyard. 
 
Lyn Robertson, also a Denison Professor Emeritus, knows Gallant both as one of his students and a fellow 
teacher. 
 
“His commitment to education and to creating schools and classrooms that serve all students well, 
regardless of their backgrounds, came in loud and clear and helped me greatly as I began to teach seventh-
grade English at Lincoln Junior High in Newark,” Robertson said. 
 
She noted how, at Gallant’s suggestion as he neared retirement, she co-taught a course with him that 
focused on women and students of marginal status, called “Women and Minorities: The Educational 
Dilemma.” 
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“One measure of a professor’s influence is how many students come back into his/her life after they stop 
being a student,” Robertson said. “I remember seeing many former students come back to Denison to 
visit Tom and that he and (his wife) Myra often visited former students during their travels. His influence 
is alive and well in hundreds of former students — and their students — all over the U.S. and around the 
world. 
 
McKinley also noted Gallant’s involvement with the Granville Historical Society, serving in a variety of 
leadership positions and recently as a speaker for a program on the one-room schoolhouses of Granville 
Township, a subject of one of the two books he wrote while at Denison. The other was “Shepardson 
College and its Heritage: A story of women’s quest for higher education in Granville, Ohio.” 
 
Robertson, on Gallant’s service as mayor and councilman, said, “Such work takes many, many hours and 
it’s volunteer work. Mayor Gallant worked easily with the other council members, used his calm wisdom 
as he thought about the community as a whole, and made sure that Mayor’s Court was run with fairness 
and in the service of justice.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Dec. 11, 2014 
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Dr. Karen Berdan is always busy in her 
optometry office on South Prospect 
Street — when she’s not helping to 
screen kindergarteners-to-be in an area 
school. 
 
Berdan, who has owned and operated the 
Granville Vision Center since 1989 after 
entering practice there in 1983, was 
presented the 2015 Granville Rotary 
Club’s Vocational Service Award. 
 
Granville schools superintendent Jeff 
Brown, speaking on behalf of retired 
school nurse Joanne Sherwood, praised 
Berdan’s devotion to helping schools, 
saying “Everybody knows the schools 
can’t do it alone. We need people like 
Karen and Rotary.” 
 
Sherwood, in her letter, said, “I could not 
have managed our school’s kindergarten 
vision screening program without her 
each year. Of the 23 years I worked as 
the district nurse, Dr. Berdan 
volunteered every time I asked. She has 

2015 
 

Dr. Karen Berdan 
 

screened thousands of students over the years.” 
 
Sherwood added that if not treated at a young age, vision abnormalities can lead to permanent loss of 
sight. 
 
Berdan assisted at least one day a year if not more days with the screening, Sherwood wrote, also testing 
new students. 
 
“She was always helpful with her advice about serious problems and many times helped me decide the 
appropriate emergency plan, often seeing the individual herself,” Sherwood related, “when I had serious 
concerns about eye conditions of staff members.” 
 
“This has been an incredible gift she has given not only to students, but to parents as well,” said Rotarian 
Elizabeth Gray, who nominated Berdan for the honor along with Rotarian Dena McKinley. 
 
Gray applauded Berdan as a “professional” as well, especially her policy of scheduling one patient at a 
time. 
 
 

 
Rotary president Amy Huddleston and Vocational Service Award 
recipient Dr. Karen Berdan. 
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“It’s a totally different experience because you are the only person she is dealing with at the time,” Gray 
said of a typical office visit. “She continues to provide traditional personal service in an increasingly 
impersonal world.” 
 
She added that Berdan includes her home and cell phone numbers on her card along with the office 
number. 
 
“It does come in handy when you have a puppy eat your glasses,” Gray said. 
 
Berdan’s husband, Clarke, a former Granville Board of Education member, said his wife does not seek 
the spotlight. 
 
“What is happening here is an acknowledgement of her hard work,” he said. 
 
“We all like to work hard in Rotary,” Dr. Berdan said, also pleased that she has been able to find problems 
in the student screening. “Every year we catch things even when I think we’re not going to.” 
 

— Charles A. Peterson 
The Granville Sentinel 

Oct. 29, 2015 
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2016 
 

Charles A. Peterson 
 

 
Charles A. Peterson 

Former Granville Sentinel Editor Chuck Peterson has been awarded this 
year’s Granville Rotary Vocational Service Award. 
 
The honor was received in a surprise presentation before Rotary 
members on Oct. 17 at the Granville Inn. 
 
