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District Governor
Connie Walsh
The new Rotary year is here! I
am honored and humbled to be
serving as your District Governor
for 2022–2023. Thank you for
entrusting me with the privilege
of serving in this role. As we
head into this next Rotary year, I
assure you that I will do my very
best to lead all of us through an exciting year. I am building on the leadership of those who served before me, and
I will be doing what I can to set the stage for those who
follow.
As RI President Jennifer Jones unveiled our Rotary
theme for 2022-2023, “Imagine Rotary,” she is encouraging clubs to adapt and retool to reengage members. In her
words, “You don’t imagine yesterday, you imagine tomorrow.” We have all faced so many challenges over the
past couple of years, and we have continued to demonstrate dedication, resilience, and determination. D6490
members have accomplished so many amazing things.
President Jennifer is asking us to adopt her philosophy of
“comfort and care” for our members. Let’s be kind and
patient with each other as we all continue to move forward in meaningful ways. We all want individuals coming through our Rotary doors to feel a warm welcome
and to feel included. Imagine what we can achieve together. As we follow our pioneering leader President Jennifer Jones, let’s have fun and Imagine Rotary, Blazing
Trails!
Blazing Trails Together in Rotary,

Connie Walsh

Heart of America Zones 30-31
Summer Leadership Series
July 26 –Think Innovation Not Habit: Fresh ideas for
reimagining how we do Rotary in our communities (6–7:30
p.m. CT)
July 30 – Think Passion Not Program: Discover what happens when you share your passion with your club. (9–10:30
a.m. CT)
Aug. 9 – Think Stories Not Information: Creating messages about service projects for attracting and engaging members. (6–7:30 p.m. CT)
Aug. 13 – Think Inclusive Not Limited: Reflecting our
communities and expanding our partnerships. (9–10:30
a.m. CT)
Registration: On the Zone 30-31 website at https://
rizones30-31.org/2022-virtual-summer-leadershipseminars/.

2022 Zone Conference:
Pathways to Our Future
Conference in
Chattanooga, TN
Join Senior Rotary Leaders for an “Ask Me Anything”
moderated session on their leadership journeys and insights along the way at Zones 30 & 31, The Emerging
Leaders Program on Friday, Sept. 30. The conference
continues through Sunday morning, Oct. 2.
For additional information: https://rizones30-31.org/
institute/2022-conference/.

Club and District Installation Held on June 27
Rotarians from District 6490 enjoyed an evening of celebration at the I Hotel and Conference Center in Champaign as
District Governor Connie Walsh, District Governor Elect Janet Ellis-Nelson, District Governor Nominee Mike Martin,
club presidents, assistant governors, and
the District leadership team were installed.
After Connie Walsh was installed as
District Governor for 2022–23, she
thanked Past District Governor Heather
Stoa for her leadership and service during the 2021–22 year. Connie thanked
her family members, Champaign Rotary
Club members, and District members
for all their support and encouragement
as she enters her new role. She shared
that as Rotarians serving in all capacities, what has been and will continue to
be accomplished is only possible because all of us are working together. As
we head into this next year, Connie
asked us to keep in mind that that this is
“our” year; “our” goals and anything
that gets accomplished will be “our”
accomplishments. With Rotary International President Jennifer Jones leading
our organization, Connie introduced
our District
theme for
2022–2023,
“Imagine
Rotary,
Blazing
Trails.”

Joe Palma of the BNSR Family Satellite
Club and Kimberly Wright of the Bloomington Pub Club provided entertainment
for the evening and led the group in the
closing song, “Let There Be Peace on
Earth.”

District Governor Connie Walsh and her family.

District Governor Connie Walsh is installed by Past District Governor Heather
Stoa.

District Governor Nominee Mike Martin is
installed by District Governor Connie
Walsh.

District Governor Elect Janet Ellis-Nelson
is installed by District Governor Connie
Walsh.

Emcee Doug Nelson of the Champaign
Rotary Club welcomed Rotarians and
guests.

2021–2022 District Award Recipients Named
Hall of Honor ● Peggy Hardy
Peggy Hardy, a member of the
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise
Club since 2008, was named to
the District Hall of Honor. She is
the BN Sunrise club secretary, a
Rotary Leadership Institute
graduate, was the 2009 District
6490 New Rotarian of the Year,
and is a Paul Harris Fellow Plus
5. Peggy is newly retired from Peggy Hardy
Heartland Community College as the coordinator of Complete and Connect (a dropout recovery program), where she
taught GED classes.

