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Bernie Anderson, Non-Rotarian/Nicor Energy, Normal, IL, bander3@sglresources.com, 309-261-4155, - The largest natural gas distribution company in Illinois, Nicor Gas ensures that natural gas – an American, abundant, affordable and clean energy source – reaches more than 2.2 million homes and businesses in an area that encompasses most of the northern third of Illinois, excluding the city of Chicago and parts of northern Cook County and Lake County. As a company, Nicor Gas is committed to investing in programs and initiatives that invigorate the economy, enrich the community, enhance diversity, promote education and support environmental stewardship. Nicor Gas is part of the fabric of this region and is proud to give back to the communities where its employees live, work, and raise their families.
Tim Barlett , Urbana Rotary/Chair of Peace Building Committee, tabartlett@urbanaparksorg; 217-621-8322 – Tim can explain what it means to be a Rotary Peace Building Club, the steps Urbana Rotary took to earn this designation, and the type of service the club does because of this.
Aimee Beam, Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary/Midwest Food Bank and The Rotary Foundation, Aimeebeam@gmail.com, 309-830-3715 – Aimee can speak about the Midwest Food Bank and How BN Sunrise Rotary makes giving to The Rotary Foundation Successful.
T.J. Blakeman, Non-Rotarian/President of the Champaign County History Museum Board, 217-356-1010, president@champaigncountyhistory.org (Champaign County) - The Champaign County History Museum is a volunteer, donor, and members-supported 501c3 not-for-profit organization created to preserve, exhibit and interpret the history of Champaign County.  Their home is the Historic Cattle Bank, the oldest commercial building in Champaign County with over 20,000 objects in their collection.  They offer educational programming, historic walking tours, and onsite exhibits to bring the past to life.  Learn more at www.champaigncountyhistory.org.

Anita and Johnny Boone, Non-Rotarians, a.boone2@hotmail.com, 217-412-8244 are founding The J.A.M.I.E. Project 501c3 after the heartbreak of losing their son, Jamie to suicide in May 2023. You will hear about their lives before and after Jamie and the positive way they are channeling their grief so that other students and families can be spared the anguish of depression and grief.

Amanda Borden, Champaign Rotary/Vice President of Development for Eastern Illinois Food Bank (EIFB), aborden@eifoodbank.org; 217-328-3663 (Champaign, Danville, Mattoon, Charleston, Watseka, Bloomington-Normal, Pontiac, Clinton, Monticello, Gibson City, Tuscola) Amanda, Sophie Becker (Champaign West), Merry Mitchell (Volunteer Coordinator), or Kelly Daly (Chief Executive Officer) are willing to tell groups about the work EIFB does, who they serve, and how volunteers can assist.
Dave Breen, Non-Rotarian/President & CEO of Special Olympics Illinois, Normal, Illinois, 309-888-2564, dbreen@soill.org - Special Olympics transforms the lives of people with intellectual disabilities, allowing them to realize their full potential in sports and in life. Special Olympics programs enhance physical fitness, motor skills, self-confidence, social skills and encourage family and community support. 
Carl Burkybile, Champaign Rotary/Bringing Water and Survival Gardening to the World, cwburkybile@gmail.com; 217-898-0425 (within 1 hour of Champaign or via Zoom) Carl works with HHI's native trainers in Kenya, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi, Ghana, Nigeria, and Tanzania. They drill water wells to provide clean water and teach survival gardening workshops to improve food production. He would speak about and give examples of Rotary partnerships with HHI make a difference and change lives.  

Lisa Costello, Non-Rotarian/Director of the Giertz Art Gallery at Parkland, lcostello@parkland.edu; 
217-351-2485, (Arcola, Champaign, Gibson City, Leroy, Mahomet, Monticello, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola, Urbana) – Lisa art, art history, and upcoming exhibits at the Giertz Gallery.

Troy Daniels, Non-Rotarian/Police Chief at Parkland College, tdaniels@parkland.edu; 217-351-2884 
(Arcola, Champaign, Gibson City, Leroy, Mahomet, Monticello, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola, Urbana) – Troy can speak about Public Safety and Police Issues at Parkland College.

