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 When Rotarian Ray Lees noticed that the Bob Michel Bridge was dangerously unwalkable, he decided to do some-
thing about it.  As Ray talked to multiple city officials, he was told that a change to the bridge could never happen 

because it was under the Illinois Department of Transportation umbrella.   With the help of 
The Rebuild Illinois program, Lees did find a path over and around many hurdles to get the 

bridge redesigned for pedestrian safety.  The bridge now has a 14-foot-wide walking and  
biking path with a concrete protective barrier!  Also, all bridges built from now on, need to be 

of the same design for protection of pedestrians and bikers. 
A world-traveled Planner/Designer Ray, a power of advancing 

against all odds, realized that he was at the point of the  
bridge situation that something had to be done. So, he said,  

“Let’s do it!  Yes, the bridge belongs to IDOT as they effectively  
own it, but in many ways, we all own that bridge.” 

Last Friday's Rotary audience took away many encouraging 
ideas for getting and keeping a project that folks said couldn’t be done, DONE! 

Ray’s “Taking Action Steps” are:  1. Eating the Elephant.  Begin the project step by step. 
2. Proving Regional Support. Pick up the phone and talk to other people to get your advo-

cacy group going!  Tired of the “black hole of inaction”, in October of 2018, Ray started 
calling people without permission from anyone! He organized over 30 Public & Private 

Entities Across the Region who Supported the Feasibility Study.  
3. Documenting Plans. Ray pulled together multi-faceted data and gave it to Ryan Spain 

and Jehan Gordon-Booth for The Rebuild Illinois public infrastructure grant for 25.4 billion 
dollars for roads and bridges.  The grant request was bipartisan and regional.  Everyone 
was thrilled that the Bob Michel Bridge Project received the entire 25.4 billion dollars.  

4. Not taking “NO!”  If some folks say “No!”, then ask someone else!  
When asked how this massive project fit in with the mission of 

Rotary, Ray said, “I just responded to what I saw as a need.  
Once I see something, it’s hard to “unsee” it!” 

If you would like to learn more about Ray Less, please  to read the article  
“So You Thought You Knew Ray Lees (in 200 words or less)” written by Edie Barnard  

featured in the April, 15 2015 edition of the Green Light.  
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As part of the Every Rotarian Every Year Fundraiser, the Committee sold raffle tickets for a chance to 
win some prizes! The raffle ticket prize drawings were held 

during the Rotary Club meeting on February 2nd and the  
winners were announced. (Prize Winners Listed Below)  

Click here to watch the EREY Prize Drawing  

The Foundation and Endowment Committee 
thanks everyone who donated prizes and  

has donated money towards our goal.   
We have currently raised $18,165!!  

If you haven't made a donation to the Every Rotarian  
Every Year Fundraiser, it ’s not too late to contribute!!!  

Please click here to make a donation or contact:  
Emily Jacob-Rudesill (emilyj@fosterjacob.com)
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