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 Our Rotary speaker last Friday was Jennifer Zammuto who leads the 
Heart of Illinois United Way, one of our community’s most unique non-
profit organizations.  Jennifer shared with us that the Heart of Illinois 

United Way is the largest non-governmental funder of health and human 
care programs in central Illinois.  The money it raises stays in the  
community, funding programs in Marshall, Peoria, Putnam, Stark,  

Tazewell and Woodford counties. 

Jennifer states that, “We came into existence about a hundred years  
ago and the whole purpose was so that you, companies, and other  
individuals did not have to be solicited by 45 different nonprofits  
every time they needed something.  We are very collaborative.” 

Jennifer’s noteworthy sense of humor was in play when she  
said, “If you really love McDonald’s, that doesn't mean that  

their stock is necessarily the right one in your portfolio  
just because you like their French fries!” 

Our speaker, who began her career as an expert in  
international exports and marketing, continued, “You've got to look at your overall goals  

and at which stocks will get you where you need to go. 

“Heart of Illinois United Way does the same thing for your charitable investment. We look under  
the hood for you.  We do it once every 3 years because it takes us that long to pull all the data.  

“The primary focus of the 2023 Heart of Illinois United Way Community Assessment is to improve  
the organization’s effectiveness in identifying, assessing, and supporting key areas of social  
concern related to the education, financial stability, and health of all people in central Illinois. 

“This information helps us. As we're starting a new three-year cycle of funding at the Heart of Illinois 
United Way, we're going to be funding more mental health programs.” (

.) 

This assessment is integral to the Heart of Illinois United Way’s data-driven process to prioritize  
and address community needs through program indicators and measurable outcomes.   The Heart  

of Illinois United Way then collaborates with partner agencies and a wide variety of community  
partners to address critical needs. 

We Rotarians took away important information from Jennifer’s talk, including the advice to  
“Follow your heart, trust the data and invest in your community.” 

Jennifer Zammuto  
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As part of the Every Rotary Every Year Fundraiser, 
the committee has decided to offer the chance to 

win some prizes!  

The Raffle tickets went on sale Dec 1st. And can still be 
purchased for $25/ticket, and you can buy as many as 

you want. All of the prizes will be set up at each meeting - 
put your raffle tickets into the basket of the prizes you 

hope to win. 

Winners will be announced on Feb 2nd.  If you would like 
to purchase tickets  for the raffle, please contact:  
Emily Jacob-Rudesill (emilyj@fosterjacob.com) 
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