Kaye Dent, Effingham Rotary/Estate Planning Attorney for DentCoulson Elder Law, LLC, 217-330-5500, kaye@dentcoulsonelderlaw.com; Kaye can speak about Long Term Care and Disability and Special Needs Planning
Ashely Dillingham, Effingham Rotary/ Director of Wound Care at HSHS Saint Anthony Memorial Hospital,  Ashley.Dillingham@hshs.org – Ashley can speak about the following topics: Advance Directives and End of Life Conversations; Mental and Emotional Well-Being in the Workplace; Wound Healing and Care.
Frank Downes, Non-Rotarian/Executive Director, Recycling Furniture for Families, Bloomington, IL,  309-829-6500, - Recycling Furniture for Families (RF4F) gives gently used furniture and household basics to pre-screened people in need in McLean County. Our non-denominational Christian charity works with more than 50 local service agencies and churches to provide basic home furnishings at no charge to people living at or below the poverty level ($12,490 annual income for one person; add $4,420 for each additional person). Everyone we help is pre-screened by a referring agency or church.
Kathy Finney, Non-Rotarian/Director of Development for The Immigration Project, 309-829-8703, ext. 104; kfinney@immigrationproject.org (Districtwide) - The Immigration Project is the sole provider of low cost immigration legal assistance to immigrants within the 86 Illinois counties south of I-80 and also provides assistance to help immigrants access social services within the state.  By providing access to justice for the underserved immigrant populations in downstate Illinois through immigration-related legal and educational services to immigrants, refugees, their families, and others in downstate Illinois, they strive to serve this population in a manner and context which recognizes the full dignity of each individual. 

Bridget Frerichs and Derek Peterson, Non-Rotarians/Allerton Park and Retreat Center in Monticello allertoninfo@illinois.edu; 217-333-3287 – Learn more at www.allerton.illinois.edu. Jordan Zech, jmgiffor@illinois.edu. 217-333-3287- Jordon can tell you about all the cool classes Allerton is offering to the public!
Lynn Fulton, Non-Rotarian/President, OSF St. Joseph Medical Center, Bloomington, IL 309-662-3311 - In the spirit of Christ and the example of Francis of Assisi, the Mission of OSF HealthCare is to serve persons with the greatest care and love in a community that celebrates the Gift of Life. Embracing God's great gift of life, we are one OSF ministry transforming health care to improve the lives of those they serve.
Rachael Graham, Non-Rotarian/Director of Development and Communication for Crisis Nursery, 217-337-2731, rgraham@crisisnursery.net; (Champaign County) – Crisis Nursery is a beacon of light for children and families who are at risk of abuse or neglect. They offer emergency-based childcare 24 hours a day 365 days a year for the entire community to access with no fees or income eligibility. Besides safe shelter for children, birth to six, they provide family support and parenting education to strengthen parenting skills and confidence.

Richard Guebert Jr., Non-Rotarian/President and CEO, Illinois Farm Bureau, Bloomington, IL, , 309-557-2111- Founded by farmers as the Illinois Agricultural Association, one of the first activities of the new organization was to bring soil and crop specialists to each county to supply farmers with the latest agricultural research information and recommendations. More than 100 years later, IFB continues to carry out its mission: To improve the economic well-being of agriculture and enrich the quality of farm family life.

Sue Grey, Champaign Rotary/President and CEO of Champaign County United Way sue@unitedwaychampaign.org;    217-352-5151 – Sue or one of her team members can give a presentation on the way the United Way brings people and resources together to create positive change and lasting impact. Working with a diverse group of community partners, they promote giving, advocating and volunteering to advance the common good in Champaign County.

Cindy Guthrie, Mahomet Rotary/District Rotary Leadership Institute Chair, lifecoachguthrie@aol.com; 217-714-3698 – 
What is Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) and Why Should I Attend It?