Cindy currently writes the club’s weekly newsletter, is a
board member, and is the treasurer of the club foundation
board. When Cindy learned about The Pad Project, she volunteered. Cindy has an extensive fabric collection and
loves to sew! She helped demonstrate pad production at the
Foundation Dinner in April. Cindy has traveled to Bloomington to assist in sewing the reusable menstrual pads and
has started a sewing group in Mahomet with two spouses of
Mahomet Rotarians.

In addition to club service, Cindy has also been active at
the District and Regional levels. She served as a facilitator
for the district’s Rotary Leadership Institute for 10 years
before becoming chair in 2018. As a result of her efforts,
we have knowledgeable Rotarians serving our clubs and
district in leadership roles. Cindy is a member of the RLI
Last summer, Peggy launched a new venture called The
Heart of America Technology and Communications ComPad Project. The project started when Peggy and a few
mittee for Zones 30–31. She is the regional coordinator for
women from her church set out to sew washable, reusable RLI for our district and for Districts 6510 and 6460. Her
menstrual pads for schoolgirls in the poorest areas of Ugan- organizational and technology skills have been put to the
da and Zambia. Without these pads, girls tend to stay home test with RLI being presented via Zoom and in hybrid form
from school during their periods, and the pads offer them a during COVID.
way to attend school consistently. Peggy invited Rotarians
to help, and the project quickly grew to include 18 Rotari- New Rotarian of the Year ● Adam Ruble
ans from various clubs in District 6490, including four InAdam Ruble, a member of the
teract members from Clinton and Champaign. The RotariBloomington-Normal Sunrise
ans have completed over 600 pads, and 100 pads have alClub, is the associate director of
ready been sent to the students at Global Hands of Hope in
development for Illinois State
Uganda. Peggy spoke about The Pad Project at the District
University. He has lived in other
Foundation Dinner and wrote about it for the district newscountries and traveled extensiveletter. The project is posted on the Rotary International
ly. These experiences have transShowcase.
lated into his service with the
As The Pad Project continues to grow, a second objective is Bloomington-Normal Sunrise
to establish sewing projects in locations where the pads are Club. He joined the club on July
needed. Peggy has submitted an application to the District 2, 2019, and immediately ex6490 Rotary Account at the Illinois Prairie Community
pressed interest in planning bigFoundation for additional funds required to purchase a sew- ger projects and helping people Adam Ruble
ing machine and supplies and to provide training for wom- on a larger scale.
en to produce pads and school uniforms through Global
During COVID, Adam encouraged his club to support the
Ft. Wayne, Ind., Rotary Club in its partnership with the
Hands of Hope in Uganda.
Rotary Club of Gurgaon Harmony Iberis in India to fund an
Rotarian of the Year ● Cindy Guthrie
emergency Global Grant to place oxygenation plants in
children’s hospitals in Palwal and Mumbai, India.
Cindy Guthrie, Mahomet Rotary
Adam has volunteered for The Pad Project and was one of
Club, is familiar to members
the Rotarians demonstrating the production of the pads at
around the district for her leaderthe Foundation dinner in April.
ship spanning the years since womAdam co-chaired “Night for Ukraine”, a dinner/auction,
en were first admitted to Rotary.
which had over 150 attendees and raised over $45,000 for
With a background in human refood and medications for displaced persons in Zolotonosha,
sources and management training,
Ukraine. While this type of event is not unusual, the reCindy Guthrie is the owner and
markable part of the evening was that was planned and exeoperator of The Rest of Your Awecuted in three weeks.
some Life Project. She was a charCindy
Guthrie
In addition to chairing the club’s International Committee,
ter member of the Savoy Rotary
Club, founded in 1989, and was its president in the 1995– Adam has coordinated the club’s District Grant application
1996 Rotary year. After moving to Mahomet in 2005, Cin- working with Living Lands and Waters to clean up a section of the Illinois River. Members are working on the ordy joined the Mahomet Rotary Club, serving as its presiganization’s barge and walking the riverbanks to pick up
dent during the 2010–2011 year. Cindy is a Paul Harris
garbage and improve the river for animals and people.
Fellow Plus 3.

