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 John Wieland is  the ow ner  of  MH Equipment ,  one of  the 
largest  and f astes t -grow ing  mater ia l  handl ing  s er vice   

providers  in the  US .  He i s  the author  of  
“Uncommon Threads ”  and w as  r ecent ly   

inducted into the  Central  I l l ino is   
Bus ines s  Hal l  o f  Fame.   

Wieland,  a  s e lf -descr ibed “ aver age Joe, ”   
now has about a  thous and employees .   

He als o heads  up  the “ Firs t  Foundation, ”  
whi ch recei ves  ten percent  of  t he prof its   

of  MH Equipment .  

Wieland gave Rotar ians  a condensed  
vers ion of  his  l i f e  stor y  and his  book,  

c i t ing  some l i f e - lessons  he  has  
lear ned along the  way.  With  se lf -depr ecating  humor,  

Wieland r eminded Rotarians  that  he is  –as  Amazon 
puts  i t  “ an unl ikely  (and imperf ect)  bus iness  leader  who wove together  

the threads  of  f a i th,  f amily,  and vocat ion to  f ind  his  saving grace. ”  

Wieland urged Rotarians  to  f ind their  “ Es ther  Moment, ”  w hen i t  w as  only  
the Bibl ical  Queen Es ther  w ho could have moved the  King to  s par e Jew s 

from being k i l led .  

C L I C K  H E R E  

F O R  M O R E  I N F O  

J o h n  W i e l a n d  
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One Day. One Focus:   Ending Polio  
World Polio Day is a time for Rotary members, public 

health advocates, and all who want a world free 
from polio to come together, recognize our progress 
in the fight to end polio, and talk about the actions 

we need to take in order to end polio for good.  

 

Join forces with South Side Mission to prep and  
deliver Thanksgiving to those in need. We will have 

delivery routes available in Peoria, East Peoria,  
Peoria Heights, Dunlap, Bartonville, Creve Coeur, 

Morton, Pekin & Washington  
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mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org?subject=South%20Side%20Mission%20~%20Thanksgiving%202023
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org?subject=Wildlife%20Prairie%20Park%20Cougar%20Platform%20Build


Between now and the end of the December, 
we are taking donations for raffle prizes for 

the EREY Fundraiser. 
Prizes should be at least a $25 value. 

Raffle tickets will be $25/each and will go on 
sale in December.  You can enter your raffle 

ticket in the prizes all of January.   

Winners will be announced on February 2nd.  

If you would like to donate any items for the 

raffle, please contact: Emily Jacob-Rudesill 

(emilyj@fosterjacob.com)   
There will be a donation sign-up sheet  

available at the weekly meetings . 
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Contact Us 
Melissa Brewer 
Executive Secretary 
OFFICE: 309-676-5432 
CELL: 309-635-7377  
EMAIL:  infodowntown@peoriarotary.org 
Office Hours:  By  Appointment 
Website:  www.peoriarotary.org 

Club Officers 
President - Randy Neff 

President-Elect - Jana’ Stevens 

Secretary - Caitlin Behrends 

Treasurer- Gina Driscoll 

Immediate Past President - Tom McIntyre  

Board Members 

Robert Brandfass 

Melissa Entzminger  

Charlie Greer 

Emily Jacob-Rudesill 

Jason Parkinson 

Cedric Volkmer 

 To Rotarian - At last Fridays 
meeting (October, 13th) The Rotary Club of 

Peoria - Foundation/Endowment Chair - 
Emily Jacob-Rudesill presented Debbie with a Paul Harris Certificate & Pin.   
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