Mark Hanson, Non-Rotarian/Curator of Collections and Exhibits for the Champaign County Forest Preserve District, mhanson@ccfpd.org; 217-586-3360 (Champaign County) – Mark or his staff could speak about the Museum of the Grand Prairie in Mahomet, Homer Lake Interpretive Center in Homer, or about specific environmental and cultural topics as well as public and educational opportunities and events the CCFPD spearheads.
Peggy Hardy, Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary/District Chair of Empowering Girls, 309-830-1772;        hardy.peggy@gmail.com – Peggy can share her experiences of empowering girls in Africa through The Pad Project her club and church started.
Matt Hausman, Champaign West Rotary/State Co-Coordinator of Braver Angels, mhausman@braverangels.org 217-806-3663 – Braver Angels (www.braverangels.org) is a nationwide nonprofit organization dedicated to political depolarization. The organization runs workshops, debates, and other events where "red" and "blue" participants attempt to better understand one another's positions and discover their shared values. Matt is also Co-Chair of District 6490’s Disaster Response Team and can speak about that.

John Hecker, Champaign Rotary/President of Champaign County Crime Stoppers) stipes01@sbcglobal.net – John has served as the President of Champaign County Crime Stoppers for 36 years and can give an update on their effectiveness in fighting crime with anonymous tips from the public. Crime Stoppers has assisted local law enforcement agencies in solving over 2,100 cases and paid out cash rewards more than $147,000.

Triss Henderon, Non-Rotarian/Director of Community Education at Parkland College, thenderson@parkland.edu;                   217-353-2101 (Arcola, Champaign, Gibson City, Leroy, Mahomet, Monticello, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola, Urbana) – Triss can speak about Parkland’s Lifelong Learning Programs, Youth Camps, and/or Customized Training for Business.

Patrick Hoban, Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary/President & CEO, Bloomington-Normal Economic Development Council, Normal, IL, patrick@bnedc.org, 309-452-8437 – The BNEDC helps businesses and communities in the McLean County area prosper. They are a leadership organization, investing in their community’s assets to grow and improve their prosperity and quality of life.
Mary Hodson, Champaign-Urbana Sunrise Rotary/District 6490 Membership Chair, maryfhodson@aol.com; 217-493-6957 – Growing Rotary Membership

Tom Hodson, Champaign West Rotary/ShelterBox USA Ambassador, tzhodson@gmail.com; 217-840-5551 Tom can give a presentation on Rotary’s involvement with ShelterBox USA.