Peterson was nominated by Rotarian Dena McKinley. In her nomination, 
she noted Peterson’s service as a lifelong weekly journalist until his 
retirement in autumn 2015. 
 
“Throughout his career, he exhibited care, consideration and great 
integrity in all of his reporting and management endeavors,” McKinley 
wrote. 
 
Peterson’s strong community ties and service through various 
organizations and committees were also noted, particularly on behalf of 
the Granville Historical Society. 
 
Among those who spoke on behalf of Peterson’s service was David 
Skeen, who along with his wife, Becky, studied at Denison University 
before returning to Granville many years later to make their home at Kendal. 
 
“After being away 56 years, we had to figure out what the town was like now,” he said. “One of the things 
that made us familiar right away was reading The Sentinel. Then I joined the Historical Society and got 
to know him personally. It’s been a pleasure to work there with Chuck.” 
 
Andy Wildman, executive director of the Granville Recreation District, said, “I’ve always appreciated 
how tactfully Chuck got information… without being toxic to the community.” 
 
In accepting the award, Peterson said, “Having written so many stories in the past of so many incredible 
people who’ve been given this award before me… I am very honored to be receiving this.” 
 

— Craig McDonald 
The Granville Sentinel 

Oct. 20, 2016 
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2017 
 

Dr. John Weigand, and 
Chuck and Lisa Whitman 

 
One is known as Dr. Humble, The 
Bridge and Dr. Perfect. 
 
The others are credited with “perfection” 
in the Granville-based restaurant 
business they launched. 
 
In the first case, the nicknames were 
assigned to Dr. John Weigand, medical 
director at the Kendal at Granville 
retirement community. 
 
He, along with entrepreneurs Chuck and 
Lisa Whitman, shared the 2017 
Vocational Service Award given 
annually by the Rotary Club of 
Granville. 
 
Weigand, president of Central Ohio 
Geriatrics and Chief Medical Officer of 
National Church Residences, was 
nominated for the honor by Rotarian 
Katy Paumier, who works with Weigand 
as part of her medical management 
business. 
 
“I work with over 50 physicians and 
none of them have the dedication, high 
ethical standards, high caliber of 
professionalism and high level of 
compassion and concern,” Paumier said 
in her nomination letter read during the 
Nov. 20 presentation.  
 
“You will often see his office lights on 
late into the night as he prepares for his 
next talk, handles a medical emergency, 
has an empathetic chat with a patient’s 
family or contemplates how the country 
is going to take care of the needs of the 
rapidly growing population of aging 
adults,” Paumier’s letter added. 
 
Amy Martin, vice president of 
operations for Central Ohio Geriatrics 

 
Rotary president Andy Wildman and Vocational Service recipient 
Dr. John Weigand. 

 
Marla Krack accepted the Vocational Service Award on behalf of 
Chuck and Lisa Whitman. 
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who has worked with Weigand since 2009, said that “above and beyond” does not begin to describe the 
level of patient care he provides. 
 
“If you were to follow Dr. Weigand for a day, you would think he ran a concierge practice,” she said. 
“He sees patients where they live and any time of day needed.” 
 
“John makes house calls!” said Doug Helman, executive director at Kendal, in comments read by 
Rotarian Tom Gallant, who referred to Weigand as “Dr. Perfect.” “If someone doesn’t make it in for an 
appointment because they are home bound, it’s not unusual for John to visit that person in their home.” 
 
“Having worked in senior living for 25 years, I can attest that John’s compassion toward older adults as 
a physician is unmatched,” Helman wrote. 
 
Kendal resident Dave Skeen said he and wife Becky quickly became friends with Weigand since their 
arrival in 2010. 
 
“When you’re 77 years old there are certain things you depend on. I came to Kendal and found my 
geriatrician,” he said. “What I like most about John is his teaching when we go in for visits.” 
 
The Bridge? Paumier’s nickname for Weigand reflects his dedication as a former Rotary president in 
getting the seven-year Rotary bridge project completed over Raccoon Creek to link the T.J. Evans Bike 
Path in Granville to Raccoon Valley Park. 
 
Weigand credited his wife, Jan, his entire family and many mentors for his successes. “I’ve pretty much 
had a clear path to do what I do,” he said. 
 
Rotarian Chuck Peterson emphasized the Whitman couple’s connection to the soft serve ice cream 
industry as youths — knowledge that led them to establish Whit’s as a frozen custard outlet. 
 
“I grew up on soft-serve ice cream but when I tried frozen custard, that was it,” he quoted Lisa as saying. 
“Frozen custard is creamier and full of flavor.” 
 
