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According to Feeding America, the largest domestic hunger -relief  
organization in the US, the food insecurity rate in Peoria County 
is 11.1%, slightly above the national rate of 10.9%. That figure is 
from September of 2021. The organization also reported almost 

21,000 people, including 6,500 children, experienced food  
insecurity in Peoria County in 2019.  

Peoria Physician Dr. Amy Christison spoke to Peoria Rotarians 
about food insecurity and those numbers, and the on -going effort 

to reduce them. Dr. Christison is Assistant Residency Program  
Director (Scholarly Work and Research) at the Peoria School of 

Medicine as well as an Assistant Professor (Healthy Kids U), who 
with the aid of three Second -year medical students organized a 
mobile food pantry that served seventy -three families in 2021.  

The Doctor spoke of one of her patients -  a 16-year-old girl being 
treated for obesity. One of the causes of her weight problem was 
stress: dealing with a life in poverty. But Dr. Christison said “food 

insecurity” is not only a question of having enough food but  
having the right kinds of food. The Doctor pointed to the (HEAL) 

Healthy Eating/Active Living Partnership in Central Illinois which 
is looking into the root causes of food insecurity. Partners in 

HEAL include OSF and the Midwest Food Bank.  

If you’d like to learn more about the Healthy Eating/Active Living (HEAL) Food  
System Partners ,  to read the article recently featured in Peoria Magazine. 

http://www.peoriarotary.org
http://www.peoriarotary.org
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/RotaryInternational
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-Peoria/194250893990409
https://my.rotary.org/en/guiding-principles
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89766081791
https://goo.gl/maps/sZC96TCLwZbVeYFJ9
https://phoenixcds.org/
https://www.healthyhoi.org/ending-hunger-together


mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org?subject=Goodwill%20Stand%20Down%20for%20Homeless%20Vets
https://x.gldn.io/e/w1cDs0a6rCb
http://www.gppathways.org/gp-careerspark/
https://bit.ly/BeTheSpark23
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org?subject=RSVP%20Holiday%20Social
mailto:dana.sanders@psd150.org?subject=Vendor%20-%20PHS%20Interact%20Club%20
https://1drv.ms/b/s!ArQ-_CTc4L3P2R0ZdOUCnnkTwC8y?e=GPRXO9
mailto:mfreidag87@yahoo.com?subject=Interested%20in%20Rotary%20Readers
http://airtable.com/shrdwSAIa5umibs6h


https://www.peoriarotary.org/
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org?subject=New%20Membership
https://www.dacdb.com/Rotary/Accounts/6460/Club/3238/Interested Becoming Rotarian (Updated Oct 2021).pdf


 

COMMITTEE LIST OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF PEORIA 

A/V TECH COMMITTEE 

Chair: Austin Locke (Austin@share-builders.com) 
Group of members to manage the Technology (Audio, Video, Zoom, etc) during our weekly club meetings. 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

Chair: Randy Neff (rneff@neffvaluation.com) 
The Executive Committee, made up of the five officers, meets to oversee the governance of the Club. 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION (TRF) and ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

Chair: Emily Jacob-Rudesill (emilyj@fosterjacob.com) 
Encourages Club Members to actively support the philanthropic opportunities of Rotary through The Rotary Foundation 

(TRF) and the Rotary Club of Peoria Endowment Fund.  The Committee educates the Club about the work and  
outcomes of TRF and Endowment Fund. 

GRANTS COMMITTEE 

Chair: Amanda Klein (aklein@inb.com) 
Selects organizations to receive hunger and community service grants from the Rotary Club of Peoria. 

INTERACT COMMITTEE 

Chair: Aaron Kilgore (askilgore64@gmail.com) 
Work with high school personnel to organize a student-led service club based on Rotary ideals. 

Interact volunteers must submit to a background check and be orientated to the program. 
Recruit sophomore Interact members to RYLA (District Rotary Youth Leadership Academy). 

Collaborate with the Public Image Committee to highlight Interact activities to the Club and possibly media. 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE 

Chair: Janet Bantz Glavin (jglavin@illinois.wish.org) | Co-Chair: Eileen Setti (esetti@rmhc-centralillinois.org) 
Responsible for all aspects of the club’s activities relating to International Service such as District international  

projects or club grants from The Rotary Foundation; and sponsoring Youth Exchange.  

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

Chair: Aaron Kilgore (askilgore64@gmail.com) 
Plan activities to actively support and encourage membership growth and membership retention. 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 

Chair: Edie Barnard (PeoriaMusicLady@gmail.com) 
Provide any musical needs for the Club, including weekly meetings. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Chair: Jana' Stevens (jstevens@cefcu.com) 
Nominate a slate of Officers and Directors for approval by The Board and then the entire Membership.  Requirements are  

based on the Bylaws of the Club.  The President Elect chairs the Committee and choses the committee members. 