Large Club of the Year ● Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Club
For the fourth time in seven years, the
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Club has
been named Large Club of the Year.
Under the leadership of President Laura
Pritts, this club has a remarkable record
of service. Community service and
fundraising are second nature to this
club. The BN Sunset club held its annual Brats and Bags fundraiser, which
raised over $22,000 for Midwest Food
Bank and Timberpointe Outdoor Center,
and sponsored its annual Oktoberfest
Run, with half of the funds going to its
Interact Club at Bloomington Central
Catholic High School. It held its fourth
annual Ft. Jesse Café fundraiser, which
netted over $1,300 for Dreams are Possible, a local nonprofit that helps women get started in the trades. They raised
$11,900 for Mayfield, Ky., tornado vic- Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary Club is the Large Club of the Year.
tims.
With over 15 service events throughout the year, the club didn’t limit its generosity to financial giving. Members volunteered at the Midwest Food Bank, worked as “buddies” for Miracle League baseball games, served hot chocolate at the
Baby Fold Festival of Trees, held two Red Cross blood drives, and prepared and delivered appreciation baskets to each
of the schools and to first responders.
One highlight this year was starting WOW (Women of Wisdom), in which 10 BN Sunrise members participated in a
weekly mentorship program for a small group of fifth grade girls at Fairview Elementary School, covering topics related
to positive self-image and confidence. What a way to support the Empowering Girls initiative introduced by RI President
Shekar Mehta!
The club celebrated a milestone this year when the Vocational Committee reached its goal of raising enough money to
endow the scholarships it has committed to give each year to Heartland Community College students.
All in all, the club raised over $100,000 for needs both at home and abroad, but that didn’t stop the club members from
giving to The Rotary Foundation. A total of 39 Paul Harris Fellows and one Major Donor were recognized for their generosity this year.
Internationally, the club is a partner in the 100 in 100 project for the Tijuana Women’s Shelter, sews hygiene products
for the Pad Project, and supports refugees in Ukraine.
The club added 17 new members. The club has an even distribution of ages, and 52 percent of the members are women.
The club has a terrific one-on-one orientation program that walks new members through the induction process, expectations, and what it means to be in Rotary.
BN Sunrise has a strong public image (PI) plan to educate the public about Rotary and promote the club’s service projects and activities. Last year, the PI Committee reached out to members in-person and via Zoom during the pandemic,
posted weekly videos of speakers and events on YouTube, introduced an Instagram page for the public, and utilized Facebook. The club added new PI Committee members with experience in the fields of advertising, technology, and marketing. The committee highlighted companies that advertise on its placemats, utilized digital billboards to market large
events, shared video, Instagram, and Facebook posts from Rotary International to inform members and the community
about Rotary’s areas of focus, and created a single point of contact using a QR code for members to submit pictures, stories and videos of BN Sunrise Rotarians in action. The PI Committee coordinated with all other committees to post updates and events. It highlighted why members join Rotary through member spotlights.
To keep track of all the activities, the club created a flyer containing QR codes for all the different sign-ups and donations links. The flyer is updated each week and placed on the tables so members can sign up or donate on the spot by
simply scanning a QR code.
While the club members like serving together, they also like a little party. Or a big party! The Club Service Committee
planned seven happy hours, including a dirndl- and lederhosen-wearing Oktoberfest, a full-costume Halloween happy
hour, a fabulous annual Christmas party, and a tasty shrimp and crawfish boil.

Small Club of the Year ● CU Sunrise
Led by President Darrell Hoemann, this
club of 29 energetic members has an
impressive list of community service
projects that encompass a wide range of
activities, including maintaining the Rotary Decker Garden at Mattis Park,
transplanting flowers for the Park District, packing backpacks for Feeding
Our Kids, planting a memorial tree,
hosting a Veteran’s Day dinner for the
veterans from the University of Illinois
Chez Veteran’s Center, holding a joint
social and donating branch-of-service
flags to the Chez Center, collecting and
folding newspapers for the crates at the
Champaign County Humane Society,
filling book requests from prisoners incarcerated in Illinois through Books for
Prisoners, ringing bells for the Salvation
CU Sunrise Rotary Club is the Small Club of the Year.
Army, reading at Read Across America,
volunteering as math and reading tutors for Champaign Unit 4 Schools, participating in the Boneyard Creek Cleanup/
Rotary Day of Service, holding a Diaper Drive and Repack for United Way, where they collected 16,000 diapers, and
participating in a pollinator planting project with a local Eagle Scout.
On the international level, the club contributed to the 100 in 100 Women’s Shelter project in Tijuana, Mexico, and actively supports Shelter Box International.
Youth Service is an important component for the club. They sponsor the Champaign Central Interact Club and helped
Interactors sort donations to the Habitat for Humanity ReStore, staffed the Interactors 5 K Race, and assembled hygiene
kits with the students.
The club has more than doubled its Annual Fund and PolioPlus giving goals this year, and 25 of the club members are

Avenues of Service Awards
Following the close of the 2021–22 Rotary year, clubs received the Avenues of Service Awards.