Chuck Whitman worked in a dairy manufacturing plant where he gained greater insight into which 
ingredients made ice cream so delicious, Peterson said.  
 
“Over the years he became convinced that with proper ingredients, frozen custard could become a popular 
choice of many customers,” Peterson said. 
 
He said that after experimenting with a variety of ingredients, they believed they’d found “perfection” in 
their Granville store, which first opened in March 2003 and eventually expanded into a central Ohio chain 
and into five other states. 
 
Marla Krak, Whits’ marketing coordinator who accepted the award for the Whitmans, said, “I believe 
that wherever a Whit’s store opens, there’s a little bit of Granville in each one.” 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
Nov. 30, 2017 
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Her business serves seniors and her 
volunteer work is aimed at youth — both 
of which were factors in Amy 
Huddleston becoming the 25th winner of 
the Granville Rotary Club’s annual 
Vocational Service Award. 
 
“We’ve seen lots and lots of Rotarians. 
There’s one who really stands out, and 
that’s Amy Huddleston,” said Sue 
Cherney, who along with her husband 
Chris nominated Huddleston for the 
honor. The couple share nearly 70 years 
of Rotary involvement. “It’s a delight to 
know her and see everything she does.” 
 
The award was presented at the club’s 
Jan. 28 meeting and was first presented 
in 1993 to the late Howard LeFevre, said 
master of ceremonies Paul Treece. 
 
Huddleston, a past Rotary president, was 
praised for her leadership in the Home 
Instead Senior Care franchise she opened 
in Granville in 2004 as its only 
employee. But Sue Cherney emphasized 
that Huddleston’s commitment to 
seniors goes beyond her occupation. 
 

2019 
 

Amy Huddleston 

“Through her vocational commitment to serving seniors with high quality care at her business to her 
volunteer involvement as president of the board of directors of the Granville Senior Center, she’s utilized 
her skills to enhance the lives of seniors in the Granville area,” Cherney said. 
 
Rotarian Tony Skufca, a volunteer caregiver at Home Instead for more than 10 years, remarked how 
Huddleston had fewer than 10 volunteers when he started. “The last number I saw was slightly under 
200. It may be higher than that now,” he said. 
 
Quoting the results of annual surveys of caregivers, Skufca observed, “Year after year her Home Instead 
franchise here in Granville actually is number one or close to the top of all the Home Instead franchises 
not only in the United States but around the world.” 
 
Doug Helman, also a Rotarian and the executive director of the Kendall at Granville Retirement 
Community, praised Huddleston’s franchise. “We have had a great relationship with Home Instead over 

 
Vocational Service Award winner Amy Huddleston. 

 



 

129 

  

the years, and Amy been a loyal partner, someone we could count on in a moment’s notice. She’s one of 
the most loyal and ethical people you can align yourself with.”  
 
Cherney also noted Huddleston’s involvement with youth endeavors, including the coordination of 
Rotary’s annual Leadership and Ethics Conference held each fall for 10th- and 11th-graders from 10 area 
high schools. The conference, with a variety of speakers, emphasizes understanding ethics and the 
importance of being fair to all concerned when making decisions. 
 
Cherney added that Huddleston has served on the Licking County Foundation’s scholarship review 
committee helping to choose scholarship recipients. In addition to being Rotary president, she was the 
club’s Service director that oversaw a large number of Rotary projects, several more involving youth. 
  
“Amy’s commitment to service has taken her to Ethiopia twice with the Free to Smile team, and she’s 
going to return there shortly,” Cherney added.  “Her compassion for others has been demonstrated in 
many ways, including her volunteer work as a buddy for athletes with Down syndrome at tennis clinics.” 
 
Citing Huddleston’s “high caliber of professionalism, enthusiasm and commitment to service and 
vocational excellence,” Cherney said, “When I think of her, I think of somebody going around saying, 
‘Where is there a need? I’m going to make sure it gets taken care of’.”  
 
Huddleston thanked her husband, Clay, for letting her pursue her career as she wanted to. 
 
“I’m so blessed with this business and to still be able to be a mom,” she said, “and to still do something 
I’m so passionate about — helping seniors not be alone. It’s a big epidemic and we love to do what we 
do, and we love to do it well.” 
 
Huddleston also credited the work ethic displayed by her parents, Joe and Julie Dudas of Gahanna, who 
were present for the presentation, as an inspiration.  
 