Chad Hoffman, Mahomet Rotary/Executive Director of Habitat for Humanity (Champaign County), choffman@cuhabitat.org; 217-377-4092 – Chad can share how CU Habitat for Humanity transforms lives and strengthens communities by helping limited income families achieve access to safe, decent, and affordable housing through low construction costs, zero percent financing, and homeowner education.
John Howard, President of Mahomet Rotary: jphoward7@gmail.com; 309-370-6306  - John can speak about StoveTeam International, a Rotarian-led nonprofit that is working in local communities to build safe, efficient cookstoves for families (primarily in Central America at this time.) Roughly 1/3 of the world’s population cooks over an open fire in their homes, which has severe health consequences on families and the fires are also bad for the environment. John can travel within a 30-mile radius of Mahomet.
Lynn Hruska, Non-Rotarian/Executive Director, Central Illinois American Red Cross, Bloomington, IL, 309-275-3515, Lynda.Hruska@redcross.org - The Red Cross, born of a desire to bring assistance without discrimination to the wounded on the battlefield, endeavors—in its international and national capacity—to prevent and alleviate human suffering wherever it may be found. Its purpose is to protect life and health and to ensure respect for the human being.
Bobbi Hynes, Non-Rotarian/Executive Director, Faith in Action, Bloomington, IL office@bnfia.org, 309-827-7780– Faith in Action provides spiritual, physical, and emotional support to adults 60 years or older and their caregivers to help them maintain independence, dignity, health, and improved quality of life. We accomplish this through a network of office team members, volunteers, interfaith congregations and community organizations. 
Kim Jansen, Non-Rotarian/Executive Director of The Effingham Performance Center (EPC), kjansen@TheEPC.org,                 217-540-2789 – The EPC is a not-for-profit organization operated by Arts Connection of Central Illinois. It hosts a variety of programs each year, including national, regional, and local shows. With 1,518 seats, their auditorium has outstanding sight lines, comfortable seats, and excellent acoustics, making ever performance enjoyable. More than thirty performances are presented each season including Country, Rock, Contemporary, Comedy, Dance, Christian, and Blue Grass. They also have comedy, drama, and children’s shows! Go to www.TheEPC.org to learn more.
Colleen Kannaday, Non-Rotarian/President, Carle Bromenn Medical Center, Normal, IL, 309-454-1400, colleen.kannady@carle.com, - Carle BroMenn Medical Center has served and cared for the people of central Illinois for over 125 years. A healthcare leader in McLean County that provides world-class care in neurology, cardiology, orthopedics, obstetrics, behavioral health services and more. They are also a teaching facility and offer residency programs in neurosurgery, family medicine and clinical pastoral education.
Tera Knudsen, Non-Rotarian/The Miracle League of Central Illinois, fegerfan@gmail.com, 309-531-1223, - provides opportunities for children with disabilities to play baseball, regardless of their abilities, promote community support and sponsorship of the Miracle League, and promote the construction of special facilities that meet the unique needs of Miracle League players and their families.
Pamela Lau, PhD, Non-Rotarian/President Parkland College, plau@parkland.edu; 217-351-2231 (Arcola, Champaign, Gibson City, Leroy, Mahomet, Monticello, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola, Urbana) – Dr. Lau can speak about Parkland College or community colleges.
Bob Mangialardi, Non-Rotarian/Founder and Artistic Director of Prairie Fire Theatre, Bloomington, IL, 309-824-3047 - Prairie Fire Theatre is a theatrical group dedicated to bringing professional, first-rate musical theatre and light opera to the local community. All Prairie Fire events are performed and directed by local talent, drawing from a largely untapped but highly skilled pool of professional artists many of whom are affiliated with Illinois Wesleyan University and Illinois State University. 
Mike Martin, Mattoon Rotary/District Governor-Nominee, mike.rotary6490@gmail.com; 217-259-3120 – 
Mike can speak about his Heart-2-Heart Project Trips from the Heart of America to the Heart of Mexico and his service trips to Guadalajara, Mexico.

Danielle Matthews, Champaign Rotary/CEO Developmental Services Center (DSC), 217-356-9176; dmatthews@dsc-illinois.org and Jodie Harmon, Champaign West Rotary/Director of Development, jharmon@dsc-illinois.org - DSC is a non-profit organization with a long history of providing services and supports to children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, currently serving approximately 1,200 people in Champaign and Ford counties. DSC partners with a clear focus on strengths and preferences to help design the level of support needed to achieve personal success for its clients.
Kathleen McAndrew, Non-Rotarian/Associate Vice President for Human Resources at Parkland College, kmcandrew@parkland.edu; 217-353-2024 – (Arcola, Champaign, Gibson City, Leroy, Mahomet, Monticello, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola, Urbana) – Kathleen can speak about Talent Development at Parkland College.
Nathan Montgomery, Champaign Rotary/Executive Director of Salt and Light, nathan@saltandlightministry.org 
217-355-5654 – Salt and Light Ministry fights poverty with dignity. They help community members gain access to food, clothing, and household goods, in spite of financial obstacles. They offer a COMMUNITY of people to empower, affirm, and encourage, changing and transforming lives.

