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We’d like to share with you all the announcement of our Grand Champions, dare we say World Champions, of the  
Squirt Cheese Extravaganza. The extravaganza was conceived in April 2020 as a fun way to keep in touch as Rotary zoomed.  
The semi sanctioned squirt cheese “squirt out” was born with contestants competing for a one of a kind hand crafted trophy 

and World Champion Status.  The top three categories were crowned, anointed, and praised.  

The Havarti and Provolone recipients.    Elsa and Ava DelPozo  (Granddaughters of Rotarian Marty Collier)  

Elsa and Ava are 14 and 15 yr. old students who attend school in Dunlap. By all accounts, they are excellent students. They are 
creative and top “squirt in class.” They are your 2020-2023 World Squirt Cheese champions and have a bright future in the 

world of Squirt. They also received a $20 cash scholarship each to the “Squirt Academy of Cheese” and a day off from school. 

 John Hart is certainly recognized and known for his “cheese cutting” but he has upped his game and has been recognized with 
the “American Cheese Award” for his unique hors d’oeuvres entry in this year’s World Championship of  

Squirt Cheese Extravaganza.  He’s a real whiz! 

And NOW!! The final result for the Rotary World Championship Extravaganza.  

The “Gouda…but not great” Award (Rotary Theme) winner was Walter Ruppman.  Walter was out of town touring on the  
Professional Squirting Tour Circuit. Congratulations to Walter, “You’ve always been the BIG CHEESE” but now  

you’re the “King of the Squirts” too!  

 

http://www.peoriarotary.org
http://www.peoriarotary.org
mailto:infodowntown@peoriarotary.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/RotaryInternational
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-Peoria/194250893990409
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89766081791
https://goo.gl/maps/sZC96TCLwZbVeYFJ9


 

A sign-up sheet will also be available  
at the weekly club meeting.  

Date: Wed, April 19th, 2023  

Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Location: Hooked on Fishing Park 
 1807 N Main St - East Peoria  

Details: Several volunteers are needed to 
help clean the areas around the ponds & 

any other activity you would do in the  
spring to get ready for opening season. 

If you would like to volunteer   
Click Here to Sign-Up 

The Service Committee scheduled the  
Rotary Club of Peoria to volunteer at  

The Hooked on Fishing Park. 

 

You can also sign-up to volunteer for  
either date at the weekly meeting.  
A sign-up sheet will be available. 

Date: Thursday, April 13th, 2023  

Time: 1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Location: 9005 N Industrial Rd, Peoria 

Click Here to Sign up for this Opportunity 

Several volunteers are needed to help 
build and pack food boxes for children 

and their families.   

These boxes will be distributed to  
families in Harlan & Bell Counties in  
Kentucky, which are two of the most  

populated & poorest counties  
in the United States. 

The Service Committee scheduled the 
Rotary Club of Peoria to volunteer at  

the Midwest Food Bank. 
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https://www.thewiltonmortuary.com/obituaries/Frederick-J.-Stuber?obId=27665089#/celebrationWall
https://rotarydistrict6460.org/wp-content/uploads/Forms/Baseball-Literacy/BASEBALL-2023.docx
https://rotarydistrict6460.org/foundation/districtscholars/
https://rotarydistrict6460.org/resources/rotary-leadership-institute-rli/


 

The annual banquet will host students and their parents from the following area schools: Brimfield, Dunlap, East 
Peoria, Elmwood, Farmington, Illini Bluffs, Illinois Valley, Limestone, Manual, Peoria Notre Dame, Peoria Heights, Peoria, Princeville, Quest  

Academy and Richwoods High Schools.  We anticipate 650 plus in attendance and would be honored to have you as a sponsor. 

The Sterling Merit Awards Banquet has a long history in Central Illinois.  It was created to recognize and reward academic excellence of area high 
school seniors.  It was started by the Junior League of Peoria in 1959, and culminated with an annual awards banquet that was held at the Opera 
House in Peoria’s Exposition Gardens. After the Junior League developed this successful program, they searched for a dedicated organization to 
take on responsibility for its continuation. The Rotary Club of Peoria proudly accepted the invitation to continue this worthy event in 1968, and 

the Sterling Merit Banquet remains one of the many worthwhile projects and initiatives of this area’s Rotary Clubs. 

“Service Above Self” is the aim of Rotary and all Rotarians, and there are a number of local participating clubs who jointly sponsor the Sterling 
Merit Banquet as part of Rotary’s longstanding tradition of community service, especially in the area of education. These include the Rotary 

Clubs of Peoria, Peoria North, Peoria Sunrise, East Peoria, Chillicothe and Farmington. In addition, Peoria Magazine has been a partner in honor-
ing the local high school seniors who are Sterling Merit scholars by featuring a photo spread in the June issue of the magazine.  

In honoring the top eight percent of high school graduates who have attained the highest standing in their classes.  The Sterling Merit Awards 
Banquet enhances the incentive for scholastic achievement through public recognition. Rotary is proud to help build stronger communities by 
recognizing and rewarding outstanding performance and academic excellence. It is Rotary’s sincere hope that the connotation of “sterling” – 

applying equally to these students and their awards – will encourage all to continually strive for quality in their every endeavor. 

THE ROTARY CLUBS OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS  

Present the 2023 Sterling Merit Awards Banquet  

Tues, May 9th 2023 - 5:30-8:30 PM | Peoria Civic Center  
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