“I’ve watched both my parents work so hard,” she said. “It was never accepted to call off. When I had a 
job, you taught me my work ethic 100 percent. And I really thank you for that.”  
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
Feb. 14, 2019 
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2020 
 

Katy Paumier 
 
Her roles as a business owner, mother and active community member 
have been achieved “quietly” and “without breaking a sweat,” say her 
backers. 
 
Katy Paumier, who launched her own business, Paumier Medical 
Management Group in 1998, was lauded for “an exemplary record of 
service” when she was awarded the Vocational Service Award by the 
Rotary Club of Granville on June 15. 
 
Rotarians Sue and Chris Cherney, who nominated Paumier for the honor, 
applauded her for “utilizing her considerable business abilities for the 
good of the community. She has also demonstrated a commitment to 
helping others. Both business and non-profit organizations have benefited 
from her involvement.” 
  

Katy Paumier 

The Cherneys noted that for five years, Paumier has been a vital member of Granville Rotary not only as 
its groundbreaking treasurer for four years, but also through her participation and support of several more 
club activities. 
 
“Katy has literally helped to bring our club into the 21st century,” said Chuck Peterson, chair of Rotary’s 
awards committee. “Under her guidance, we started using credit cards for collecting dues and other 
payments.” Dues collections were also changed from quarterly to just twice per year, reducing busywork 
for an already challenging position, he said. 
 
Rotarian Andy Wildman, a former club treasurer, said, “One thing I hated dealing with was delinquent 
dues. Katy was excellent at changing the club’s culture regarding that issue, and collecting those back 
dues.” 
 
Rotary Fundraising Chair Andy Smutylo noted that Paumier was a big help in several of the club’s annual 
money-raising events, including recruiting and organizing volunteers for the huge Taste of Granville, the 
club’s biggest public event. 
 
“Katy has also volunteered for the Chili Cook-Off by selling tickets the day of the event as well as 
volunteering for early registration and traffic control for the Firecracker Five,” Smutylo said. “She has 
always been someone that our club has been able to count on for helping make our fundraisers a success. 
 
Outside of Rotary, Paumier helped propel the annual Granville Turkey Trot to new heights. The event is 
the huge Thanksgiving Morning run-walk raising thousands for the Food Pantry Network of Licking 
County — usually only $50,000 to $70,000 before she arrived. 
 
Bruce Westall, a Rotarian who for several years led the Turkey Trot, recalled how Paumier, once on 
board, proposed seeking “higher-end” corporate sponsorships to increase the donations — something 
many Turkey Trot board members were skeptical about. 
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“‘Did you ask yet?’” Westall recalled Paumier asking board members about the higher expectations.  
 
“Katy did ask and she did get those $10,000 premier sponsorships,” Westall said.  
 
“When everything is just right, there’s a moment of magic,” he said, recalling one Thanksgiving morning 
when Paumier told him, “Bruce, we’re going to make a hundred-thousand dollars.” 
 
“Nobody had done that before,” an emotional Westall said. “I owe that memory and that success… to 
Katy Paumier.” 
 
Dr. John Weigand, of Central Ohio Geriatrics, complimented Paumier’s business, a full service, multi-
specialty company that manages accounts receivable for a variety of healthcare providers. 
 
“Katy has gone out of her way to foster a trusting professional relationship between Central Ohio 
Geriatrics and her organization,” he said, emphasizing the company for its “steady, uncompromising 
quality.”  
 
A big factor in that success, he said, is her employees’ dedication, thanks to her leadership and passion 
for the business. 
 
“She demonstrated leadership and as a result, they remained inspired to continue to be employed by her,” 
he said. “Her infectious spirit has crossed over into that volunteerism.” 
 
Sue Cherney added that Paumier provided leadership to the Licking County Food Pantry and Central 
Ohio Hospice boards. As an active parishioner of St. Edward the Confessor Catholic Church, she has 
volunteered in numerous capacities. 
 
Former Rotary treasurer Peg Betts summarized, “Katy exemplifies the very characteristics of high ethical 
standards, dignity of work and outstanding professional achievement. As a business owner, mother, and 
active community member she successfully demonstrates how to keep tabs on everything without 
breaking a sweat!” 
 
Paumier, who is maintaining her business here even though relocating to Florida, said she is attracted to 
organizations that raise money for local causes. 
 
“I’m such a local person,” she said. “I guess I always follow my heart and I look at people and I 
understand what’s important to them. And if someone needs help, I want to help them.” 
 
“I’m going to miss Granville. I’m going to miss Ohio. It’s an honor to be a part of this community,” she 
said. 
 

— The Granville Sentinel 
July 2, 2020 

(Charles A. Peterson) 
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To be continued… 
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