Club Service
CU Sunrise Rotary has established a relationship with the Chez Center for student veterans at the University of Illinois.
Service and social activities complement their affiliation with the students. In the fall, CU Sunrise Rotarians invited the
student veterans to a Veteran’s Day cocktail hour and dinner at Lodgic. Rotarians displayed pictures of themselves or
family members in uniform.
Each student veteran was asked to
share the story of their military service
and their educational plans. The club
purchased military branch-of-service
flags for the foyer of the Chez Center.
In March, members were able to see the
new flags when they toured the Chez
Center and mingled with veterans at a
social. In May, retired Adjutant General
William Enyart spoke by Zoom and
talked about the service of the Illinois
National Guard based in Urbana.
The fellowship brings awareness of
Rotary to a new demographic group
and builds relationships.

Community
Service

Youth Service
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary
(BNSR) Club collaborated with Fairview Elementary School by training
and providing 10 BNSR female members to the new mentorship program
called Women of Wisdom (“WOW”),
which began Jan. 20. Teachers and the
principals recommended 10 fifthgrade female students for this mentorship program offering social and emotional support. Ten lessons over 10
weeks covered several topics experienced at this age, emphasizing selfimage and confidence. Students participated in lessons about promoting
self esteem, creating a positive self
image, leadership and building confidence, peer pressure, kindness and
empathy, healthy fitness and self esteem, confidence and self expression,

Vocational Service

healthy images, and real-life leaders
(female leaders in the community
spoke).
The 10th lesson was a very special tea
party, which included a celebration,
awards, and an etiquette lesson. Each
student spoke in front of the group and
shared what they learned, describing
confidence, anger management, and
making new friends as their primary
takeaways. On their own, the girls
lifted their beautiful teacups, pinkies
out, and all said together, “Cheers to
friendships!” Ten weeks earlier, most
of the girls did not know each other
well and barely talked. It was magical
to see the young women’s growth in
confidence from the first session to the
tea party. This program was so successful, it will continue to occur both
semesters in the 2022–2023 school
year!

force180 nursing student NyAsia. The
club pays for tuition, books, fees,
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise, in con- equipment, and any emergency incijunction with Workforce 180, a local dentals. NyAsia visits the club on a
regular basis, updates them on her
initiative of United Way McLean
progress towards her nursing degree,
County, is investing in a local stuand shares successes and any chaldents’ future. The program creates a
lenges.
pathway for at-risk young adults to
pursue in-demand careers as CNAs,
Within one year of completing certifinurses, paramedics, and skilled trade cation and transitioning into the workworkers. Students are recruited by
force, a Workforce180 student earns
high school counselors, or community five times the amount invested in their
social service providers who see the
education. Once employed in the inpotential in these young adults. In the demand field of nursing, NyAsia will
Workforce180 program, they receive no longer need social services and will
mentorship, career guidance, financial instead be filling a vital role in the
support, and help navigating unexcommunity as a healthcare provider.
pected situations that might otherwise The club’s sponsorship of NyAsia is
derail their schooling. Bloomingtonone small step in breaking the cycle of
Normal Sunrise is sponsoring Workgenerational poverty.

CU Sunrise Rotarians sponsored a
diaper drive for the United Way’s
Bottom Line Diaper Bank from
May 14 to 21. United Way staff
spoke to the club and made members aware of the challenge families face in affording diapers. MIBOX of Central Illinois donated a
huge container, and the club displayed the Rotary logo on it. The
container was in front of Lodgic,
the club’s usual meeting place.
Members stood by to receive the
donated diapers and to hand out
Rotary brochures. CU Illini After
Five Rotarians and Central High
School Interactors helped repack
the diapers for distribution. A total
of 16,000 diapers were collected—
enough to fill United Way’s needs
for two full months!
This event provided the club multiple opportunities for media exposure. President Darrell Hoemann
was interviewed on WDWS radio;
Jennifer Shelby appeared on the
WCIA CI Living Show; WCCD
Fox News reported on the event,
and the News-Gazette featured the
drive twice.

International Service
Champaign Rotary Club completed several International Service projects this
year. They participated in a 100 in 100
vision project outside of Mexico City,
where 298 children were given eye exams and 75 of those identified with vision problems received eyeglasses. It is
estimated that 25 percent of children in
Mexico’s elementary schools need
glasses. The children who received
glasses received the ability to see clearly, think, and learn!
Champaign Rotary partnered with Healing Hands International and donated
$3,000 to present Hunger to Harvest
Survival Gardening Workshops in
Maracha, Uganda; Emkutan, Kenya;
and Matanhire, Zimbabwe. Champaign
Rotarian Carl Burkybile trained the instructors who provided the instruction in each of these locations.
Champaign Rotary’s World Community Service Committee partnered with Rantoul, Paris, Urbana, Hoopeston, and Casey clubs to raise funds to repair dams in Davonge and Kanania, Ghana for World Water Day. The dams provide water
for drinking, bathing, laundry, and the irrigation of crops.

