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We at AIM Media 
stand with the 

Ukrainian people 
to support their 

freedom
& sovereignty.
WORKING HARD TO HELP THE UKRAINIAN 

PEOPLE IN THEIR TIME OF NEED.

aimmediacares.com

SUPPORT
UKRAINE

By Alixandria Wells-Good
Contributing writer

MECHANICSBURG – The Mechanicsburg Vil-
lage Council met on Monday, Sept. 2 at a regular-
ly-scheduled meeting in the municipal building.

Council member Scott Wilson spoke as a village 
citizen and thanked all who participated and vol-
unteered at the car show the weekend prior.

Village Administrator Roger Brake presented 
the administrator’s report. Brake shared that 
Columbia Gas has decided to replace the gas lines 
on West Race Street prior to the paving of Walnut 
Street. It was stated that Columbia Gas is doing 
this at no charge to the village due to the existing 
lines being so shallow.

Brake went on to share that excavation work 
will begin in the coming weeks for the new salt 
barn construction. He also said that they are look-
ing for volunteers to help prep and/or paint the 
outside of the firehouse within the coming weeks.

Brake later mentioned the Ohio Department of 
Transportation has given the village approval to 
install digital radar speed signage within the vil-
lage. Council approved the purchase of four signs 
at the cost of approximately $12,500.

Zoning Officer Dusty Hurst shared that there 
will be a Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) meet-
ing on Thursday, Sept. 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
municipal building. He stated that this meeting is 
to discuss the improvements and accessory struc-
tures located at Heritage Cooperative. Hurst said 
that the request involves a new grain leg and the 
replacement of a current grain storage bin. Public 
attendance is open and encouraged for anyone 
who has questions or concerns.

Assistant Fire Chief Steve Castle shared that the 
new fire truck, Tanker 30, is in service.

Mechancisburg Police Chief David Patrick 
requested approval for 6 vehicles to be auctioned 
on govdeals.com – approval was given by the 
council.

Council then went into two separate executive 
sessions. One to discuss “hiring and a possible 
conflict of interest” and the other to discuss “legal 
matters.”

After the executive sessions, the council decid-
ed to “approve using American Rescue Plan grant  

 
 The CEOs of Kroger and Albertsons in court  

to defend plans for huge supermarket merger
By Claire Rush and
 Dee-Ann Durbin
Associated Press

PORTLAND, Ore. — 
The chief executive offi-
cers of Kroger and Albert-
sons insisted Wednesday 
— under questioning 
from the federal govern-
ment — that merging 
would allow the two 
supermarket companies 
to lower prices and more 
effectively compete with 
retail giants like Walmart, 
Costco and Amazon.

Kroger CEO Rodney 
McMullen and Albertsons 

CEO Vivek Sankaran 
appeared in Oregon’s U.S. 
District Court to testify 
against the Federal Trade 
Commission’s attempt 
to block the proposed 
merger of their compa-
nies. During the hearing, 
the commission’s lawyers 
suggested that the merger 
would hurt competition 
in certain areas where the 
two are each other’s pri-
mary rivals.

“The day that we merge 
is the day that we will 
begin lowering prices,” 
McMullen said while 
under questioning by a 

lawyer representing his 
company.

The two companies 
proposed what would be 
the largest supermarket 
merger in U.S. history 
in October 2022, after 
Kroger agreed to pur-
chase Albertsons. But the 
Federal Trade Commis-
sion sued to prevent the 
$24.6 billion deal, alleg-
ing it would eliminate 
competition and lead to 
higher food prices for 
already struggling cus-
tomers.

Addressing another 
issue that has worried 

shoppers in communities 
with both Albertsons 
and Kroger-run stores, 
McMullen said Kroger 
was committed to not 
closing any branches 
immediately if the 
merger is finalized but 
might down the road if it 
decides location changes 
or consolidations are 
needed.

