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Johnathon and Nikki Romain brought their story and their passion 
for art to Rotary on Friday. The couple operate ART Inc. out of the old  
Greeley School in the 900 block of NE  
Jefferson St.  ART Inc. was born five years 
ago as a way to help Peoria's children  

manage their way into adulthood,  
using art as a vehicle for that trip. 

Johnathon is honest about his own  
journey to artistic success from a  
childhood on the west side of Chicago. About to graduate from 
high school, Romain was discouraged from attempting college. 
But he did go to junior college, doing so well he was accepted to 
Bradley. His future career in psychology ended when he was 

convicted of selling cocaine his junior year. That earned him a prison term in 1990.  

Working on painting during his incarceration, Johnathon  
became proficient, and shortly after being released from prison 
in 1997 he was able to open his own gallery in Peoria. His artistic 
success since then has included gallery showings around the 
country, and a commission by the Black Prosecutors Association 
for a painting of former President Bill Clinton. 

Nikki Romain's background is in the performing arts and her 
work at ART Inc. is showcased in her work with students in  
theater projects and the ART Inc. Summer Camp programs.  

Learn more about The Romain’s and 
ART Inc by reading this article on the 
Central Illinois Proud Website.         

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89766081791
https://goo.gl/maps/G1BbdpcbCVBoE7dk9
http://www.peoriarotary.org
http://www.peoriarotary.org
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/RotaryInternational
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-Peoria/194250893990409
https://artincpeoria.org/project/summerartscamp/
https://artincpeoria.org/
https://www.centralillinoisproud.com/central-illinois-newsday/peorias-art-inc-launching-summer-readiness-classes-art-program-to-expand-talents/
https://artincpeoria.org/


 

 

I f  you  would  l ike  to  at t end any o f  the   

upcoming  soc ia ls  we a re  asking  that   

you  p lease RSVP b y em ai l i ng   

infodowtown@peor iarotary .org   

A  s ign -up  sheet  wi l l  a l so  be  avai lab le  at   
the  weekl y  meet ing .  T h ank you! !
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Website:  www.peoriarotary.org 
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Members of the Peoria Rotary Club built an elevated-platform at Wildlife 
Prairie Park on Sat, July 16th.  The platform, hung between two trees and 

two stout poles, is for the Bobcat enclosure.  The idea of 
the elevated platform is to give the Bobcats a place to eat 

where they will be more readily visible to park-goers.    

Members Pictured: Chuck Gabbert, Randy Neff, Don Hartshorn,  
Todd Davis, Ken Silverthorn and Tom McIntyre 
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