Champaign Rotary members collectively donated $1,100 to RAM-Global, (Rotarians Against Malaria - Rotary
Action Group) to train Community Health Care Workers to treat and prevent the spread of malaria.
After a presentation by District ShelterBox Chair Tom Hodson, the club money collected Happy Bucks each
week to donate to ShelterBox.

Polio Stats (As of July 13)
Wild Polio Virus Summary: The number of wild polio
cases for 2022 as of July 13 is 13. There was one in Afghanistan, 11 in Pakistan, and one in Mozambique.

•

The total number of wild polio cases in 2021 was six.
There was one in Pakistan, one in Malawi, and four in
Afghanistan.

•

The total number of wild polio cases in 2020 was 140.
There were 84 in Pakistan and 56 in Afghanistan.

•

The total number of wild polio cases in 2019 was 176.
There were 147 in Pakistan and 29 in Afghanistan.
New wild poliovirus isolates reported this week:
Acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases: 0
Environment: 1
Others: 0
New circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPV)
isolates reported this week:
AFP cases: 9
Environment: 4
Others: 0
Headlines:
The GPEI has released a statement on the passing of Hon.
Shinzo Abe, former Prime Minister of Japan and advocate
for polio eradication. Read more.

In a new op-ed by Dr. Marc Danzon and Dr. Hans Henri P.
Kluge, former and current World Health Organization regional directors for Europe, they discuss the risk of losing
Europe’s wild-polio free status, highlighting that “vaccines
remain our best defense against polio”.
Summary of new polioviruses this week:
Pakistan: one wild poliovirus type 1 (WPV1) positive environmental sample
Algeria: one cVDPV type 2 (cVDPV2) case
Benin: two cVDPV2 cases
Continued to next page

District Grants
Applications Due
on Sept. 1, 2022

Charleston Rotarians
March in Parade

Increase your club’s impact in your community or around the
world by applying for a District Grant in this new Rotary year.
Clubs may apply online for a District Grant of up to $2,000 to
fund small-scale, short-term activities. A total of $45,000 is
available in District Designated Funds (DDF) this year for
District Grants.
Previous projects have supported Empowering Girls initiatives, enhanced outdoor recreational areas, and supported educational projects for students, and helped those in need with
diapers, bedding, and hygiene products. District Grants could
focus on the Empowering Girls initiative being promoted by
Rotary International again this year. Think about ways your
club can work to improve the lives of girls by collaborating
with schools and organizations that serve girls. Is there a project you can help your local Girl Scout troop implement? Can
you assist with supplying feminine hygiene products to lowincome girls or offer programs to promote healthy lifestyles?
Are there STEM (science, technology, engineering, math) projects that could increase access to information or encourage
mentors who work in STEM professions to partner with girls?

The District Grant application is available to download at
www.rotarydistrict6490.org (DOC or PDF). The District Grants
Committee is looking for active involvement by Rotarians in
the proposed project. Questions about a particular project
should be directed to District Grant Chair Marlys Scarbrough,
scarbrou@illinois.edu. Be sure to verify with Marlys that your
application has been received by the Sept. 1 deadline. District
Grants are funded with monies from DDF. Money given by
Rotarians in our district to The Rotary Foundation three years
ago is available for District Grants, Global Grants, PolioPlus,
and scholarships in the 2022–2023 Rotary year. Our donations
allow us to increase our service to others, and District Grants
provide us with opportunities to share our commitment to
communities here and abroad. Please give generously to The
Rotary Foundation so that we may continue to support the
good work done by clubs here in Central Illinois and around
the globe.

Still Accepting Final Reports
for Last Year’s 2021–2022
District Grants
If your club received District 6490 District Grant funds in the
2021–2022 Rotary year, a final report and expense receipts
must be submitted within 30 days of the full expenditure of
the grant funds. Final report forms can be found under the
“Community Service” tab at the District 6490 website, Rotary District 6490. Please submit your final report to District
Grant Chair Marlys Scarbrough: scarbrou@illinois.edu.

Charleston Rotary Club members Deborah Muller, Melanie Mills, Rob Ulm, Bill Warmoth, and Todd Vilardo
walked in Charleston’s Independence Day Parade.