Sankaran, Albertsons’ 
CEO, argued that the deal 
would boost growth and 
in turn bolster stores and 
union jobs, because many  

 
 

24th Annual Bike Tour Sunday
Submitted story

The Simon Kenton 
Pathfinders (SKP) will 
hold their 24th Annual 
Bike Tour on Sunday, 
Sept. 8, beginning at the 
Urbana Depot.

The fund-raiser, in 
memory of the late Betsy 
Bohl, is the Pathfinders 
largest fund-raiser each 
year. Bohl was a charter 
member of the SKP and 
long-time treasurer. The 
Bohl family has been the 
primary sponsor of this 
event for many years.

Three route choices are 
offered to participants, 
each providing various 
degrees of difficulty. The 
15-mile route is entirely 
on the Simon Kenton Trail 

(SKT) and very flat; great 
for beginners and families.

The 31-mile/50K route 
is 50% on the SKT and 
50% on low traffic/rural 
roads near Cedar Bog; 
mostly flat and scenic. 
The 62-mile/100K route 
is a challenging ride, 95% 
on roads in northeast 
Champaign County and 
into Logan County; riders 
will be on parts of the Top 
of Ohio and Cardinal trails 
and also pass through 
West Liberty.

The event will begin 
with a 7:30 a.m. check-in 
and continental breakfast 
for participants. Riders 
may depart anytime after 
8 a.m. and no walk-in 
registrations will be taken 
after 11 a.m.

Area drivers are 
reminded to always show 
extreme caution when 
approaching road cyclists 
and obey all Ohio laws 
pertaining to cyclists; 
most importantly, main-
tain three feet of distance 
when passing a cyclist.

The “Early Bird” reg-
istration deadline is past 
but if you are interested in 
participating, online regis-
tration is still open or you 
can register the day of the 
event; cash or check only.

All youth registra-
tions receive a new bike 
helmet, in the interest of 
promoting riding safety. 
All registered partici-
pants also receive event 
T-shirts, food and support 
services during and after 

the event. Food trucks 
will be available in front 
of the Depot all day for 
participants and the com-
munity. This year, we have 
La Granja and Wilson’s 
Rollin’ Schmoke.

Register online at: 
https://www.simonkenton-
pathfinders.org or submit 
questions to: simon.ken-
ton.pathfinders@gmail.
com.

The Pathfinders are a 
non-profit who have built 
and maintain 28 miles of 
bike trail in Champaign 
and Logan counties.

This event and grants, 
sponsorships and dona-
tions are SKP’s only 
income.

Submitted by SKP.

Village to 
install radar 
speed signage

Freedom Grove receives revitalization
By Alixandria Wells-Good
Contributing writer

A piece of American history 
subtly resides in a spacious 
6-acre memorial park located 
right in Champaign County, and 
is getting a revitalization thanks 
to the collaborative efforts of 
local organizations.

The Freedom Grove Memorial 
Park is located near the corner 
of state Route 55 and U.S. Route 
68 in Urbana. The centerpiece of 
the park, a steel beam recovered 
from the World Trade Center 
wreckage of the Sept. 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks in New York 
City, stands near the center of 

the park and is one of the main 
focal points. 

The Rotary Club of Urbana 
established the park to honor 
those who lost their lives on 
9/11. The land, which is owned 
by Champaign County, is leased 
to the Rotary Club of Urbana.

There are many unique 
elements to Freedom Grove 
memorial park that have special 
meanings. The mound where the 
beam stands is surrounded by 
“ripples” in the earth that repre-
sent the powerful impact of the 
fall and how the event reverber-
ates today. 

Limestone corners mark the 
208-foot footprint of one of the 

towers. The circle beneath the 
beam represents the globe, rela-
tionships, the circle of life and 
embraces the beam. Inspired by 
the U.S. flag, the stars around 
the beam were created from 
steel, and represent the Twin 
Towers and the spirit of ingenu-
ity.

The beam, which arrived in 
Urbana in 2011 courtesy of the 
Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey, undeniably has sig-
nificant meaning. 

