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A sign-up sheet will also be available  
at the weekly club meeting.  

Date: Wed, April 19th, 2023  

Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Location: Hooked on Fishing Park  
 1807 N Main St - East Peoria 

Details: Several volunteers are needed to 
help clean the areas around the ponds & 

any other activity you would do in the  
spring to get ready for opening season. 

If you would like to volunteer   
Click Here to Sign-Up 

The Service Committee scheduled the  
Rotary Club of Peoria to volunteer at  

The Hooked on Fishing Park. 
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The annual banquet will host students and their parents from the following area schools: Brimfield, Dunlap, East 
Peoria, Elmwood, Farmington, Illini Bluffs, Illinois Valley, Limestone, Manual, Peoria Notre Dame, Peoria Heights, Peoria, Princeville, Quest  

Academy and Richwoods High Schools.  We anticipate 650 plus in attendance and would be honored to have you as a sponsor. 

The Sterling Merit Awards Banquet has a long history in Central Illinois.  It was created to recognize and reward academic excellence of area high 
school seniors.  It was started by the Junior League of Peoria in 1959, and culminated with an annual awards banquet that was held at the Opera 
House in Peoria’s Exposition Gardens. After the Junior League developed this successful program, they searched for a dedicated organization to 
take on responsibility for its continuation. The Rotary Club of Peoria proudly accepted the invitation to continue this worthy event in 1968, and 

the Sterling Merit Banquet remains one of the many worthwhile projects and initiatives of this area’s Rotary Clubs. 

“Service Above Self” is the aim of Rotary and all Rotarians, and there are a number of local participating clubs who jointly sponsor the Sterling 
Merit Banquet as part of Rotary’s longstanding tradition of community service, especially in the area of education. These include the Rotary 

Clubs of Peoria, Peoria North, Peoria Sunrise, East Peoria, Chillicothe and Farmington. In addition, Peoria Magazine has been a partner in honor-
ing the local high school seniors who are Sterling Merit scholars by featuring a photo spread in the June issue of the magazine.  

In honoring the top eight percent of high school graduates who have attained the highest standing in their classes.  The Sterling Merit Awards 
Banquet enhances the incentive for scholastic achievement through public recognition. Rotary is proud to help build stronger communities by 
recognizing and rewarding outstanding performance and academic excellence. It is Rotary’s sincere hope that the connotation of “sterling” – 

applying equally to these students and their awards – will encourage all to continually strive for quality in their every endeavor. 

THE ROTARY CLUBS OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS  

Present the 2023 Sterling Merit Awards Banquet  

Tues, May 9th 2023 - 5:30-8:30 PM | Peoria Civic Center  

Contact Us 
Melissa Brewer 
Executive Secretary 
OFFICE: 309-676-5432 
CELL: 309-635-7377  
EMAIL:  infodowntown@peoriarotary.org 
Office Hours:  By  Appointment 
Website:  www.peoriarotary.org 

Club Officers 
President - Tom McIntyre  

President-Elect - Randy Neff 

Secretary - Katherine Coyle 

Treasurer- Scott Fisher 

Immediate Past President - Janet Bantz Glavin 

Board Members 

Melissa Entzminger  
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Emily Jacob-Rudesill 
Aaron Kilgore 
Patrick Kirchhofer 
Randy Neff  
Jana’ Stevens 
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