Continued from previous page
Democratic Republic of the Congo: one cVDPV2
positive environmental sample
Eritrea: one cVDPV2 case
Ghana: one cVDPV2 case and three positive environmental samples
Niger: four cVDPV2 cases
Afghanistan:

•

No new WPV1 or cVDPV2 viruses were reported this week. There is one WPV1 case reported in 2022 and four in 2021. The total number
of cVDPV2 cases remains 43.
Pakistan:

•

No new WPV1 or cVDPV2 viruses were reported this week. The number of 2022 WPV1
cases remains 11. There was one WPV1 case in
2021. The total number of cVDPV2 cases remains
eight.
One WPV1 positive environmental sample was
reported in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Officially reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of
July 12:
Wild poliovirus (WPV)
Total global WPV1 cases in 2022: 13 (compared
with six for the same period in 2021)
Total global WPV1 cases in 2021: 6

Rotary District Conference
Save the Dates •
Sept. 16–17, 2022
Rotarians, guests, and prospective Rotarians are invited to the Rotary District
Conference on Friday,
Sept. 16, and Saturday,
Sept. 17, for two days with
excellent speakers, interactive breakout sessions,
practical information, Polio Plus Basket Auction, and fellowship time together.
The conference begins with lunch on Friday, Sept. 16,
and continues through dinner on Saturday evening. Additional details will be sent out soon with registration opening in early August via DACdb and the District website.

District 6490 Memorial
Service

Polio Plus Basket Auction
The Rotary District 6490 Basket Auction for PolioPlus will be held online from Sept. 9 to 17. We are
asking each Rotary club to donate a theme basket or
other items for the auction.*
Please email a picture of your club’s basket and the
following information to Janet Ellis-Nelson at
janetnelson1994@gmail.com on or before Aug. 26.
We would like clubs to bring their baskets to the
District Conference at the Holiday Inn in Champaign on Sept. 16 so they can be displayed during
the conference. Each club will be responsible for
getting their basket to the winning bidder after the
conference if the winner is not in attendance at the
conference.
*Clubs may donate single items or gift certificates
instead of a basket.
Club Name:
_________________________________________
Estimated Basket Value: $___________________

We would like to recognize all Rotarians that
have passed away since
September 2021 (the last
in-person District Conference) during our District Conference on Friday, Sept. 16.
Please send a picture and the following in-formation to
Janet Ellis-Nelson at janetnelson1994@gmail.com by
Aug. 26.
Club Name____________________________

Rotarian’s
Name____________________________________
Year of Birth _______ and Death___________
Number of Years in Rotary________________
Club or District Positions Held and Year(s)
______________________________________
______________________________________
Paul Harris Level (if applicable)____________

Occupation ____________________________

This basket includes: (Please list the contents of the
basket.)
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_______________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
___________________________

Congratulations to Our Club
Presidents for 2022–2023
CLICK HERE to view Club Presidents.

Assistant Governor
Coordinator and
Assistant Governors

Effingham Sunrise –
Michael Wall

Deb West, Bloomington Rotary Club:
Assistant Governor Coordinator

Atlanta – Chris Coyne

Eureka – Timothy
Funderburk

Sam Banks, Champaign Rotary Club: AG for
Dwight, Fairbury, Gibson City, Pontiac

Bloomington – Tony Bauman

Fairbury – David Hammer

Doug Bock, Charleston Rotary Club: AG for
Casey, Marshall, Newton, Paris,
Robinson

Arcola – Winnie Stortzum
Arthur – Julie Paddock

Bloomington Pub Club –
Tara Conklin
Bloomington-Normal
Daybreak – Nate Warren
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise – Blake Mier
Bloomington-Normal Sunset – Nilesh Shah
BNSR Family Club Satellite – Liz Palma

Gibson City – Ray Hankes
Hillsboro – Stephen Cullison
Hoopeston – Julie Stump
Lincoln – Laurie Hill
Mahomet – John Howard
Marshall – Logan Eitel
Mattoon – Tina Stovall

Casey – Marcy Mumford

Metamora-Germantown
Hills – A.J. Friedrich

Champaign – John Kelley

Monticello – Seth Floyd

Champaign West –
Kenton Elmore

Moraine View Satellite –
Shelley Purchis

CU Illini After Five –
George Johnston

Newton – Scott Bloomberg
Normal – Ryan Fleming

Champaign-Urbana Sunrise Paris – Mike Step
– Scott Paceley
Pontiac – David Wayman
Charleston – Zachary NewRantoul – Janet Gray
ell
Clinton – Bryce Starkey

Robinson – Troy Hickey

Danville – Hayley Siefert

Savoy – Jacob Shaw

Danville-Sunrise –
Tom Orrick

Sullivan – Lori Shasteen

Decatur – Tim Sadler

Urbana – Stacey LaFeber

Tuscola – Kris Clodfelder

Dwight – Donald McClarey Vandalia – Aaron Alderson
Effingham –
Villa Grove – Jim
Ashley Dillingham
Mikeworth

