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The Peoria Civic Center typically hosts over 275 events a year, and last 

year, they had 343. According to Civic Center Manager Rik Edgar, that's  

a record. Edgar, speaking to Rotarians last Friday, touted the big  

numbers for the past fiscal year: an adjusted gross income of $7.1 million 

exceeding projections by $1.9 million dollars, 450,000 plus customers, and 

343 event days out of 365 in the year with 142 ticketed events.  

Edgar says Peoria is the number two convention complex in Illinois,  

outside of Chicago. Coming out of Covid, the Civic Center got a boost  

with a $20-million-dollar investment  

from the Peoria City Government  

and $25 million more in grants  

from the state of Illinois.  

Edgar said the multi-million-dollar  

roof repair of the buildings was very 

necessary - "getting rid of buckets in 

hallways". There are on-going  

improvements to the 11,000 seat arena, including seats and signage.  

The arena, home to Bradley and Rivermen Hockey, is still a chief 

moneymaker. Replacing the ice rink has been postponed, because 

it will mean the arena will be closed for several months for repairs.  

Ric Edgar said his company, ASM Global, now has a new  

agreement with the city of Peoria which extends their  

current contract through the year 2028. 

Click here to watch Yvonne Greer's 2021 interview  

with Ric Edgar featured on WTVP-TV. 
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Between now and the end of the December, we are taking 
donations for raffle prizes for the EREY Fundraiser. 

Prizes should be at least a $25 value. 
Raffle tickets will be $25/each and  

will go on sale in December.   

You can enter your raffle ticket in the 
prizes all of January.   Winners will be 

announced on Feb 2nd.  

If you would like to donate any items 

for the raffle, please contact:  

Emily Jacob-Rudesill 

(emilyj@fosterjacob.com)   

There will be a donation sign-up sheet  

available at the weekly meetings . 

One Day. One Focus:   Ending Polio  
World Polio Day is a time for Rotary members, public 

health advocates, and all who want a world free 
from polio to come together, recognize our progress 
in the fight to end polio, and talk about the actions 

we need to take in order to end polio for good. 
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 To Rotarian - She was nominated for the Illinois 
Central College - Distinguished Alumnus Award. 

The Distinguished Alumnus award recognizes former students 
who have achieved career success, while providing humanitarian services to society, and  

continually demonstrating support for higher education and Illinois Central College.  Awards will 
be presented on October 26, 2023 as part of the college’s Community Celebration event, held 

annually to honor high-achieving alumni, and to recognize and celebrate current ICC scholarship 
recipients, their donors, & our community partners.    

 To Rotarians - Both are being 
honored with the Distinguished Citizen Award by  

The W. D. Boyce Council, BSA. 

The award will be presented on November 18, 2023 during 
the Distinguished Citizen Award Dinner to honor Dr. Stephen & Patti Bash in recognition of their 
noteworthy and extraordinary leadership, significant contributions to the growth & vitality of the 
Central Illinois community, and shared belief in Scouting's leadership, determination, & values.  
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This past summer, Emily Jacob-Rudesill sent out a request for grant applications so we could  
apply for the Rotary District Grant this year.  We received an application from Sterling Middle 

School requesting help to fund school supplies.  Sterling students are disproportionately  
represented with 85% of their families being considered low income.   

Their students and families are often unable to purchase school supplies so typically they rely on 
Sterling teachers and staff to provide necessary supplies each day throughout the school year.   

A lot of us know a teacher who has had to stock their classroom with funds out of their own  
pocket, which they absolutely should not have to do and students should never receive a lesser 

education simply due to lack of resources or funding.  

The request we received was for $3,171.  We submitted the application in August and the District 
granted us $1,879.00 and the Board voted to fund the remaining $1,292.00 out of the Rotary  

Club of Peoria’s Endowment Fund we have at Community Foundation of Central Illinois.   

IBHS Interact Club has several more events on their calendar through Christmas.   These  
include Scott's Prairie, Midwest Food Bank, Fulton County Humane Society  &  Holiday 

Lane.  After the new year, I'm hoping we can schedule another visit to the Ronald 
McDonald House.  More info can be found on the IBHS Interact Club Facebook  Page.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100093323478571


Contact Us 
Melissa Brewer 
Executive Secretary 
OFFICE: 309-676-5432 
CELL: 309-635-7377  
EMAIL:  infodowntown@peoriarotary.org 
Office Hours:  By  Appointment 
Website:  www.peoriarotary.org 

Club Officers 
President - Randy Neff 

President-Elect - Jana’ Stevens 

Secretary - Caitlin Behrends 

Treasurer- Gina Driscoll 

Immediate Past President - Tom McIntyre  

Board Members 

Robert Brandfass 

Melissa Entzminger  

Charlie Greer 

Emily Jacob-Rudesill 

Jason Parkinson 

Cedric Volkmer 

mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org
http://www.peoriarotary.org
http://www.peoriarotary.org/

