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 Peoria Rotary's  Friday speaker was DuShaun Branch Pollard of Change 
I l l inois.  That's  an organization which describes i ts  goal  as "an I l l inois  
where equity and ethics are paramount; where elections are fair and 

financed with clean money; where governments run efficiently,  where 
corruption is  dealt with firmly".   

Change I l l inois'  main goal currently to rid the state of 
"Gerrymandering", that is  configuring a state's  legislative districts  

to the advantage of one party, and the detriment of another.  
Congressman Darin LaHood's District,  as an example, goes from  

McLean County to the Mississippi River,  but somehow avoids both  
Peoria and Bloomington -Normal.   

First organized in February of 2009,  Change I l l inois began as an informal coalit ion intent  
on changing I l l inois ’s  "culture of corruption". The organization's work  resulted in the  

state ’s first -ever law l imiting campaign contributions.  

The organization is  also working on "open primaries ’ ,  where voters 
could choose among all  parties in a primary election. Pollard says, " 

We want people to be able to have a choice because maybe they 
don't want to pick someone just from one party on their ballot.  

"You can find out a  lot more about Change I l l inois on its  website: 
https:/ /www.changeil .org  
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As part of the Every Rotary Every Year Fundraiser, 

the committee has decided to offer the chance to 

win some prizes!  

The Raffle tickets went on sale Dec 1st. 

And can still be purchased for $25/ticket, 

and you can buy as many as you want. 

All of the prizes will be set up at each 

meeting - put your raffle tickets into the 

basket of the prizes you hope to win. 

Winners will be announced on Feb 2nd.  

If you would like to purchase tickets  for 

the raffle, please contact: Emily Jacob-

Rudesill (emilyj@fosterjacob.com)   
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