Charlie Moore, Non-Rotarian/President & CEO, McLean County Chamber of Commerce, Bloomington, IL, charlie@mcleancochamber.org, 309-829-6344, - The McLean County Chamber of Commerce is a membership organization that serves over 900 businesses and organizations in McLean County and the surrounding area. Our full-time staff is passionate and dedicated to serving the business community and helping our membership thrive. Our organization has something for everyone with membership benefits that include marketing opportunities, professional development, advocacy, healthcare solutions, and much more.
Tim Oravec, Non-Rotarian/Community Development Manager for Experience Champaign-Urbana, the Champaign County Visitors Bureau, timo@experiencecu.org, 217-351-4133 – (Champaign County) – Visit Champaign County staff can talk about anything specifically related to championing the community. Contact Tim, and he can determine which member of their team is best suited to the topic requested.

Kirby and Cindy Pringle, Non-Rotarians/Owners of Dogtown Artworks and The Vault Art Gallery in Tuscola, Pringle.Photography@gmail.com, 217-722-7552 – Kirby and Cindy can do presentations on the monarch butterfly lifecycle, monarch butterfly migration, the value of putting in backyard pollinator gardens and a program on bald eagles and birds of prey. They charge $75 to drive within 50 miles and $100 for mileage over 75 miles. Their photography is spectacular!
Nestor Ramirez, Champaign West Rotary/retired physician, nestoral@msn.com; 773-3180370 – Nestor can speak about polio, Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene (WASH) Programs, His Life and Medical Practice in the Jungle of Columbia, and Blood Products and Transfusions.

Chris Randles, Champaign Rotary/Chief Financial Officer for Parkland College, crandles@parkland.edu, 217-351-2513 –  (Arcola, Champaign, Gibson City, Leroy, Mahomet, Monticello, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola, Urbana) Chris can speak about Parkland College’s Budget and/or State Funding of Community Colleges.
Rachel Rasmussen, Non-Rotarian/Volunteer Coordinator of Books to Prisoners, rachel@books2prisoners.org – (Within two hours of Champaign) – UC Books to Prisoners is an Urbana, Illinois-based project that provides books to incarcerated individuals in Illinois by mail at no cost, as well as to the Champaign County Jail library, which they operate. Rachel can share how Books to Prisoners works, is impacting people’s lives, and ways your club can volunteer.
Melissa Riddle, Non-Rotarian/President & CEO, Easter Seals Central Illinois, Bloomington, IL, 309-686-1177 - For over 100 years, Easter Seals Central Illinois has been helping children with developmental delays, disabilities, and other special needs to reach their full potential. The vision that drives us into our second century of service is a future in which all children are 100% Included. 100% Empowered.
Sarah Riskind, Non-Rotarian/Music Director of the Baroque Artists of Champaign Urbana, 217-378-6802; sarah.riskind@gmail.com -The Baroque Artists of Champaign-Urbana (BACH) was founded as a project-based professional ensemble in 1996 for teaching, learning, and performing music of the Baroque era. BACH is proud of the diverse range of its repertoire—from its roots in Baroque music to today’s most exciting new works by living composers. Today’s audiences enjoy programs featuring both Baroque masterpieces and leading works from across the entire choral repertory with performers from the community.
Mike Romagnoli, Non-Rotarian/Executive Director, Community Health Care Clinic, Bloomington, IL,             309-888-5531,  - In the early 1990's, local hospital leaders recognized a growing need to provide medical care for those falling through the cracks of the local healthcare delivery system. They noticed people repeatedly visiting their emergency departments for complications of chronic disease. These individuals had no insurance and couldn’t afford doctor’s visits or prescription medications. The hospital leaders pulled together a group of community visionaries, including the local medical society and religious organizations, who believed everyone deserves quality healthcare without the barrier of cost.
Jim Rossow, Non-Rotarian/Vice President-News for Champaign Multimedia Group, LLC, jrossow@news-gazette.media; 217-393-8261 (Champaign and Vermilion Counties) – Jim can share the latest news about The News-Gazette digital and print newspaper and radio stations: WDWS, WHMS, and WKIO.

Marlys Scarbrough, Champaign Rotary/District 6490 Grants Chair and World Traveler, scarbrou@illinois.edu,
217-778-5203 – Marlys can give programs on District Grants: How to Apply and Examples of Projects, Australia and New Zealand, and Danube-Amsterdam.

