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Champaign Rotary Club

  “Service Above Self”

Policy Statement #40
Frank Clark Grants
Purpose: The intent of the Frank Clark Grants (formerly Project Planning) program is to provide funding to organizations and projects in Champaign County. The amount requested and, therefore granted, should be more than $500 and less than $5,000.

Process: Grant applications should be directed to the committee chair. Applications can be submitted at any time but will be acted on by the committee on a quarterly basis.

The request should clearly state the amount requested, the requesting organization (complete with contact information) and a description of the project. 

Based on the committee’s recommendation, approval will be requested from the Champaign Rotary Board of Directors. If the recommendation is to fund the project, in part or fully, that recommendation will be directed to the Board of Directors of The Champaign Rotary Foundation.

Following the action of The Champaign Rotary Foundation, the committee chair will be notified. It is the responsibility of the committee chair to inform the sponsoring Champaign Rotarian and the applicant organization of the decision.

The Application:

1. Projects must occur in Champaign County (preferably Champaign-Urbana)

2. Projects must be sponsored by a member of Champaign Rotary. 

3. The sponsoring member must sign the application.

4. The project must support something of importance to the club and should respond to the areas of emphasis as enunciated annually by the Club President.

5. The organization requesting a grant must be a 501 c 3 organization in good standing or a similar tax-exempt entity.

The Frank Clark Grants typically do NOT provide grant money for the following:

· Individuals or to the direct benefit of a narrow class of individuals

· Annual operating budgets (including staffing costs)

· Endowments

· Scholarships

· Costs already incurred

· Loans or assistance to individuals

· Political candidates or partisan purposes

· Marketing expenses

· Training costs

· Sectarian purposes unless program or project is open to the entire community regardless of religious belief

· For-profit entities

· Start-up costs for new agencies (new programs or projects within an established agency are eligible)

An organization can receive funding from Champaign Rotary once during the Rotary year – meaning – an organization can receive a grant from the Clark Grants or Cannon Grants but not from more than one in a year.

Application form follows

Champaign Rotary Club’s Frank Clark Grants

Part I

Please type or print legibly:

Name of Organization: _____________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State: __________________ Zip: _____________

Name of Proposal Contact: __________________________ Title: __________________

Telephone No: ______________________ Email: _______________________________

Champaign Rotarian Sponsoring this Application: _______________________________

Total Amount Requested: _____________ Total Cost of Project or Program: __________

Description of the project for which funds are requested: __________________________

Champaign Rotary Club’s Frank Clark Grants

Part II

Complete the following questions:

Why are you requesting funds from Champaign Rotary Club? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will the funds be used locally? ______________________________________________

Are the requested funds to be used for operational or capital purposes? _______________

Is the intended use of the grant for seed money to start or enlarge an initiative? ________

________________________________________________________________________

Has this request been submitted to another organization for funding? ________________

Was funding received? _________ How much was awarded? ______________________

Has this organization received funding before from Champaign Rotary? _____________

When ___________________   Amount _____________   For _____________________

How will Champaign Rotary Club be recognized for the contribution? _______________

________________________________________________________________________

Approved – Board of Directors, September 19, 2014

Revised – Board of Directors, June 19, 2015
Reviewed – Board of Directors, June 16, 2021
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