According to the local artist, 
Mike Major: “The beam symbol-
izes our journey together. This  Photo by Alixandria Wells-Good

Clean-up day was held at Freedom Grove in August. The effort included 
members of the Rotary Club, Master Gardeners and Scouts who volunteered.

Submitted photo
Pictured are riders participating in the 2023 SKP Bike Tour.
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of its and Kroger’s com-
petitors, like Walmart, 
have few unionized 
workers. But when asked 
what his company would 
do if the merger didn’t 
go through, he said it 
may pursue “structural 
options” like laying off 
employees, closing stores 
and exiting certain mar-
kets, if unable to find 
other ways to lower costs.

“I would have to con-
sider that,” he said. “It’s a 
dramatically different pic-
ture with the merger than 
without it.”

An FTC lawyer pointed 
to a written statement 
that Sankaran provided to 
the U.S. Senate in 2022 
when testifying about 
the merger, in which he 
said his company was “in 
excellent financial condi-
tion.” Sankaran said the 
market and certain condi-
tions had changed since 
then.

The testimonies of both 
CEOs were expected to 
be critical components of 

the three-week hearing, 
which is at its midpoint. 
What the two say under 
oath about prices, poten-
tial store closures and the 
impact on workers will 
likely be scrutinized in the 
years ahead if the merger 
goes through.

Kroger, based in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, operates 2,800 
stores in 35 states, includ-
ing brands like Ralphs, 
Smith’s and Harris Teeter. 
Albertsons, based in 
Boise, Idaho, operates 
2,273 stores in 34 states, 
including brands like 

Safeway, Jewel Osco and 
Shaw’s. Together, the 
companies employ around 
710,000 people.

FTC attorneys have 
argued that in the 22 
states where the two com-
panies compete now, they 
closely match each other 
on price, quality, private 
label products and servic-
es like store pickup. Shop-
pers benefit from that 
competition and would 
lose out if the merger is 
allowed to proceed, they 
said.

According to Kroger 

and Albertsons company 
documents referred to by 
FTC lawyers on Wednes-
day, the two companies 
are primary rivals in 
multiple regions, from 
southern California to the 
Portland metropolitan 
area. A Kroger attorney 
countered by saying that 
Walmart remains Kroger’s 
largest competitor in 
a majority of markets 
around the country.

McMullen said that Alb-
ertsons’ prices are 10% to 
12% higher than Kroger’s 
and that the merged com-
pany would try to reduce 
the disparity as part of a 
strategy for keeping cus-
tomers. Walmart now con-
trols around 22% of U.S. 
grocery sales. Combined, 
Kroger and Albertsons 
would control around 
13%.

“We know that pricing 
is going to continue to go 
down,” McMullen said.

The two CEOs also 
spoke to the ways in 
which e-commerce has 
transformed the grocery 
industry, noting Amazon’s 
online shopping platforms 
and its purchase of Whole 
Foods.

“When Amazon enters 
something, they make a 
big change,” Sankaran 
said.

The FTC and labor 
union leaders also claim 
that workers’ wages and 
benefits would decline if 
Kroger and Albertsons no 
longer compete with each 
other. They have addition-
ally expressed concern 
that potential store 
closures could create so-
called food and pharmacy 
“deserts” for consumers.

“America needs more 
competition, more gro-
cery stores, and more 
leverage for workers to 
secure better pay and 
staffing – not less,” the 
United Food and Com-
mercial Workers Interna-
tional union’s Stop the 
Merger coalition said in a 
statement Wednesday.

McMullen said Wednes-
day that Kroger was 
committed to honoring 
existing labor contracts. 
The FTC’s chief trial 
counsel, Susan Musser, 
said the merger still might 
affect working conditions 
because union contracts 
are typically renegotiated 
every three years.

beam is twisted. This 
beam is tormented. It has 
been through a horrific 
tragedy. It now repre-
sents our spirit, our will 
to embrace faith, hope, 
and freedom. It lies down 
no more. It does not lean 
over. It stands tall with 
America.”