Joe Fearday, Effingham Noon Club: AG for
Effingham Noon, Effingham Sunrise, Vandalia
John Hoblit, Clinton Rotary Club: AG for Atlanta, Clinton, Lincoln
Jonathan McKenzie, Charleston
Rotary Club: AG for Charleston, Mattoon, Sullivan
John Meek, Bloomington Rotary Club: AG for
Bloomington, Bloomington Pub Club, Moraine
View Satellite
Laura Pritts, Bloomington-Normal
Sunrise Rotary: AG for Normal,
Eureka, Metamora-Germantown Hills
Don Rokosch, Danville Rotary Club:
Danville, Danville Sunrise, Hoopeston, Rantoul
Marlys Scarbrough, Champaign
Rotary Club: Champaign West, CU Sunrise,
Monticello, Savoy

Mike Step, Paris Rotary Club: AG for
Arcola, Arthur, Tuscola, Villa Grove
Rick Wills, Bloomington-Normal
Daybreak: AG for Bloomington-Normal Daybreak, Bloomington-Normal Family Satellite,
Bloomington-Normal Sunrise,
Bloomington-Normal Sunset
Darrell Hoemann, Champaign-Urbana Sunrise: AG for Champaign, CU Illini After Five,
Mahomet, Urbana

Thank you! Thank
you! Thank you!
From Past District Governor Heather Stoa
There aren’t enough ways to express gratitude to
district Rotarians for your gifts to The Rotary Foundation (TRF) for 2021–2022. Total giving to TRF
set an all-time record this year with $360,961 donated—more than $32,000 over any previous year! Of
that amount, $242,657 was contributed to the Annual Fund. The per capita giving amount of $136.55
was an increase of over $10. Kudos to BloomingtonNormal Daybreak, Danville, and Gibson City for
being the top three Annual Fund Per Capita Giving
Clubs! Congratulations to the Bloomington-Normal
Sunset, CU Illini After Five, Marshall, Mattoon,
Monticello, and Paris clubs for 100-percent giving
by members to the Annual Fund! Your generosity
this year will support District Grants, Global Grants,
Scholarships, and Peacebuilding in 2024–2025!
In addition to contributions to the Annual Fund,
members contributed $61,880 to PolioPlus. The Rotary Foundation matches those funds 50 cents on the
dollar, and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
matches that amount 2:1, for a total of $185,640 given this year to eradicate polio! Since 1985, Rotary
members have contributed more than $2.1 billion
and countless volunteer hours to protect 3 billion
children in 122 countries from this paralyzing disease. Today, polio remains endemic in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, but it is vital to continue working to
keep other countries polio-free. If all eradication
efforts stopped today, within 10 years, polio could
paralyze as many as 200,000 children each year. It
costs $3 on average to fully protect a child against
polio. District 6490 Rotarians are doing our part to
end polio!

Normal Club President Leads
First
Meeting
Normal Rotary Club
President Ryan Fleming called his first
meeting of the new
Rotary year to order.
He shared club goals
for the year and his
focus to bring back
the club’s committee
work.

Arcola Installs Officers, Bestows
Recognition
The Arcola Rotary Club is
now meeting two times per
month. On the second Thursday of the month, the club
meets at 7:15 a.m. at Jo’s Diner on Route 33, 4 miles west
of Arcola, in Chesterville. On Inducted and recognized as new
the fourth Thursday of the
members were (from left): Jesus
month, the club meets at 6
Garza and Amber Reed, shown with
p.m. at Big Buford’s in Arco- President Winnie Stortzum. Not pictured: Susan Haynes-Diener and
la. At its first meeting, on
Thursday, July 14, new offic- Vicki Gilbert.
ers were installed, some new members were inducted, and several recognitions were given.
New officers installed
for 2022–2023 were
(from left): Winnie
Stortzum, President;
Julie Mills, PresidentElect; Sandy Arthur,
Vice President; Suzy
Saunders, Secretary;
and Karen Kennedy,
Sergeant at
Arms. Not pictured:
Karen Yardley,
Treasurer.

A total of $54,194 was given for Disaster Response
to assist with hurricanes in Louisiana and Haiti,
flooding in Gibson City, tornadoes in Kentucky, and
refugees in Ukraine. Donations to specific Global
Grants were used to fight malaria and provide clean
water to schools.
Because of the gifts of individual Rotarians, students
in India, Mexico and Honduras have safe water and
private bathrooms in their schools, displaced persons in Ukraine have food and medication, patients
in India have access to health care, people in Colombia, Zambia, and Uganda have the means to treat
and prevent malaria, and our local communities are
benefitting from projects that improve our parks,
schools, and public waterways. We are promoting
peace and good will here at home and around the
globe. Thank you for giving to “do good” in our
world. Your support is much appreciated.

