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Some twenty Peor ia  Rotar ians  
and thei r  s ignificant  others 

spent  some qual ity  time at  the 
December Rotary  Socia l  at  ART 

Inc on Peoria 's  near  north 
s ide.  Housed  in  the old  Greeley  
School ,  ART Inc offers  activities 

and c lasses for  h undred s o f  Peor ia  youngsters operated by   
Jonathon  and N ikk i  Romain.   The Romain ’s spoke to Peoria  Rotary  

Club  memb ers back  in  Ju ly  o f  th is  y ear- -say ing ART Inc .  was  
created to help  Peoria  chi ldren  manage thei r  way into  adul thood,  

us ing art  as a  veh ic le .   Jonathon  gave Rotar ians a  tour  o f  the  
old school  bu i ld ing,  now updated with  so lar  power  

and modern local ized heating.   

The Peoria Rotary Club's foreign exchange 
student, Konsta Hamalainen, took to the 
podium on Friday to talk briefly about his 

home country of Finland.  

Here are some things we learned....  

(1)  The Finns consume more coffee per  
capita than any other country in not just  

Europe, but the world. 

(2)  Finns are perfectly happy not being close 
to other people, but they are considered the 

happiest people in the world.  

(3)  Estimates put the number of saunas  
in Finland at around two million...not bad for 

a population of 5.3 million people.  

(4) Kimi Raikkonen, a recently retired  
Formula One auto racer is the major  

Finish sports hero.  

While Konsta might have 
wanted a sauna for a 

Christmas gift, the Peoria 
Rotary Club instead gave 

him a Manchester City 
Football Club jersey  
(that's soccer to us). 

Peoria Rotarian Don Hartshorn was awarded a special lapel pin on Friday in 
recognition of his long support of the Rotary Foundation. Don is a retired  

attorney, a past President of the Rotary Club of 
Peoria and a twenty-year veteran of the Peoria 
club. When a Rotarian's cumulative donations 

reach $10,000, that Rotarian becomes a  
Major Donor, and he or she receives a special  

Major Donor pin signifying their status.  

Don has reached level two of the Major Donor 
series. Rotary District 6460 Governor - Bill Durall and former Peoria Rotary 

Foundation Chair - Martha Herm presented Don with the special Major Donor pin. 
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