The park is also home 
to multiple other monu-
ments honoring fallen 
soldiers and veterans 
from past wars, and an 
Underground Railroad 
Marker honoring Lewis 
Adams’ efforts assisting 
the enslaved people’s 
journey northward to 
Canada.

Now, the Rotary Club 
of Urbana in collabora-
tion with the Champaign 
County Master Garden-
ers is refreshing the park 
in hopes to bring more 
visitors and raise com-
munity awareness of the 
Freedom Grove project. 
It is also hoped that the 
park can be an education-
al experience for local 
youth.

The members of the 
Master Gardeners have 
been instrumental in the 
detailed choices of plants 
and flowers around the 
park. Plants within the 

Trade Center Tower 
“footprint” were specifi-
cally chosen to be “con-
templative, soothing, and 
reflective type of flower” 
according to Master 
Gardener Volunteer and 
Freedom Grove Chairper-
son Carolyn Roark. 

On the outside of the 
four corners, the more 
vibrant plants are used, 
including a recent addi-
tion of a pollinator gar-
den, which is an adjunct 
to the Master Gardener 
Volunteer annual but-
terfly larva hatching pro-
gram. Surrounding the 
Underground Railroad 
Marker are prairie flow-
ers, to pay homage to the 
type of land the enslaved 

people would’ve passed 
through in Champaign 
County during their jour-
ney northward.

Roark shared: “In 2023, 
the Champaign County 
Master Gardener Volun-
teers (MGV) entered into 
an extensive collaborative 
effort with our local Rota-
ry Club to revitalize the 
park. While the Rotary 
Club’s efforts are focused 
on hardscape repair and 
tree trimming within 
the park, the Master 
Gardener Volunteers are 
focused on the creation 
and planting of nine addi-
tional landscape beds; 
beautification of the park 
through the use of peren-
nial, native and annual 

flowers; and promoting 
education of local school 
age children by the cre-
ation of a pollinator gar-
den, which is an adjunct 
to the Master Gardener 
Volunteer annual but-
terfly larva hatching pro-
gram which is managed 
by Linda Lensman MGV.”

One of the upgrade 
projects is an opportunity 
for individuals or groups 
and organizations to 
purchase a brick that will 
have their name engraved 
on it and will be set in 
the walkway surround-
ing the park’s bell. The 
purchase of the paver will 
go towards upkeep of the 
park.

On Aug. 26, a “commu-

nity refresh” was held at 
the park where communi-
ty members were invited 
to help pull weeds, trim 
bushes, and assist with 
other park maintenance. 
Many members of the 
local Rotary Club and 
Master Gardeners were 
present as well as local 
Scouts from Troop 11.

Other area organiza-
tions that have been help-
ful to this project, wheth-
er with volunteer time 
or donations, are Troop 
87, Hillside Greenhouse 
(West Liberty), Seth’s 
Produce and Garden 
(Urbana) and Outlook 
Landscape and Lawncare 
(West Liberty). The 
majority of the plants 
at the Freedom Grove 
memorial park have been 
primarily supplied by the 

Master Gardeners’ pri-
vate gardens.

Volunteers are always 
welcome to help with the 
efforts to maintain and 
revitalize the park. Inter-
ested individuals may 
contact Carolyn Roark 
MGV, Freedom Grove 
Chair Person through 
the Champaign County 
Extension Office at the 
Community Center, 
phone number 937-484-
1526 or Paul Waldsmith 
at the Champaign Family 
YMCA at 937-653-9622.

Individuals interested 
in becoming a Master 
Gardener Volunteer can 
contact Grant Davis, 
OSU Extension Officer at 
937-484-1526 for details.

Reach the newsroom at 
UDCeditor@aimmediamidwest.com

Submitted story 

SPRINGFIELD – 
Mercy Health – Spring-
field will host its third 
annual Pink Honor Walk 
later this month in sup-
port of breast cancer 
awareness.