Doug Schwalm, Bloomington-Normal Sunrise Rotary/District Rotary Youth Exchange Chair, dschwalm@gmail.com;     225-802-9500 – Doug or one of his team members can speak to your club about the benefits to your club and its members of sponsoring and hosting Rotary Youth Exchange (RYE) Students. Want to see the world and extend world peace through understanding? RYE is the way to do it!

Jeff Scott, Champaign Rotary/Chief Executive Officer at the Stephens Family YMCA, jeffscott@ccymca.net; 217-239-2801
(Champaign County) – Jeff or his team can speak in general about the SFYMCA or about specific programs they offer, such as Y on The Fly, which takes the Y to underserved parts of Champaign County; wellness programs for cancer survivors and people with Parkinsons; Larkins Place Programming for People with Special Needs; After School and Youth Sports Programs; Active Older Adults, Girls on The Run, and their Scholarship Program, which supports over 900 children and their families annually.

Surinder Sethi, Normal Rotary/Past District Governor and Chair of the District Friendship Exchange Committee,
surindersethi@hotmail.com; 309-310-6187 – Surinder can give presentations on The Rotary Foundation and Rotary Friendship Exchanges.

Liz Skinner, Monticello Rotary/Past District Governor and Secretary of the Paul Harris 711 Club, 217-714-6060; rotaryliz6490@gmail.com – PDG Liz can give a program on the Paul Harris 711 Club, which has members from around the world who are interested in preserving and telling Rotary’s history. During the 1980 Rotary Convention in Chicago, local Rotary members offered tours of Room 711 in its former location in the Unity Building. Later, they organized the Paul Harris 711 Club to continue supporting the room and the story it tells. In addition to preserving Room 711, the Paul Harris 711 Club supports Rotary’s archives, which include thousands of photos, recordings, publications, documents, and objects that tell us about the people who shaped Rotary programs and illustrate the milestones and everyday events involving the organization and its members.
Shirley Splittstoesser, Non-Rotarian/Retired Educator and World Traveler, splittstoe@gmail.com,                 217-778-0672 (Champaign County) – Shirley can speak about: Antarctica, Alaska, Amazon River, Bears of Churchill, Ontario, Belgium, Black Sea, Brazil, Prince Edward Island, China, England, France, Galapagos, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Egypt, Northern Italy, Japan, Mexico’s Ancient Civilizations, Monarch Butterflies in Mexico, Moscow to St. Petersburg, Norway, Panama Canal, Portugal, Rome, Scotland, Seychelles, South Seas, Spain, Madagascar, Singapore, Tanzania, Mali and Timbuktu, and Yucatan.
Mike Step, Paris Rotary/PDG and District Visioning/Strategic Planning Chair, michaelstep1953@gmail.com;                        217-264-6817 and Richard Riggs, Champaign West Rotary, rmriggs53@nwi.net; 509-669-6787– Does your club know it needs to make some changes but isn’t sure how to get started? Mike and Richard can explain the Club Visioning/Strategic Planning process to your club during a meeting, and you can decide if this is something that might help your club.
Stephanie Stuart, Champaign Rotary/Vice President for Communications and External Affairs at Parkland College, sstuart@parkland.edu; 217-353-2170 – (Arcola, Champaign, Gibson City, Leroy, Mahomet, Monticello, Rantoul, Savoy, Tuscola, Urbana) Stephanie can speak about Economic and Workforce Development.
Barbara Suggs-Mason and Angela Rivers, Non-Rotarians/Co-Chairs of the Champaign County African American Heritage Trail Committee, bsuggsmason74@gmail.com; amrivers52@gmail.com (Champaign County) – Barbara and Angela will share research on 170 years of rich cultural history of a people whose stories have largely been unrecognized, to inspire conversation, expand understanding, and contribute to a better society. They will share the plans to have stations of historical significance placed throughout Champaign County.

