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ROTARY DISTRICT
DONATES PPE

Present for the donation were several Hamilton County
Rotarians and Rotary District representatives including
(L-R) :Mark Bearth-Rotary District, Sheriff Tracy Lakin,
Paula Hatfield, Justin Hood, Joe Miller-Rotary grant
writer, Nathan Taylor-Police Chief and Hamilton County
EMA Director, Lucille Auten, D. J. Smith, Terry Drone,
and Vince Mitchell

Rotary

District

6510,

that

encompasses most all of southern
Illinois,

was

awarded

a

Rotary

International grant this past summer
which allows the District to purchase
about $1000 of PPE equipment for
each of the 28 counties for which it
covers.
the

The equipment is given to

Hamilton

Management

County

Emergency

Association

and

included face shields, hand sanitizer,

SUNSET ROTARY

For our quarterly birthday party, we
have

selected

Warming

Center

the
as

Carbondale
honoree

this

quarter. Jackson Williamson Counties
Sunset Rotary holds a birthday party
every quarter for members whose
birthdays fall within the three month
period. Instead of giving gifts to one
another we select someone to honor
that quarter. Special thanks to the
Thrift Shop for their enthusiastic
participation in our effort.

rubber gloves, surgical gowns/shoe
covering, and safety glasses and will
be

distributed

to

local

law

enforcement as well as for EMA use.
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Celebrate World Interact Week 2-8 November

Join the virtual World Interact Week party on Facebook to celebrate the power of
Interact, featuring a special guest appearance, exciting new announcements, and an
opportunity to connect with Interactors around the world.
In addition to joining the virtual party, take action with your Interact club with these
ideas to celebrate World Interact Week:
1. Share your best service project or leadership development activity in the 2020
Interact Awards. This year, we are accepting videos, photos, and essays as part of the
Interact Awards. Learn more and nominate your Interact club by 1 December 2020.
2. Plan a service project or celebration with your sponsor Rotary club and local
Rotaract club. Check out these ideas to plan service projects and club meetings
virtually.
3. Work with your sponsor club to complete a certificate of recognition to highlight the
positive impact during World Interact Week. Remember, social media promotion of a
World Interact Week activity by your Interact club is an optional goal towards achieving
the Rotary Citation for Interact Clubs. Use this worksheet to track your progress toward
the Rotary Citation for Interact Clubs throughout the year.
Share your celebrations with #WorldInteractWeek and join the Facebook event for the
most up-to-date events calendar and for access to live virtual events throughout the
week.
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Heart of America Emerging Rotary Leaders Seminar

Each autumn, Rotary Zones 30 & 31 – known collectively as Heart of America – sponsor an
Emerging Rotary Leaders (EL) seminar, including insights to Rotary leadership, various interest
sessions, and exchange of ideas with other Rotary leaders.
Kudos to these D6510 Rotarians who participated in the most recent seminar, Sept. 25 and 26.
Amy Allen Flora
Robin Dean Mt. Carmel
Shane Hermetz Carbondale
Alex Garrido Carterville Area
Ken Cooley St. Clair County Sunset
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BEYOND EXCHANGE By: Amelia Blakely
If an exchange year is positive, it’s likely that the student
is left with an overwhelming sense of love for their friends,
family, country, and world. An impulse of gratitude fills their
action and they must follow where their intention leads.
That could be by dedicating their life later on to
volunteering or spurs an interest in foreign relations. The
exchange experience redirects someone’s future and
Growing up is messy. Undergoing the growing pains of
perspective to be more daring than what they originally
teen life while also participating in Rotary International’s
Youth Exchange program allows students to envision their thought was possible.
future with international relationships and connections. For
Honestly, I don’t see a time more in need of daring,
someone like me, who was raised in a rural part of the
inclusive, compassionate, and imaginative thinkers and
United States where future prospects on the surface
doers than right now. It will take national and international
seemed limited, the Rotary Youth Exchange program
opened doors and ideas that wouldn’t have been available leaders of depth to begin to heal the open wounds of the
past and present that highlight our daily lives now. A first
to me otherwise.
start towards achieving that kind of domestic and
international peace can begin with Rotary Youth
During my exchange year in Sweden, I developed a new
Exchange.
awareness of global suffering and joy. In my case, it
Boarding the plane to Sweden I left the United States as a
teenager naive of the world’s problems. When I flew back
home after a year abroad, I no longer could see myself as
an individual with no impact or stake in global affairs. I
grew up.