Breast cancer is the 
second most common 
cancer among women in 
the United States,with 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
reporting the diagnosis 
of about 264,000 cases in 
women and 2,400 cases 
in men annually.

“Breast cancer does 
not discriminate! 
Women and men can be 
diagnosed at any age. 
Everyone has a fam-
ily member, friend, co-
worker, or acquaintance 
who has had or currently 
has breast cancer,” said 
Tracy Adrian, a breast 
health navigator at 
Mercy Health – Spring-
field Cancer Center. “Our 
goal is to raise aware-
ness! Know your body, 
know the changes, know 
when to call your doc-

tor, do your preventative 
screenings, and know 
your family history.”

Participants can join 
the race by signing up 
on RunSignup.com. The 
registration fee is $30, 
which includes a t-shirt 
and goody bag.

All the money raised 
will benefit the following:

• Mercy Health Breast 
Patient Assistance Fund, 
a financial assistance 
program to help under-
served women access the 
screening and diagnostic 
mammograms, ultra-
sounds, and breast MRIs 
they need

• The Breast Cancer 
Endowment Fund of 
Clark County, a group 
established in1995 to 
provide financial assis-
tance to women in Clark 
and Champaign coun-
ties who have limited or 
no insurance for breast 
health or breast cancer 
services

• Sisters United for 
Prevention, a coalition 
of African American 
women promoting cancer 
awareness, early detec-

tion, and education in 
the minority community 
of Clark County

• Breast Friends 
Forever of Champaign 
County, a group aimed at 
making cancer patients 
feel safe and supported 
by helping them resolve 
problems that may inter-
fere with the treatment 
process, including finan-
cial aid and additional 
resources

“Clark and Champaign 
counties have the high-
est breast cancer rates 
in the state of Ohio. 
These counties are so 
fortunate to have these 
amazing organizations to 
assist our breast cancer 
patients within our com-
munities. We know we 
can always reach out to 
them and they will imme-
diately jump in and assist 
when and wherever 
needed,” said Adrian.

The Pink Honor Walk 
will be held Friday, Sept. 
27 at the Mercy Health 
–Springfield Cancer Cen-
ter at 148 West North 
Street in Springfield. 
Events will begin at 4:30 

p.m. with the walk start-
ing at 5:30 p.m. Once 
the race wraps up, there 
will also be an after-party 
celebration at Mother 

Stewart’s Brewery in 
downtown Springfield.

For more information, 
contact Tracy Adrian at 
937-523-8640.

Info from MercyHealth – 
Springfield, part of Bon Secours 
Mercy Health one of the 20 largest 
health systems in the United States 
and the fifth-largest Catholic health 
system in the country.
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Mercy Health – Springfield to host 3rd Annual Pink Honor Walk
Event to raise money for breast cancer awareness

Submitted photo
Participants can join the race by signing up on RunSignup.com.

Photos by Alixandria Wells-Good
The beam arrived in Champaign County in 2011. It stopped in Mechanicsburg (pictured in this 2011 
photo) on its way to Freedom Grove in Urbana.

Mechanicsburg dignitaries stand with the beam as it stopped 
briefly in the village during its journey in 2011.
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AP Photo | Jenny Kane
Kroger CEO Rodney McMullen holds a Fred Meyer brand water 
bottle as he talks with Erin Rolfes, Director of Corporate 
Communications & Media Relations at Kroger, right, while leaving 
federal court after testifying during a federal court hearing on 
Wednesday, in Portland, Ore. Fred Meyer’s parent company is 
Kroger. 

funds to pay retention 
bonuses for the police 
department. This 
grant was specifically 
created to help small 
police departments 
compete with the sala-
ries of larger munici-
palities,” according to 
Mayor Jason Adels-
berger.

The village council 
will meet next on 
Monday, Sept. 16, 
at 6:30 p.m. in the 
municipal building. 
Village council meet-
ings are open to the 
public.

Reach the writer 
at UDCeditor@
aimmediamidwest.com

Check out our 

online!