ORIENTATION COMMITTEE 

Chair: Steve Driscoll (steve.driscoll@goblusky.com) 
Informs prospective and new members about all aspects and responsibilities of Rotary membership.  Perhaps sponsor  

follow-up “Rotary 101” sessions after new members are inducted. 

PUBLIC IMAGE COMMITTEE 

Chair: Jason Parkinson (jason.parkinson@onefire.com) 
Promotes awareness and provides information to the public about the Club and Rotary International. 

ROTARY READERS COMMITTEE 

Chair: Maggie Freidag (maggiefreidag@gmail.com) 
Rotary Readers will work in teams of four, with one member serving as team captain.  Each team will read with two  

students all year long.  Participation in group activities with the students such as a trip to Tanner’s Orchard, are encouraged.   
Rotary Readers must submit to a background check and be orientated to the program. 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

Chair: Walter Ruppman (wruppman@comcast.net) 
Administers the various Club scholarship activities and programs by working with Peoria High School and ICC in choosing  

the Blumenthal and Hardin scholarship winners and organizing their celebration at a Rotary meeting. 

SERVICE PROJECTS COMMITTEE 

Co-Chair: Chuck Gabbert (chuck@ctgabbert.com) 
To plan and organize volunteer activities / projects for the Rotary Club Members and their families to participate in. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

Chair: Colleen Halberg (chalberg@epicci.org) 
To plan and organize activities beyond the Friday meetings to promote networking among Club members and their families  

and to help recruit new members. 

STERLING MERIT BANQUET COMMITTEE 

Board Liaison: Susie Stockman (susie1026@comcast.net) 
Plan and participate in the annual Sterling Merit Banquet which honors the top eight percent of graduating seniors from  

twelve area high schools.  The Rotary Clubs of Peoria, Peoria-North, Farmington and Chillicothe sponsor the event.   
The Rotary Club of Peoria serves as the lead club for the event. 

The goal of the 

board is to have 

all members sign 

up for at least 

one committee.  

(Not limited 

to  one)  

Please review 

the attached  

committees & 

select the  

ones you are  

interested in  

& reply either to 

the chair of that 

committee or  

the office.
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Contact Us 
Melissa Brewer 
Executive Secretary 
OFFICE: 309-676-5432 
CELL: 309-635-7377  
EMAIL:  infodowntown@peoriarotary.org 
Office Hours:  By  Appointment 
Website:  www.peoriarotary.org 

Club Officers 
President - Randy Neff 

President-Elect - Jana’ Stevens 

Secretary - Caitlin Behrends 

Treasurer- Gina Driscoll 

Immediate Past President - Tom McIntyre  

Board Members 

Robert Brandfass 

Melissa Entzminger  

Charlie Greer 

Emily Jacob-Rudesill 

Jason Parkinson 

Cedric Volkmer 

   Which living person or persons do you most admire?   

 I admire individuals who excel in spite of extraordinary circumstances:   

 A person who loses a limb, but goes on to be an athlete. 

 A person who loses a family member to a disease, but goes on to be a champion for that cause. 

 A person who is born into poverty, but goes on to get a college degree. 

Which words or phrases do you most overuse?  It’s kind of embarrassing, but using the word 
“darling” when describing something that I think is really cute. I remember once talking to a  
salesperson on the phone about a buffet that I liked in the catalogue, but wasn’t sure that I  

should buy it without seeing it. The salesperson said it was darling, so I bought it.  
Once it came, I did think it was darling. 

Which talent would you most like to have?  I would love to be a great singer, so I could star in a Broadway  
Musical. I can only imagine what it would feel like to be up on the stage surrounded by so many talented  

actors and singers and to be able to perform for an audience every night.  What a dream! 

What do you most value in your friends? More than anything I value is that my friends are there when I  
need them. I felt this the most when my Dad died and when my job was eliminated. As hard as those two  
situations were, I remember feeling so supported and loved. That includes my wonderful Rotary friends. 

 

What trait do you most deplore in yourself?  The tendency to Procrastinate. 
I often put off to tomorrow what I could just as well do today. 

What is your greatest extravagance?  Cars. At one point I owned 3 Lexus's.   
I gave one to my daughter but I’m shopping for another now. 

What is the thing you most dislike about your appearance? My weak chin,  
which you will notice I work to disguise. 

What is the word or phrase you most overuse? “Dadgumit” or “Nuts.” 

The questions below are from The Proust Questionnaire.  Its name and modern popularity as a form of interview is 
owed to the French 19th century writer Marcel Proust.  This is a version of my “So You Thought You Knew” column 

that will appear occasionally!  Check out this link and see how you would answer the questions!!! 

By Edith Barnard  
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