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 Shelley Epstein, who spent 33 years at the Peoria Journal Star,  
e v e nt u al ly  b ec omi n g  an  Ed itor ,  po in t ed  to  a  co u pl e  of  
l a n dm ar k  e v e nts  i n  p ub l is h in g  r ece n t l y .  Eps te in  to ld   

R o ta r i a ns  t h at  T he  N ew  Yor k  T im es  h as  s top p ed  
p u bl is hi ng  i ts  s por ts  section. Secondly, Gannett USA Today ,  
t h e  la r ge s t  n ew s p a p er  pu bl is her  in  

t h e  co un tr y  an d th e  p u bl i s h er  of  
t h e  Jo ur n al  S t ar  h a s  ad v er t is e d  f or  

the hiring of  two reporters dedicated  
e x c l us iv el y  to  cov er  s i ng er s  B e yo nc e  

a n d T a ylor  S w if t .  

T h a t ,  Eps t e i n  s a i d ,  t e l l s  yo u a bo ut  t h e  s t at e  o f  n ew s pa p er  
p u bl is hi ng  i n  t h e  U S .  S i n ce  2 0 0 5,  ab o ut  2 5 - h u n dr e d l oc a l  

p a p er s  h av e b ee n s h utt er ed ,  he  s aid ,  a nd n ew s r oo m  
e m plo y me nt  h as  s hr un k by  6 6 - p e r c e nt .   

I n  P eo r i a ,  t h e  s ub s cr i p t i o n  n um b er s  
f or  t he  Jo ur n a l  S ta r  n ew s p a per  ha ve  d r op p ed -

a c co r d in g  to  Eps te i n  -  f r om  o ne  h un dr e d t ho us a nd 
t o  l es s  t ha n tw e nt y  th ous a n d.  B u t ,  th e  r et i r ed  P JS  

e d itor  s ays  i t ’s  no t  m er el y  a  m atte r  of  n u mb er s ,  i t ’s  
a  qu es t io n of  r es p o ns i b i l i t y  los t  as  n ew s p a pe r s  

c los e  dow n .   

“T her e 's  a  pr ic e  to  p a y  f or  t he  s u bs t a n ce  or  l ac k  t he r e of  in  to d ay 's   
n ews p ap er s . "   E ps t e in  s ai d ,  “T her e ' s  les s  of  a  f e el i ng  of  co mm u nit y ,  le s s  

c i v i c  e ng ag em e nt ,  w e ’ r e  n ot  bo un d tog et h er  b y  a  c om mo n s et  of  f a cts ,  b y  
c om mo n r e por t ing  of  a ct i v i t i es .  N e w s p a per s  w e r e,  f or  a  ver y  lo ng  t im e,  

t h e  g l ue  t ha t  he ld  us  t oge t her . ”  
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Between now and the end of the December, 
we are taking donations for raffle prizes for 

the EREY Fundraiser. 
Prizes should be at least a $25 value. 

Raffle tickets will be $25/each and will go on 
sale in December.  You can enter your raffle 

ticket in the prizes all of January.   

Winners will be announced on February 2nd.  

If you would like to donate any items for the 

raffle, please contact: Emily Jacob-Rudesill 

(emilyj@fosterjacob.com)   
There will be a donation sign-up sheet  

available at the weekly meetings . 
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Contact Us 
Melissa Brewer 
Executive Secretary 
OFFICE: 309-676-5432 
CELL: 309-635-7377  
EMAIL:  infodowntown@peoriarotary.org 
Office Hours:  By  Appointment 
Website:  www.peoriarotary.org 

Club Officers 
President - Randy Neff 

President-Elect - Jana’ Stevens 

Secretary - Caitlin Behrends 

Treasurer- Gina Driscoll 

Immediate Past President - Tom McIntyre  

Board Members 

Robert Brandfass 

Melissa Entzminger  

Charlie Greer 

Emily Jacob-Rudesill 

Jason Parkinson 

Cedric Volkmer 
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