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 Peoria County Sheriff Chris Watkins was the Rotary Club of Peoria ’s 
speaker for last Friday. Watkins is an 18 -year veteran of the Peoria 

County Sheriff’s Office, beginning as a Corrections Officer and working 
his way up through the ranks to become Sheriff. And, as sheriff, he 

leads a staff of 180 people who work as jailers, patrol Peoria County,  
provide security for the County court system and serve as process servers .  

The Sheriff told Rotarians 70 percent of all vehicle hijackings take place 
close to home. He said “be alert“ at intersections, gas stations, ATMs 

and convenience stores   There were over 20 Vehicular hijackings in  
Peoria last year. Sheriff Watkins says you should be  especially alert 
when stopped at intersections, gas stations, ATMs and convenience 
stores. And, he says, keep your cell phone in your pocket. That way,  

if your vehicle is stolen, you will have a way of contacting 911.  

Another problem facing the Sheriff's office, and police departments in general is "spoofing" 
calls. These are calls which apparently come from schools, for example, indicating there's an 

active shooter on the premises. Police do respond to these calls, only to find out it's 
someone's idea of a joke. Criminals are also targeting the elderly, posing as police and calling 

senior citizens; "saying their grandson's been arrested, you need to give us $2000 dollars".  

On another topic,  with the recent Kansas City shooting in mind  the Sheriff said if ever involved 
in a shooting situation, look for a way out first, and if there doesn ’t appear to be such a way, 

look for a place you can defend. The average police response time is three minutes,  
so try to buy yourself time until help arrives.  
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As  p ar t  o f  th e  E ver y  Rotar i an  E ver y  Year  Fun dr ai ser ,  th e  Commi ttee  so l d  r a f f l e  t i ckets  for  a  

c h an c e  to  win  some p r i zes !  Th e  r a f f l e  t i c ket  p r i ze  dr awin gs  wer e  h e ld  durin g  the  Rotar y  C l ub 

meet i n g  on  Febr uar y 2n d an d  th e winn ers  wer e  ann oun c ed .    ( Pr i ze  Win n er s  Li s ted  Be l ow )   

Click here to watch the EREY Prize Drawing 

The Foundation and Endowment Committee 

thanks everyone who donated 

prizes and has donated money 

towards our goal.  We have 

currently raised $18,165!!  

 
 
 

I f  y o u  h a v e n ' t  m a d e  a  d o n a t i o n  t o  t h e  E v e r y  R o t a r i a n   
E v e r y  Y e a r  F u n d r a i s e r ,  i t ’ s  n o t  t o o  l a t e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e ! ! !   

P l e a s e  c l i c k  h e r e  t o  m a k e  a  d o n a t i o n  o r  c o n t a c t :   
E m i l y  J a c o b - R u d e s i l l  ( e m i l y j @ f o s t e r j a c o b . c o m )
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