happened when I was in language classes in my Swedish
school with individuals who fled their home countries. My
class peers who came from Syria and Afghanistan were
my age but had seen and fled from reality completely
foreign to me – war. Sitting across the table from them
hearing them recite a story about their last night at home
melted my apprehensive and bashful demeanor. I sat in
admiration of them and a new, uncomfortable awareness
of myself emerged.

This column will serve as a space to share success stories
of past exchange students, discuss the ways in which the
program can benefit students later on in their lives, areas
where the program could grow and have greater outreach
to communities that are not present in the program, and
updates in the current exchange program – all from the
perspective of a Rotary Exchange (Rotex) alumni, a former
exchange student who continues to work in the program as
an adult.

Challenging experiences are important in a person’s
I’m honored to introduce these monthly columns and I
character development. It can lead them to be effective
problem solvers, community builders, and leaders because hope readers look forward to continuing reading about
they’ve allowed their prior life experiences to change them students’ lives beyond the exchange.
for the better.
Amelia Blakely was an exchange student from Illinois to
There was a saying repeated throughout my exchange: If Sweden in 2014-2015. She’s a recent graduate of
Southern Illinois University Carbondale and a reporting
everyone was an exchange student, there would be no
fellow with the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting based in
war. Now, that’s a lofty ideal, but it sheds a light on the
truth about the exchange experience – it’s one of the first Washington D.C. Currently, she is a communications
instances that a person can envision impacting the world in intern for U.S. Senator Tammy Duckworth. Blakely is
originally from Anna, Illinois.
a positive way.
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6 THOUGHTS ON INCREASING MEMBER
RETENTION RIGHT NOW - PART 2
4.

The 21st Century

If your club is still collecting membership information only on paper, only taking cash and checks for dues, and only communicating
with your members via snail mail, there’s a possibility you might be pushing members and potential members away.
Technology is changing our behavior and as an organization, we can’t afford to fall behind. This is especially true when we
consider the effects of social distancing on our Rotary clubs. Since we are not able to meet up in large groups, we must find a way
to replicate the connections that we’ve enjoyed when meeting in person.
If your club is struggling with technology and ideas on how to move forward during this time of pandemic, please reach out to your
Assistant Governor. We can help with information and suggestions on how to keep your club moving forward during this challenging
time.
5.
Figure Out What Other Clubs are Doing Right
What are other clubs in our district doing that might be causing their members to stick around longer - or causing the club to grow
steadily?
Are they positing more often on social media?
Are they participating in more service projects?
Are they plugged into District seminars and events?
If you can determine what the key activities are to keep members engaged in your Rotary club, you can drive more members to
those activities.
There are numerous opportunities to network with other club leaders in District 6510 - attend district events, “like” the Facebook
page of other clubs, offer to participate in joint projects.
Take the time to figure out what works for others and consider adapting those ideas for your club. To my knowledge, no club holds a
patent or copyright on an idea and all are willing to share information.
6.

Leave of Absence Option

Sometimes, members simply aren’t in a position to continue paying for or using a Rotary membership.
This is particularly true during times such as this when many households may be experiencing additional financial strain or might not
be able to take part in activities due to additional care responsibilities.
Why not give them the opportunity to pause their membership? In doing so, they can continue to receive updates and remain a part
of the Rotary community. When they can participate again, they’ll feel more motivated to do so.

