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beam is twisted. This
beam is tormented. It has
been through a horrific
tragedy. It now repre-
sents our spirit, our will
to embrace faith, hope,
and freedom. It lies down
no more. It does not lean
over. It stands tall with
America.”

The park is also home
to multiple other monu-
ments honoring fallen
soldiers and veterans
from past wars, and an
Underground Railroad
Marker honoring Lewis
Adams’ efforts assisting
the enslaved people’s
journey northward to
Canada.

Now, the Rotary Club
of Urbana in collabora-
tion with the Champaign
County Master Garden-
ers is refreshing the park
in hopes to bring more
visitors and raise com-
munity awareness of the
Freedom Grove project.
It is also hoped that the
park can be an education-
al experience for local
youth.

The members of the
Master Gardeners have
been instrumental in the
detailed choices of plants
and flowers around the
park. Plants within the
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The beam arrived in Champaign County in 2011. It stopped in Mechanicsburg (pictured in this 2011
photo) on its way to Freedom Grove in Urbana.

Trade Center Tower
“footprint” were specifi-
cally chosen to be “con-
templative, soothing, and
reflective type of flower”
according to Master
Gardener Volunteer and
Freedom Grove Chairper-
son Carolyn Roark.

On the outside of the
four corners, the more
vibrant plants are used,
including a recent addi-
tion of a pollinator gar-
den, which is an adjunct
to the Master Gardener
Volunteer annual but-
terfly larva hatching pro-
gram. Surrounding the
Underground Railroad
Marker are prairie flow-
ers, to pay homage to the
type of land the enslaved

people would’ve passed
through in Champaign
County during their jour-
ney northward.

Roark shared: “In 2023,
the Champaign County
Master Gardener Volun-
teers (MGV) entered into
an extensive collaborative
effort with our local Rota-
ry Club to revitalize the
park. While the Rotary
Club’s efforts are focused
on hardscape repair and
tree trimming within
the park, the Master
Gardener Volunteers are
focused on the creation
and planting of nine addi-
tional landscape beds;
beautification of the park
through the use of peren-
nial, native and annual

flowers; and promoting
education of local school
age children by the cre-
ation of a pollinator gar-
den, which is an adjunct
to the Master Gardener
Volunteer annual but-
terfly larva hatching pro-
gram which is managed
by Linda Lensman MGV.”

One of the upgrade
projects is an opportunity
for individuals or groups
and organizations to
purchase a brick that will
have their name engraved
on it and will be set in
the walkway surround-
ing the park’s bell. The
purchase of the paver will
go towards upkeep of the
park.

On Aug. 26, a “commu-

Mechanicsburg dignitaries stand with the beam as it stopped
briefly in the village during its journey in 2011.

nity refresh” was held at
the park where communi-
ty members were invited
to help pull weeds, trim
bushes, and assist with
other park maintenance.
Many members of the
local Rotary Club and
Master Gardeners were
present as well as local
Scouts from Troop 11.
Other area organiza-
tions that have been help-
ful to this project, wheth-
er with volunteer time
or donations, are Troop
87, Hillside Greenhouse
(West Liberty), Seth’s
Produce and Garden
(Urbana) and Outlook
Landscape and Lawncare
(West Liberty). The
majority of the plants
at the Freedom Grove
memorial park have been
primarily supplied by the

Master Gardeners’ pri-
vate gardens.

Volunteers are always
welcome to help with the
efforts to maintain and
revitalize the park. Inter-
ested individuals may
contact Carolyn Roark
MGYV, Freedom Grove
Chair Person through
the Champaign County
Extension Office at the
Community Center,
phone number 937-484-
1526 or Paul Waldsmith
at the Champaign Family
YMCA at 937-653-9622.

Individuals interested
in becoming a Master
Gardener Volunteer can
contact Grant Davis,
OSU Extension Officer at
937-484-1526 for details.

Reach the newsroom at
UDCeditor@aimmediamidwest.com