Shandra Summerville, Champaign Rotary/Mental Health Professional, sasummerville@gmail.com; 217-714-0896 – Shandra can present on a variety of Rotary topics and beyond: Connecting with Mental Health First Aid, Early Rotary Membership Engagement, Effective Virtual and In-Person Meetings, Sustaining Rotary: How to Begin Your Foundation Giving, Inclusion As A Rotarian.

Pat Vickerman, Non-Rotarian/Vice President for University Advancement for the Illinois State University Foundation, pvicker@IllinoisState.edu, 309-438-8901 – This foundaiton is a not-for-profit organization that manages the private gifts that are given to the Illinois State University each year. These dollars support many student scholarships, professorships, research, and other opportunities for students of Illinois State.
Lily Walton, Champaign Rotary/Executive Director of the Champaign County Housing Authority, Lily responds best to texts: 847-903-2606 (Champaign County) - The jurisdiction of the Housing Authority of Champaign County (HACC) includes all incorporated and unincorporated areas of Champaign County. HACC was created in 1943 and for many years built, owned and managed only traditional public housing. Faced with distressed Public Housing and ever-decreasing federal funding, HACC began redevelopment of its largest public housing communities in the 1990’s using multiple mixed financing methods including Low Income Housing Tax Credits, to create new mixed income communities. In 2010, HACC became one of only 39 Public Housing Authorities in the country to be designated as a Moving to Work (MTW) Agency. Today, HACC has extensive development and management experience having developed over $100 million dollars of new affordable housing through mixed financing methods. HACC has successfully implemented several large redevelopment projects and participated in both the ownership structure and management of the newly developed mixed income properties. In addition to real-estate development, HACC has successfully implemented several community outreach and development initiatives that support low-income families on their journey to self-sufficiency.
Allison Winter, Non-Rotarian/Executive Director of the Community Foundation for East Central Illinois (Champaign, Vermilion, Piatt, Coles, Douglas, Iroquois, Ford, Moultrie, and Edgar Counties), allison@cfeci.org, 217-359-0125. The Community Foundation of East Central Illinois is a publicly-supported 501(c)(3) tax-exempt philanthropic organization created in 1972 to encourage and receive contributions establishing endowments for the long-term benefit of east central Illinois. It supports and serves its donors by managing and administering endowed funds that have been donated for philanthropic purposes. The Community Foundation accepts contributions from a wide range of donors, including individuals, businesses, corporations, families and other organizations, all of which share a vision of enhancing the quality of life in their community.

 Brian Wipperman, Non-Rotarian/President and CEO of Marcfirst, Bloomington, IL, 309-451-888, brianwipperman@marcfirst.org –  Marcfirst provides Pediatric Therapy Services for all children and their families, whether a child is experiencing developmental delays or recovering from surgery. Starting from Early Intervention and spanning throughout childhood with Speech and Language Therapy, Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, and more. Marcfirst is there every step of the way. They also provide resources for the entire family such as PAL, ParentingFirst, Social Skills programs, and Sibshops.
Donald J. Wuebbles, PhD, Urbana Rotary Club, 217-840-0100, wuebbles@illinois.edu – Don is a Noble Prize Winner who can speak about: Illinois – Our Changing Climate (He could also speak on this topic, regarding the Midwest, the USA, or the world.); The Science Underlying Global Warming/Climate Change; Climate Change and What We Can Do About It; Air Quality in A Changing Climate; Agriculture in A Changing Climate; What Are Contrails? (Those clouds that form behind airplanes.)
Maureen Wyhs, Non-Rotarian/Executive Director, Homes of Hope, Normal, IL, 309-862-0607 - To serve and support adults with intellectual disabilities in a manner inspired by God’s call. The vision of Homes of Hope is to advocate for those who reside in our homes; providing a lifetime of meaningful opportunities to achieve their dreams in an atmosphere of compassion, dignity and self-determination. The values of Home of Hope ensures peace of mind for families and loved ones by creating safe and happy homes for those they serve.
Drake Zimmerman and Hank Campbell, Normal Rotary Club and Chairs of the Rotarians Against Malaria Action Group (RAM-Global), drakezim@gmail.com; 309-825-2112; hlcampb@ilstu.edu; 309-530-5134 – Drake and Hank can give a presentation on their efforts to eradicate malaria in the world.