Challenge Thought – does your club have a policy on Leave of Absence and Rotary and has it been communicated?
Retaining membership for your Rotary club isn’t just a one-time activity. It should be at the forefront of your Rotary Club Vision
throughout the Rotary year, not just when it’s renewal time.
As club leaders, I urge you to find ways to focus on building better relationships with your members. Please share with me your
ideas on what your Rotary club is doing to engage your members during these trying times. We’re in this together! Let’s keep
District 6510 strong and let’s Grow Rotary!
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POLIO THIS WEEK AS OF
28 OCTOBER 2020
Headlines:
• Acknowledging the critical role of leadership in gender mainstreaming, the GPEI launched a
Gender Champion for Polio Eradication movement. Our Champions commit to supporting the GPEI
Gender Equality Strategy, highlighting the role of gender in achieving eradication and advocating
for its full implementation.
• The twenty-sixth meeting of the Emergency Committee under the International Health Regulations
(2005) (IHR) on the international spread of poliovirus was convened and opened by the WHO
Deputy Director-General on 14 October 2020 with committee members attending via video
conference. Take a look at the Committee’s latest report.
• In our latest edition of Coffee with Polio Experts, we get to hear from Dr Zubair Wadood on the
impact of COVID-19 on the global polio eradication effort, and how the polio infrastructure is
supporting COVID response.
Afghanistan:
• No wild Poliovirus type 1 cases was reported this week. There have been 53 WPV1 cases
reported in 2020 so far while the total number of cases reported in 2019 remains 29
• Two WPV1 positive environmental samples were reported; one each in Kandahar and Nangarhar.
• No case of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) was reported this week. There
have been 101 cVDPV2 cases reported in 2020 so far.
• One cVDPV2 positive environmental samples was reported in Kandahar.
Pakistan:
• No wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) case was reported this week. There are 79 WPV1 cases
reported in 2020 so far while the total number of cases reported in 2019 cases remains 147.
• 18 WPV1 positive environmental samples were reported; three in Balochistan, one each in
Islamabad and Khyber Pakhtoon, eight in Punjab and five in Sindh.
• 16 cases of circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) were reported; one in
Balochistan, five in Punjab and 10 in Sindh. There are 80 cVDPV2 cases reported in 2020 so far
while the 2019 case count remains 22.
• No cVDPV2 positive environmental samples were reported this week.
Officially reported WPV cases as of 13 OCTOBER
Total global WPV1 cases in 2020: 132 (compared with 96 for the same period in 2019)
Total global WPV1 cases in 2019: 176
Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) cases
Total global cVDPV cases in 2020: 605 (compared with 122 for the same period in 2019)
Total global cVDPV cases in 2019: 378
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20,000 MATCHING POINTS POLIO CHALLENGE!!
I am excited to announce District 6510 is launching the third annual 20,000 Matching Points Polio
Challenge.
Launching Date October 12, running through World Polio Day, October 24, and ending October
31.
Our goal is to simply raise $20,000, enough money to immunize 100,000 children.
Participating in the challenge gives you the chance to not only more quickly earn your Paul Harris
Fellow but also impact the lives of thousands of children.
Fine Print
1. Must be personal donations, no club checks, business or company checks
2. Donations count toward Paul Harris Fellow
3. Start Date: October 12
4. End Date: October 31
5. Minimum Donation: $100
6. Maximum Donation: $500
***More details on how to donate in upcomig September email.
I AM ALSO EXCITED TO ANNOUNCE AFRICA HAS BEEN CERTIFIED FREE OF WILD POLIOVIRUS!!
Yes, it has been done. Your donations make a difference. This represents incredible progress in
polio eradication.
Pakistan and Afghanistan are the only endemic countries where wild poliovirus exists.
It is important that Rotary members remain committed and continue donating and rasing funds
until there is no poliovirus anywhere in the world.
You can learn more about polio and World Polio Day at: endpolio.org and polioeradication.org.
Hopfeully, I can count on your support. Be a part of history and Rotary's vision of a Polio Free
World. Every child deserves to live a life free of polio.

OCT 2020

PAGE | 11

DISTRICT 6510

SEPT 2020

PAGE | 11

DISTRICT 6510

OCT 2020

PAGE 13