Past District 6490 Governor
Jay Stortzum (far left) recognizes Immediate Past President Laura Robey (second
from left) as a Paul Harris Fellow. Additional Paul Harris
Fellow recognitions were given
to Dixie Curry (second from
right), who was honored with a
pin with two sapphires, and Bill
Wagoner (far right), who received a pin with one sapphire.

He’s Hair To Help
Champaign West Rotary President
Chops It off To Help Ukraine
By Bob Asmussen

During the coronavirus pandemic, Kenton Elmore of
Champaign decided to let his hair grow and grow — and
grow some more.
“It was basically a COVID thing,” Elmore said. “The last
time I had gotten it cut was late 2019.”
He knew someday his mane was going to have to come
off. His friends at Champaign West Rotary turned it into a
charitable event.
At Wednesday’s meeting, when past President Nestor
Ramirez passed the gavel to new President Elmore, a raffle was held to cut his hair. The tickets cost $5 a pop.
The four “winners” got to slice off a chunk of Elmore’s
hair, which was neatly divided into ponytails.
“One of them actually had a pocketknife,” Elmore said.
“They just wanted to get a hack.”
Hmmm. Well, it is for charity.
“We raised just over $300,” Elmore said.
The money kicks off Champaign West Rotary’s ShelterBox campaign for the next year (more on that later).
First, back to the barbershop ...
Credit for the haircut raffle goes to Gene Wurth, a Champaign West Rotary member.
“He thought of the idea and organized it,” Elmore said.
Elmore agreed to it, but he had some initial reservations.
“I’m relieved now,” Elmore said. “It was a little bit nerveracking at the time. We had some issues with the scissors.
My hair was lot thicker than we had imagined.
“We chopped through it a little. For a couple hours there
in the afternoon, my hair was looking a little crazy. “
He has since gone to a real barber and gotten it cleaned up
and now has a nice summer cut.
How did the crowd react during the shearing? Plenty of
laughs and smiles all around.
It wasn’t like the shaved-heads scene early in the Bill
Murray-Harold Ramis military comedy “Stripes.”
Elmore’s parents, Don and Susan, were there.
“Leading up to it, a lot of people told me it was a crazy
idea,” Elmore said.
“My mother kept saying ‘I liked it long.’”
Elmore’s hair wasn’t tossed in the trash. It was donated to
Locks of Love, which helps children facing hair loss because of medical reasons.
Good works
Rotary International has a partnership with ShelterBox, an
emergency disaster-relief organization.
The product is an actual, physical 5-by-3-foot pop-up
shelter full of supplies for people who have been displaced
by the war in Ukraine.

Champaign
West Rotary President-elect
AJ Thoma,
left, cuts off
a chunk of
new
President
Kenton
Elmore’s
hair at a
recent
meeting.
The haircut
was for
charity,
with money
going to
Ukraine
relief
efforts.

In recent months, Champaign West Rotary made fundraising for Ukraine a priority.
“As soon as that conflict began, our Rotary realized ‘Hey,
this is what we can start doing tomorrow,’” Elmore said.
The haircut money gets the ball rolling for 2022–23.
“Obviously, we’d love for that conflict to end,” Elmore
said. “It doesn’t seem like it will any time soon. We will
continue to prioritize it.”
Champaign West Rotary has about 120 members spanning
all ages, from mid-20s to late 80s.
Meetings are held each Wednesday at Champaign’s Holiday Inn.
As a service organization, fundraising for worthy causes is
always a Rotary goal.
“The fun part is how you get creative about raising that
money,” Elmore said.
Champaign West looks to help both locally and beyond,
whether it be through Shelter-Box donations to Ukraine or
cleaning up a stretch of the C-U community. Champaign
West also places buddy benches made of recycled plastic
near C-U schools.
The fiscal year for Rotary ended June 30, and Champaign
West donated more than $6,000 to ShelterBox.
Champaign West reached Gold HERO Club status for the
year, an accomplishment that puts it in rare company. Only a few dozen of the 46,000-plus Rotary Clubs in the U.S.
hit the Gold HERO level.
Rotarian Tom Hodson facilitated the bulk of the relief efforts. Hodson is ShelterBox USA chair for Rotary District
6490, which includes East Central Illinois.
“When war broke out in Ukraine, ShelterBox responded
immediately, and Tom helped our Rotary Club provide
support just as quickly,” Elmore said.
Reprinted with permission of The News-Gazette.