*Thanks to Julie Dobski, Janet Ellis-Nelson, Pat Grosso, and Racheal Fearday for their help in putting together this Speakers’ Bureau for Rotary District 6490. If you know of a speaker we should add, or you yourself would like to be added, please email the name, title, contact information, and a summary of the presentation to Mike Martin at mike.rotary6490@gmail.com and Racheal Fearday at rfearday6490@gmail.com.



































Speakers Bureau
Message from Julie Dobski when she served as District Governor in 2019-2020

One of my favorite quotes is "I adore spontaneity, providing it is carefully planned." Our lives are so busy on so many levels; sometimes planning goes by the wayside. But a little time upfront can save you lots of time on the back end.

As I continue my "listening" tour of the District's Rotary clubs, one thing that I hear quite often is that clubs struggle with securing speakers. And that is where planning comes in. I would suggest you schedule out 3 months in advance.

If your club is currently scheduling week-to-week, it will be a bit time- consuming in the beginning to get a three-month schedule of speakers. But doing that work at the start will pay off in the weeks to come, as it takes the last-minute deadline pressure off club members. I know of one club that has a program committee; each committee member plans one month of programs. The committee has 4 members, so each one plans three months. They rotate the planning, so no one plans two months in a row.

I also hear that clubs struggle with finding a speaker. When I asked people to speak to my Sunrise Rotary Club, I always sold it as a benefit to the speaker. Rotary has some of the smartest, most action-oriented people in the community. Who wouldn't want to speak to an audience like that?

Some obvious speaker choices include mayors, university presidents, hospital presidents, police chiefs, Chamber directors, Economic Development directors and Convention and Visitor Bureau people. Below is a list of some areas of interest that might provide speaker suggestions.

Environmental
Who isn't concerned about Mother Earth? Find experts who can speak to recycling, bee keeping, water reclamation, animal and land preserves.

Unique Businesses
Tap into growing and niche businesses including micro brewing, wineries, llama ranches, lavender farms, farm-to-vase florists.

Unique occupations
Everybody wants to hear from folks in unusual jobs including Coroner, court reporter, zookeeper, food blogger

Monthly causes
Your speaker choice can dovetail into a certain month. For example February is Black History Month; April is Autism Awareness Month; October is National Breast Cancer Month

Diversity
Celebrate diversity by tapping into various communities including African American; Indian; LGBTQ; Latino

Arts
Showcase your arts community by finding speakers in these fields: fine artists, gallery owners, playwrights, actors, directors, musicians, comedians, music venue operators

Topical events
Every town or city has beloved holiday/seasonal events. Find a speaker to offer a behind-the-scenes look at annual holiday shows or parades, art shows, food festivals, galas, haunted houses.

Community Pride
What is your community famous for? Abraham Lincoln? Route 66? Railroads? Mining? Agriculture? Whatever it is, there is an expert in town who can expound on this.

Youth
Some of the best speakers I have heard are young people who not only have an inspiriing message but also a fresh outlook. Reach out to Boys and Girls clubs, high school student council presidents, college Panhellenic councils. Don't forget our own Rotary Youth Exchange Students and other young people involved in Rotary through Interact, Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA), and various scholarship programs.

Sports
We all love to hear the story of the underdog team or the athlete that overcame adversity. Consider high school or college coaches and athletes, newspaper or radio sports reporters, and maybe even more alternative sports like climbing, kayaking, snowboarding, etc.

These are just a few suggestions/idea starters. Remember, you want a speaker who is engaging, inspirational, educational. A great idea for finding speakers is reading your local newspaper or listening to local radio. Is there a new CEO in town? Did someone open an interesting new business? And if you have a great idea for a speaker but don't know how to contact them, someone in your club can probably get you in touch with them.

Don't forget your own members! Hearing one of our own members share their expertise is a great program, too! Another club in our district has two members always "on call" in case there is a program cancellation.
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